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      The ultimate series companion for the USA Today bestselling Seven series. Included is a new bonus short story about Wheeler and Naya that will answer all of your burning questions.

      This is a must-have for Seven series fans! Journey into the mind of Dannika Dark for a behind-the-scenes look at these unforgettable stories that readers can’t get enough of. Included is a comprehensive breakdown of Shifter culture, character bios, and locations. You’ll be treated to a brand-new short story, several shorts, fun facts, spoilers, favorite quotes, and more. Revisit your favorite characters and have all the information you need at your fingertips!

      This guide contains spoilers and is meant to read after devouring all the books in the Seven series.

      

      
        
        Join Dannika Dark’s Newsletter

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            ALSO BY DANNIKA DARK:

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        THE MAGERI SERIES

        Sterling

        Twist

        Impulse

        Gravity

        Shine

        The Gift

      

        

      
        MAGERI WORLD

        Risk

      

        

      
        NOVELLAS

        Closer

      

        

      
        THE SEVEN SERIES

        Seven Years

        Six Months

        Five Weeks

        Four Days

        Three Hours

        Two Minutes

        One Second

        Winter Moon

        Seven Series Companion: An Insider’s Guide

      

        

      
        SEVEN WORLD

        Charming

      

        

      
        THE CROSSBREED SERIES

        Keystone

        Ravenheart

        Deathtrap

        Gaslight

        Blackout

        Nevermore

        Moonstruck

        Spellbound

        Heartless

        Afterlife

        Quicksilver

        Evildoer

        Forevermore

        Crossbreed Series Companion: An Insider’s Guide

      

      

      
        
        THE BLACK ARROWHEAD SERIES

        The Vow

        The Alpha

        The Chosen

        The Thief

        The Sinner

        The Brave

        The Protector

        The Healer

        The Forsaken

      

      

      

      
        
        These books are also available in hardcover, paperback, and audio formats. Add the beautiful print editions to your collection! Also, audiobooks are a perfect way to sit back and enjoy your favorite stories like it’s the first time.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            DEAR READER,

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        This is the official series companion for the USA Today bestselling Seven series by Dannika Dark. Contained within are spoilers to the series. This special insider’s guide includes detailed character bios, author notes, quotes, glossary, Shifter facts, a new bonus short story, and more!

      

        

      
        About “The Promise” (Short Story):

        I like to imagine that the lives of the characters go on long after the final chapter. It’s impossible to conclude a series about immortals who live ten lifetimes. It’s even harder to say goodbye when you’ve fallen in love with those people. And I fell in love with every last one. This short story is the final chapter in the Seven series and takes place after Winter Moon. I have also included other bonus material, which makes this book a must-have for any true Seven series fan.

      

        

      
        I dedicate this to everyone who asked about the baby.
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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      Each book, with the exception of Seven Years, begins with a prologue. Because the books are primarily written in first person from the woman’s point of view (POV), I wanted to start the books with a glimpse of the male protagonist’s current state of mind, especially when it comes to love. It’s the setup. I didn’t do this with the first book since it was more important to find out Austin’s secrets as Lexi finds out. There is a slow unraveling in that book of facts that span from why he left, where he went, why he’s back, and then the big reveal of not only what he is but what she is.

      I’ve always felt writing from a single point of view to be restricting. At the time I wrote this series, it was far more common for paranormal romances to be written in third person only. Third person is written outside the story, and the pronouns you’ll see are he, she, or they. First person is written from a character’s point of view, and the pronoun you’ll see is I (or we, if they are including them with a group of people). Third person in a romance can allow the reader to not be limited to only experiencing the story through one character. You can cut to one and then cut to another. My third person is usually third-person limited, which means the narrator knows what the characters are thinking and feeling.

      At the time I published Seven Years, new adult books were taking off. Most of those were written from first person and additionally from each character’s point of view. I absolutely love a good romance written in third person, but for me, it was a limiting endeavor. I was so used to writing first person in the Mageri series and other unpublished books that I decided to write this series from first person with third-person point-of-view changes. That way we could get close to the male character’s thoughts and his experiences separate from the female protagonist. There are no POV rules when it comes to writing. You can write a romance from not only any POV but also any tense. There are some genres where a style may be more commonly used, so authors may not want to deviate from that too much. At the end of the day, it’s really about finding the best way to tell the story you have. And initially I did begin writing this book in third person. Then I had to go over a few chapters and do a rewrite when it wasn’t working.

      It could just be my personal style of writing. Every book I’ve written to date has both third– and first-person POVs, whether it’s paranormal romance or urban fantasy.

      The Seven series is not just a collection of books revolving around romance; they also contain personal stories about each character, including poverty, abusive childhoods, breakup violence, addiction, family secrets, adoption, sexual abuse, miscarriages, rejection, overcoming insecurities, and becoming disabled.

      When I write deeply emotional wounds, I do so with the utmost sensitivity. Each is handled based on what is true to the character, and in the end, I want there to be something positive that comes out of it. Hope, healing, overcoming obstacles, learning to trust, starting over, being a rock for someone. Each story has a happily-ever-after. I want each character to inspire, especially knowing that there are readers who can relate to what some of these characters have been through.

      The Seven books are about family. Not just the family we are born into but the one we make.
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      The Seven series is a continuing storyline. While each book has its own separate plot, there are story arcs that span the series as we continue following the other characters. For that reason, they should be read in order.

      

      Seven Series reading order:

      
        
          	
        Book 1: Seven Years
      

      	
        Book 2: Six Months
      

      	
        Book 3: Five Weeks
      

      	
        Book 4: Four Days
      

      	
        Book 5: Three Hours
      

      	
        Book 6: Two Minutes
      

      	
        Seven World: Charming
      

      	
        Book 7: One Second
      

      	
        Book 8: Winter Moon
      

      

      

      
        
        If you are looking for the suggested chronological reading order of all the books in my universe, head over to my website.

      

      

      While Charming is a side novel in the Seven world, I’ve placed it where it goes chronologically in the series. There are no real spoilers in the book or developments with other characters, so for that reason, it can be read as a stand-alone or in any order desired.
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        Word count: 112,565

        Published: October, 2013

        First chapter line: I don’t care what anyone says, every girl needs to have a good long cry once in a while.

        Last line: Damn, that lean.

      

      

      It’s been seven years since Lexi Knight lost her brother in a tragic accident. On the anniversary of his death, her brother’s best friend shows up unexpectedly—a man she hasn’t seen since the funeral. He is no longer the boy Lexi once knew, but a dangerous-looking man with tattoos and dark secrets. He broke her trust and abandoned her family, yet what he reveals makes it impossible to stay angry. Lexi has been secretly infatuated with Austin since childhood, so finding out he’s a Shifter just makes him sexier. Dammit.

      Austin Cole has returned to the city where he grew up, and just in time. He’s lived a hard life these past seven years, and the shadows of his past are threatening to destroy Lexi’s family. It’s time that she learned the truth about her brother, but there is a shocking twist that Austin never saw coming. Now he must protect her family when her mother and sister wind up in mortal danger. Will Lexi learn to accept the truth about who he is, and can Austin salvage a relationship from the ruins of their past?
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        AUTHOR’S NOTE:

      

      

      When I first wrote Seven Years, my intention was to write a contemporary romance about two childhood acquaintances reuniting. But magic made this story so much better. I wrote out several chapters before stopping. Something was missing, and I couldn’t figure it out. On a commute to my day job, the idea sparked in my head to create a wild twist. What if Lexi was a Shifter and didn’t know it? Shifter children never change into their animal until they go through their first shift, which is usually late teens to early twenties. But what if that change was delayed?

      Seven years ago, Lexi lost her brother. Even though Weston (Wes) doesn’t appear in the series, he is at the heart of it. His death may have shattered lives, but his life meant so much more. I made sure he was never forgotten by the ones who loved him most. There would be no Lexi and Austin without Wes. Since this series is about family, it was important to highlight how the power of love endures and how those who have gone before have left an indelible mark on our lives.

      The story begins with Lexi in a transitional period. She feels stuck—going through the motions but not moving forward. I think a lot of us have experienced that at some point. Even her past relationship was an epic fail, and it’s coming back to haunt her. Something was always missing, and it wasn’t Wes.

      It was Austin. His return ignites a number of unexpected feelings. Austin wasn’t just her brother’s best friend; he was a part of the family. I wanted to explore how that would affect her in a number of ways. She’s initially angry, but there’s also a tremendous comfort in having him back. Lexi always had a crush on Austin, but I didn’t want a story where they had any secret relationship. She was younger than him with her silly crushes, and he never saw her in that light. The foundation of their friendship and history allows them to explore something even deeper. His return not only awakens old feelings, it also awakens her wolf.

      What do I love about Lexi? Her spirit and unflinching loyalty. Living as a human made her the ideal choice to help lead a pack with better values. But realizing she’s a Shifter raises a big question about her identity.

      Can we talk about the infamous car scene? Austin’s romantic gesture remains a favorite. The car had become a symbol of the painful baggage she was holding on to. She couldn’t get rid of that pain any more than she could get rid of that car. Austin wanted to show Lexi that he was going to help her put all that painful shit behind her and give her the life she deserves. He was ready to declare his intentions, uncertain if those feelings would be reciprocated. He didn’t just do this with a stick of dynamite but also a heartfelt letter.

      I loved the letter.

      Loved.

      Sometimes there are things we just can’t say directly to people that we can put down on paper. He’s always been straight with her, but this required him to dig deep into his feelings without backing out or feeling embarrassed.

      The great part about writing two characters who already know each other is they are freer to be themselves. We can be separated from those we love for years, and when we get together, it’s like no time has passed.

      Time.

      That played an important role in this story. The past, the present, and the future. The time we share with the people we love, the time we are robbed of, and the time we wish we could have back.

      

      You are the memories of my past, and I want you to become the memories of my future.
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            [image: Six Months cover thumbnail of handsome man and green background.]
          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Word count: 118,660

        Published: March, 2014

        First chapter line: Ominous storm clouds blackened the autumn sky, and thunder growled like a savage beast.

        Last line: Just like Reno carried that earring.

      

      

      April Frost is a compassionate young woman with a steady job and ambitious goals. But the harder she runs away from her past, the more it threatens to destroy her. When three strangers enter her life, April is forced to face her demons and it’s a battle she may not win.

      Private investigators in the Breed world are men who take risks, and Reno Cole is no exception. As a Shifter, he’s expected to control his inner animal. But lately his wolf has been venturing dangerously close to the city, and he’s about to discover why. When Reno is reintroduced to a family friend, the attraction is immediate. April captivates him with her secretive eyes and resilient spirit. She’s also in trouble, and despite the fact she’s a human, Reno can’t turn his back on her.

      April is caught between two worlds: One that threatens to bury her dreams and another that could fulfill them. Can she trust the wolf at her door and find the courage to overcome her demons?
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        AUTHOR’S NOTE:

      

      

      Readers often look to characters they can either relate to or are inspired by. Each one comes from a different background with different life experiences. How they face a challenge is largely influenced by their personality, goals, fears, and what they’ve overcome. Taking a deep dive into their past reveals not only their motives but also their fears.

      April is just twenty-two when we first meet her, and the story begins with her running from her fears right into a storm. Part of developing her character was figuring out why she was such a romantic and yet awkward around men. Why did she spend more time working than going out with friends like other girls her age?

      April had it rough. She never had the same opportunities other kids had. After her father died, she was left in the care of her mother—a drug addict and prostitute. On top of that, her mother resented her. One can only imagine what kind of psychological impact that would have on a young child. April wound up in juvie at one point, and eventually she and her sister moved in with their grandmother, who had her own addiction issues. This is a reality for many people. They come from broken homes, have an unstable childhood, and struggle. They can either repeat the cycle or fight to get out.

      But she’s not alone. Her best friend, Trevor, looks out for her even though he’s got issues of his own.

      April decided that education and lofty career goals were her ticket out. Fate has a way of kicking people when they’re down, so the debt she inherited was soul crushing.

      April’s compassion shines when she risks her life to help an injured wolf. Reno never forgot the kindness he received from a human, and he couldn’t stay away. I love the “different worlds” trope, and this had a lot of layers to it other than the fact they were different Breeds.

      The Target scene is a reader favorite, as is mine! I wanted to balance Reno out so he didn’t come across as this tough biker guy when he actually has a sweet nature. The point of his act was showing her that she can be happy no matter her circumstance. It’s all about perspective. More than that, he saw a girl struggling and wanted her to feel like a princess for a day. You see, Reno’s a problem solver. He fixes things, including her trailer. But he soon realizes that April isn’t something he can put a patch on and make better.

      I’m not big on writing the perfect hero or heroine. We’ve all got our walls and our hang-ups. Reno’s got a touch of OCD, he can be standoffish, and though he’s the eldest brother, he’ll always fall second in rank. Reno also harbors shame from a woman who rejected him for his inability to have children.

      It would have been easy to write the hero trope where the guy swoops in and rescues the damsel from all her financial woes, but April needed to rescue herself even if that meant making mistakes along the way. Characters need to make mistakes to grow. And sometimes decisions others may consider wrong are the right ones for us. She needed to face her fears, make her own decisions, learn to trust others, and ultimately realize what matters in life. Even though she wound up negotiating a deal in the end with Maddox, it mutually benefited them in different ways. Reno needed to stop trying to control everything.

      A few readers felt the end of this book did not have an HEA because April did not become immortal. Happily-ever-afters are about love and commitment, not any promise of how many years we get to enjoy that. There are no guarantees in life. In fact, this was more of an HEA than most of the other couples because Reno was willing to accept whatever time they had together. His love was limitless, and he accepted her just as she was. He didn’t receive that same acceptance from his past love.

      Six Months will always hold a special place in my heart for the gentle love that blossomed between two people from different worlds who were willing to love each other without conditions.
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        Word count: 106,259

        Published: July, 2014

        First chapter line: The only thing in this world I loved more than a frozen chocolate shake on a hot spring day was combustible sex on a kitchen table.

        Last line: “Because, Isabelle, you’re more than just the girl who stole my heart—you’re my sexy little redhead.”

      

      

      Izzy has always loved the freedom and adventure of life on the road, but she’s recently decided to settle down—as much as a rogue wolf can. When her boyfriend gets her a job working at a hot Shifter bar, she runs into the last person on earth she expected to see again.

      Jericho isn’t the famous rock star he once was, though he still plays in a local band and loves to party. Beautiful women come and go, but music is his only passion—until a sassy redhead named Isabelle Monroe shows up unexpectedly.

      Fate reunites two former friends living with one foot in the present and the other in the past. But will they have a future when one of them is forced to choose between life and death? Old habits die hard, and sometimes the toughest addictions to shake are the ones that control our hearts.
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        AUTHOR’S NOTE:

      

      

      Every relationship in the series is unique. And then there’s the explosive chemistry between Izzy and Jericho.

      Because they were only friends, this wasn’t exactly a second-chance romance. Yet even back then, there was always an undeniable chemistry crackling beneath the surface. More importantly, their story is all about timing. There’s no question that their relationship would have fallen apart all those years ago had they decided to be more than just friends. Neither was ready for commitment, and Jericho was in a bad place.

      I love Izzy. She’s my girl. A real firecracker who’s not only confident but hilarious. Through her, we see how dangerous it is for a lone female—especially a wolf without a pack. But she didn’t grow up in one. Izzy lived in an unstable environment that left her feeling constantly on edge and vulnerable. Her family let her down. When things got bad, she fled. That was how she made problems go away. But all that running led her right back to the one person who knew her best: Jericho Sexton Cole.

      Unlike Izzy, Jericho had loving parents and supportive siblings, but even those with everything can slip. The rock star lifestyle went to his head, and he succumbed to addiction, women, and selfish behavior. As a result, he lost the only person who ever mattered.

      He almost lost his family.

      Izzy knew Jericho back when he worked as a roadie. In fact, she was the one who gave him the push he needed to start his own band. He was the closest she’d ever felt to anyone. Fast-forward years later. Now it’s Jericho who has his life together, and Izzy’s is spinning out of control. Even
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