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  Foreword






Welcome to the World of GKP’s Most Haunted Places Series
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Dear Reader,




Welcome to Grant Kelly Publications’ Most Haunted Places series, where the eerie and unexplained await you! We’re thrilled to have you join us as a fellow seeker of the supernatural. There’s something uniquely fascinating about exploring locations steeped in mystery, uncovering ghostly encounters, and delving into tales that send shivers down our spines.




At GKP, we’re passionate about bringing you stories that captivate your imagination and immerse you in the world of the unknown. Each book in this series is crafted with care, blending historical intrigue with spine-chilling accounts of the paranormal. We’re excited to share these haunting tales with you and hope they offer you an unforgettable reading experience.




Thank you for embarking on this journey with us. If you enjoy this volume, we would greatly appreciate it if you could leave a review. Your feedback helps us grow, inspires others to discover these tales, and ensures we can continue to explore the most haunted places in the world together.




Happy reading,




The GKP Team







  Preface



Welcome to the First Volume of GKP Most Haunted Places 

Illustrated Editions
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This special edition brings together four haunting tales from the GKP Most Haunted Places series, now enhanced with vivid illustrations that enrich the storytelling experience. Each story remains true to its original form but is now paired with striking visuals designed to draw you deeper into the eerie worlds we’ve uncovered. Whether you’ve read these stories before or are encountering them for the first time, this illustrated collection offers a fresh, immersive way to experience the mysteries within.




At GKP, we aim to cater to every lover of the supernatural. Some readers crave short, captivating tales, while others seek out collectible editions that add depth to their experience. This illustrated collection strikes the perfect balance, offering mid-length volumes combined with atmospheric artwork to heighten the sense of mystery and intrigue.




In this volume, you’ll explore four chilling locations, each with its own haunting legacy. Secrets of Hoia-Baicu takes you into Romania’s infamous “Bermuda Triangle,” a forest alive with eerie phenomena, ghostly lights, and unexplained disappearances. Ghosts of Myrtles Plantation uncovers the haunted history of one of America’s most infamous plantations, where restless spirits refuse to let the past remain buried. St. George’s Church invites you inside the ancient walls of this European church, where the echoes of lost souls still linger. Finally, The Valley of the Kings ventures beneath the sands of Luxor to the legendary burial grounds of Egypt’s pharaohs, where curses and whispers from the past haunt the living.




Each of these stories blends history and the supernatural to create a truly immersive experience. The illustrations woven throughout this edition aim to enhance your connection to each tale, capturing the essence of these haunted locations while preserving the thrill of discovery.
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This Illustrated Edition marks an exciting milestone for the Most Haunted Places series as we continue to explore new ways of sharing these stories with readers around the world. With plans for audiobooks, additional illustrated volumes, and other special editions, we’re committed to bringing you even more haunting tales while staying true to the heart of what makes this series so compelling.




Thank you for joining us on this journey. Whether you’re a long-time fan of GKP or new to these chilling tales, we hope this volume stirs your curiosity, ignites your imagination, and leaves you eager for more.






I

Secrets of Hoia-Baciu Forest

Series 1 - Book 1







  
  1

  
  
  The Forest That Watches

  
  




Nestled on the outskirts of Cluj-Napoca, Romania, the Hoia-Baciu Forest exudes an eerie beauty that captivates and unnerves all who enter. Its gnarled trees twist in unnatural patterns, their knotted branches reaching skyward like skeletal hands clawing at the heavens. Sunlight struggles to penetrate the dense canopy, casting the forest in a perpetual twilight. To locals, this is no ordinary forest. It is a place steeped in dread, where the natural and supernatural collide.




The Hoia-Baciu Forest earned its nickname, “The Bermuda Triangle of Romania,” after decades of unexplained phenomena that have left even sceptics questioning its nature. Visitors have reported being overwhelmed by feelings of dread and unease, as though the forest itself is watching them. The sensation is often accompanied by a drop in temperature, even on the warmest days, and a strange, low hum that seems to come from everywhere and nowhere at once.




Compasses spin erratically, and electronics frequently malfunction, their batteries inexplicably drained. Those who dare to venture deeper into the forest often lose their sense of direction, no matter how carefully they map their route. 
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Paths appear to twist and shift, leading travellers in circles. Some describe hearing faint whispers carried on the wind, their tones too low to distinguish but unmistakably human.




One of the forest’s most enigmatic features is a circular clearing known as “The Dead Zone.” This barren patch of land, devoid of any vegetation, has become the epicentre of the forest’s paranormal reputation. No matter how much time passes, nothing grows within its boundaries. It is as though the clearing is frozen in time, untouched by the natural cycles of life and decay.




Adding to the mystery are the glowing orbs often seen floating among the trees. These lights, varying in size and intensity, move in patterns that suggest intelligence. Some believe they are spirits or entities, while others suggest they are a form of energy unknown to science.




For those who enter Hoia-Baciu, the experience is unforgettable. The forest’s oppressive energy seems to seep into their very bones, leaving them with a lingering sense of unease long after they leave. As we begin our exploration of this haunted wilderness, prepare to encounter a place where the boundaries between reality and the supernatural blur, and every shadow hides a secret.








  
  2

  
  
  Legends of the Cursed Land

  
  




The Hoia-Baciu Forest is a place of stories—tales of curses, disappearances, and restless spirits passed down through generations. To the locals, it is more than just a forest; it is a place of power and fear, its soil tainted by tragedy. Legends say the land was once the site of brutal battles, its trees bearing witness to unimaginable bloodshed. The spirits of those who perished are believed to remain, bound to the land by anger and sorrow.




One of the forest’s oldest and most enduring legends is that of the shepherd who vanished without a trace. According to the story, the shepherd entered the forest centuries ago with his flock of 200 sheep. Neither he nor his animals were ever seen again. When villagers searched for him, they found no evidence of an attack, no scattered wool or tracks leading out of the forest. It was as if he had been swallowed whole by the trees.




Equally chilling is the tale of the young girl who disappeared into the forest, only to reappear five years later. The child, still wearing the same clothes she had on the day she vanished, bore no memory of where she had been or how she had survived. Her clothes showed no signs of wear, and her skin was unmarked by the elements. To this day, her story remains one of the forest’s most unsettling mysteries.




The forest is also said to be home to a spectral woman in white, her long hair obscuring her face. Travelers who encounter her describe a chilling experience. She appears suddenly, often blocking the path, her form shimmering like a heat mirage. Her presence is accompanied by an overwhelming sense of dread, as though she is pulling the air from the lungs of those who see her.




Some legends even suggest that the forest itself is alive—a sentient entity that preys on those who enter its boundaries. It is said to confuse and disorient travellers, leading them deeper into its heart until they are hopelessly lost.
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For the people of Cluj-Napoca, these stories are more than folklore—they are warnings. To many, the forest is a cursed land, its trees whispering of tragedies long past and secrets better left undiscovered.
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