
        
            [image: cover]
        


103 Crafts & Activities for Preschoolers
&Toddlers

Year Round Fun & Educational Projects
You & Your Kids Can Do Together At Home

Katherine Smiley

Copyright© 2013 by Katherine Smiley

Smashwords Edition


103 Crafts & Activities for Preschoolers
&Toddlers

Copyright© 2013. All Rights Reserved.

Warning: The unauthorized reproduction or
distribution of this copyrighted work is illegal. No part of this
book may be scanned, uploaded or distributed via internet or other
means, electronic or print without the author’s permission.
Criminal copyright infringement without monetary gain is
investigated by the FBI and is punishable by up to 5 years in
federal prison and a fine of $250,000. (http://www.fbi.gov/ipr/).
Please purchase only authorized electronic or print editions and do
not participate in or encourage the electronic piracy of
copyrighted material.


LEGAL NOTICE

The Publisher has strived to be as accurate
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Introduction

I used to be a
nanny for four children and I loved the busy schedule because it
really made my workday fly by. However, one of the best parts of
the day was after the chaos of the morning rush was over and the
three older kids were on their way to school. Then, I could
brainstorm up fun activities to do with the youngest child in the
family that would keep us occupied for a while.

He was so ready to explore what the world
could offer him in terms of mental stimulation and hands on
learning, as are most preschoolers. It was fascinating watching how
amazed and sometimes amused he became during certain craft
creations and when we played games.

A lot of the activities would get him to
think critically and ask relevant questions that I was only too
happy to answer. It was most heartwarming to see how excited he was
to present the products of our days to his parents and family when
they got home.

Toddlers and preschoolers can be difficult to
keep them from distracted because their attention spans tend to be
short lived. Yet, they are curious and imaginative and so much fun
to spend time with. Furthermore, most young children just want to
be entertained throughout the hours of the day and are eager to
learn anything they can.

Now, you too can collaborate with your little
one on art masterpieces and decorative crafts, as well as play
educational games. Whether you’re a parent, nanny, day care
provider, or preschool teacher, you can benefit from the long list
of activities I provided in this guide to stimulate children’s
minds and keep their hands busy for hours.

In this guide you will find a wealth of ideas
to share with your young child. Some of the activities require your
close supervision as potentially dangerous supplies or tools might
be involved. Many of the arts and crafts projects will result in
beautiful seasonal decorations to display in your home. You will be
astounded by the creations you can make with your preschooler, who
will, alternatively, be enthusiastic about tapping their
imagination, enhancing their knowledge, and most of all, spending
valuable time with you.

The Best Way to Use This Book

 The
activities are split into four main categories that correspond to
the four seasons. Many of the projects can be done during any
season, but the subcategories are themed. Thus, the first
subcategory is a “Let’s Go” type of category. “Let’s Go Fishing”
falls under Spring activities, “Let’s Go on a Safari” is found
under Summer, and so on.

The second subcategory of each season
contains two subjects of which the first four activities can be
thought of as more masculine while the last four can be thought of
as more feminine (although this is not necessarily so in each
case). The first example is “Pirates and Princesses” under the
Spring category where the first four activities are pirate themed
and the last four are medieval or princess themed.

All the other seasons have similar
subcategories and all the activities are explained in thorough
detail using uncomplicated supplies to make original crafts and
engage in unique games.

Enjoy!


I. Spring

Let’s Go
Fishing


Activity #1: Reel ‘Em In

Make a pole and decorate some fish, and see
how many letters, numbers, shapes, and colors your little one can
catch!

For a very fun fishing game, you will need a
long, sturdy stick or rod, some string, and a magnet. Tie one end
of the string to the end of the stick, and the other to the magnet,
which acts as your bait. Then, cut out some fishy shapes from
different colored construction paper or drawing paper.

Have the kids decorate the fish any way they
like, but make sure that they leave space for you to add letters,
numbers, or shapes. You can write the numbers and letters on with a
marker, or use those extra mailbox stickers you have laying around.
Either way, add a paperclip to each of the fish. This is the metal
that will become attracted to the magnet.

Now, throw the fish on the carpet or floor,
making sure to spread them out a bit. Have the children take turns
fishing. Every time they pull up a fish, ask them if they can tell
you the correct letter, number, or shape on the fish, and the
correct color of the fish, too. If they are right, add that fish to
his or her keep pile. If they do not know the correct answer, they
must put the fish back onto the floor.

The child with the most fish at the end wins,
and maybe gets to choose the next activity as a prize! Kids love
this game! And it’s educational, too!

Activity #2: An Aquarium To Eat

Using Blue Jello and Gummy Fish

You can make an edible aquarium that’s fun
for kids to eat, and yummy for adults, too! This treat can be made
in either small plastic cups (for individual servings), a large
punch bowl (great for a party) or in any type of clear plastic
container that’s suitable for food use and can be put in the
refrigerator. You will have to follow the directions on the box of
blue Jello to determine the amount you will need to make for
whichever container you use.

Then, make the Jello, also according to the
instructions printed on the box. Pour your mixture into the
container and let it cool in your refrigerator for about an hour.
You only want to let the Jello set partially so that you can add
some swimming friends.

After that hour in the fridge, pull out your
partially set Jello and add some gummy fish of different colors to
your edible aquarium. You will want to push some down and leave
some closer to the surface to vary the fish and make it seem like
they’re swimming. Put your creation back into the refrigerator and
let it set completely. When it’s done, you will have a fun, fishy
treat to share with any little ones.

Activity #3: Betta Fish Habitat

An easy pet and a home decoration.

Most children love pets but they can be a lot
of work! Betta fish are easy to take care of and can satisfy your
small child’s desire for a pet. Even better, you can make a betta
fish habitat that serves as a piece of elegant home décor, too.

First, pick a vase. Betta fish do not need a
ton of room and indeed, prefer to live in a small container. You
might already have a glass vase that’s the perfect size, but if
not, they’re easy to find. Make sure it is one that is tapered at
the top. Have your little one fill the bottom with about two inches
of colorful stones, marbles, or shells. Add some small aquarium
decorations if desired.

Some craft stores have betta fish/plant kits
that come with a vase and a piece of plastic. If you cannot find
one of these kits, you will need a small piece of plastic that you
can cut a hole into. The plastic is going to keep the plant from
falling in, so it should fit down into the top a bit, but not fall
all the way into the vase.

Plants that thrive in water can be found in
nearly any hardware or garden supply center. Just make sure to read
the directions or ask questions if you are not sure about a certain
plant.

Finally, you and your child can go pick out a
betta fish! They come in a multitude of
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