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Founded in 1933, the Steelers are the seventh-oldest franchise in the NFL, and the oldest franchise in the AFC. In contrast with their status as perennial also-rans in the pre-merger NFL, where they were the oldest team never to have won a league championship, the Steelers of the post-merger (modern) era are among the most successful NFL franchises. The team is tied with the New England Patriots for the most Super Bowl titles at six, and they have both played in (sixteen times) and hosted (eleven times) more conference championship games than any other team in the NFL. The Steelers have also won eight AFC championships, tied with the Denver Broncos, but behind the Patriots' record eleven AFC championships. The team is tied with the Broncos and Dallas Cowboys for the second-most Super Bowl appearances with eight. They lost their most recent championship appearance, Super Bowl XLV, on February 6, 2011.

The Steelers, whose history may be traced to a regional pro team that was established in the early 1920s, joined the NFL as the Pittsburgh Pirates on July 8, 1933. The team was owned by Art Rooney and took its original name from the baseball team of the same name, as was common practice for NFL teams at the time. To distinguish them from the baseball team, local media took to calling the football team the Rooneymen, an unofficial nickname that persisted for decades after the team had adopted its current nickname. The ownership of the Steelers has remained within the Rooney family since the organization's founding. Art Rooney's son, Dan Rooney, owned the team from 1988 until his death in 2017. Much control of the franchise has been given to Dan Rooney's son, Art Rooney II.

The Steelers enjoy a large, widespread fanbase nicknamed Steeler Nation. They currently play their home games at Heinz Field on Pittsburgh's North Side in the North Shore neighborhood, which also hosts the University of Pittsburgh Panthers. Built in 2001, the stadium replaced Three Rivers Stadium, which had hosted the Steelers for 31 seasons. Prior to Three Rivers, the Steelers had played their games in Pitt Stadium and at Forbes Field.

The Pittsburgh Steelers of the NFL first took to the field as the Pittsburgh Pirates on September 20, 1933, losing 23–2 to the New York Giants. Through the 1930s, the Pirates never finished higher than second place in their division, or with a record better than .500 (1936). Pittsburgh did make history in 1938 by signing Byron White, a future Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, to what was at the time the biggest contract in NFL history, but he played only one year with the Pirates before signing with the Detroit Lions. Prior to the 1940 season, the Pirates renamed themselves the Steelers. During World War II, the Steelers experienced player shortages. They twice merged with other NFL franchises to field a team. During the 1943 season, they merged with the Philadelphia Eagles forming the "Phil-Pitt Eagles" and were known as the "Steagles". This team went 5–4–1. In 1944, they merged with the Chicago Cardinals and were known as Card-Pitt (or, mockingly, as the "Carpets"). This team finished 0–10, marking the only winless team in franchise history. 

The Steelers made the playoffs for the first time in 1947, tying for first place in the division at 8–4 with the Philadelphia Eagles. This forced a tie-breaking playoff game at Forbes Field, which the Steelers lost 21–0. That would be Pittsburgh's only playoff game in the pre-merger era; they did qualify for a "Playoff Bowl" in 1962 as the second-best team in their conference, but this was not considered an official playoff. In 1970, the year they moved into Three Rivers Stadium and the year of the AFL–NFL merger, the Pittsburgh Steelers were one of three old-guard NFL teams to switch to the newly formed American Football Conference (the others being the Cleveland Browns and the Baltimore Colts), in order to equalize the number of teams in the two conferences of the newly merged league. The Steelers also received a $3 million ($20 million today) relocation fee, which was a windfall for them; for years they rarely had enough to build a true contending team.
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The Steelers have used black and gold as their colors since the club's inception, the lone exception being the 1943 season when they merged with the Philadelphia Eagles and formed the "Steagles"; the team's colors at that time were green and white because of wearing Eagles uniforms. Originally, the team wore solid gold-colored helmets and black jerseys. The Steelers' black and gold colors are now shared by all major professional teams in the city, including the Pittsburgh Pirates in baseball and the Pittsburgh Penguins in ice hockey. The shade of gold differs slightly among teams: the Penguins have previously used "Vegas Gold", a color like metallic gold, and the Pirates' gold is a darker mustard yellow gold, while the Steelers "gold" is more of a bright canary yellow. Black and gold are also the colors of the city's official flag.

The Steelers logo was introduced in 1962 and is based on the "Steelmark", originally designed by Pittsburgh's U.S. Steel, and now owned by the American Iron and Steel Institute (AISI). In fact, it was Cleveland-based Republic Steel that suggested the Steelers adopt the industry logo. It consists of the word "Steelers" surrounded by three astroids (hypocycloids of four cusps). The original meanings behind the astroids were, "Steel lightens your work, brightens your leisure, and widens your world." Later, the colors came to represent the ingredients used in the steel-making process: yellow for coal, red for iron ore, and blue for scrap steel. While the formal Steelmark logo contains only the word "Steel", the team was given permission to add "ers" in 1963 after a petition to AISI.

The Steelers are the only NFL team that puts its logo on only one side of the helmet (the right side). Longtime field and equipment manager Jack Hart was instructed to do this by Art Rooney as a test to see how the logo appeared on the gold helmets; however, its popularity led the team to leave it that way permanently. A year after introducing the logo, they switched to black helmets to make it stand out more. The Steelers, along with the New York Giants, are one of only two teams in the National Football League to have the players' uniform numbers on both the front and back of the helmets.

[image: Logos and uniforms of the Pittsburgh Steelers - Wikipedia]The current uniform designs were introduced in 1968. The design consists of gold pants and either black jerseys or white jerseys, except for the 1970 and 1971 seasons when the Steelers wore white pants with their white jerseys. In 1997, the team switched to rounded numbers on the jersey to match the number font (Futura Condensed) on the helmets, and a Steelers logo was added to the left side of the jersey.

The 2007–2011 third uniform, consisting of a black jersey with gold lettering, white pants with black and gold stripes, and a gold helmet were first used during the Steelers' 75th anniversary season in 2007. They were meant to evoke the memory of the 1963–1964 era uniforms. The uniforms were so popular among fans that the Steelers' organization decided to keep them and use them as a third option during home games only.

In 2012, the Steelers introduced a new third uniform, consisting of a yellow jersey with black horizontal lines (making a bumble bee like pattern) with black lettering and black numbers placed inside a white box, to represent the jerseys worn by the Steelers in their 1934 season. The rest of the uniform consists of beige pants, yellow with black horizontal stripped socks, and the Steelers regular black helmet. The uniforms were used for the Steelers' 80th anniversary season. Much like the previous alternate these jerseys were so popular that they were used up through the 2016 season. The jerseys were nicknamed the "bumblebee jerseys" due to looking like the pattern of a bumblebee. The jerseys were retired after the 2016 season.

In 2018, the Steelers unveiled a third uniform based on those worn by the Steel Curtain teams of the 1970s. It is like the current uniforms but without the Steelers logo on the left chest and uses block lettering and numbers in place of Futura Condensed. In 1979, the team owners were approached by then-Iowa Hawkeyes Head Coach Hayden Fry about designing his fading college team's uniforms in the image of the Steelers. Three days later, the owners sent Fry the reproduction jerseys (home and away versions) of then quarterback Terry Bradshaw. Today, the Hawkeyes still retain the 1979 Steelers uniforms as their home, and away colors.
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[image: Forbes Field, Pittsburgh 9/25/49 - Steelers clobber NY Giants 28-7 in  season opener]Forbes Field {1933-1963}

Forbes Field was a baseball park in the Oakland neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 1909 to June 28, 1970. It was the third home of the Pittsburgh Pirates Major League Baseball (MLB) team, and the first home of the Pittsburgh Steelers, the city's National Football League (NFL) franchise. The stadium also served as the home football field for the University of Pittsburgh "Pitt" Panthers from 1909 to 1924. The stadium was named after its adjacent street, Forbes Ave., itself named for British general John Forbes, who fought in the French and Indian War and named the city in 1758.

The US$1 million ($28.8 million today) project was initiated by Pittsburgh Pirates' owner Barney Dreyfuss, with the goal of replacing his franchise's then-current home, Exposition Park. The stadium was made of concrete and steel, the first such stadium in the National League and third in Major League Baseball, in order to increase its lifespan. The Pirates opened Forbes Field on June 30, 1909, against the Chicago Cubs, and played the final game against the Cubs on June 28, 1970. The field itself featured a large playing surface, with the batting cage placed in the deepest part of center field during games. Seating was altered multiple times throughout the stadium's life; at times fans were permitted to sit on the grass in the outfield during overflow crowds. The Pirates won three World Series while at Forbes Field and the other original tenant, the Pittsburgh Panthers football team had five undefeated seasons before moving in 1924. Indeed, it was the late-fifties resurgence of its long-dormant baseball franchise, rather than any intrinsic properties of the stadium itself, that led broadcaster Bob Prince to dub Forbes Field "The House of Thrills" in 1958.

A Pittsburgh native, Art Rooney founded his NFL team under the name the Pittsburgh Pirates, on July 8, 1933, for $2,500 ($49,981 in present-day terms). The franchise's first game, against the New York Giants, was held on September 20, 1933, at Forbes Field. The Giants won the game 23–2 in front of 25,000 people. Rooney wrote of the game, "The Giants won. Our team looks terrible. The fans didn't get their money's worth." The Pirates rebounded to gain their first ever franchise victory a week later at Forbes Field, against the Chicago Cardinals. The NFL's Pirates were renamed the Steelers in 1940, and otherwise struggled during much of their three-decades of tenancy at Forbes. The club achieved its first winning record in 1942; its tenth season of existence. On November 30, 1952, the Steelers met the New York Giants at Forbes Field for a snowy afternoon game. Pittsburgh entered the game with a 3–6 record, but went on to set multiple team records, including scoring nine touchdowns, to win the game 63–7. Excited by their team's play, the 15,140 spectators ran onto the field and began to tear the field goal posts out of the ground. The University of Pittsburgh's acquisition of Forbes Field in 1958 gave the Steelers some options, and they began transferring some of their home games to the much larger Pitt Stadium that year. The Steelers played their final game at Forbes Field on December 1, 1963. The franchise moved to Pitt Stadium exclusively the following season.

[image: This Week in Pittsburgh History: The Last Game at Pitt Stadium | Pittsburgh  Magazine]Pitt Stadium {1958-1969}

Pitt Stadium was an outdoor athletic stadium in the eastern United States, located on the campus of the University of Pittsburgh in the Oakland neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Opened in 1925, it served primarily as the home of the university's Pittsburgh Panthers football team through 1999. It was also used for other sporting events, including basketball, soccer, baseball, track and field, rifle, and gymnastics. Designed by University of Pittsburgh graduate W. S. Hindman, the $2.1 million stadium was built after the seating capacity of the Panthers' previous home, Forbes Field, was deemed inadequate considering the growing popularity of college football. Pitt Stadium also served as the second home of the Pittsburgh Steelers, the city's National Football League (NFL) franchise. After demolition, the Pittsburgh Panthers football team played home games at Three Rivers Stadium in 2000, before moving to the new Heinz Field in 2001, where the Panthers have played their home games ever since.

[image: A tale of two frames: The iconic Y.A. Tittle photo(s) | American football  league, Vintage football, Ny giants football]The NFL's Steelers played home games at Forbes Field from their 1933 inception to 1957. They first played at Pitt Stadium in 1942, in an exhibition match for U.S.O. charity against the Fort Knox "Armoraiders" on November 15. From 1958 to 1963, the Steelers split home games between Forbes Field and Pitt Stadium. Fans were able to purchase season ticket packages for one site or the other. In 1964, the Steelers began to play home games exclusively at Pitt Stadium, which they continued until moving to the new Three Rivers Stadium in 1970. Of historic note, the iconic photo of New York Giants quarterback Y. A. Tittle, helmet-less, bloodied and kneeling, was taken at Pitt Stadium in 1964 following a Giants' loss to the Steelers on September 20. The photo, taken by Pittsburgh Post-Gazette photographer Morris Berman, now hangs in the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

[image: Remembering the implosion of Three Rivers Stadium 20 years ago |  TribLIVE.com]Three Rivers Stadium {1970-2000} 

Three Rivers Stadium was a multi-purpose stadium located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 1970 to 2000. It was home to the Pittsburgh Pirates of Major League Baseball (MLB) and the Pittsburgh Steelers of the National Football League (NFL). Built as a replacement for Forbes Field, which opened in 1909, the US$55 million ($388.1 million today) multi-purpose facility was designed to maximize efficiency. Ground was broken in April 1968 and an oft behind-schedule construction plan lasted for 29 months. The stadium opened on July 16, 1970, when the Pirates played their first game there. In the 1971 World Series, Three Rivers Stadium hosted the first World Series game played at night. The following year, the stadium was the site of the Immaculate Reception. The final game in the stadium was won by the Steelers on December 16, 2000. Three Rivers Stadium also hosted the Pittsburgh Maulers of the United States Football League and the University of Pittsburgh Panthers football team for a single season each. After its closing, Three Rivers Stadium was imploded in 2001.

Three Rivers Stadium was a multi-purpose stadium located in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 1970 to 2000. It was home to the Pittsburgh Pirates of Major League Baseball (MLB) and the Pittsburgh Steelers of the National Football League (NFL). Built as a replacement for Forbes Field, which opened in 1909, the US$55 million ($388.1 million today) multi-purpose facility was designed to maximize efficiency. Ground was broken in April 1968 and an oft behind-schedule construction plan lasted for 29 months.[6] The stadium opened on July 16, 1970, when the Pirates played their first game there. In the 1971 World Series, Three Rivers Stadium hosted the first World Series game played at night. The following year, the stadium was the site of the Immaculate Reception. The final game in the stadium was won by the Steelers on December 16, 2000. Three Rivers Stadium also hosted the Pittsburgh Maulers of the United States Football League and the University of Pittsburgh Panthers football team for a single season each. After its closing, Three Rivers Stadium was imploded in 2001.

[image: Heinz Field - Wikipedia]Heinz Field {2001-Present} 

Heinz Field is a football stadium located in the North Shore neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, United States. It primarily serves as the home of the Pittsburgh Steelers of the National Football League (NFL) and the Pittsburgh Panthers of the University of Pittsburgh. The stadium opened in 2001, after the controlled implosion of both teams' previous home, Three Rivers Stadium, and is named for the locally based H. J. Heinz Company, which purchased the naming rights in 2001. In February of 2022, the naming rights for the stadium expired, leaving the stadium's name for the 2022 season uncertain. Funded in conjunction with PNC Park and the David L. Lawrence Convention Center, the $281 million (equivalent to $410.7 million in 2020) stadium stands along the Ohio River, on the Northside of Pittsburgh in the North Shore neighborhood. The stadium was designed with the city of Pittsburgh's history of steel production in mind, which led to the inclusion of 12,000 tons of steel into construction. The ground for the stadium was broken in June 1999, and the first football game was hosted in September 2001. The stadium's natural grass surface has been criticized throughout its history, but Steelers ownership has kept the grass after lobbying from players and coaches. Attendance for the 68,400-seat stadium has sold out for every Steelers home game, a streak which dates to 1972. A collection of memorabilia from the Steelers and Panthers of the past can be found in the Great Hall.

Prior to the Steelers regular season schedule, the team played a pre-season game against the Detroit Lions on August 25, 2001. Pittsburgh won the stadium's unofficial opening game 20–7, with 57,829 spectators in attendance. The first official football game played in the stadium was between the Pittsburgh Panthers and East Tennessee State, on September 1. The Panthers won the game 31–0, with quarterback David Priestley scoring the first touchdown on an 85-yard run. The Steelers were scheduled to open the regular season play at Heinz Field on September 16 against the Cleveland Browns; however, due to the September 11 attacks, all NFL games of the week were postponed, thus moving the stadium's premiere to October 7, against the Cincinnati Bengals. Prior to the game, a speech from US President George W. Bush, ordering attacks on Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, was shown live on the stadium's JumboTron. The speech was met with much applause and support from the spectators in attendance. Pittsburgh defeated the Bengals, 16–7. Steelers kicker Kris Brown scored the first NFL points in the stadium on a 26-yard field goal, and quarterback Kordell Stewart scored the first touchdown on an eight-yard run.
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	No.

	Player

	Position

	Seasons

	Retired


	32

	Franco Harris

	RB

	1972-1983

	December 24, 2022


	70

	Ernie Stautner

	DT

	1950–1963

	October 25, 1964


	75

	Joe Greene

	DT

	1969–1981

	November 2, 2014




The Steelers retired Stautner's #70 in 1964 before creating a 50-year tradition of not retiring numbers. The team retired Greene's #75 in 2014 and left the possibility open that they would retire other players' jersey numbers at later dates. However, several numbers have not been reissued since the retirement of the players who wore them, including: 


	1 

	Gary Anderson


	7 

	Ben Roethlisberger


	12

	Terry Bradshaw


	36

	Jerome Bettis


	43

	Troy Polamalu


	47

	Mel Blount


	52

	Mike Webster


	58

	Jack Lambert


	59

	Jack Ham


	63

	Dermontti Dawson


	86

	Hines Ward
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Pro Football Hall-of-Famers
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	No.

	Name

	Inducted

	Position(s)

	Years w/ Steelers


	35

	"Bullet" Bill Dudley

	1966

	RB

	1942, 1945–1946


	35

	Walt Kiesling

	1966

	G/Line coach/Head coach/Aide

	1937–1944
1949–1961


	70

	Ernie Stautner

	1969

	DT

	1950–1963


	35

	John Henry Johnson

	1987

	RB

	1960–1965


	75

	"Mean" Joe Greene

	1987

	DT

	1969–1981


	59

	Jack Ham

	1988

	LB

	1971–1982


	47

	Mel Blount

	1989

	CB

	1970–1983


	12

	Terry Bradshaw

	1989

	QB

	1970–1983


	32

	Franco Harris

	1990

	RB

	1972–1983


	58

	Jack Lambert

	1990

	LB

	1974–1984


	52

	"Iron" Mike Webster

	1997

	C

	1974–1988


	88

	Lynn Swann

	2001

	WR

	1974–1982


	82

	John Stallworth

	2002

	WR

	1974–1987


	26

	Rod Woodson

	2009

	CB

	1987–1996


	80

	Jack Butler

	2012

	CB

	1951–1959


	63

	Dermontti Dawson

	2012

	C

	1988–2000


	36

	"The Bus" Jerome Bettis

	2015

	RB

	1996–2005


	91

	Kevin Greene

	2016

	LB

	1993–1996


	43

	Troy Polamalu

	2020

	S

	2003–2014


	31

	Donnie Shell

	2020

	S

	1974–1987


	66

	Alan Faneca

	2021

	G

	1998–2007



Coaches and Contributors

	Name

	Inducted

	Position(s)

	Years w/ Steelers


	"The Chief" Art Rooney

	1964

	Founder, Owner

	1933–1988


	Chuck Noll

	1993

	Head coach

	1969–1991


	Dan Rooney

	2000

	Executive, Owner

	1975–2017


	Bill Cowher

	2020

	Head coach

	1992–2006


	Bill Nunn

	2021

	Scout/Assistant Director Player Personnel/Senior Scout

	1968–2014
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Steelers Hall-of-Honor
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	Name

	Position

	Years With Club

	Inducted


	36

	Jerome Bettis

	RB

	1996–2005

	2017


	20

	Rocky Bleier

	RB

	1968, 1970–80

	2018


	47

	Mel Blount

	CB

	1970–83

	2017


	12

	Terry Bradshaw

	QB

	1970–83

	2017


	87/79

	Larry Brown

	TE/OT

	1971–76/1977–84

	2019


	80

	Jack Butler

	CB

	1951–59

	2017


	—
[image: ]


	Bill Cowher

	Coach

	1992–2006

	2019


	63

	Dermontti Dawson

	C

	1988–2000

	2017


	84

	Buddy Dial

	WR

	1959–63

	2018


	35

	Bill Dudley

	HB

	1942, 1945–46

	2017


	66

	Alan Faneca

	G

	1998–2007

	2018


	51

	James Farrior

	LB

	2002–11

	2020


	75

	Joe Greene

	DT

	1969–81

	2017


	91

	Kevin Greene

	LB

	1993–95

	2017


	68

	L.C. Greenwood

	DE

	1969–81

	2017


	59

	Jack Ham

	LB

	1971–82

	2017


	32

	Franco Harris

	RB

	1972–83

	2017


	42

	Dick Hoak

	RB/Coach

	1961–70/1972–2006

	2017


	62

	Tunch Ilkin

	OT

	1980–92

	2021


	35

	John Henry Johnson

	FB

	1960–65

	2017


	35

	Walt Kiesling

	G/Coach

	1937–39
1939–44, 1954–56

	2017


	55

	Jon Kolb

	OT

	1969–81

	2021


	37

	Carnell Lake

	S/CB

	1989–98

	2021


	58

	Jack Lambert

	LB

	1974–84

	2017


	22

	Bobby Layne

	QB

	1958–62

	2017


	83

	Louis Lipps

	WR

	1984–91

	2021


	95

	Greg Lloyd

	LB

	1988–97

	2020


	15

	Johnny "Blood" McNally

	FB/Coach

	1934, 1937–39
1937–39

	2017


	81

	Elbie Nickel

	TE

	1947–57

	2019


	—
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	Chuck Noll

	Coach

	1969–91

	2017


	—
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	Bill Nunn

	Scout/Assistant Director Player Personnel/Senior Scout

	1968–2014

	2018


	43

	Troy Polamalu

	S

	2003–14

	2020


	—
[image: ]


	Art Rooney, Jr.

	Personnel Director/Vice President

	1965–86
1987–present

	2018


	—
[image: ]


	Art Rooney, Sr.

	Founder/President/Chairman of the Board

	1933–88

	2017


	—
[image: ]


	Dan Rooney, Sr.

	President/Chairman

	1955–2017

	2017


	34

	Andy Russell

	LB

	1963, 1966–76

	2017


	31

	Donnie Shell

	S

	1974–87

	2017


	82

	John Stallworth

	WR

	1974–87

	2017


	70

	Ernie Stautner

	DT

	1950–63

	2017


	88

	Lynn Swann

	WR

	1974–82

	2017


	23

	Mike Wagner

	S

	1971–80

	2020


	86

	Hines Ward

	WR

	1998–2011

	2019


	52

	Mike Webster

	C

	1974–88

	2017


	78

	Dwight White

	DE

	1971–80

	2020


	26

	Rod Woodson

	CB

	1987–96

	2017


	—-
[image: ]


	Myron Cope

	Broadcaster

	1970-2004

	2022


	57

	Sam Davis

	G

	1967-1979

	2022


	83

	Heath Miller

	TE

	2005-2015

	2022


	25

	Ray Matthews

	RB

	1951-1959

	2022


	92

	James Harrison

	LB

	2002—2012, 2014-17

	2023


	72

	Gerry Mullins

	G

	1971-1979

	2023


	56

	Ray Mansfield

	C

	1964-1976

	2023


	91

	Aaron Smith

	DE

	1999-2011

	2023


	92

	Jason Gildon

	LB

	1994-2003

	2024


	98

	Casey Hampton

	NT

	2001-2012

	2024


	—-
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	Dick LeBeau

	DB Coach/DB Coordinator

	1992-1996/2004-2014

	2024


	39

	Willie Parker

	RB

	2004-2009

	2024
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[image: Franco Harris To Receive Big Ten Club's Person of the Year - Penn State  Athletics]Tribute to Franco Harris 

[image: ]


Harris was born in Fort Dix, New Jersey. His father, Cad Harris, a Black soldier, served in World War II and was stationed in Italy during the war. His mother, Gina Parenti Harris, was a native Italian and became a "war bride", who moved with her husband when he returned to the United States after the end of the war. Harris graduated from Rancocas Valley Regional High School in Mount Holly Township, New Jersey, in 1968. He then attended Penn State University, where he played on the Nittany Lions football team. Although he was primarily a blocker for the running back during his first year at Penn State, he amassed a career total of 2,002 yards rushing with 24 touchdowns and averaged over 5 yards per carry, while also catching 28 passes for 352 yards and another touchdown. He led the team in scoring in 1970. After playing college football for the Penn State Nittany Lions, Harris was selected by the Steelers in the first round of the 1972 NFL Draft, the 13th overall pick. He played his first 12 seasons with the Steelers and his last with the Seattle Seahawks. He was inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1990.

Harris was selected 13th overall in the first round of the 1972 NFL Draft by the Pittsburgh Steelers despite assistant personnel director Bill Nunn and head coach Chuck Noll preferring Robert Newhouse. In his first season with the Steelers (1972), Harris was named the NFL Rookie of the Year by The Sporting News and NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year by the Associated Press. In that season he gained 1,055 yards on 188 carries, with a 5.6 yards per carry average. He also rushed for 10 [image: Steelers to retire Franco Harris' No. 32 to honor anniversary of 'Immaculate  Reception']touchdowns and caught one touchdown pass. He was popular with Pittsburgh's large Italian American population: his fans, including "Brigadier General" Frank Sinatra, dubbed themselves "Franco's Italian Army" and wore army helmets with his number on them. During his rookie season, Harris was a key player in one of professional football's most famous plays, dubbed the "Immaculate Reception" by Pittsburgh sportscaster Myron Cope. In the first round of the playoffs, the Oakland Raiders were leading the Steelers 7–6 with 22 seconds to play when a Terry Bradshaw pass was deflected away from intended receiver John "Frenchy" Fuqua as defender Jack Tatum arrived to tackle him. Harris snatched the ball just before it hit the ground and ran it into the endzone, resulting in the Steelers' first playoff win. Harris was chosen for nine consecutive Pro Bowls (1972–1980) and was All-Pro in 1977. Harris rushed for more than 1,000 yards in eight seasons, breaking a record set by Jim Brown. The running back tandem of Harris and Rocky Bleier combined with a strong defense to win four Super Bowls following the 1974, 1975, 1978, and 1979 seasons. On January 12, 1975, he was the Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl IX; in that game he rushed for 158 yards and a touchdown on 34 carries for a 16–6 win over the Minnesota Vikings. Harris was the first African American as well as the first Italian American to be named Super Bowl MVP. Harris was a major contributor for the Steelers in all their first four Super Bowl wins. His Super Bowl career totals of 101 carries for 354 yards are records and his four career rushing touchdowns are tied for the second-most in Super Bowl history. Harris claimed that he extended his career and thus his contribution to the team's objectives (including four Super Bowl victories) by avoiding unnecessary contact. In his 13 professional seasons, Harris gained 12,120 yards (3rd all-time) on 2,949 carries, a 4.1 yards per carry average, and scored 91 rushing touchdowns (then also 3rd). He caught 307 passes for 2,287 yards, a 7.4 yards per reception average, and nine receiving touchdowns. Harris's 12,120 career rushing yards rank him 12th all-time in the NFL, while his 91 career rushing touchdowns rank him 10th all-time, tied with Jerome Bettis.

[image: Posed head-and-shoulders photograph of Harris wearing a black tuxedo and black tie]Harris died in his sleep at his home in Sewickley, Pennsylvania on December 20, 2022 at age 72, three days before the 50th anniversary of the "Immaculate Reception". Harris' death was considered sudden, as he had been active on social media just days before his death and had spoken to visitors at the Heinz History Center the day before his death including a live interview with KDKA-TV from the Heinz History Center. He was set to attend a ceremony at halftime during a Steelers game against the Las Vegas Raiders on December 24, 2022, to retire his jersey number. Hours before his death, Harris recorded an interview with Steelers defensive end Cameron Heyward for his podcast in what would be his last public interview, during which he ironically commented about how he was "feeling good" and happy to have made it to the 50th anniversary of the "Immaculate Reception".

[image: A picture containing headdress, helmet

Description automatically generated]

R.I.P. Franco
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Head Coaches
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	Name

	Term

	Regular season

	Playoffs

	

	GC

	W

	L

	T

	Win%

	GC

	W

	L

	Win%


	1

	Forrest Douds*

	1933*

	11

	3

	6

	2

	.333

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	2

	Luby DiMeolo*

	1934*

	12

	2

	10

	0

	.167

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	3

	Joe Bach*

	1935–1936*

	24

	10

	14

	0

	.416

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	4

	John McNally ‡*

	1937–1939*

	25

	6

	19

	0

	.240

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	5

	Walt Kiesling ‡*

	1939–1940*

	19

	3

	13

	3

	.188

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	6

	Bert Bell ^

	1941

	2

	0

	2

	0

	.000

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	7

	Aldo Donelli

	1941

	5

	0

	5

	0

	.000

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	—
[image: ]


	Walt Kiesling ‡*

	1941–1944*

	35

	13

	20

	2

	.394

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	8

	Jim Leonard*

	1945*

	10

	2

	8

	0

	.200

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	9

	Jock Sutherland

	1946–1947

	23

	13

	9

	1

	.591

	1

	0

	1

	.000


	10

	John Michelosen*

	1948–1951*

	48

	20

	26

	2

	.435

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	—
[image: ]


	Joe Bach*

	1952–1953*

	24

	11

	13

	0

	.485

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	—
[image: ]


	Walt Kiesling ‡*

	1954–1956*

	36

	14

	22

	0

	.389

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	11

	Buddy Parker

	1957–1964

	104

	51

	47

	6

	.520

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	12

	Mike Nixon

	1965

	14

	2

	12

	0

	.143

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	13

	Bill Austin

	1966–1968

	42

	11

	28

	3

	.282

	—
[image: ]


	
	
	

	14

	Chuck Noll †*

	1969–1991*

	342

	193

	148

	1

	.566

	24

	16

	8

	.667


	15

	Bill Cowher†*

	1992–2006*

	240

	149

	90

	1

	.623

	21

	12

	9

	.571


	16

	Mike Tomlin+*

	2007–2025

	309

	193

	114

	2

	.628

	16

	8

	8

	.500
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[image: Chuck Noll Dead At 82 - Steelers Depot]The Chuck Noll era
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The Steelers' history of bad luck changed with the hiring of coach Chuck Noll from the NFL champion Baltimore Colts for the 1969 season. Noll's most remarkable talent was in his draft selections, taking Hall of Famers "Mean" Joe Greene in 1969, Terry Bradshaw and Mel Blount in 1970, Jack Ham in 1971, Franco Harris in 1972, and finally, in 1974, pulling off the incredible feat of selecting four Hall of Famers in one draft year, Lynn Swann, Jack Lambert, John Stallworth, and Mike Webster. The Pittsburgh Steelers' 1974 draft was their best; no other team has ever drafted four future Hall of Famers in one year, and only very few (including the 1970 Steelers) have drafted two or more in one year. The players drafted in the early 1970s formed the base of an NFL dynasty, making the playoffs in eight seasons and becoming the only team in NFL history to win four Super Bowls in six years, as well as the first to win more than two. They also enjoyed a regular-season streak of 49 consecutive wins (1971–1979) against teams that would finish with a losing record that year.

The Steelers suffered a rash of injuries in the 1980 season and missed the playoffs with a 9–7 record. The 1981 season was no better, with an 8–8 showing. The team was then hit with the retirements of all their key players from the Super Bowl years. "Mean" Joe Greene retired after the 1981 season, Lynn Swann and Jack Ham after 1982's playoff berth, Terry Bradshaw and Mel Blount after 1983's divisional championship, and Jack Lambert after 1984's AFC Championship Game appearance. After those retirements, the franchise skidded to its first losing seasons since 1971. Though still competitive, the Steelers would not finish above .500 in 1985, 1986, and 1988. In 1987, the year of the players' strike, the Steelers finished with a record of 8–7 but missed the playoffs. In 1989, they would reach the second round of the playoffs on the strength of Merrill Hoge and Rod Woodson before narrowly missing the playoffs in each of the next two seasons, Noll's last seasons. Noll's career record with Pittsburgh was 209–156–1.
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[image: Former Pittsburgh Steeler Head coach Bill Cowher has memoir out in June |  WTRF]The Bill Cowher era
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In 1992, Chuck Noll retired and was succeeded by Kansas City Chiefs defensive coordinator Bill Cowher, a native of the Pittsburgh suburb of Crafton. Cowher led the Steelers to the playoffs in each of his first six seasons, a feat that had been accomplished only by legendary coach Paul Brown of the Cleveland Browns. In those first six seasons, Cowher coached them as deep as the AFC Championship Game three times and following the 1995 season an appearance in Super Bowl XXX on the strength of the "Blitzburgh" defense. However, the Steelers lost to the Dallas Cowboys in Super Bowl XXX, two weeks after a thrilling AFC Championship victory over the Indianapolis Colts. Cowher produced the franchise's record-tying fifth Super Bowl win in Super Bowl XL over the NFC champion Seattle Seahawks ten years later. With that victory, the Steelers became the third team to win five Super Bowls, and the first sixth-seeded playoff team to reach and win the Super Bowl since the NFL expanded to a 12-team post-season tournament in 1990. He coached through the 2006 season which ended with an 8–8 record, just short of the playoffs. Overall Cowher's teams reached the playoffs 10 of 15 seasons with six AFC Championship Games, two Super Bowl berths and a championship. Cowher's career record with Pittsburgh was 149–90–1 in the regular season and 161–99–1 overall, including playoff games.
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[image: It's time to acknowledge Mike Tomlin as one of the great NFL coaches | Pittsburgh  Steelers | The Guardian]The Mike Tomlin era
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On January 7, 2007, Cowher resigned from coaching the Steelers, citing a need to spend more time with his family. He did not use the term "retire", leaving open a possible return to the NFL as coach of another team. A three-man committee consisting of Art Rooney II, Dan Rooney, and Kevin Colbert was set up to conduct interviews for the head coaching vacancy. On January 22, 2007, Minnesota Vikings defensive coordinator Mike Tomlin was announced as Cowher's successor as head coach. Tomlin is the first African American to be named head coach of the team in its 75-year history. Tomlin became the third consecutive Steelers Head Coach to go to the Super Bowl, equaling the Dallas Cowboys (Tom Landry, Jimmy Johnson and Barry Switzer) in this achievement. He was named the Motorola 2008 Coach of the Year. On February 1, 2009, Tomlin led the Steelers to their second Super Bowl of this decade and went on to win 27–23 against the Arizona Cardinals. At age 36, he was the youngest head coach to ever win the Super Bowl, and he is only the second African American coach to ever win the Super Bowl (Tony Dungy was the first). The 2010 season made Tomlin the only coach to reach the Super Bowl twice before the age of 40 as he took the team to Super Bowl XLV on February 6, 2011. However, the Steelers were defeated by the Green Bay Packers, 31–25. The Steelers recorded their 400th victory in 2012 after defeating the Washington Redskins. Through the end of the 2020 season, Tomlin's record is 153–86–1 (.640), including playoffs. He is the first Pittsburgh coach to never post a losing season. The 2013–17 seasons were noted for record performances from the "Killer B's". This trio consisted of Antonio Brown, Ben Roethlisberger, and Le'Veon Bell. Occasionally, the "Killer B's" has also included kicker Chris Boswell due to his ability to hit game-winning field goals.
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NFL Award Winners
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	NFL MVP Award Winners

	NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year



	Season

	Player

	Position

	
	Season

	Player

	Position


	1946

	Bill Dudley

	HB

	
	1969

	Joe Greene

	DT


	1978

	Terry Bradshaw

	QB

	
	1974

	Jack Lambert

	LB


	
	
	
	
	2001

	Kendrell Bell

	LB



	NFL Defensive Player of the Year

	Super Bowl MVP Award Winners



	Season

	Player

	Position

	
	Super Bowl

	Player

	Position


	1972

	Joe Greene

	DT

	
	IX

	Franco Harris

	RB


	1974

	Joe Greene

	DT

	
	X

	Lynn Swann

	WR


	1975

	Mel Blount

	CB

	
	XIII

	Terry Bradshaw

	QB


	1976

	Jack Lambert

	LB

	
	XIV

	Terry Bradshaw

	QB


	1993

	Rod Woodson

	DB

	
	XL

	Hines Ward

	WR


	2008

	James Harrison

	LB

	
	XLIII

	Santonio Holmes

	WR


	2010

	Troy Polamalu

	S

	
	
	
	

	2021

	T. J. Watt

	LB

	
	
	
	


	NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year



	Season

	Player

	Position

	
	
	
	

	1972

	Franco Harris

	RB

	
	
	
	

	1984

	Louis Lipps

	WR/RS

	
	
	
	

	2004

	Ben Roethlisberger

	QB

	
	
	
	


––––––––
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[image: 1933 PITTSBURGH STEELERS PIRATES 8X10 TEAM PHOTO FOOTBALL SQUAD PICTURE NFL  | eBay]1933 Pittsburgh Pirates 

[image: ]


The 1933 Pittsburgh Pirates was the debut season of the team that eventually became the Pittsburgh Steelers. The team was founded after Pennsylvania relaxed its blue laws that, prior to 1933, prohibited sporting events from taking place on Sundays, when most NFL games took place. The new squad was composed largely of local semi-pro players, many of whom played for sports promoter Art Rooney. Rooney became the Pirates owner, paying the NFL a $2,500 fee to join the league. Except for a brief period in 1940 and '41, Rooney would remain the franchise's principal owner until his death in 1988. The Rooney family has retained a controlling interest ever since. The team took the field for the first time on September 20 against the New York Giants at Forbes Field, losing 23–2. The following week, the team got its first win, defeating the Chicago Cardinals at home 14–13. The team finished 3–6–2 for the season.

Tony Holm led the team in passing with 407 yards. Angelo Brovelli led the team in rushing with 236 yards. Ray Tesser led the team in receptions with 14. Paul Moss led the team with 283 yards receiving.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1933

	
	
	3-6-2

	Game Highlights


	9/20/1933

	
	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	2

	23

	L

	Oehler blocks punt out of end zone for safety


	9/27/1933

	
	vs

	CHICAGO CARDINALS

	14

	13

	W

	Kottler 99-yard INT return TD


	10/4/1933

	WED

	vs

	BOSTON REDSKINS

	6

	21

	L

	Brovelli scores lone TD for Pirates


	10/11/1933

	WED

	vs

	CINCINNATI REDS

	17

	3

	W

	Westfall & Vaughn score TDs for Pirates


	10/15/1933

	
	@

	Green Bay

	0

	47

	L

	Pirates give up 7 touchdowns to Packers


	10/22/1933

	
	@

	Cincinnati Reds

	0

	0

	T

	Snoozefest-Neither team can score


	10/29/1933

	
	@

	Boston Redskins

	16

	14

	W

	Westfall 60-yard TD reception from Holm


	11/5/1933

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	3

	3

	T

	Kelsch kicks FG for Pirates only score


	11/12/1933

	
	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	0

	32

	L

	Shipwreck Kelly runs wild over the Pirates


	11/19/1933

	
	@

	Philadelphia

	6

	25

	L

	Brovelli scores lone Pirate TD


	12/3/1933

	
	@

	New York Giants

	3

	27

	L

	Kelsch kicks FG for Pirates only score



Schedule courtesy of Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: 3 things you probably didn't know about the Steelers - Dawgs By Nature]


	1933 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	New York Giants

	11

	3

	0

	.786

	7–1

	244

	101


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	5

	4

	1

	.556

	2–2–1

	93

	54


	Boston Redskins

	5

	5

	2

	.500

	2–3

	103

	97


	Philadelphia Eagles

	3

	5

	1

	.375

	1–2

	77

	158


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	3

	6

	2

	.333

	1–5–1

	67

	208




Pennsylvania Blue Laws

The state had “blue laws” designed to enforce religious practices on Sundays. The Sabbath was set aside as a day of rest and had restrictions on just about everything from shopping to restaurants to athletic events. Because the blue laws would not be voted on until November, the first four games of the maiden 1933 season were home games played on Wednesday nights followed by four road games. The first Sunday contest was played on November 12, 1933, in a 32-0 loss to the Brooklyn Dodgers before just over 12,000 patrons. The final two games were both road games.
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[image: 1934 Redskins dominated Pittsburgh | RetroSeasons]1934 Pittsburgh Pirates 
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The 1934 Pirates (later renamed in 1940) began the season with a new coach, Luby DiMeolo, but again found themselves finishing in 5th place in the Eastern Division. The Pirates suffered a miserable 2–10 season, in which they were shut out in 6 games and only scored more than 10 points in 2 games. One point of interest of the season was the arrival of All-Pro and future Hall of Famer John McNally for one season from the Green Bay Packers. However, he did not have much of an impact for the Pirates before returning to the Packers the next season. This Pirates team also introduced their "jailbird" uniforms. While these uniforms were worn by the Steelers as throwbacks from 2012 to 2016 (albeit with the current colors, making them "bumblebee" uniforms), this was the only year they were used as the team was constantly made fun of for looking like convicts.

Warren Heller led the team in passing with 511 yards. Heller also led the team in rushing with 528 yards. Ben Smith led the team with 14 receptions. Joe Skladany led with 222 yards receiving.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1934

	
	
	2-10

	Game Highlights


	9/19/1934

	
	vs

	CINCINNATI REDS

	13

	0

	W

	Clark rush TD/Kelsch & Nicolai FG each


	9/16/1934

	
	vs

	BOSTON REDSKINS

	0

	7

	L

	Pirates lose on touchdown pass


	9/26/1934

	WED

	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	0

	7

	L

	Pirates shutout again/Hanson runs wild for Eagles


	10/3/1934

	WED

	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	12

	14

	L

	Heller TD pass to Skladany/Heller rush TD


	10/7/1934

	
	@

	Philadelphia

	9

	7

	W

	Brovelli rush TD/Nicolai FG


	10/10/1934

	WED

	vs

	CHICAGO

	0

	28

	L

	Pirates allow Feathers over 100 rush yads


	10/14/1934

	
	@

	Boston Redskins

	0

	39

	L

	Pirates get blown out


	10/21/1934

	
	@

	New York Giants

	7

	17

	L

	Vaughn TD pass to Sortet


	10/28/1934

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	3

	21

	L

	Nicolai kicks 50-yard FG


	11/4/1934

	
	@

	Detroit

	7

	40

	L

	Vaughn 62-yard TD pass to Skladany


	11/11/1934

	
	@

	St. Louis Gunners

	0

	6

	L

	Gunners kick 2 FGs to beat Pirates


	11/18/1934

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	0

	10

	L

	Kercheval scores all Dodgers points as Pirates lose



Schedule courtesy of Steve’s Football Bible LLC
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	1934 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	New York Giants

	8

	5

	0

	.615

	7–1

	147

	107


	Boston Redskins

	6

	6

	0

	.500

	5–3

	107

	94


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	4

	7

	0

	.364

	4–4

	61

	153


	Philadelphia Eagles

	4

	7

	0

	.364

	3–5

	127

	85


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	2

	10

	0

	.167

	1–7

	51

	206
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The 1935 Pirates fired former coach Luby DiMeolo after completing the '34 season with a 2–10 record. They brought in Duquesne head coach, Joe Bach, who improved their record to 4-8, and stayed until the next season before returning to coach in college.

Johnny Gildea led the team in passing with 529 yards and threw 2 touchdown passes. Warren Heller led the team with 112 rushing yards. Art Strutt and Jim Levey led the team in receptions with 7 each and 112 receiving yards each.

In Week 2 vs the Giants, New York head coach Steve Owen admits in 1935 that he "shaved" the game, ordering his Giants to fumble 3 times inside the 10 & didn't call a pass play in the 4th quarter, the world's first public admission of game fixing.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1935

	
	
	4-8

	Game Highlights


	9/13/1935

	FR

	@

	Philadelphia

	17

	7

	W

	Ribble blocked punt recovery for TD


	9/22/1935

	
	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	7

	42

	L

	Gildea TD pass to Wisenbuagh


	9/29/1935

	
	vs

	CHICAGO

	7

	23

	L

	Casper scores lone TD for Pirates


	10/6/1935

	
	@

	Green Bay

	0

	27

	L

	Pirates get lit up by Packers Hutson


	10/9/1935

	WED

	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	6

	17

	L

	Doehring TD pass to Wisenbuagh


	10/20/1935

	
	vs

	CHICAGO CARDINALS

	17

	13

	W

	Strutt INT return TD/Doehring TD reception


	10/27/1935

	
	vs

	BOSTON REDSKINS

	6

	0

	W

	Nicolai 2 FGs in Pirates win


	11/3/1935

	
	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	7

	13

	L

	Wetzel rush TD for Pirates lone score


	11/10/1935

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	16

	7

	W

	Levey rush TD and TD reception


	11/24/1935

	
	vs

	GREEN BAY

	14

	34

	L

	Levey rush TD and TD reception


	12/1/1935

	
	@

	Boston Redskins

	3

	13

	L

	Nicolai FG for lone Pirates points


	12/8/1935

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	0

	13

	L

	Pirates shutout to end season
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	1935 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	New York Giants

	9

	3

	0

	.750

	8–0

	180

	96


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	5

	6

	1

	.455

	3–4–1

	90

	141


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	4

	8

	0

	.333

	3–5

	100

	209


	Boston Redskins

	2

	8

	1

	.200

	2–4–1

	65

	123


	Philadelphia Eagles

	2

	9

	0

	.182

	2–5

	60

	179
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The team welcomed back head coach, Joe Bach who served his last year at the position (until returning in 1952). His team finished the season with the franchise's best record yet, at 6-6. The Pirates played all their home games at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, except for one that was played at Point Stadium in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. George Rado {G} was selected to various first team All-Pro teams.

Ed Matesic led the team in passing with 850 yards and threw 4 touchdown passes. Warren Heller led the team in rushing with 332 yards. Bill Sortet led the team with 14 receptions for 197 yards.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	1936

	
	
	6-6

	Game Highlights


	9/13/1936

	vs

	BOSTON REDSKINS

	10

	0

	W

	Kakasic fumble return TD and FG


	9/23/1936

	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	10

	6

	W

	Strutt rush TD/Nicolai FG


	9/27/1936

	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	10

	7

	W

	Matesic TD pass to Sortet/Nicolai FG


	10/4/1936

	vs

	CHICAGO

	9

	27

	L

	Gildea TD pass to Heller


	10/14/1936

	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	17

	0

	W

	Matesic 2 TD pass/Kakasic FG


	10/18/1936

	@

	Chicago

	7

	26

	L

	Zaninelli rush TD


	10/25/1936

	@

	Green Bay

	10

	38

	L

	Karcis rush TD/Nicolai FG


	11/1/1936

	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	10

	7

	W

	Karcis rush TD/Nicolai FG


	11/5/1936

	vs

	vs Philadelphia

	6

	0

	W

	Nicolai 2 FGs


	11/8/1936

	@

	Detroit

	3

	28

	L

	Nicolai FG for only Pirates points


	11/15/1936

	@

	Chicago Cardinals

	6

	14

	L

	Matesic TD pass to Heller


	11/29/1936

	@

	Boston Redskins

	0

	30

	L

	Pirates give up INT return TD-fumble recovery TD
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	1936 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	Boston Redskins

	7

	5

	0

	.583

	6–2

	149

	110


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	6

	6

	0

	.500

	6–1

	98

	187


	New York Giants

	5

	6

	1

	.455

	3–3–1

	115

	163


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	3

	8

	1

	.273

	2–5–1

	92

	161


	Philadelphia Eagles

	1

	11

	0

	.083

	1–7

	51

	206




1936 NFL Draft


	Round

	Choice

	Overall

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	3

	3

	Bill Shakespeare

	Halfback

	Notre Dame


	2

	3

	12

	Len Barnum

	Quarterback

	West Virginia Wesleyan


	3

	3

	21

	Bobby Grayson

	Fullback

	Stanford


	4

	3

	30

	Truman Spain

	Tackle

	Southern Methodist University


	5

	3

	39

	Wayne Sandefur

	Fullback

	Purdue University


	6

	3

	48

	Maurice Orr

	Tackle

	Southern Methodist University


	7

	3

	57

	Marty Peters

	Defensive End

	Notre Dame


	8

	3

	66

	Ed Karpowich

	Tackle

	Catholic University


	9

	3

	75

	Joe Meglen

	Back

	Georgetown University
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The team hired John McNally as head coach after John Bach stepped down during the offseason. McNally was a former player, who played halfback for the Pirates during the 1934 season. His team finished with another 4–7 record however, McNally was welcomed back the next season. Mike Basrak {C} was selected to various first team All-Pro teams.

Max Fiske led the team in passing with 318 yards and threw 4 touchdown passes. Bill Karcis led the team in rushing with 513 yards and 4 rushing touchdowns. Johnny Blood led the team in receptions with 10 and had 4 TD receptions. Bill Davidson led the team with 169 receiving yards.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1937

	
	
	4-7

	Game Highlights


	9/5/1937

	
	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	27

	14

	W

	Blood kickoff return TD-TD reception


	9/19/1937

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	21

	0

	W

	Fiske TD pass to Blood/Karcis+Gildea TDs


	9/26/1937

	
	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	7

	10

	L

	Karcis rush TD/Pirates held to 117 total yds


	10/4/1937

	MON

	vs

	CHICAGO

	0

	7

	L

	Pirates shutout by Bears


	10/10/1937

	
	@

	Detroit

	3

	7

	L

	Nicolai FG


	10/17/1937

	
	@

	Washington Redskins

	20

	34

	L

	Blood 2 TD receptions-TD pass


	10/24/1937

	
	vs

	CHICAGO CARDINALS

	7

	13

	L

	Fiske TD pass to Davidson


	10/31/1937

	
	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	16

	7

	W

	Davidson INT return TD


	11/7/1937

	
	@

	New York Giants

	0

	17

	L

	Pirates get shutout at Polo Grounds


	11/14/1937

	
	vs

	WASHINGTON REDSKINS

	21

	13

	W

	Davidson & Karcis Rush TDs/Nicolai 2 FG


	11/21/1937

	
	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	0

	23

	L

	Pirates can’t control Ace Parker
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	1937 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	Washington Redskins

	8

	3

	0

	.727

	6–2

	195

	120


	New York Giants

	6

	3

	2

	.667

	5–2–1

	128

	109


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	4

	7

	0

	.364

	4–4

	122

	145


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	3

	7

	1

	.300

	2–5–1

	82

	174


	Philadelphia Eagles

	2

	8

	1

	.200

	2–6

	86

	177




1937 NFL Draft

	Round

	Pick

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	5

	Mike Basrak 

	C

	Duquesne


	2

	15

	Bob Finley 

	B

	SMU


	3

	25

	Bill Breeden 

	B

	Oklahoma


	4

	35

	Elmo "Bo" Hewes 

	B

	Oklahoma


	5

	45

	Jack Frye 

	B

	Missouri


	6

	55

	Walt Roach 

	E

	TCU


	7

	65

	Byron Haines 

	HB

	Washington


	8

	75

	Marty Kordich 

	G

	Saint Mary's (CA)


	9

	85

	Matt Patanelli 

	E

	Michigan


	10

	95

	Stan Nevers 

	T

	Kentucky
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The '38 Pirates welcomed back John McNally as head coach after finishing with a 4-10 record the previous year. McNally coached the team's second 2-win season in 3 years, as they placed last in the NFL Eastern Division. The '38 team welcomed one of the Steelers' best players during their tenure as "the Pirates" (1933-1940). Art Rooney signed college phenom Byron "Whizzer" White for one season and was given a huge contract. White led the league in rushing that year and became the first player to do so whilst playing for a losing team. He left the team the next year to pursue his studies overseas, he did however return as a Lion in 1940. White {TB} and Byron Gentry {G} were selected to various first team All-Pro teams.

Whizzer White led the team in passing with 393 yards. White led the team in rushing with 567 yards and 4 rushing touchdowns. Bill Davidson led the team in receptions with 12 for 229 yards.


	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1938

	
	
	2-9

	Game Highlights


	9/9/1938

	FR

	@

	Detroit

	7

	16

	L

	Whizzer White rush TD


	9/11/1938

	
	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	14

	27

	L

	White rush TD/Manske TD reception


	9/16/1938

	FR

	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	7

	27

	L

	White rush TD


	9/23/1938

	FR

	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	17

	3

	W

	Manske fumble return TD/Nicolai FG


	10/3/1938

	MON

	@

	New York Giants

	13

	10

	W

	Filchock 2 TD pass to Sortet


	10/9/1938

	
	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	7

	17

	L

	White TD pass to Sortet


	10/23/1938

	
	@

	Green Bay

	0

	20

	L

	Pirates shutout at City Stadium


	11/6/1938

	
	vs

	WASHINGTON REDSKINS

	0

	7

	L

	Pirates 178 rush yards/0 pass yards


	11/20/1938

	
	@

	Philadelphia

	7

	14

	L

	White 133 rush yards/rush TD


	11/27/1938

	
	@

	Washington Redskins

	0

	15

	L

	Pirates 180 pass yards-still get shutout


	12/4/1938

	
	vs

	Cleveland Rams (New Orleans)

	7

	13

	L

	White TD pass to Sortet
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	1938 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	New York Giants

	8

	2

	1

	.800

	5–2–1

	194

	79


	Washington Redskins

	6

	3

	2

	.667

	4–2–2

	148

	154


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	4

	4

	3

	.500

	3–2–3

	131

	161


	Philadelphia Eagles

	5

	6

	0

	.455

	3–5

	154

	164


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	2

	9

	0

	.182

	2–6

	79

	169
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1938 NFL Draft


	Round

	Choice

	Overall

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	4

	4

	Byron White

	Back

	Colorado


	2

	4

	14

	Frank Filchock

	Back

	Indiana


	3

	4

	19

	Hugh Wolfe

	Back

	Texas


	4

	4

	29

	Tony Matisi

	Tackle

	Pittsburgh


	5

	4

	34

	Lou Midler

	Tackle

	Minnesota


	6

	4

	44

	George Platukis

	End

	Duquesne


	7

	4

	54

	Ray King

	End

	Minnesota


	8

	4

	64

	Tom Burnette

	Halfback

	North Carolina


	9

	4

	74

	Paul McDonough

	End

	Utah


	10

	4

	84

	Paul McCarty

	Center

	Notre Dame


	11

	4

	94

	Bill Krause

	Guard

	Baldwin–Wallace


	12

	4

	104

	Joe Kuharich

	Guard

	Notre Dame
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Byron “Whizzer” White
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The Pirates brought John McNally back for his third year, however, after finishing with a 2–9 record, Owner Art Rooney provided him with support by signing Walt Kiesling during the offseason. Despite this, the Pirates experienced their worst season yet, placing last in the league with a 1–9–1 record. The team just barely tallied a number in the win column, but during Week 11, they beat the Philadelphia Eagles. It was their first win at home in 9 games at Forbes Field (Week 10, 1937). It was also the final season for the franchise before becoming the "Steelers" the following season. Byron Gentry {G} was selected to various first team All-Pro teams.

Hugh McCullough led the team in passing with 443 yards. Boyd Brumbaugh led the team in rushing with 282 yards. Sam Boyd led the team in receptions with 21 for 423 yards.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1939

	
	
	1-9-1

	Game Highlights


	9/14/1939

	TH

	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	7

	12

	L

	Platukis TD pass to Wheeler


	9/24/1939

	
	vs

	CHICAGO CARDINALS

	0

	10

	L

	Pirates rush for 287 yards-can’t crack EZ


	10/2/1939

	MON

	vs

	CHICAGO

	0

	32

	L

	Pirates held to 39 total yards/2 turnovers


	10/8/1939

	
	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	7

	14

	L

	Swede Johnston rush TD


	10/15/1939

	
	@

	Washington Redskins

	14

	44

	L

	Tomasetti TD pass to McDonough


	10/22/1939

	
	vs

	WASHINGTON REDSKINS

	14

	21

	L

	McDonough 2 pass TDs-175 pass yards


	10/29/1939

	
	@

	Cleveland Rams

	14

	14

	T

	McCullough rush TD-TD pass to Boyd


	11/6/1939

	MON

	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	13

	17

	L

	McCullough TD pass to Sortet/Nicolai FG


	11/19/1939

	
	@

	New York Giants

	7

	24

	L

	Brumbaugh rush TD


	11/23/1939

	TH

	@

	Philadelphia

	14

	17

	L

	Brumbaugh rush TD-TD pass to Platukis


	11/26/1939

	
	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	24

	12

	W

	Johnston & Tomasetti rush TD/Nicolai FG
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	1939 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	New York Giants

	9

	1

	1

	.900

	7–0–1

	168

	85


	Washington Redskins

	8

	2

	1

	.800

	6–1–1

	242

	94


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	4

	6

	1

	.400

	3–4–1

	108

	219


	Pittsburgh Pirates

	1

	9

	1

	.100

	1–7

	114

	216


	Philadelphia Eagles

	1

	9

	1

	.100

	1–6–1

	105

	200
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1939 NFL Draft


	Draft order

	Player name

	Position

	College


	Round

	Choice

	Overall


	1

	2

	2

	Sidney "Sid" Luckman

	Quarterback

	Columbia


	2

	1

	11

	Clarence "Pug" Manders

	Fullback

	Drake


	3

	2

	17

	Billy Patterson

	Back

	Baylor


	4

	1

	26

	Hugh McCullough

	Defensive Back

	Pittsburgh


	5

	2

	32

	Ernie Wheeler

	Back

	North Dakota State


	6

	1

	41

	Sam Boyd

	End

	Baylor


	7

	2

	52

	Eddie Palumbo

	Back

	Detroit


	8

	1

	61

	Ole Nelson

	End

	Michigan State


	9

	2

	72

	Steve Petro

	Guard

	Pittsburgh


	10

	1

	81

	Jack Lee

	Back

	Carnegie-Mellon


	11

	2

	92

	Lou Tomasetti

	Back

	Buckwell


	12

	1

	101

	Denny Cochran

	Back

	St. Louis


	13

	2

	112

	Fabian Hoffman

	End

	Pittsburgh


	14

	1

	121

	Ed Clary

	Back

	South Carolina


	15

	2

	132

	John Tosi

	Center

	Niagara


	16

	1

	141

	Al Lezouski

	Guard

	Pittsburgh


	17

	2

	152

	Ed Longhi

	Center

	Notre Dame


	18

	1

	161

	Dave Shirk

	End

	Kansas


	19

	2

	172

	Frank Peters

	End

	Washington


	20

	1

	181

	Tom Sheldrake

	End

	Washington
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It was also the first season in which the team was known as the Pittsburgh Steelers, and not the copycat "Pirates" moniker. The 1940 team was led by head coach Walt Kiesling in his first full season as the head coach. Kiesling's assistant coaches were Wilbur "Bill" Sortet and Hank Bruder, who both also played. They held training camp at St. Francis College in Loretto, Pennsylvania.

Billy Patterson led the team in passing with 529 yards and threw 3 touchdown passes. Lou Tomasetti led the team in rushing with 246 yards. George Platukis led the team with 15 receptions for 290 yards and 2 TD receptions.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	
	1940

	
	
	2-7-2

	Game Highlights


	9/8/1940

	
	vs

	CHICAGO CARDINALS

	7

	7

	T

	Patterson TD pass to Platukis


	9/15/1940

	
	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	10

	10

	T

	Patterson TD pass to Tomasetti/Nicolai FG


	9/22/1940

	
	@

	Detroit

	10

	7

	W

	Tomasetti rush TD/Nicolai FG


	9/29/1940

	
	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	3

	10

	L

	Nicolai FG/Steelers 188 total yards


	10/6/1940

	
	vs

	WASHINGTON REDSKINS

	10

	40

	L

	Thompson TD pass to Condit/Nicolai FG


	10/13/1940

	
	@

	Brooklyn Dodgers

	0

	21

	L

	Steelers 213 total yards/commit 3 turnovers


	10/20/1940

	
	@

	New York Giants

	0

	12

	L

	Steelers manage only 148 yards total offense


	10/27/1940

	
	@

	Green Bay

	3

	24

	L

	Nicolai FG/Steelers held to 95 total yards


	11/3/1940

	
	@

	Washington Redskins

	10

	37

	L

	Patterson TD pass to Platukis/Nicolai FG


	11/10/1940

	
	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	7

	3

	W

	McDonough rush TD


	11/28/1940

	TH

	@

	Philadelphia

	0

	7

	L

	Steelers held to 130 total yards of offense
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	1940 NFL Eastern Division

	W

	L

	T

	PCT

	DIV

	PF

	PA


	Washington Redskins

	9

	2

	0

	.818

	6–2

	245

	142


	Brooklyn Dodgers

	8

	3

	0

	.727

	6–2

	186

	120


	New York Giants

	6

	4

	1

	.600

	5–2–1

	131

	133


	Pittsburgh Steelers

	2

	7

	2

	.222

	1–6–1

	60

	178


	Philadelphia Eagles

	1

	10

	0

	.091

	1–7

	111

	211
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1940 NFL Draft


	Round

	Choice

	Player

	Position

	College


	1

	3

	Kay Eakin

	Halfback

	Arkansas


	2

	12

	Ralph Wenzel

	End

	Tulane


	3

	18

	George Kiick

	Back

	Bucknell


	4

	27

	Frank “Pop” Ivy

	End

	Oklahoma


	5

	33

	Clark Goff

	Tackle

	Florida


	6

	42

	Frank Bykowski

	Guard

	Purdue


	7

	53

	Pete Cignetti

	Back

	Boston College


	8

	62

	Carl Nery

	Guard

	Duquesne


	9

	73

	Dick Boisseau

	Tackle

	Washington & Lee


	10

	82

	Paul Shu

	Back

	VMI


	11

	93

	Cary Cox

	Center

	Alabama


	12

	102

	Rocco Piro

	Back

	Catholic U


	13

	113

	John Noppenburg

	Back

	Miami-FL


	14

	122

	Nick Stublar

	Tackle

	Santa Clara


	15

	133

	Ray McCarthy

	Back

	Santa Clara


	16

	142

	Leon Gajecki

	Guard

	Penn State


	17

	153

	Mickey Sullivan

	End

	NC State


	18

	162

	Seaton Daly

	Tackle

	Gonzaga


	19

	173

	Thad Harvey

	Tackle

	Notre Dame


	20

	182

	Marvin Katzenstein

	Tackle

	Colorado Mines
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In the offseason, the team had been sold and then re-acquired (more or less) in a bizarre series of transactions which has come to be referred to as the "Pennsylvania Polka". The roster consisted of many players who had played for the Philadelphia Eagles the previous year, who joined the Steelers because of the moves. Bert Bell became half-owner of the team, and he named himself the head coach. After starting the season with two straight losses, Aldo "Buff" Donelli was brought in. Donelli was acting concurrently as head coach at Duquesne University, and when the team's schedules prevented him from fulfilling both roles, he stepped down as the Steelers' coach in favor of Walt Kiesling. The team held training camp in Hershey, Pennsylvania.

Boyd Brumbaugh led the team in passing with 260 yards. Dick Riffle led the team in rushing with 388 yards. Don Looney led the team in receptions with 10 for 186 yards.

	PITTSBURGH

	
	1941

	
	
	1-9-1

	Game Highlights


	9/7/1941

	@

	Cleveland Rams (Akron, OH)

	14

	17

	L

	Hackney & Jones rush TD each


	9/21/1941

	vs

	PHILADELPHIA

	7

	10

	L

	Brumbaugh rush TD


	10/5/1941

	vs

	NEW YORK GIANTS

	10

	37

	L

	Brumbaugh TD pass to Kichefski/Nicolai FG


	10/12/1941

	vs

	WASHINGTON REDSKINS

	20

	24

	L

	Riffle TD catch/Jones TD catch/Brumbaugh TD


	10/19/1941

	@

	New York Giants

	7

	28

	L

	Brumbaugh TD pass to Looney


	10/26/1941

	@

	Chicago

	7

	34

	L

	Riffle TD pass to Hoague


	11/2/1941

	@

	Washington Redskins

	3

	23

	L

	Steelers held to 47 total yards/Nicolai FG


	11/9/1941

	@

	Philadelphia

	7

	7

	T

	Jones rush TD/Steelers 155 yards offense


	11/16/1941

	vs

	BROOKLYN DODGERS

	14

	7

	W

	Riffle & Jones rush TD/Defense force 3 turnovers


	11/23/1941

	vs

	GREEN BAY

	7

	54

	L

	Hoague rush TD/Steelers
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