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			Sometime in the late previous millennium, in the early years of retirement from the teaching profession, both my wife and I became interested in the genealogy of our respective families. Initially, we visited Record Offices, scanning baptismal, marriage and death documents, and then found ourselves in numerous graveyards between Nottinghamshire and the south coast. We joined Ancestry, Stirnet, Geneanet, and the Society of Genealogists, contacted nearby Mormon record centres, and used these enquiries as an excuse to holiday in, most counties in England. Then came our first computer which gave us access to much more information and a place to store our findings. Soon we found ourselves with a database of many thousands of people in each of our separate family trees. One day, as I looked over my wife’s shoulder as she explored her family connections on her laptop, I noticed several interesting surnames. First of all, the name Shelley appeared, then Arden, Byron and Fielding. Other aristocratic families followed, including Leigh, Hampden and Giffard. Leigh led us to Jane Austen, Hampden to Shakespeare, and Giffard to Walter Giffard and his father, Osbern de Bolebec. We were back in the days of the Domesday Book, the Norman Conquest and beyond. Many people may have researched their own families back to the Eleventh century, but where did these literary people fit in, and were they related distantly to each other? After some time, two cousins appeared, John Dryden and Jonathan Swift, and, later still, a Scottish branch took us to James Boswell. These are the eight literary people who feature in this book. The next question asked, was who was their common ancestor? Lengthy analysis indicated that all eight could be traced back to Osbern de Bolebec the Second, an obscure Norman feudal lord born around 990AD. He was a cousin of Duke Richard II of Normandy. and his sons accompanied their cousin William the Conqueror in the invasion of 1066.

			My wife, Pat, had taught English Literature for nearly four decades, and now found that she was connected with the literary eight. However, it was not just literature, but other names presented themselves, scientists, philosophers, economists, and computer pioneers. One of the latter makes an appearance in this book and names of some of the other “Gold Helix People” are mentioned in the Epilogue.

			A book seemed to be the best way of sharing these findings. Unfortunately, my wife’s health deteriorated, and much of my time was spent in her care in the next four years. She died in 2022, and one of the last things she said was “Now you will be able to write your book.” Four months later, I went to Jane Austen’s House at Chawton and knew that this was what I had to do. For me, it has been a fascinating and inspiring journey. Appropriately, Jane Austen was the first chapter that I wrote. Her contemporaries, Shelley and Byron followed and then back in time to Fielding, Boswell, Swift and his cousin John Dryden, and finally ending with Shakespeare. Each has a biography of their life and work, set in its historical context, and followed by ancestral charts leading to the common ancestor, Osbern de Bolebec II. The earlier chapters set the scene in Normandy and then introduces the Anglo-Normans after the Conquest.
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			The Bolebec Bedrock: A Genetic Hinterland

			The central focus of this book is the Bolebec family, which includes the Giﬀard family. Osbern de Bolebec the Second was a feudal lord in Normandy at the end of the Tenth Century. His eldest son was Walter Giﬀard who was to become one of the most respected and powerful landholders in Post- Conquest England. He chose to use the name Giﬀard, rather than his father’s name, Bolebec, and this was probably because, as a young knight, he acquired the nickname of Giﬀard in a successful military campaign. They were nevertheless father and son, both distantly related to the Dukes of Normandy, and sharing, with their relatives, a mixed French and Scandinavian ancestry. In this respect they were true Normans, part of a new breed which was soon about to become a major powerhouse in Europe. The descendants of the Bolebec family were about to play their part in this success story, not just militarily, but politically and culturally. In England, they, as Normans, would become good administrators, introducing better government systems, playing their part in Magna Carta, parliamentary government, and ecclesiastical reforms. Those same descendants would also become scientists, explorers, the architects, and writers. Osbern de Bolebec was to become the common ancestor of the eight literary people in this book. Without him there would be no Shakespeare, Jane Austen, Byron or Shelley, not to mention, Newton, Darwin or Turing. Osbern, and his family of Bolebec/Giﬀards are the bedrock on which so much was founded.

			The Bedrock in the Eleventh Century

			Today Bolbec (with its more recent spelling) is a commune in the Seine-Maritime department of the region of Normandy, and in the arrondissement of Dieppe. The commune shares its name with the river which ﬂows through it, the River Bolbec. That small river has been the reason for its past prosperity, particularly from the many textile mills which, in the nineteenth century, were situated along its banks. Waterpower, and later steam, drove the looms. Now just one mill remains, largely as a tourist attraction, The river’s length is nearly sixteen kilometres, and then it joins the River Seine on its journey to the sea, through the broad estuary at Honﬂeur. In the eleventh century, Osbern was the ﬁrst recorded Lord of Bolebec, a position he held in the hierarchic feudal system ﬁrmly established in Normandy. That feudal title was held by his successors until 1789, when the unrelated last Lord of Bolebec, was the aristocrat, Le Duc de Charest. That was the time of the French Revolution, and le Duc was eventually sent to the guillotine. Strangely, in that same year of 1789 Bolebec received a visit from Thomas Jeﬀerson, the American ambassador to France and a future president of the new United States. Jeﬀerson may not have realised that he had stumbled upon his own ancestral home, because his genealogy has revealed that he was also a direct ancestor of Osbern de Bolebec.

			Back in eleventh century Bolebec, a more immediate descendant, Hugh de Bolebec, was recorded as giving ﬁnancial support to the transfer of the church of Saint-Michel to the Abbey of Bernay, and in the transfer documents the name of Walter Giﬀard also occurs. These two members of the Bolebec/ Giﬀard family were still involved in their local community.

			In adulthood, Walter Giﬀard was more connected to the commune of Longueville-le Gifart (now Longueville-sur-Scie). This was to be the caput, or seat, of the honour of Giﬀard in Normandy (just as Long Crendon in Buckinghamshire would be his English caput). His presence in Longueville is still today preserved. A Carolingian castle was built in Longueville, initially a wooden structure on a mound, but later replaced by sturdy stone walls by Walter Giﬀard the Second, the ﬁrst Earl of Buckingham. This illustrates the new role that the Giﬀards and the Bolebecs had in trying to maintain properties in both Normandy and England. They and their families, after 1066, were commuting backwards and forwards to their estates on either side of the Channel. Luckily for the Giﬀards, Longueville was only a short journey to the coast at Dieppe and an easy crossing by sail to the Sussex coast (in fact, a route similar to the invasion force of 1066). Other members of the Giﬀard family, Walter the Elder’s son, William Giﬀard, and his daughter and heiress, Rohese de Clare, would play their part in cross-channel visits.

			By the fourteenth century the Longueville estates were owned by the Counts of Evreaux (who happened then to be kings of Spain). The property reverted to French ownership in 1364 after a siege in 1356. It then was owned by a Breton knight, Bertrand du Guescelin, the Count of Ele and by the seventeenth century the title had been raised to a dukedom. In the eighteenth century, the castle was in decline, and its stone was reclaimed and used for building elsewhere. Today the ruins of the Chateau de Longueville are still visible and visited by tourists.

			The Context: From Neustria to Normandy

			The Bolebecs and other related families need to be seen in the context of the changes that took place in the two centuries leading up to the conquest of England. What eventually became the Duchy of Normandy, was previously part of the Frankish kingdom of Neustria, the title given to the “new land.” Its boundary in the south was the River Loire, and in the east either the River Somme or the River Scheldt. In the west it did not normally include Brittany. Neustria was created after the fall of the Roman Empire when it was seized by the Franks in 486 AD. It was ruled by the Frankish kings, and later sub-regions of Neustria were established as “principalities” and ruled by respective sons of the Carolingian kings.

			In the early ninth century a series of raids by Vikings occurred along the Channel coast, particularly in the estuaries of the Rivers Seine and Somme, and along the Cotentin peninsula. These piratic raids came in waves and became more numerous, a pattern that became common in other parts of Western Europe, particularly Eastern England, Scotland, Ireland, and Friesland. In Scandinavia, shipbuilding skills had developed, aided by a plentiful supply of timber. Normandy became a natural target with a series of gently flowing rivers, in parallel. Upstream there were prosperous towns, such as Rouen and Paris, with well-endowed monasteries and cathedrals where rich treasures could be targeted.

			Viking incursions ﬁrst occurred in 820, then subsided but recurred in 840, taking advantage of inﬁghting within Neustria. Some attempts were made to restrict upstream raids by narrowing parts of the river, and by building bridges with fortiﬁcations. This was easier to do upstream from Rouen, but below it much larger spans were needed. Despite these defensive attempts, the Vikings made at least four raids on Paris between 845 and 885. In the ﬁrst three of these they plundered the city and then retreated, but in the last attack they laid siege to the city, which was then an island. They captured prisoners, taking them back to Scandinavia, and came away with valuable treasures.

			Originally, they had settled for Danegeld, a payment for them not to return, but nevertheless they went back again. To make matters worse the Vikings, mainly Danes, had settled in the coastal regions, defended by a large Viking army. With the upperhand, they eventually sought negotiations with Frankish leaders. It was Rollo, probably a Norwegian, who presented his terms, and these were accepted at the Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte in 9111. His strength at the bargaining table was that he had just defeated the Neustrian forces at the Battle of Chartres. He had also married into Frankish aristocracy. His wife was Popa2, who probably married Rollo in the Danish way, known by the Latin term of more danico (literally Danish style). This was usually a result of abduction, which had been the case with Popa, although at that time it also meant secular marriage. Popa had already given birth to their son, William, who would now be legitimised by more danico. He would one day succeed his father as Count of Normandy, and later be regarded as the Second Duke of Normandy, William Longsword.

			The Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte granted Rollo and the Vikings all the land which would become Normandy, the Land of the Northmen, He signed it with Charles III King of West Francia, of whom Rollo was to be a vassal and would agree to become a Christian. A result of this treaty was also that the Scandinavian population would soon integrate with those of Frankish origin, speaking French, adopting the same customs, and sharing the same religion.

			The Bolebec Immediate Family

			Osbern de Bolebec II (980-c1050)

			We know little about the man who is the ancestor of an elite group of Norman magnates, and of powerful Anglo-Norman aristocracy. He is, of course, the eponymous common ancestor of the main foci in this book, the eight outstanding literary ﬁgures from Jane Austen to William Shakespeare. At least he and Shakespeare have one thing in common, they are both somewhat enigmatic characters with little known of their personal lives, which are obscured by the mists of time. However, we do know certain facts and signiﬁcant among them is that he was the nephew of Gunnora, the Duchess of Normandy (his mother Wevia (or Aveline) was her sister. Genealogically, this places Osbern within the ducal family. Duke Richard II was his ﬁrst cousin, the next two Dukes of Normandy, the brothers William and Robert were his second cousins once removed, as were the forbears of the Beaumont, Montgomery, FitzOsbern and Clare families. William the Conqueror was his third cousin. The obscure Osbern de Bolebec3 was truly well-connected. He probably was awarded the lordship of Bolebec due to these connections. Three of his sons (Walter, Osbern and Geoﬀrey) supported their kinsman and were duly rewarded with land holdings in England.

			Walter Giﬀard the Elder (1010-1084)

			Walter Giffard The Elder was an evergreen character whose qualities still shine through the mists of a thousand years. Despite the absence of many hard historical facts, he is accorded a revered status by many writers. I suppose that, if the Normans constituted a political party, he would be regarded as one of its grandees. Whatever the situation he was a man to be relied upon, both on the battlefield and behind the scenes. Almost five hundred years later, Sir Thomas More, was dubbed “A Man for All Seasons”; perhaps, so too was Walter Giffard.

			He had certain advantages. He was a kinsman of William the Conqueror (the two were distant cousins – Walter’s grandmother was the sister of Duchess Gunnora, William’s great-grandmother). His father was the Lord of Bolebec and Walter himself was the Lord or Comte of Longueville.

			Walter (Gauthier) was born in France about 1010, the elder son of Osbern de Bolebec II. He and his brothers were brought up in the family seat at Bolebec, a community in the Pays de Caux in Upper Normandy. Walter had been rewarded for his loyal support of Duke William by the grant of title and lands of the “Counte de Longueville” some forty miles north-east of Bolebec. Walter departed from the practice of being named after the place of his birth or of his land holdings, and instead chose the name Giffard (possibly a nickname). He apparently passed-on the subinfeudary honour of Bolebec to Hugh de Bolebec. These two are recorded as donating the church of Bolebec to the Benedictine Bernay Abbey4 within the Diocese of Lisieux in 1061. It is interesting to note that the Bishop of Lisieux then was Hugo d’Eu whose brother Robert, Count of Eu, was to become a fellow “Companion of the Conqueror” at the Battle of Hastings and whose family also came from the Pays de Caux.

			Robert d’Eu and Walter Giffard were joint commanders of the Norman forces who fought against the Franco-Angevin army at the Battle of Mortemer in 1054. The action was a decisive victory which stemmed the invasion attempt of the French king, Henry I. A further defeat was inflicted on the Franco-Angevin army three years later at Varaville. Normandy was now free from threats of invasion and had thus become a powerful military force. Duke William was a great military strategist, and his commanders and troops were skilled and battle-hardy. He could rely on his military commanders, the nobility of Normandy, in the great battle that was to come.

			Walter’s military expertise was employed by Pope Alexander II as a Christian knight to fight against the Moors in Spain, and in 1064 he took part in the Siege of Barbastro5. After forty days the city was taken with a heavy death toll of the largely Muslim inhabitants. Only the next year, however, it was retaken by the Moors with a massacre this time of the Christians. Sadly, this was to be a forerunner of the much longer international conflict, The Crusades. At what point Walter Giffard returned to Normandy we do not know, but it may have been after the first siege since he is believed to have returned with a white Spanish horse, a gift for Duke William from a Spanish king (probably Sancho Ramirez of Aragon). Walter is reported to have been on a pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostella, probably in 1064.

			We know little of his domestic life back in Longueville. In about 1025 he married Ermengarde, daughter of Gerald Fleitel (who according to Orderic Vitalis6 was “a most powerful lord in Normandy at the time of the Richards”). Ermengarde’s mother was Hereva d’Evereaux who was the granddaughter of Duke Richard I of Normandy. Walter and Ermengarde had eight children between 1030 and 1045 (three girls and five boys). The castle at Longueville was built by Walter and the ruins can still be seen today. The church of St Pierre is also eleventh century and may be the scene where the Giffard children were baptised, and where the family worshipped.

			Enroute to Hastings

			Soon after Walter’s return from Spain he was summoned, at the beginning of 1066, by Duke William to attend a meeting to discuss the possible invasion of England. The Duke had just received the news that Harold Godwinson had been made King of England. This first consultation, with a small number of key nobles, recommended that William should consult more widely throughout Normandy and with allies in Flanders and Brittany. This he did, and soon a consensus of support was committed to the cause throughout Normandy, and in the wider realms of Northern France. The practical support came in the form of pledges from family and from powerful Norman nobles and friends elsewhere in the regions beyond the Duchy. The warring regions of Northern France would unite in a Frankish coalition but would be led by Normandy. Family connections ensured that Flanders would participate. William’s father in-law, Baldwin V of Flanders may have been influential in this, and he also served as the guardian of Emma of Normandy.

			This huge enterprise was being planned and co-ordinated in great detail. In many respects it was similar to that of the 1944 D-Day operation, but in reverse direction. A coalition of allied forces would assemble under a supreme commander. A flotilla of ships or landing craft would be employed (it has been estimated that 696 vessels carried men and equipment). The English were expecting the attack but did not know where and when. The invasion force relied on good weather to transport a huge force (both forces were delayed in this respect, William’s more than Eisenhower’s). Diversionary tactics were needed to make sure the enemy was not prepared to meet them in force (William may have conspired with Harold Hadrada to draw King Harold to Yorkshire where they met in battle at Stamford Bridge). William was then already waiting for Harold’s return to the south coast.

			The Norman invasion was the culmination of a nine-month gestation period in which thorough planning took place for the main event. Walter Giffard’s role in this campaign’s preparation included the gift of 30 ships and 100 horsemen. This was only exceeded by major players such as the Duke’s two half-brothers Robert of Mortain (120 ships) and Odo of Contreville (100 ships). William’s cousin Count Richard of Evereaux (and also related to Walter’s wife Ermengarde) provided 80 ships. Significant contributions came from Roger de Beaumont, Robert d’Eu, William FitzOsbern, Roger de Montgomery, Hugh of Avranches, and even the Abbots of Rouen and Fecamp.

			The ships referred to were Viking-style boats which could land on the beaches carrying men and horses. The flagship of the flotilla was the Mora, presented to William by his wife Matilda. The gathering point was the bay at the mouth of the River Dives, not far from Caen, and ships began to assemble in the spring and throughout the months of June and July. It was hoped that this great fleet would be launched at the beginning of August. 

			However, delay after delay took place for the next six weeks and, in mid-September, the fleet moved further along the coast to the mouth of the Seine. By this time Harold withdrew from the coast of England and discharged part of his army and removed the remainder back to London. Had he been duped into thinking that William would delay until the next spring? William’s waiting game continued for a further fortnight, but meanwhile another invasion had taken place in the north, Harold was forced to deal with this, which he did successfully, and a victorious but exhausted army moved back towards London. En route they learned that William had landed.

			Deep in the Anglo-Saxon psyche, there must have been a nightmarish fear of Viking-style boats arriving by sea or river. Anyone watching from the Sussex shore in the last days of September, 1066 would probably have suffered deep shock. Most of the flotilla beached en-masse in Pevensey Bay looked like Viking ships, and many of the Norman contingent, including the commander-in-chief, had Viking genes. The previous Viking raid had been in Yorkshire earlier that same month. This, however, was to be one of the last such raids, but its effects were to be felt on a major scale and would shape England and the English for the next millennium and beyond. 

			Walter Giffard was also of Scandinavian ancestry, principally through his maternal line. His ancestor some four or five generations back was probably Hebastus de Crepon who was referred to as “Le Danois”. However, this may have been a common term in Normandy since it was only a hundred years before Walter’s birth that the Danes gained the upper hand and the Treaty of Saint-Clair-sur-Epte was signed in 911 by Rollo, the Danish leader and the Frankish king and bishops. The frontier of Normandy was established in the East as the River Epte, a tributary of the Seine. The western boundary was less well defined and included land which was then within the region of Brittany (and this effectively became Lower Normandy). The Normandy that was, in 1066, invading England corresponded roughly with these concessions, but with some later additions, including Maine. Rollo’s descendants became the Dukes of Normandy (from his son Robert through to William the Conqueror and thus, through him to the monarchs of England up to present day). Rollo got a good deal at Sainte-Clair-sur-Epte and so did his heirs.

			After landing at Pevensey, and with no English army in sight, the invaders began fortifying Hastings and Pevensey and preparing for the battle that was soon to occur. Walter was probably engaged in overseeing the hundred horsemen he had brought from Longueville and, as an influential leader, in the overall strategy to be employed by the Norman task force and its allies. There would be language differences within the army, not just between French, Flemish and Breton speakers, but the Normans spoke Norman French and within this there would be many dialects. Those like Walter from the Pays de Caux would speak a distinct dialect known as Cauchois. Battle commands could have been a problem. 

			Senlac Hill and Beyond

			The armies were to meet on the battlefield on 14th October. This was to be a set-piece battle rather than the large-scale skirmish which probably would have favoured the English. The Normans had three main divisions. The left wing was probably commanded by the Breton, Alan The Red, and in the centre Norman troops were commanded by William himself. The right wing was made up of troops from Flanders, Boulogne, Picardy and the Ile de France, and was commanded by William FitzOsbern and Eustace de Boulogne. The front lines of the divisions were made up of archers, and infantry. The cavalry were kept in reserve. Around the Duke in the centre were his kinsmen and close friends. Walter Giffard may have been in this group.

			The English were in close ranks near the top of the hill and were protected by a shield wall. Harold and his brothers were defended by an elite force known as house carls. The great mass of the army was made up of the fyrd, a peasant militia. Archers were little used by the English. Both armies had probably between 7, 000 and 9000 men. The battle lasted the whole day, from soon after daylight to dusk. There were periods of intense activity and a lull in the afternoon. The conclusion is well known, but many of the details of the battle were written by the victorious side or well after the events of 1066. Norman “spin doctors”, like their rulers, had the upper hand over the English, such is the price of victory.

			We know little about individual participation on both sides. Retrospectively, there have been attempts to name “The Companions of the Conqueror,” those who definitely fought in the battle on the Norman side. An elite list was initially established of fifteen knights who were mentioned by the contemporary writers (William de Poitiers and Orderic Vitalis) or were depicted in the Bayeux Tapestry. Walter Giffard was one of the fifteen, and was mentioned by William de Poiters. Six additional names have since been added but still using these same sources. Walter Giffard is also listed on a plaque in the church at Dives-sur-Mer where William and his knights said mass before setting sail to invade England. A third list is that of the Battle Abbey Roll, but there is a lack of agreement about its validity as source material. There are various versions of the text from the 1330s to 1889. Suffice it to say that the name Giffard is on the list.

			A Home and Colonial Situation

			We know, therefore, that Walter was involved in the planning and preparation of the Norman invasion force and was actively involved in the battle itself. He survived the grueling fighting of one of the great battles of history at the age of around fifty-six. The victorious Norman army eventually took an s-shaped route to London, around the coast of Kent, south of London7 and up the Thames Valley to Wallingford. There they crossed the Thames and then travelled along the Chiltern Hills to Berkhampstead. It was only here, after some weeks, that the English leaders finally surrendered, and then on Christmas Day 1066 William was crowned King of England in Westminster Abbey by the Archbishop of York.8

			William thus claimed his entitlement. He had long maintained that he was the rightful heir (through lineage from King Edmund Ironside), and that he had been promised the crown by the childless King Edward the Confessor. Now he had the military might to enforce that, and his chief opponents had been eliminated in battle (Harold Hadrada at Stamford Bridge and Harold Godwinson at Hastings). He was in the strange position of being King of England, but, back in Normandy, he was merely a vassal of The King of the Franks. He was master and subordinate, depending on which side of the Channel he was. He thus found himself in a home and colonial situation and would eventually find himself commuting between the two.

			If England was the colony, then the Norman and French nobles were now the colonists. All land belonged to the Crown, and the king could allocate the “plots” plantation-style to his supporters and family. They would become tenants-in-chief and could sub-let (subinfeud) parts of their holdings. The tenants-in-chief were usually offered fragmented land holdings (manors) in different counties, to prevent any single person from becoming too powerful regionally. Walter Giffard’s reward was to be granted manors in 107 villages, 49 of these were in Buckinghamshire. The Buckinghamshire concentration probably showed that he was not seen as a potential threat, but a trusted and valued supporter. These would, of course, far exceed Walter’s holdings back home in Longueville. A few Norman and allied supporters were granted even more. Such were the spoils of war. Even small players in the events leading to the conquest shared some rewards.

			The Centre or caput of the Buckinghamshire estates was Crendon, now Long Crendon (Crededone in the Domesday Book). Walter would probably spend his time here when not back in Longueville. His children largely saw their future in England. We know little of Walter in his later years. It is believed that he was originally appointed to be one of the Domesday Commissioners, but his death probably occurred around 1085 just before the survey was about to begin. In the survey the holdings named as those of Walter Giffard were actually those of his elder son, also named Walter. Indeed, father and son are often mixed up by writers, which included stating who was the first Earl of Buckingham. That honour was eventually bestowed upon the son by King William Rufus and not on Walter Giffard the Elder. Opinion seems to be that this was an oversight, or never actually recorded, for it seems inconceivable that the great man should not be so enobled, like most of his contemporaries, the other “Companions of the Conqueror”.

			The Brothers of Walter Giffard the First

			Walter was not the only member of the Bolebec/Giffard family at the Battle of Hastings. He was accompanied by his brothers, Berenger Giffard and Osbern Giffard, and these two were rewarded by grants of land-holdings, and feature in the Domesday Book. They were each to head branches of the Giffard family in England, Berenger Giffard established the Wilton Branch (in Wiltshire) still known by the name Fonthill Gifford, the manor of which remained in the family for several centuries, together with other Wiltshire manors, including Morris-Gifford and Ashton-Giffard. The Wiltshire lands were passed on to the Mandeville, Cumin, and Mauduit families through daughters inheriting the estates and marrying into other aristocratic families. However, the Giffard name then lived on in Devon in other villages bearing that name.

			Osbern Giffard’s rewards were estates mentioned in the Domesday Book in three counties, Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Somerset, but the family seat became Brimpsfield in Gloucestershire, where a castle was built. It was eventually destroyed by King Edward II in 1322.

			The three Giffard brothers thus acquired a sizeable slice of southern England, and their families also eventually spread to the midlands and the north. Their Ducal Cousins are dealt with later in this chapter, but they shared even more estates. William the Conqueror made sure that his family, however distant in relationship, were able to benefit greatly.

			The Children of Walter Giffard

			Walter Giffard II, 1st Earl of Buckingham (c. 1030-1102) was born in Longueville-sur-Scie in about 1030, the son of Walter the Elder, Lord of Longueville and his mother. Unlike his father, there is no mention of any participation in the Battle of Hastings when he was only in his mid-thirties. Presumably he was at home in Normandy managing the family estates. However, it is his name that appears in the Domesday Book, due to the death of his father at the time when the survey was only being finalized, He had then inherited his father’s lands and Norman title. It was not until after 1093 that he was created the first Earl of Buckingham, a recognition of his forty-nine land holdings in that county, with his family seat at Long Crendon. Near the time of the death of Walter the Elder, there were two other significant deaths, Queen Matilda in 1083, and King William the Conqueror in 1087. It was thus King William Rufus who granted the title to the first Earl of Buckingham in 1097, following his five years as an appointed Justiciar of England. These were to be anxious times for the new landed gentry in England who had sworn allegiance to the King of England but, when visiting their estates in Normandy, they now had to give their allegiance to the new Robert, Duke of Normandy and, although these rulers were brothers, those brothers were constantly at war with each other. There were also major conflicts in the ecclesiastical sphere in England, especially between the new king and his Archbishop of Canterbury, Anselm. The troubled reign of King William II was, however, a short one, just thirteen years before he was “accidentally” shot by a crossbow in the New Forest.

			After the untimely death of William Rufus, his younger brother, Henry, quickly seized the throne, but then his elder brother Robert Curthose Duke of Normandy landed a Norman invasion force at Portsmouth in 1101. Walter Giffard II was believed to be part of that force, but it only reached as far as Alton, still in Hampshire, before accepting peace terms. This was the second Norman Invasion and one which never happened. The reason was that support among existing Anglo-Norman magnates was lukewarm. Walter Giffard II was by then around seventy years of age. He died in the following year and was buried back in Normandy in the church at Longueville from whence it all began.

			He left two children, a daughter, Isabel, and his son Walter Giffard III who inherited the title to become the 2nd Earl of Buckingham.

			William Gifford, Lord Chancellor of England, and Bishop of Winchester (1038-1129)

			Unlike his elder brother, William did not have the responsibility of more than a hundred manors to supervise, instead he chose to enter the Church, a common route for a second son, but one which would be of service, both ecclesiastically and nationally. He was born in Longueville before the Conquest, and settled in England as a young man, presumably well-educated and prepared for life as a cleric. He was soon to make his mark in his new land. William Giffard arrived in England, already climbing the ecclesiastical ladder and was the Dean of Rouen. King William II soon appointed him to high office as the Chancellor of England in 1093, a post normally chosen from the clergy in medieval times, but one giving him a place at the head of government, being second only to the king and Archbishop of Canterbury. There was already friction between King William II and the Church, particularly regarding the investiture of bishops and archbishops. William Giffard found himself in the centre of this dispute when the new King Henry I appointed him to become the Bishop of Winchester in 1100, but the Archbishop of Canterbury, Anselm, refused to consecrate him. The wise William Giffard held back from accepting this appointment, and after seven years of conflict he played a part in mediating, persuading his friend Anselm to accept some compromise at the Treaty of Rockingham. He was belatedly consecrated as Bishop of Winchester in 1103 (by the Archbishop of York), a post he held until his death in 1129. He had succeeded the first Norman bishop, Walkelin, who had overseen the building of a vast new cathedral to become one of the largest cathedrals of England. However, during his early years, the huge central tower collapsed in 1107, and Giffard was to be involved in its magnificent reconstruction. Ironically, within that cathedral, near to the tombs of Saxon Kings and King William Rufus, lies the body of Jane Austen, who was a direct ancestor of his own father, Walter Giffard the Elder and of William’s sister, Rohese Giffard. William Giffard died on 25th January 1129, and he too was buried in the cathedral, in the nave near to his predecessor, Bishop Walkelin.

			Rohese Giffard: Domesday Lady and Wealthy Heiress (c. 1035-after 1113)

			Rohese, or sometimes Rohais, or even Rose, was a high-profile Norman lady and, later in life, one of some independence. She was extremely well-connected, the daughter of Walter Giffard the Elder, Lord of Longueville and Companion of the Conqueror. She was married to another Companion of the Conqueror, Richard FitzGilbert de Clare. Her elder brother, Walter Giffard II, was the 1st Earl of Buckingham and her younger brother, William, was Chancellor of England and Bishop of Winchester. As she grew up in Normandy, she would have been aware that most of the powerful people were distant relatives, including the Duke of Normandy who later would be King of England. These people are detailed later in this chapter as Ducal Cousins.

			Rohese married Richard FitzGilbert de Clare, the son of Gilbert, Count of Brionne and of Eu, one of the most powerful landowners in pre-conquest Normandy but, when Gilbert was murdered, his two 13 sons, Richard, and Baldwin, sought refuge in Flanders. They had shared their father’s estates, Richard’s share was Bienfaite and Orbec, the names he was known by in Normandy, and when he married Rohese Giffard. In 1066 he accompanied Duke William in his invasion force, and in England he was rewarded by the grant of 176 manors. He was given the right to build castles at Tonbridge in Kent and at Clare in Suffolk which became the prime seat of the family. Rohese and Richard had ten children, six sons and four daughters. Richard became Chief Justiciar of England, in which capacity he acted as regent to King William I on his frequent visits to Normandy.

			Rohese outlived her husband by more than twenty years, she also outlived the Long Crendon Giffards, and thus became the wealthy heiress whose estates passed through the Clare family and other descendants, including the Earls of Pembroke. She left endowments to abbeys and monasteries, and, like her husband, she died and was buried at St Neots Priory. Rohese has been referred to in this chapter as a Domesday Lady, that fact is included because it is unusual for a woman to be included in such a document. Rohese Giffard is included in her own right, as a holder of land.

			Walter Giffard III 2nd Earl of Buckingham (1096-1164)

			Considering that this Walter spent sixty-two years as the Earl of Buckingham, we know less about him than we do of his two predecessors, his grandfather and father. He left few documentary traces and died without an heir, and the earldom died with him. He became the second Earl of Buckingham on the death of his father in 1102. When he came into the earldom it was near the beginning of the reign of King Henry 1 (Henry Beauclerc) who had seized the throne ahead of his elder brother, Robert Curtose, Duke of Normandy. Then came the troubled years of the Anarchy when Stephen of Blois fought against Matilda (the daughter of Henry Beauclerc). With a divided nation and barons becoming involved on one side or another, perhaps it was a good time to keep a low profile. 

			There is uncertainty about his date of birth, although claims are made about his being born in Northumberland, and that he was still a minor when he inherited his father’s earldom. Like other members of his family, he gave endowments to abbeys and monasteries, including Rouen in Normandy. in 1142. 

			Isabel Giffard was the sister of Walter Giffard III (above) and the daughter of Walter Giffard, the second Earl of Buckingham. She married Richard de Grenville, a knight who was involved in the invasion of Glamorgan in Wales and, following the success of that campaign, he was granted the lordship of Neath and built a castle there. In 1129 he founded a religious house in Neath which was to become a Cistercian Abbey. Isabel Giffard was co-heiress to the Giffard lands which she jointly held with her Aunt Rohese (see above).

			Lora Giffard was the only child of Walter Giffard, the 2nd Earl of Buckingham, and could not succeed to the title when her father died in 1164. She was born in the family home in Longueville, Normandy in about 1148. Lora married Robert de Hampden, a member of a significant Buckinghamshire family from the village of Great Hampden, not so far away from Long Crendon. She gave birth to two sons’ Bartholemew (b. 1170) and Robert (b. 1177). Lora was then truly Anglo-Norman, born in Normandy but lived and died in England. Like her great aunt, Rohese de Clare, she became the matriarch of a long line of English descendants and a co-heiress of the Giffard heritage. She was also a forbear of the celebrated English family of Hampden, including the parliamentarian John Hampden, the man who was known as The English Patriot. A case will also be made later in this book for her connection to another great Englishman, William Shakespeare. The Ducal Family, the family of the Dukes of Normandy is a parallel branch to that of the Bolebec/Giffard family, with common ancestry descending from probably the Dane Herbastus de Crepon. It is explored here in order to show that, although Osbern II de Bolebec may have been a somewhat obscure character, he was extremely well-connected to his powerful relatives those who ruled Normandy prior to 1066, and also Brittany and Flanders. His children would benefit from these connections as they became involved in the family venture that was to lead to the conquest of England and eventual wealth and power across The Channel.

			Emma of Normandy (c. 984-1052): The English Connection

			Emma was the daughter of Richard I, Duke of Normandy and Gunnora, and the sister of Duke Richard II who arranged her marriage to King Aethelred of England. As queen of England, she was sometimes referred to as Aelgifu in official documents. 

			Emma not only provided two Kings of England, but also the main excuse for the Norman invasion in 1066 by which her great-nephew William seized the English throne which he believed he had been promised by Edward the Confessor. Edward died childless and there was no obvious successor; other would-be claimants had fallen by the wayside, except for one, Edgar Aetheling. He was the grandson of King Edmund II Ironside and his father Edward Aethling had spent many years in exile abroad after his own father was defeated by Canute. Edgar was born in Hungary in 1051 and he was still a minor at a crucial time in 1066, but nevertheless he was the last male member of the royal house of Cerdic of Wessex. However, on the death of Edward the Confessor the Witenagemot chose Harold Godwin as the successor, and he was hastily crowned. This haste was probably due to the fear that there might be rival claims from both Norway and Normandy. These fears were soon justified as events later that year would tragically prove. 

			The Ducal Family

			Emma of Normandy had planted her Norman genes within the royal houses of Wessex and Norway. Her son, Edward the Confessor, was half Anglo-Saxon and half Norman and his half-brother Harthacanute was half Norwegian and half Norman. Unwittingly, she had paved the way for eventual Norman domination just three generations away. Emma survived some of the most difficult times in English history and outlived her two husbands, and all but one of her children. She lived to be a good age, dying in 1052. 

			Richard II, Duke of Normandy (d. 1026): Marriage Arrangements and The Flemish Connection 

			Richard was the elder son of Gunnora and Richard I (“The Fearless”), Duke of Normandy). He was also known by the epithet Richard the Good, which probably came from his strong religious conviction. During his rule of thirty years, he did much to enhance ecclesiastical establishments in Normandy. His brother, Robert, was Archbishop of Rouen who was an important advisor throughout his life. Richard had rather different views of marriage from those of his predecessors and from those who shared his Viking ancestry. Instead of “more danico” in which union was a forced one or resulted merely from cohabitation, he believed that it should be solemnised in church. His own marriage to Judith of Brittany took place in the chapel of Mont-Saint-Michel (996 AD), thus conveniently on the border between Normandy and Brittany. Judith was the daughter of Conan I of Rennes, Duke of Brittany and Ermengarde-Gerberga of Anjou. However, this was to be a double marriage as Richard’s sister Hawise also married Geoffrey I the then Duke of Britanny. Further marriage alliances took place. Richard arranged for his sister, Emma, to marry King Aethelred of England (see above). This followed Aethelred’s unsuccessful attack in the Cotentin in reprisal for Richard breaking a peace treaty regarding Normandy providing a safe haven for Viking raiders who had attacked Southern England. This was an attempt by Richard to placate his northern neighbour across The Channel. 

			Another favourable marriage eventually took place. Richard’s daughter Eleanor of Normandy married Count Baldwin IV of Flanders in 1031. Their only child Judith was to marry Tostig Godwinson, killed in battle against his brother King Harrold II at Stamford Bridge in September 1066 just weeks before the Norman invasion of England. William the Conqueror’s wife was Matilda of Flanders.

			These matrimonial affairs and family relationships are included in this section of the Ducal Cousins because they seem to be significant in the slow build-up of events leading to the Conquest. All of this is, of course, with the hindsight of history. Firstly, cementing family relationships outside the Norman principality greatly strengthened the invasion force. Both Brittany and Flanders made a major contribution to both the preparations and on the battlefield. Both of those principalities were well rewarded by the spoils of war, as can be seen in the Domesday Book. Secondly, the combined coastline of Normandy flanked on either side by Brittany and Flanders (together with participation of Picardy and the Pas de Calais) now stretched from Finisterre to the mouth of the River Scheldt, the entire southern seaboard of The Channel.

			Seeing the name of Tostig Godwinson enmeshed within the Ducal Family Tree raises the age-old conspiracy theory that there may have been collusion between the Norman alliance and the forces of the disaffected, deposed and exiled Tostig and the Norwegian King Harold Hadrada. This theory implies that the attack on Yorkshire was a diversionary action to draw the army of King Harold II away from the defence of the south coast. That was exactly what happened and proved fatal to Harold who quickly moved his army north, leaving the south coast prone to attack. Harold believed that the long-awaited invasion, delayed by bad weather, would not now take place so late in the autumn. The long march north turned out to be very successful. Tostig and Harrold had underestimated the time of arrival and the strength of Harold’s force. This resulted in a resounding defeat for the invaders at the Battle of Stamford Bridge on 25th September. and the death of both Tostig and Harold Hadrada. Harold had little time to celebrate before receiving the news of The Norman landings in Sussex. Nineteen days later an exhausted army arrived to fight the most crucial battle on English soil and eventually lost a very hard-fought battle. 

			Despite a lack of real evidence of collusion between the Norman invasion force and Tostig and Harold Hadrada, a family tree showing descendants of Duke Richard II could produce evidence that collusion was highly likely. Tostig Godwinson, Earl of Northumbria was married to Richard’s granddaughter, Judith of Flanders. She was the daughter of Baldwin IV Count of Flanders and Eleonor of Normandy. When Tostig was deposed by his own brother, King Harrold, he, and his family sought refuge in Flanders with his brother-in-law, Count Baldwin V. This was during the crucial months when the intensive planning of the invasion was underway involving the Normans and their allies, Brittany, and Flanders. Baldwin was highly likely to have been privy to these plans at the same time as he was entertaining Tostig. Furthermore, when he set off in that fateful landing on the Yorkshire coast and a rendezvous with Hadrada, he was accompanied by Flemish mercenaries (further evidence of collusion?). 

			However, the clearest early indication of liaison between Normandy and Flanders was the marriage between William the Bastard and Matilda of Flanders. William was the grandson of Richard II and his wife, Matilda, was his great-granddaughter. There was a papal objection to this marriage on the grounds of consanguinity. The couple ignored this and nevertheless married but were compelled to do penance. While William was involved in the military campaign and consolidating things after the conquest, Matilda was acting as regent back in Normandy. She eventually travelled to England where she was crowned as Queen of England. Matilda was the matriarch of English monarchs for the next thousand years. William, the illegitimate son of Duke Robert of Normandy and his concubine, Herleve, now had a new epithet, William The Conqueror, and was perhaps the most powerful man in Europe, a King of England, but still a vassal in Normandy, paying homage to the King of France. 

			William was a direct descendant of the Danish leader Rollo The Ganger and great-great grandson of Gunnora de Crepon. He was a distant cousin of Osbern II de Bolebec whose family now had taken part in the conquest and would soon be highly rewarded. Osbern’s son Walter (known as Giffard) had become one of the most powerful barons in England and whose heirs would become Earls of Buckingham and would marry into other powerful Anglo Noman families in England. Members of the wider Bolebec/Giffard family were no longer just the poor relations. 

			Hawise of Normandy (d. 1034): The Breton Connection.

			Hawise was the second daughter of Richard I and Gunnora. Significantly, she was part of the double marriage arranged by her brother, Richard II. She married Geoffrey I, Duke of Brittany at a time when the relationship between Normandy and Brittany was not always cordial. The Celtic Bretons had a distinct culture, spoke a different language, and Brittany remained an autonomous region which was not properly part of France until 1532. 

			Hawise and Geoffrey I had four children. When Geoffrey died at the age of twenty-eight, whilst on pilgrimage to Rome in November 1008, he was succeeded by his elder son Allan III who was still a child aged eleven. Hawise became the regent during her son’s minority and her brother Duke Richard II of Normandy became Guardian of Brittany. The alliance between Normandy and Britanny was thus strengthened. Alan II reciprocated this kind of cross-border arrangement when, in adulthood, he stood as one of the three guardians of Willliam The Bastard when, as a minor, he succeeded his father, Robert, as Duke of Normandy. William was in a weak position mainly due to his illegitimacy and his early tenure was threatened by power struggles from rival claimants. Allan III of Brittany may well have been one such claimant as a legitimate descendant of Richard I and Gunnora. However, he was obviously seen within the Norman-Breton family as trustworthy of such a role. 

			Alan’s younger brother Odo of Rennes was a powerful force within Britanny and, when Allan III died and was succeeded by his young son, Duke Conan II, he became Regent. Odo or Eudon (in medieval Breton) became Count of Ponthievre and held a number of bishoprics, including Saint-Brieuc (where he was later buried in the cathedral), Treguier, Saint-Malo and Dol-de-Bretagne. Count Odo was a controversial figure, overstepping the mark in his regent’s role, and trying to hold on to power once his nephew, Conan, reached his majority, and also participating in various intrigues and conflicts within Brittany. He even suffered imprisonment once his nephew gained control. However, his most significant role was perhaps the sanctioning of Brittany’s support for the invasion of England and in the provision of large numbers of ships and men that made up a powerful Breton force in the conquest that followed. 

			The Breton invasion force was commanded by Odo’s two sons, Alan Rufus and Brian of Britanny. Both were to become powerful men in England after the Conquest. They were of course the cousins of William the Conqueror. Alan Rufus became the Earl of Richmond, and Brian, the Earl of Cornwall, and both were greatly rewarded with landholdings.

			Non-Ducal Relative Chart of the Bolebec/Giffard and the de Crepon Families
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							Herfast de Crepon and Cyrid

						
							
							Sinfrieda de Crepon and Hugh de Montgomery

						
							
							Duvelina de Crepon and Thorold de Pont-Audemer

						
					

					
							
							Osbern II de Bolebec

						
							
							.1st Cousins

						
							
							(1) Osbern Steward of Normandy (married Emma D’Ivry)

							(2) Ranulf de Crepon

						
							
							Roger I de Montgomery

							(married Josceline de Bolebec -niece of Duchess Gunnora)
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			The Bolebec/Giﬀard/ and Crepon Families and their Ducal Relatives

			
				
					
					
					
					
					
				
				
					
							
							Osbern I de Bolebec and Wevia de Crepon

						
							
							Relationships to the Dukes of Normandy

							[image: ]

						
							
							Descendants of Herfast de Crepon and Cyrid

						
							
							Descendants of Sinfrieda de Crepon and Hugh de Montgomery

						
							
							Descendants of Duvelina de Crepon and Thorold de Pont-Audemer

						
					

					
							
							Osbern II de Bolebec

						
							
							1st Cousins

							Duke Richard II

						
							
							(1) Osbern Steward of Normandy9 (married Emma D’Ivry)

							(2) Ranulf de Crepon

						
							
							Roger I de Montgomery (marred Josceline de Bolebec

						
							
							(1)Humphrey de Vielles

							(2) Emma de Pont-Audemer (married Rudolph de Warenne)

							Roger de Beaumont

							William de Warenne

							1stEarl of Surrey

						
					

					
							
							Walter Giffard….

							and siblings

						
							
							2nd Cousins

							Duke Richard III and Duke Robert I

						
							
							William FitzOsbern10

							1st Earl of Hereford (married Adeliza de Tosny

							(2) Osbern FitzOsbern

							Bishop of Exeter

						
							
							Roger II de Montgomery 1st Earl of Shrewsbury (married Mabel de Belleme)

						
					

					
							
							Rohese Giffard Walter II Giffard 1st Earl of Buckingham

							William Giffard Bishop of Winchester Lord Chancellor of England

						
							
							3rd Cousins

							William the Conqueror Duke of Normandy & King of England

						
							
							William de Breteuil11 (son of (1 above).

							Roger de Breteuil13

							(son of (1)above)

							Emma de Breteuil (daughter of (1)above) who married Ralph de Gael12 1st Earl of Norfolk

						
							
							Hugh de Montgomery 2nd Earl of Shrewsbury

						
							
							Robert de Beaumont

							Earl of Leicester1st Henry de Beaumont

							1stt Earl of Warwick

						
					

				
			

			 

			The Companions of the Conqueror: Largely a Family Affair

			The Companions of the Conqueror is a list of an elite group of those who it can clearly be proved fought on the side of the victorious Normans on the battleﬁeld at Hastings on that October day in 1066. Many fought at that battle (probably about 10,000 on the Norman side), but with strict evidence required only twenty-one proven companions have so far been identiﬁed. That strict evidence is based upon three contemporary sources. The ﬁrst of these is the work of William of Poitiers who wrote a biography of Duke William of Normandy, whom he served as chaplain after the Conquest. His work was written in the years between 1071 and 1077. The second source was compiled by Orderic Vitalis, a young monk born in England after the invasion. He wrote Historia Ecclesiastica between 1111 and 1142 in his monastery at St-Evroul-en-Ouche. The third source was much more contemporary, The Bayeaux Tapestry, probably woven in Canterbury, soon after William was crowned on Christmas Day 1066. It is believed that it was taken to Bayeaux sometime around 1071 by Odo, William’s half-brother. Although the tapestry is a pictorial record, it does include people who can be identiﬁed, such as Count Eustace of Boulogne.

			With these prescribed guidelines we are left with initially just ﬁfteen proven companions, although six additions have since been made, making twenty-one to-date from such a large invasion force. The Normans were so good at recording information but, in this case, kept no records of who actually fought, or were killed, at the Senlac Hill battleﬁeld. The greatest such registry left by the Normans was the Domesday Survey report of 1085-1086. It was so thorough in its reporting, but focused on who then owned the land or, more simply, who got their share of the rewards. All the land belonged to the king but, on his behalf, the barons, nobles and ecclesiastics were appointed as tenants-in- chief, of which there were around 190. They represented family and friends of the king, people who ﬁnancially supported the invasion with ships, horses, weapons, and men. The tenants-in-chiefs would mostly have been at the battle, but we can merely conjecture as to who they were. The lesser knights or foot-soldiers were often rewarded, usually as tenants of the tenants-in-chief.

			William of Poitiers and Orderic Vitalis mention the Bretons as a major component of the invasion force, but do not mention names, and it was left to Domesday to include names of other contributors, including Flanders, and other regions of northern France. Two particular lists of names have been compiled and displayed at memorials at the church at Dives-sur-Mere the gathering point at the mouth of the Seine, and, in England, in the rolls at Battle Abbey. These are generally regarded as unreliable, early documentation was either lost in the centuries after the Conquest or compiled retrospectively using evidence such as the Domesday Book (where it does not distinguish between those who fought and those whose supported from afar). Eminent historians and lawyers have tried in recent centuries to compile the missing data, including Wilhelmina, Duchess of Cleveland in a three-volume work published in 1889, and earlier, (in 1740) an illuminated medieval manuscript on parchment acquired by a Scottish judge, Alexander Boswell, Lord Auchinleck. It was compiled in London in around 1340, still nearly three centuries after the Conquest, and is known as The Auchinleck Manuscript Roll. Its eighteenth-century owner was the father of the famous biographer, James Boswell, who is the main feature of a later chapter in this book. It is now in the possession of The National Library of Scotland.

			Intriguingly, as these attempts are to provide factual evidence of who accompanied William at Hastings, we seem to be still conﬁned to the original ﬁfteen certainties, plus six more people who have additionally been approved (see the list below).

			The Proven Companions of the Conqueror

			
				
					
					
				
				
					
							
							[image: ]

						
							
							[image: A green plaque on a wall with the words "DONEBELLY" written on it.

AI generated content]

						
					

					
							
							1Robert de Beaumont, 1st Earl of Leicester *

						
							
							91 manors in England

						
					

					
							
							2Eustace, Count of Boulogne *

						
							
							The tenth largest land holder in England.

						
					

					
							
							3William Count of Evreux*

						
							
							Holdings in Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Hampshire

						
					

					
							
							4Geoffrey, Count of Mortagne *

						
							
							Significant holdings in England

						
					

					
							
							5William, FitzOsbern, 1st Earl of Hereford *

						
							
							Large estates in the west of England and Isle of Wight,

						
					

					
							
							6Aimeri, Viscount of Thours *

						
							
					

					
							
							7Walter Giffard, Lord of Longueville *

						
							
							107 manors in 10 counties, 49 in Buckinghamshire

						
					

					
							
							8Hugh de Montfort, Lord of Montfort-sur-Risle *

						
							
							Holdings in the coastal regions Kent, Essex & East Anglia

						
					

					
							
							9Ralph de Tosny, Lord of Conches *

						
							
							Holdings in several counties in southern England

						
					

					
							
							10Hugh de Grandemesnil *

						
							
							100 manors, 65 in Leicestershire

						
					

					
							
							11Wiliam de Warenne, First Earl of Surrey *

						
							
							Held extensive lands in 13 counties

						
					

					
							
							12William Malet, Lord of Graville *

						
							
							Large areas of land in Suffolk, and other counties.

						
					

					
							
							13Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, Earl of Kent ***

						
							
							Held more land than anyone except the king.

						
					

					
							
							14Turstin FitzRolf of Bec-de -Montagne (standard bearer in the battle) **

						
							
							Manors in Somerset and other counties.

						
					

					
							
							15Engenulf de L’Aigle (killed in the Battle of Hastings) “”

						
							
					

					
							
							More Recent Additions

						
							
					

					
							
							16Geoffrey de Mowbray, Bishop of Coutances *

						
							
							Land holdings in 12 counties

						
					

					
							
							17Robert Count of Mortain ***

						
							
							797 manors, including most of Cornwall

						
					

					
							
							18Wadard (follower of the Bishop of Bayeux) ***

						
							
							Holdings in Kent. Lincolnshire and other counties

						
					

					
							
							19Vital (follower of the Bishop of Bayeux)***

						
							
							Held land from Odo in Kent.

						
					

					
							
							20Gilbert d’Auffay, Seignor of Auffay **

						
							
							(declined English land offers & returned to Normandy)

						
					

					
							
							21Humphrey of Tilleul-en-Auge **

						
							
							(forfeited land to return to Normandy)

						
					

					
							
							Sources: * William of Poitiers ** Orderic Vitalis *** Bayeux Tapestry

						
					

				
			

			 

			Blood Relatives of the Conqueror are coloured in blue.
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					1	Neveux, Francois. Translation by Howard Curtis. The Normans. London. Constable & Robinson.2008. pp.63-67

					2	Ibid. pp60-62

					3	Lewis C Loyd was, perhaps off-the-mark when he stated that “… the family seems to be one originally of small account …” before the Conquest. (Loyd, Lewis C. The Origins of Some Anglo-Norman Families. Leeds. The Harlean Society. 1951 p17).

					4	Bernay was then a newly founded abbey, whose founder was Countess Judith, a major Domesday tenant-in-chief, holding the honour of Huntingdon and who married Waltheof, Anglo Saxon baron who was later executed for rebellion in 1087.

					5	Barbastro, in north east Spain, was then part of the Emirate of Larida.

					6	Orderic Vitalis (1175-c. 1142) was an English-born Bendictine monk who was a chronicler of the 11th and 12th centuries.

					7	An attempt was made to cross the bridge over the Thames, but it met strong opposition. In retaliation the Normans set fire to Southwark.

					8	The Archbishop of Canterbury had been debarred from the occasion

					9	He was appointed legal protector of the eight-year-old Duke William and was murdered in 1040/1041 whilst guarding the boy in his charge.

					10	Josceline de Bolebec was born in Pont-Audemer in 1000 and died in c. 1050.

					11	Wlliam FitzOsbern (c.1011-1071) was a major castle builder, including Carisbrooke, Chepstow, Monmouth, and Berkeley. He died in the Battle of Cassel in Flanders.

					12	William (1050-1130), Abbot of Breteuil (near Beauvais) and was made a saint.
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			A Genealogical Conduit: From Domesday to Magna Carta

			The Domesday Book was published in 1086, almost two decades after the Conquest. During those years, the land of England came under new ownership. Effectively, it had been colonised by Normandy a much smaller neighbour, and which itself was a vassal state of the Kingdom of West Francia. In reverse, it was rather like Cornwall conquering France. All land was confiscated by the victorious Duke of Normandy, the new king of England, and he allocated half of it to his supporters, many of whom were his kinsmen and friends. Some were Bretons and Flemish, his principal allies, but many of these were also relatives. The ecclesiastical institutions of Normandy were also duly rewarded, as were mercenaries from other parts of France. The Domesday Book reports on the new ownership, and very few Anglo-Saxons were listed as landholders. The sudden handing out of land tenures brought about increased migration as families from Normandy now moved in to take control of new estates. Some new occupants also tried to maintain some form of presence in both England and Normandy, including the new king, with someone standing in as regent. A new feudal system was introduced which had clearer structures with the king at the apex, as he owned all the land, unlike the Anglo-Saxon rulers. The peasants in the fields clearly knew who was now in charge and what their responsibilities were. It has been said that no other European country “…went through anything like the virtually total dispossession of its old elite, as happened in England as a consequence of the Norman Conquest.13

			In the one hundred and thirty years between Domesday and Magna Carta the country had seven monarchs which, in sequence, were: William I, the Conqueror (1066-1087), William II, Rufus (1087-1100), Henry I, Beauclerc (1100-1135), Stephen, of Blois (1135-1154), Henry II, of Anjou (1154-1189), Richard I, the Lionheart, (1189-1199), and John, Lackland (1199-1216). All of these were also Dukes of Normandy, although William Rufus was styled Ducal Regent. The seven kings spanned five generations from 1066 to 1216. In those one hundred and fifty years, England and Normandy were closely linked, and the aristocracy were Anglo-Normans, whose language was mainly Norman French. Normandy continued in its own way, conquering Southern Italy and Sicily, and capturing Jerusalem and Antioch in the Crusade, in which they played a huge part.

			It was at this time of Norman settlement in England, and with major warfare in the Mediterranean coinciding (The First Crusade), that the first generation of Anglo-Norman families emerged as dominant groups in England. Among them were the de Clare, de Vere, the Bolebec/Giffard, and FitzPiers/Fitz Geoffrey dynasties. These are the families through which the lineage of each of the nine literary figures in this book mainly travelled through in the eleventh and twelfth centuries. They seem to act as a conduit through which the genealogical routes pass from the common ancestor, Osbern de Bolebec II, to other aristocratic families in the later medieval centuries.
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							The de Clare Family: An Anglo-Norman Establishment in the Making

						
					

				
			

			 

			This family was a major dynasty for almost three centuries, firstly in Normandy before the Conquest, and then in England from 1066 to another great battle in 1314. That battle was in Scotland at Bannockburn when the male line of the Clare family was finally extinguished. It had all started in the mid-tenth century when an illegitimate son of the Duke of Normandy, Richard I was born. His name was Godfrey (later de Brionne). He was thus distantly related to another illegitimate son, William the Conqueror. The compensation for being an illegitimate son of a duke was that Godfrey was well provided with land and was created Count of Brionne He was succeeded by his son, who became Count Gilbert of Brionne. Gilbert had two sons, Richard FitzGilbert (of Bienfaite) and Baldwin, both of whom accompanied their kinsman, William, in the conquest of England. They were rewarded with a vast number of landholdings. Richard FitzGilbert became tenant-in-chief of manors in Kent and Surrey and also in Suffolk and Norfolk. Initially, he was referred as Richard of Tonbridge, a place where he built a castle, and then Richard of Clare where he built another castle and made Clare in Suffolk his family seat. His brother, Baldwin held land mainly in Devon, presumably an attempt to split the now powerful brothers.

			It is the family of Richard de Clare that we now particularly follow. Richard had married Rohese Giffard well before the Conquest. She was the daughter of Walter Giffard the Elder, another distant relative with large holdings in Buckinghamshire and numerous other counties (see Chapter 1 for information on this Giffard family). Rohese is of special interest here because many of the lines of the Gold Helix people centre upon her. This is explained by the fact that she gave birth to a large family of six sons and two daughters, and they, in turn, similarly produced numerous other descendants. The de Clare family continually married to other Norman spouses of significant families. These included the Cleremont, Beaumont, de Burgh, Despenser, Berkeley and Marshal dynasties. The land holdings increased accordingly, and the Clares became one of the richest families in England. There was no aristocratic title associated with the family seat, but soon the earldoms of Hertford, Pembroke, Warwick, Buckingham, and Gloucester occur in the Clare family tree.

			Richard de Clare, like so many recipients of numerous and scattered estates, spent much of his time in the saddle, either making routine visits to his manors, or as a kind of warlord supporting the king in bringing order to a conquered country. There were outbreaks of resistance in the north and in the west country. These were put down ruthlessly, and so he never stopped being a soldier and would have his own knights ready for action. This was a condition prescribed as his part in the feudal system. In the early years of Norman rule, troubles occurred in the Isle of Ely14 an area of marshland difficult to navigate, but not too far from his caput at Clare. On the Welsh borders there were frequent raids from successive Welsh leaders. Scotland under King Malcolm could be troublesome too. These were to involve future generations of the Clare family who soon gained a reputation as Marcher Lords. The term marcher referred to the border regions, and these were to be areas of conflict for several centuries, and an area of much castle-building. Soon Ireland would become another area of military action, and later members of the Clare family would both gain and lose their reputations in this sphere.

			To illustrate the extent to which the Clare family became involved in these historical events, it may help to focus on key figures of the early centuries of Norman occupation (1066 to 1215). Richard FitzGilbert de Clare (before 1035-c. 1090) set the pattern of serving the monarch, at home and beyond. He was a member of the elite group of proven Companions of the Conqueror, the lord of 176 manors in England, and he was granted the right to build castles at Clare and Tonbridge, and, in addition, he also had a fortified house at Bletchingley, in Surrey. He became a monk in 1088 and died three years later. Richard’s elder son, Gilbert FitzRichard de Clare (c. 1066-1117) succeeded his father and became the second feudal baron of Clare. He moved the Benedictine priory that was in the grounds of Clare Castle to nearby Stoke-by-Clare, founding it as a Cluniac
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