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“Hey Ross,” Julie said as she made her way off the dance stage. Of all the people she expected to see, Ross was not one of them, especially in a place like this. This was the kind of party where gals and especially guys attended for a one-night stand. Last she remembered, Ross was dating Ursula.

“Hey,” Ross said. He looked as awkward as she had been during her first time here. As her body count grew, so did her confidence. Maybe Ross needed that too. If so, she better help him.

“What are you doing here?” Joey said from behind him. Joey was her brother, three years older.

“Oh, relax, I’m 20. I can take care of myself,” Julie came over and hugged Ross. She was like a foot shorter than him, yet she was sure he could smell her perfume and some alcohol as she hugged him. Ross was still awkward, she noticed. She also noticed Joey give a sharp look to Ross. Oh yes, the older brother warning his friend not to flirt with his younger sister. It would’ve been a wholesome look if not for them being at a dance bar, known for casual hookups. Besides, he was here too.

“Hi Julie,” Ross said again and hugged her back awkwardly. Julie was clearly hot, and with some sweet talking, wouldn’t be too hard to seduce Ross. Julie herself was once interested in Ross, but back then, she was the awkward one. Not to mention, he used to date Ursula. Who knew, he probably is still with her. But then, why is he here?

She gave his butt a little squeeze when they hugged, and he jumped back. She chuckled a little at how flustered he looked. She had half in mind to take him to the side, away from her playboy brother’s eyes, and blow him in the parking lot. She knew, with enough teasing, she could actually achieve that. After all, she had a crush on Ross when she was young. Julie wanted to continue the foreplay and keep toying with her childhood crush, but then she noticed something. Ross’s face turned from nervous laughter to dead serious.

She followed his eyes and noticed that Joey was also looking in the same direction, a shocked look on his face too. Needless to say, it caught her attention. She looked back and saw someone walking closer to them. Ross gave Joey a puzzled look, which Joey gulped. She didn’t know what was going on, but instantly knew the situation was about to get ugly as a woman approached them. The woman was Ursula, Ross’s girlfriend. Julie stepped back, wondering that maybe her being so close to Ross might look bad and get Ursula jealous. Julie came here to get a physical partner, not have someone else’s partner get physical with her. Last thing she wants is to be a homewrecker. Maybe this is why Ross was so awkward.

“Hey Ursula,” Julie said, hoping she didn’t just mess things up. The situation felt more and more awkward as she came closer to Ross. There was no loving reaction on his face, but there was anger. Both on Joey and Ross’s faces, there was disgust.

They were near the bar, so the drinks were right there. Julie figured the alcohol should help. She had already taken four hard shots. Maybe that’s what Ross might need too.

Julie went away and came back in a while with a hard drink for Ross. She offered him the drink and was surprised when Ross gulped it all down in a single sip, something that was even hard for her to do, especially with a straight, motionless face like how Ross just did it. Unless, he was upset.

Joey whispered something in Ross’s ear as Julie leaned closer. The crowd around them might as well have disappeared after Ursula came to them. Julie stood there, pretending to look at a different direction to make sure they didn’t know she was listening. She knew they once dated, but it looked as if they either had some argument or maybe they broke up. If it’s the latter, the breakup must not have gone well. Despite that being a possibility, Ursula showed no signs of discomfort. So maybe she was wrong.

“Did you know she was going to be here?” Ross asked Joey as the glass in his hand got a crack.

“No, man, I really didn’t, otherwise I wouldn’t have come here myself,” Joey explained and put his hand on Ross’s glass as if to stop him from breaking it.

“I need to leave, either with you or without you,” Ross said, and by the tone he said it, Joey knew he meant it seriously. Julie knew her brother well, and just by the tone of his voice, she knew something was dead serious and it had something to do with Ursula.

“I’ll escort you out and call the cab. I don’t want you to drive while drunk, okay.”

“I can help,” Ursula interrupted. “I just came here and have yet to be drunk, I’ll drop you off,” she offered casually.

“No thanks, I’d rather drive to my death. You stay and enjoy the party. I don’t want to ruin some random guy’s night,” Ross said without even looking at her. The pieces of the puzzle were starting to get together for Julie.

“Oh please, don’t tell me you’re still hung up on that. It was a mistake, it didn’t mean anything,” Ursula continued, now louder. Some people had just stared at their direction. Julie had no clue what she was talking about, but knew it was more serious than Ursula was pretending it to be.

“Oh really, gosh, that makes it so much better. It feels like getting enlightened and yet doesn’t change
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