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1. Foreword
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Rediscovering European History And Western Civilization: From Anatolia And Caucasus?

It has been widely accepted that Western civilization started around 4 thousand years ago, or 4 tya, in ancient Greece. It is also known that ancient Greece inherited much from the preceding Mesopotamia Civilization of 6 tya.

European and western civilizations did indeed learn much from Mesopotamia, the fertile crescent in the Middle East, the strip of land above the Persian Gulf, where the Sumerians, Assyrians, Akkadians, Babylonians, Hittites, and Ancient Persians held sway and built their powerful empires and their impressive civilizations.

But recent paleogenetics evidence has turn up surprising information on how Europe and Western Civilization are closely related to the ancient cultures in Anatolia and Caucasus.
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2. European And Western Civilization
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Recent paleogenetic evidence revealed that European civilization actually began in 8 tya with migrant neolithic farmers from Anatolia, and accelerated in 5 tya with the mass migration to Europe of Yamnaya nomads from the Caucasus in the Black Sea and Caspian Sea region.

The paleogenetic evidence showed that Yamnaya culture came into contact with the ancient Minoan and Mycenaean Greece civilization from 5 tya, and deeply influenced  the various civilizations that followed them in Europe.
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3. Human Migration
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Human migration out of Africa is believed to have started about 65 tya and proceeded to spread to the Middle East and then to the rest of the world.

Out of these massive migrations, five major civilizations were born. They are the Mesopotamia, Egyptian, Indus Valley, Indian (Aryan Vedic) and Chinese civilizations.

Much has always been made of the common belief that Western civilization was the direct descendants of the Mesopotamia and Greek civilization.

But this is now known to be an incomplete understanding.
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4. Human Settlement Of Europe
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From paleogenetic evidence, there were basically three waves of mass migration to Europe from 45 tya.

First, the hunter-gatherers from Africa; second, the neolithic farmers from Turkiye; and finally, the nomadic Yamnaya from Russia.
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5. Spanish Prehistoric Caves
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In three caves scattered across Spain, researchers have found more than a dozen examples of wall paintings that are from more than 65 tya. These were probably Neanderthals' handiwork.

The Altamira cave in northern Spain is famous for its magnificent prehistoric paintings and engravings which dated from 15 tya. These were undoubtedly those of the earliest Europeans - the first wave of hunter-gatherers from Africa.
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6. French Prehistoric Caves
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More than 400 animals were painted in the original Chauvet cave, at Ardèche, southeastern France, with radiocarbon dating suggesting that these dated back to 35 tya. This makes it the oldest collection of prehistoric art in France.

Interestingly, for comparison, 12,000 km away across the ocean, on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi, ancient humans that reached Indonesia of 45 tya had sketched out in a cave the rotund form of a native pig, complete with a bristly back and face warts. This was indeed evidence of the intrepid early humans trekking across the globe.

The oldest cave painting of horses in Lascaux, in southwestern France, is estimated to have been created in around 12 tya. There were also horses, bison, mammoths, ibex, aurochs, deer, lions, bears, and wolves in the remarkable French cave paintings.

Without doubt, all these were the handiwork of the earliest hunter-gatherers out of Africa.
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7. First, 45 tya, The Hunter-gatherers
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Hunter-gatherers from Africa reached Europe around 45 tya. They ventured into Europe after making their way up through the Middle East. Their DNA suggests they had dark skin and perhaps light eyes.

They came from Africa in the Ice Age and followed retreating glaciers north. They followed the rivers, edging along the Danube from its mouth on the Black Sea deep into western and central Europe.

Their DNA is still prevalent today in southern Baltic countries. Their DNA also indicates they mixed with the Neanderthal, who, within 5,000 years, were gone. Today, about 2% of a typical European’s genome consists of Neanderthal DNA while a typical African has none.
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8. Second, 8 tya, The Neolithic Farmers
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Then, around 8 tya, neolithic farmers with lighter skin tones and dark eyes from present-day Anatolia in Turkiye had joined the first wave of hunter-gatherers in southern Europe before pushing deeper into the continent. Neolithic farmers brought wheat, sheep, cattle, and their own DNA to most of Europe by 6 tya.

They had settled from Bulgaria all the way to Ireland. In Britain, Neolithic people were constructing the now famous Stonehenge at Salisbury plain.
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9. Third Wave, 5 tya, The Yamnaya
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Around 5 tya, the Yamnaya swept in from Russia. They came from the steppes of southern Russia and eastern Ukraine. Their burial custom is very different, with their most prominent men buried with bronze and silver ornaments in mighty grave mounds known as kurgans that still dot the steppes and Mongolia.

Based on paleogenetics, It is likely that these Yamnaya nomads have light skin tones and dark eyes like the present day Scandinavians.

These robust early nomads may also have been the early ancestors of the fearsome Xiongnu in ancient Chinese history of 2 tya, the rampaging Huns that terrorized the Roman Empire in 1.5 tya, and the terrible all-conquering Mongols of 0.8 tya.

The Asian features of these later nomads must have been the result of genetic mixing in subsequent years with Asian populations.

A group of ancestors of Yamnaya may even be the source of the mysterious tribes that built the incredible megalithic stone temple complex at around 11 tya of the Gobekli Tepe ruins in today's southeastern Anatolia, Turkiye, not far from the Black Sea shores.

In any case, the Yamnaya's mastery of horses and wagons introduced a new mobile lifestyle to Europe.

They also introduced the Indo-European languages spoken across much of the continent today.

And, almost inexplicably, they swiftly and totally displaced the neolithic farmers in Europe. The male bloodlines of the European neolithic farmers were erased completely. How was this possible in such a short span of time?

One theory was that they may have brought the plague that



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
REDISCOVERING
EUROPEAN
HISTORY AND
WESTERN
CIVILIZATION

7 \ 1'
From Anatolia
And Caucasus?





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





