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			Preface

			I wrote these Scriptural reflections during my lenten hermitage in Arizona in 2010. They came very easily and even quickly, which is the gift of long times of silence and solitude. I hope they will be a gift to you, especially to any of you who want to go deeper yourselves, or have been charged with the great work of preaching or teaching.

			I suggested the title to the editors at St. Anthony Messenger Press because I was experiencing being caught up in a wondrous loop of realizations that kept tightening, revealing, and confirming themselves at ever deeper levels. There was the inner prayer that found itself in outer Scriptures, and written Scriptures that allowed me to trust and affirm my inner experience. There was a clear downward death cycle in the lenten readings which was inherently becoming an upward life cycle. It was a most contemplative time, and yet the social implications of the Scriptures were also undeniable from such a spacious place. Action and contemplation were in a clear embrace, needing and loving one another.

			It was indeed wondrous for me how the synchronicities, signs, and symbols were soon appearing everywhere—in my study, in my prayer, in my long desert nature walks, and on the written page. The days were a constant flow. By the time I got to Holy Saturday, I realized that what I would consider almost all of the major themes of Scripture, or at least Scripture as I understood it, had found their way onto paper! So I suggested that this not be presented as daily meditations, although I hope it would be that too, but a lenten-based encounter with the Bible itself. Not just “what” is in the Bible, but more “how” we can interpret the Scriptures for ourselves, and grow through these parallel situations today. Not so much information as an experience of transformation, not so much explanation as Encounter itself.

			I thank dear Margaret Slattery for offering me her “hermitage” in well-named “Carefree” Arizona, so that I could be free to enjoy this time of immense grace and inner Sabbath, and write these reflections.

			My hope and prayer is that the reading might be a real hermitage experience for you too, and your own kind of Encounter.

			Richard Rohr

			Lent 2010

			Carefree, Arizona

		

	
		
			Introduction

			The Wondrous Loop

			There are two moments that matter. One is when you know that your one and only life is absolutely valuable and alive. The other is when you know your life, as presently lived, is entirely pointless and empty. You need both of them to keep you going in the right direction. Lent is about both. The first such moment gives you energy and joy by connecting you with your ultimate Source and Ground. The second gives you limits and boundaries, and a proper humility, so you keep seeking the Source and Ground and not just your small self.

			The paradox, of course, is that you find yourself anyway: your Big Self in God and your little self in you. God loves them both. Saint Teresa of Avila summed it up when she said, “We find God in ourselves, and we find ourselves in God.” With such a maxim, she did not likely need a therapist. Yet, I would add, that it is always much more like being found than actually finding anything! As Paul put it, “then I shall know as fully as I am known” (1 Corinthians 13:12).

			So during these forty days of Lent, let’s allow ourselves to be known! All the way through. Nothing to hide from, in ourselves, from ourselves, or from God. Allow yourself to be fully known, and you will know what you need to know. This is my desire in writing these meditations. It is in this wondrous loop of divine disclosure, our own now safe self-disclosure, and a healing mutual acceptance—that we grow “in wisdom, maturity, and grace” (Luke 2:40). In fact, that is the way that all love happens, and the only way we grow at all.

			I will begin each meditation with a single title or phrase that for me sums up the point. One-liners can often be remembered more than paragraphs. Then I will reverse the common process, and offer you the meditation first—and then key passages from the readings afterward. I hope that will allow you to read the precise Scripture with clarity, insight—and new desire! I have found that in the spiritual life, less is always more. Long, or too many Scriptures, just keep us from needed focus and impact. We do not know where to look and so end up looking nowhere, and then leaving in a muddle of pious confusion. A little bit of God’s Word goes a long way. To do this best, I will compose a legitimate Scripture translation from several sources, usually a combination of the New American Bible, the Jerusalem Bible, and sometimes with some inspiration from The Message translation of Eugene Peterson, which is often brilliant. You will not be disappointed or misled. If this leads you to check out the Scripture passage with your own translation, that is even better.

			Since many Christians tend to read or recite prayers, instead of praying from the heart, I am deliberately not going to compose full prayers for you each day. I will offer you an invitation to your own self-disclosure to the Holy One—a “starter prayer,” as it were. I want you to get inside this wondrous loop of divine dialogue for yourself, and in your own conscious and sincere words.

			These meditations on the daily readings of Lent are not for the sake of mere information, or even for academia (although I hope it will satisfy both), but for the sake of our transformation into our original “image and likeness,” which is, we are told, the very image of God (Genesis 1:26). What always and finally matters for all of us is the Encounter itself!

		

	
		
			Ash Wednesday

			Another Start!

			2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2

			It seems that we need beginnings, or everything eventually devolves and declines into unnecessary and sad endings. You were made for so much more! So today you must pray for the desire to desire! Even if you do not feel it yet, ask for new and even unknown desires. For you will eventually get what you really desire! I promise you. It is the Holy Spirit doing the desiring at your deepest level. Therefore you will get nothing less than what you really desire, and almost surely much more.

			You are the desiring of God. God desires through you and longs for Life and Love through you and in you. Allow it, speak it, and you will find your place in the universe of things. Now let me tell you something: You cannot begin to desire something if you have not already slightly tasted it. Now make that deep and hidden desire conscious, deliberate, and wholehearted. Make your desires good and far-reaching on this Ash Wednesday of new beginnings. You could not have such desires if God had not already desired them first—in you and for you and as you!

			Remember finally, that the ashes on your forehead are created from the burnt palms of last Palm Sunday. New beginnings invariably come from old false things that are allowed to die.

			Today’s Readings

			“We are ambassadors for Christ, God as it were appealing through us. We implore you in Christ’s name: know that you are a friend of God!…We beg you not to receive this grace of God in vain. God has already said, ‘In a favorable time I have heard you; on the day of salvation, I have helped you’ [Isaiah 49:8]. Well, now is that favorable time! Today is the day of salvation!”

			2 Corinthians 5:20; 6:1–2

			Starter Prayer

			“God, give me the desire to desire what you want me to desire.”

		

	
		
			Thursday After Ash Wednesday

			Decision Precedes Depth

			Deuteronomy 30:15–20; Luke 9:22–25

			I once wrote a book on non-dual thinking. This is the way the saints and mystics think, not either-or but both-and. It is the inner hardware which makes them able to forgive, overlook offenses, show mercy to all, care for the poor, and even to love their enemies. Most of us know we should do these things, but frankly we do not know how.

			As I began to teach on this subject, many rightly pointed out that the Bible seems to have a lot of dualistic thinking in it too. We will see this today in both Moses and Jesus who set before us clear and urgent choices. We have only one life, and great teachers know that we must discover our true destiny, which we call “saving our soul.” At some point in life, this calls for some clear choices: “blessing or curse” in Moses’ language, “true self and false self” in Jesus’ terms.

			Only people who first choose “dualistically” for the Big Picture, the life adventure, the journey with God, eventually proceed to non-dual thinking or “mercy.” Sort of a paradox, isn’t it? You need both to go the full distance. Clear choice and decision gets you started, aims you on the right course, and then if you stay on it, that very path will open you up to subtlety, nuance, shadow, contradictions, inconsistencies,

			brokenness, and variance in almost everything. One soon realizes that what Jesus said is indeed true: Nothing is
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