

    
        
          The Rift Redemption

        

        
        
          Moonlight Pact series, Volume 2

        

        
        
          Kenneth Thomas

        

        
          Published by Kenneth Thomas, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE RIFT REDEMPTION

    

    
      First edition. November 20, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Kenneth Thomas.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8230196594

    

    
    
      Written by Kenneth Thomas.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Kenneth Thomas

	    

      
	    
          
	      Alchemists Cost

          
        
          
	          The Alchemist's Cost

          
        
          
	          Eternity's Past

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Beneath Cypress Skies

          
        
          
	          Another Cypress Sky

          
        
          
	          Beneath the Cypress Moon

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Harrow Harbor Mysteries

          
        
          
	          Whispering Harbor Mystery

          
        
          
	          The Secret of the Cavern

          
        
          
	          The Ghost Ships Shadow

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hypernova City Series

          
        
          
	          Code of Shadows

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Infernum Maximus

          
        
          
	          The Fires Of Infernum Maximus

          
        
          
	          Infernum Solutus

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Moonlight Pact series

          
        
          
	          The Moonlight Pact

          
        
          
	          The Rift Redemption

          
        
          
	          The Riftbound Legacy

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Awakening Thread Chronicles

          
        
          
	          The Awakening Thread

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Broke Kids Club

          
        
          
	          The Broke Kids Club

          
        
          
	          The Broke Kids Club: Ripples of Change

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Broke Kids Club Collection

          
        
          
	          The Broke Kids Club Collection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Convergence of Minds series

          
        
          
	          The Digital Agora

          
        
          
	          Foundation of the Agora

          
        
          
	          Beyond the Agora

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Echoes of Eternity

          
        
          
	          The Awakening of Nephira

          
        
          
	          The Rift Of Worlds

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Eclipse Chronicles

          
        
          
	          Shards of Light

          
        
          
	          Eclipse Reaver

          
        
          
	          Axis Reforged

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Expanse Within

          
        
          
	          The Expanse Within

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Veil of Shadows Series

          
        
          
	          Shattered Dominion

          
        
          
	          The Fractured Path

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Whispers on Petals

          
        
          
	          Petals of Eternity

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Undone Series

          
        
          
	          UNMASKED The Sacred Rebellion of the Real Self

          
        
          
	          UNBROKEN: The Warrior’s Stillness

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          A Tail of Darkness To Light

          
        
          
	          The Mirror Within

          
        
          
	          Echoes of Ink and Heart

          
        
          
	          Purpose Over Power: The Visionary Path of Servant Leadership

          
        
          
	          The Questions That Shape Us: Finding Life's Wisdom-The Power of Inquiry

          
        
          
	          Where the Shadows Settle

          
        
          
	          30 Days to Inner Freedom: A Mindful Journey in Addiction Recovery

          
        
          
	          Towards a Sustainable Future: The UN’s 17 Goals

          
        
          
	          Echoes of Becoming

          
        
          
	          Cognitive Freedom: The Stoic Path to Resilience and Recovery

          
        
          
	          Beneath the Cypress Sky

          
        
          
	          The Unbroken Pen

          
        
          
	          Where Tides Meet

          
        
          
	          Whispers on Petals

          
        
          
	          A Love Written In Starlight

          
        
          
	          The Twilight Alchemy of Jekyll and Hyde

          
        
          
	          Whispers of the Wild Frontier

          
        
          
	          The Last Prediction

          
        
          
	          Tales of the Midnight Traveler

          
        
          
	          Echoes of Eden

          
        
          
	          Throne of Light

          
        
          
	          Ashes of Ambition

          
        
          
	          Fail Fest: Wisdom In The Wreckage

          
        
          
	          Golden Harmony

          
        
          
	          Veilwake

          
        
          
	          Unseen Scars

          
        
          
	          The Widow and the Outlaw

          
        
          
	          Architect"s Illusion

          
        
          
	          THE SOVEREIGN AGE

          
        
          
	          Undone: The Art of Becoming Without Permission

          
        
          
	          Unseen Lanterns

          
        
          
	          The Last Letter From Perdition

          
        
          
	          Ashes in the Wind

          
        
          
	          The Loads We Carry

          
        
          
	          The Quiet War A Field Manual For Men Who Fight In Silence

          
        
          
	          The Christmas Bell

          
        
          
	          Boundaries Without War

          
        
      

      
    
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Kenneth Thomas

The Rift Redemption (Moonlight Pact series, #2)

Chapter One

Chapter Two

Chapter Three

Chapter Four

Chapter Five

Chapter Six

Chapter Seven

Chapter Eight

Chapter Nine

Chapter Ten

Chapter Eleven

Chapter Twelve

Chapter Thirteen

Chapter Fourteen

Chapter Fifteen

Chapter Sixteen

Epilogue

Also By Kenneth Thomas


The Rift’s Redemption

A Paranormal Romance Novel

By Kenneth Thomas

Prologue: Shattered Bonds

The rift had always been a mystery. No one knew where it came from, only that its dark energy spread like a disease, consuming everything in its path. The witches of the Kwan coven whispered of ancient magic gone wrong. The wolves of the Draven pack spoke of betrayal, of bonds that were broken long ago. Both were right, and both were wrong.

For Elara Kwan, the rift wasn’t just a problem—it was a reminder. It had forced her into an uneasy alliance with Kael Draven, the alpha of a rival pack, binding their lives together in ways she still didn’t fully understand. They had closed the first rift together, severing the fragile magical bond that had tethered them, but the scars of that battle still lingered.

Elara had always believed she could face anything alone. She had been raised to be strong, to protect her coven no matter the cost. But standing against the rift had shown her a truth she couldn’t ignore: strength wasn’t enough. Trust, however fragile, was the only thing that could keep the darkness at bay. And trust was something Elara had spent her whole life avoiding.

Kael Draven had his own demons. The loss of his mate had left him hollow, and the rift’s shadow had only deepened that void. For years, he had carried the guilt of his pack’s losses, their pain weighing on him like chains. His alliance with Elara had been a reluctant one, born of necessity. But through the battle with the rift, he had seen glimpses of something he thought he had lost forever—a connection, a chance to feel whole again.

Their victory over the first rift had come at a cost. The bond that had given them the strength to defeat it was gone, severed in the final battle. But the rifts hadn’t disappeared. If anything, they were spreading, their dark energy twisting love into hate, turning trust into betrayal.

Now, as a new rift loomed on the horizon, Elara and Kael would have to face the truth: their fight was far from over. And this time, the stakes were even higher. The rift wasn’t just threatening their world—it was threatening them. If they couldn’t find a way to trust each other fully, the darkness would consume them both.

Because the rift wasn’t just a force. It was alive. And it was waiting.
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Chapter One
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The forest was unnaturally quiet as Elara Kwan approached the clearing, her staff glowing faintly in the dim morning light. She hadn’t wanted this assignment—tracking a newly reported rift on the border of wolf and witch territories felt more like a punishment than a mission—but the council hadn’t given her much choice. A rift near human settlements was dangerous, and the witches couldn’t afford another disaster.

The ground beneath her boots was damp, the scent of moss and decay thick in the air. As she neared the source of the disturbance, a chill ran down her spine. The clearing ahead was marked by a jagged tear in reality, a rift that pulsed with dark energy. Tendrils of shadow coiled and writhed from its edges, curling into the air like smoke. The sight of it made her stomach twist.

Raising her staff, she muttered a low spell under her breath, the light from the carved wood intensifying. The air grew heavier with each step she took toward the rift, pressing against her chest as if trying to push her away. It reminded her too much of the first rift she had faced, the one that had nearly killed her—and bound her life to Kael Draven.

She shook off the thought. The bond was gone now, severed in the final moments of their battle. But its absence hadn’t erased the memory of it, or the way Kael’s presence had felt like a constant hum in the back of her mind. She hadn’t seen him since, and she preferred it that way. Wolves and witches didn’t mix well. They never had.

Elara took a cautious step closer to the rift, her magic stirring in response. The tendrils of shadow seemed to react, curling toward her as if drawn to the light of her staff. She tightened her grip and began to chant, the familiar rhythm of the spell grounding her. The shadows recoiled slightly, but the rift pulsed in defiance, sending a wave of cold air rushing toward her.

Before she could adjust her footing, a deep voice cut through the quiet.

“You shouldn’t be here alone.”

Elara turned sharply, her staff raised defensively, and her heart sank when she saw who it was. Kael Draven stepped out from the shadows, his golden eyes gleaming in the pale light. He was dressed in his usual dark leathers, the faint sheen of damp forest air clinging to him. His presence was as commanding as ever, his broad shoulders and sharp gaze impossible to ignore.

“What are you doing here?” she demanded, lowering her staff but keeping her magic ready.

Kael stopped a few feet away, his expression unreadable. “Protecting my territory.”

“This isn’t just your territory,” she snapped. “It’s on the border. That makes it my responsibility.”

“And yet, here you are. Alone.” His gaze flicked to the rift, then back to her. “You’re either very brave or very reckless.”

Elara bristled at the insinuation, the familiar tension between them sparking to life. “I don’t need your approval, Kael. I’ve handled worse than this.”

His golden eyes narrowed, but he didn’t argue. Instead, he stepped closer to the rift, his movements slow and deliberate. The tendrils of shadow seemed to shift toward him, their movements more aggressive now, as if sensing his presence.

“It’s stronger than the last one,” he said, his voice low.

Elara frowned. “You’ve seen another?”

Kael’s jaw tightened. “Near my pack’s territory. Smaller, but spreading.”

Her stomach twisted at the implication. “The council hasn’t reported any new rifts.”

“Because they don’t care what happens on wolf lands,” he said flatly. “But this one—it’s different.”

Elara turned back to the rift, her magic flaring faintly as she studied it. She didn’t want to admit it, but he was right. This rift felt stronger, its energy darker, heavier. There was something almost alive about it, something she hadn’t sensed before.

“What do you suggest we do?” she asked reluctantly.

Kael gave a faint smirk, the kind that made her want to hex him. “We handle it. Together.”

“I don’t need your help,” she said sharply.

“You might not want it, but you need it,” he replied, stepping closer. “This isn’t something you can close on your own.”

She hated how logical he sounded. As much as she despised relying on him, she couldn
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