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The stories, prophecies, and experiences of the prophets in the Bible still hold important and relevant lessons for us today. We will be wise to learn from them. After all, there is nothing new under the sun. Sin remains sin. God will not tolerate rebellion. He will not be mocked. The prophets also share the good news, as we find throughout the Bible, that God is the same today as yesterday, meaning He is still a God of long-suffering, showing compassion, mercy, love, and kindness.

The theme for the prophets remains consistent: judgement and restoration. They were constantly dealing with rebellious people. So generally we will find prophecies across the board dealing with Israel’s sin and iniquity, rebellion and spiritual apathy, but at the same time, we are offered an open window to the heart and mind of God, who is faithful, holy, pure, and full of love.

We also have to remember that everything in the Old Testament played out a stage to prepare for the first and second coming of Christ. God’s master plan was always to save the Jews and Gentiles by the better covenant of grace, sealed by the Blood of the Lamb. The first and second coming of our Lord is connected to a myriad of other events, such as the birth of the Church during Pentecost and the ultimate restoration of Israel before the establishment of the New Jerusalem.

Learning from the past involves a careful study of it, and a commitment to evaluating the mistakes and triumphs with a view to drawing lessons from it. In such a quest, there is wisdom, for the last 2000 years have shown us how the world keeps repeating the mistakes of the past, and this is true as well for the church today, be it the Protestants or the Catholics. The prophets remind us that we reap what we sow.  We cannot walk in the light and in darkness. We cannot walk in truth and deception. We cannot serve two masters. We live in a rebellious society, but this is nothing new. Since the days of Noah, the world had known rebellion, and more often than not has chosen not to serve God. Mankind continues to seek and forge its own truth, and is determined to be governed by his own set of rules and laws.

The fall of Samaria and Judah is a spectacular example that God shall not be mocked, and of how stubborn we can be if we do not listen. The Lord tolerated the selfish ways of Israel for a long time because of His loving nature, but He shall not be mocked. The church of today – those who truly follow Christ, no matter the denomination – will do well to learn from Israel’s history and the prophecies of the prophets. Grace is never a license to be rebellious or unfaithful. Israel learned the hard way that there are consequences to being unfaithful.

Sadly, if we look at the church today (meaning the institutionalised system of religion and tradition), we see idolatry, spiritual apostasy and rebellion thriving. We have failed to learn from the past; therefore, the mistakes of Israel and even the Catholic Church. We keep on thinking we can toy with God. Our idolatry and rebellion are like a dead stench in His nostrils. We are called to be sweet aroma unto God. 2 Corinthians 2 says, “14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place,” and also “Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.”

God says the time and the season have come for us to get out of spiritual Babylon, to get out of the valley of indecision and idolatry and sin, and to come up the mountain of the Lord where He will teach us His ways (Isaiah 2). Such warnings were uttered countless times by the prophets as well. Yet Israel failed to listen. Are we listening to God today? Without God, we shall continue in our rebellious and unrighteous ways. Only when we abide and rest in God shall we find our way, and shall we walk in God’s blessing and order. Paul reminds us of the following in “2 Thessalonians 2:15 So then, brethren, stand firm and hold fast to the traditions and instructions which you were taught by us, whether by our word of mouth or by letter.”

Ezekiel’s mandate, as found in chapter two where the mandate of many of the prophets, and is still our mandate today. We read, “3 And He said to me: 'Son of man, I am sending you to the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled against Me; they and their fathers have transgressed against Me to this very day. 4 For they are impudent and stubborn children. I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God.’ 5 As for them, whether they hear or whether they refuse—for they are a rebellious house—yet they will know that a prophet has been among them.”

The prophets often prophesied to a people who were rebellious and hard of hearing. The prophets were often ignored or mocked. Nothing has changed today. 2 Timothy 4 warns us of how people will turn away from the truth, and this has happened in churches as well. We are living in the perilous days of 2 Timothy 3. Still today, so many in the church ignore God by ignoring the true prophetic words being spoken. This is not wise, but foolishness. For it is foolishness to ignore God’s spoken word, just as it is unwise to ignore the written Word. It is unwise not to learn from the lessons of the past, for in such knowledge we grow spiritually. Hosea 4:6 reminds us that God’s people were destroyed for lack of knowledge because they rejected knowledge. Shall we also reject the knowledge we find among the prophets?

In the same chapter, we read what God says to Ezekiel, “6 And you, son of man, do not be afraid of them nor be afraid of their words, though briers and thorns are with you and you dwell among scorpions; do not be afraid of their words or dismayed by their looks, though they are a rebellious house. 7 You shall speak My words to them, whether they hear or whether they refuse, for they are rebellious. 8 But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Do not be rebellious like that rebellious house; open your mouth and eat what I give you.” As disciples of God, we must be courageous in our pursuit of truth. Great deception is on the earth and in the churches, but God calls for a remnant that will rise to speak God’s truth boldly, fiercely and with great conviction as led by the Spirit of God.

The prophets taught us about being relentless (unceasingly intense) in staying true to their mandate. Generally, we find the prophets did not back down. They held their course in faith like the Apostle Paul did. They feared God above all and sought to remain faithful unto His Word. Jeremiah and Ezekiel did suffer from self-doubt and depression, but we are human. Still today, the church is called to be bold and fierce in delivering God’s word, fearing no man, and remaining faithful to God, His Kingdom and His Word.

The prophets showed that they shall not be bullied. Still today, we as disciples of God are not called to be bullied by the devil or the world! A Spirit-filled church of sons and daughters walking in their authority, shifting atmospheres, setting the captives free and intimidating evil by their very presence is the most dangerous church on Earth. It is not by our intellect, our might or our power, but by His Spirit. We are called to be dangerous by releasing His glory through our lives as we walk as glory carriers. This was the example set by Jesus, the early apostles, and yes, the prophets. Jesus said there would be a people that would do more than He did. It is our turn. So be dangerous. Where glory manifests the work is easy and sinners fall on their faces before God. 

Ultimately, the battle is the Lord and when we are consumed, overcome and surrendered to God as lovers of His Truth and Light we as a dangerous church shall overcome darkness. Our position in Jesus changes the condition. The church was at its most dangerous when the disciples came out of the Upper Room, filled by the Spirit of God. They were radical, unashamed, fearless, bold and daring. They had left their old ways behind in the Upper Room. They were ready to be new wineskins filled with the new wine! They were ready to fulfil the Great Commissions and ready to fulfil Acts 1:8. Right now, the earth is waiting for the dangerous sons and daughters of God to arise like the mighty men of David.

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, have we become like King Saul, who allowed himself to be bullied and to be left spiritually paralysed by a Philistine (Goliath), or are we like David, who stood his ground because he knew he served the Great I Am? Do we forget we are dangerous? Have we forgotten we are the adopted sons and daughters of the living God? Or are we like Saul, who allows this world to mock God, even though the Word says God shall not be mocked (Galatians 6:7). Or are we standing with God, and His Truth, and laughing at those who think they can mock God and His servants? We are supposed to be a danger to all things unholy, impure, or that is out of God’s order. We need to speak up, speak out and stand our ground!

The prophets remained true to their identity. They did not flinch in the wake of danger, hardship, trials or tribulations. Nebuchadnezzar learned the hard way what happens when you mock God. So did those living in Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Pharaoh of Egypt. Why have we become such fearful people as servants of God in this world? Why have we allowed ourselves to be bullied, to be tormented, and why have we allowed this world to dictate our course of action? Is it because of fear? Have we forgotten who the God in whom we serve? Why do we allow this world to mock our faith and the everlasting glory of God?

Yet God is calling for a radical Church. A people on fire for God who will not relent in pursuing the truth of God, no matter what. A people who are not afraid, and who refuse to yield even when the enemy surrounds us. We are a people that are supposed to be filled by the Spirit of God and always consumed by His mighty presence. So fear not! As a church, we are not called to walk in fear, for we have not been given a spirit of fear but of a sound mind, of love and power! Yet it seems we have become a people of God full of fear like Saul, who has allowed the world and even the devil to call the shots! We have become spiritually paralyzed, unlike David who was so full of faith and boldness that he reminded Goliath of who God is. Maybe we need to remind ourselves now and then who we serve.

How we need boldness again in the church! Real boldness. Real faith. Real courage is shown by the prophets. For then we become dangerous – dangerous to the devil and the wickedness of this world. We become dangerous to deceptions and the spiritual darkness, for the light of God drives away all that is unholy and impure! How we need a true conviction of God Almighty abiding in us. For then we shall not fear or dread what the world dreads or fears. We will not be pushed back by Goliath. We shall allow God to dictate our path, our course of action, our behaviour and the words we speak. We need to stop fearing the world and start fearing God and trusting in Him who shook Egypt and every other demonic power. For the gates of hell shall not prevail against the church!

May we learn from the prophets and take action (take note, Ezekiel will feature in a separate study). May we be a people who have not fallen into the trap of Isaiah 6, which says, “9 And He said, “Go, and tell this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 10 “Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and return and be healed.” May our ears and eyes be opened to God so that we may hear Him, discern and be found to be a faithful servant!

Yes, let us seek the Lord, meaning seeking His Kingdom and righteousness above all else, and may we turn from our rebellious ways. May we, with zeal and diligence, turn to God as our true love, so that we may be betrothed unto Him until we partake of the heavenly feast for all eternity! May we be relentless in our pursuit of God, His truth, ways and will. May we be bold in our calling, remaining faithful with courage and may we continue to shine His light in a world hell-bent on destruction.

May we be wise and learn from the servants of God who walked by faith, hope, courage and their unwavering trust in a mighty God.
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Jesus is the greatest prophet who ever lived, simply because His entire life and ministry testify to God’s masterplan of redemption and restoration. Colossians 2 declares, “9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.”

We, as His disciples, according to the Great Commission of Matthew 28, are tasked to testify of Christ to the entire world. For He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and end of everything.  Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, for it we declare His truth, fulfilled in His every prophetic action and word during His ministry, that we declare His goodness, divinity, majesty, greatness and kingship.

Revelation 19 says, “10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” The phrase “the testimony of Jesus” is mentioned four times in the book of Revelation. Revelation 1:2 refers back to the first verse, which says that God gave Jesus Christ this special message, and Christ, in turn, sent it to John by an angel. In other words, what we now have as the book of Revelation is “the testimony of Jesus.” The ninth verse of the first chapter uses the phrase in the same way.

Revelation 12:17 says that the true Church has this testimony and keeps the commandments of God, meaning the same as Christ said in John 15:14, “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.” The Church, therefore, lives by Christ’s instructions. The commandments of God and Christ’s instructions are one and the same. The last reference is in Revelation 19:10, where the angel quickly restrains John from worshipping him. Instead, the angel said, “Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”

We thus see that the testimony of Jesus is the words of Christ in general and the revelation of this book in particular. The word ‘prophesy’ may refer to the declaration of wisdom, a truth, or even inspired preaching. In other words, the angel was saying that John should focus on preaching the word Jesus told gave unto him, thus the same command God gave to His disciples in Matthew 28 (the Great Commission).

Therefore, if we continue to preach and teach and proclaim the full Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ – He who was the mystery who became known to all mankind – we are engaging in the spirit of prophecy for we are declaring the truth of the Kingdom, of our Lord and the reality of the things that were and the things that will be and the things that are now. Therefore, when any believer engages in speaking the truth of Jesus and the truth of the Gospel, as instructed in the Great Commission, we are abiding and upholding the spirit of prophecy, for we are declaring the unveiled mystery of our Lord and the truth of John 3:16.

This  reminds believers of the importance of preaching the truth of the Gospel, and only such a truth for any other truth DOES NOT ABIDE IN THE SPIRIT OF PROPHESY. Again, we can only abide in such prophecy if we declare the truth of our Lord and no other distortion of the truth. For this reason, Paul warns in "Galatians 1: 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed."

We are also reminded of the Lord’s Word in “Revelation 22: 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.” Even though much of what is written in Revelation was a prophecy of things to come hundreds of years ago, and while some in our time still need to be fulfilled, the entire Book speaks of the Gospel and the Truth of Jesus, who is the beginning and the end – the Alpha and Omega. So speaking of the past, the present and the future when dealing with Jesus and the Kingdom, is preaching the Gospel as taught by Jesus and made clear unto us by the Spirit.

This is therefore the “testimony of Jesus”, which is the spirit of prophecy. We read in “Revelation 12: 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.” This is talking about those who stand opposed to the ways of the devil, including all believers. We are overcome by the testimony of Jesus, whose Blood has redeemed us. After all, we as believers are called to deny ourselves and to take up the cross, therefore not loving our lives to the death, for this is the mark of a true believer and someone who walks in the spirit of prophecy.

Everything is about Jesus. All prophecies points to Him. He is the prophetic fulfilment of all prophecies, those fulfilled and those yet to be fulfilled! This is because He is the Alpha and the Omega, or in other words, the Aleph-Tav. Isaiah 44 says, “6 Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God,” and also “Revelation 22:13: I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.”

In the Greek language, Alpha/Alfa is the first letter, and Omega is the last letter (as referenced in many translations). So the equivalent of the Greek Alpha and Omega in Hebrew is Aleph and Tav (Aleph is the first letter and tav is the last letter). The Hebrew letters “Aleph” and “Tav” appear throughout the Old Testament Scriptures and were not translated or readable. However, if we go back to ancient Hebrew pictograms, something significant can be derived just from the two letters themselves.

The word Tav, when we deal with Hebrew pictograms, means “mark” or “seal” or “sign”. In the earliest Hebrew script, the letter Tav was the shape of a cross, much like our English letter “t”. Over time, the shapes of the letters have changed, just as they have in other languages, and that’s why we miss so much of their definitions. So the cross was always present and evident from the beginning! If we thus look at Aleph-Tav, we see how God (Jesus who became man) came to be a bridge between heaven and earth. That bridge came in the shape of a cross, or “tav”. Jesus’ death on a cross was foreshadowed in the letters of the Hebrew alphabet! He is the Alpha and Omega, the Aleph and Tav.

The first letter “Aleph” is a picture of an ox, which means strength or leader. This is why Jesus came as God Himself to show us the way, as He is the Truth, the Way and the Life. Based on the meaning of Aleph, the Aleph-Tav is also known as the Strength of the Covenant. In Christ, we enjoy a Covenant that no demon or force in this world can destroy! And so we read in “Romans 8: 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”

Now, let us consider the Aleph-Tav in the Hebrew word for "sin", which is חטאה (hhatah, Strong's #2403). It literally means "miss the mark" and is also used in connection with the sin offering, which is one of the 10 sacrifices to be found in the Old Testament. We find the word for example in “Exodus 32:30: Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. So now I will go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin (hhatah).”

Part of the word hhatah contains the Aleph-Tav letters. The other two letters are Chet (het), which means border/fence, and Tet, which is depicted as a snake. Thus, we can see how the Aleph-Tav (Jesus Himself) has, through the sacrifice on the cross, purified, cleansed and made us guiltless when it comes to sin. And sin was introduced in the earth through the presence of the serpent. Jesus has separated us from sin, thus putting a fence or a border in place. For it says in “Isaiah 53: 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Psalm 103:12 says: “12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”

Indeed, the serpent managed through his seductions to separate Adam and Eve from the Garden of Paradise, but in God, we are restored unto the Presence of God. Now we are no longer separated from God but separated from the dark. It says in “Colossians 1:13: For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves.”

In Genesis 3:15, we read of what the Lord said to the devil: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.” According to this verse, there will be enmity between the individual woman (Eve) and the serpent who deceived her. The word enmity indicates a blood feud. There will also be enmity between his seed and her seed. Many do believe that the seed of the woman is ultimately Jesus Christ, who came to redeem humanity. So right from the start at the fall of sin, the Lord offers humanity the ultimate rescue plan! This is also the first promise of a Redeemer and the beginning of a long line of prophecies concerning the coming Messiah. The Promised One would be from the woman's seed is also an indication of the eventual virgin birth of Christ.

We also see in Genesis 3 that the seed of the serpent would bruise the heel of the seed of the woman. On the cross, Satan bruised the heel of Christ, causing His death. Bruising suggests something that was not ultimate or final. Christ died on our behalf, being made sin for us (2 Corinthians 5:21). He bore our judgment upon Calvary's cross and, in doing so, bruised His heel. Though wounded, the damage done to Jesus was not final, for He came back from the dead three days later. Yet because of His death and resurrection, disarming the powers and principalities of darkness on the cross (Colossians 2:15), Jesus has bruised the heel of the devil, and the devil’s final demise is spelt out in Revelation.

Take note, the devil is still active in this world and thus is only bruised. Yet he has already lost the war, even though he is fighting a battle to claim as many souls as he can. This is why this Scripture also mentions the seed of the serpent, which cannot mean the physical descendants of the serpent but rather those who are his spiritual offspring. It says of such an offspring in “John 8: 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”

Yes, Jesus is the fence between us and sin! He has separated us from sin and from the serpent. This is why we are encouraged to submit to God and to resist the devil and he will flee from us (James 4:7). God has done the work of separation from sin and the work of restoration unto the Lord on the cross. And this great plan of restoration was openly declared and pronounced at the fall of sin. God is always in control! We are, however, not called to overstep the line again, for then we shall miss the mark. If we deliberately sin, it is like climbing over the fence to play in the devil’s garden, instead of enjoying the Lord’s pasture. Paul wrote in “Galatians 5: 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”

It is also interesting that the sin offering in this regard always took place outside the camp, just as Jesus was crucified outside of Jerusalem as our sin offering! Of the Aleph-Tav we read in “Hebrews 8: 1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.” Yes, Jesus is the last High Priest, and by His atoning sacrifice on the cross, we have been redeemed from death, and we pass over to the Kingdom of life and light! Jesus’ atonement is thus the fulfilment of what was spoken at the beginning of man’s fall into sin!

Let it be stressed the word “Tav” is not only depicted as a cross, but it also speaks of a mark. For while we may miss the mark when it comes to sin, we are victorious when we are marked by Christ as His children in order to overcome this world. 1 John 5 says: “4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”

It says in Ephesians 1:13: “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.” A seal is an identifying mark often placed on a letter, contract, or other document. It showed that what was in the letter came from the person whose seal was on the outside. In the ancient world, cattle and even slaves were branded with a seal to show to whom they belonged. This mark would deter people from stealing them because they had the seal upon them.

In the Old Testament, God set a sign on his chosen ones to mark them out or set them apart as his possession and to keep them from destruction (Ezekiel 9:4–6). We read in Revelation 7:3 that God places a seal on his people to identify them and protect them from wrath. We also see that the guards put a large stone over the tomb of Jesus to seal it (Matthew 27:66) and of John being told to seal up the words of the prophecy (Revelation 22:10). We also read of God authenticating the relationship with his seal (John 6:27). This is similar to the concept of Abraham’s circumcision serving as a sign and a seal of his righteousness (Romans 4:11). If we put this together, we see that in the Scriptures a seal communicates ownership, protection, and a validation of the relationship.

It also makes it clear we are sealed by the Holy Spirit, therefore protected by the indwelling presence of God so that we can overcome and endure to the end. In the story of the Ark, it says that God shut Noah in, meaning that God sealed Noah and his family from destruction. God, and not the Ark, protected Noah and his family. Just so the Spirit seals us from the destruction of the world, and we are protected and insulated by the mark of the cross (Tav). 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 says, “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.” Psalm 91 becomes a reality for those who truly serve and follow the Lord as the Alpha and the Omega, and who have, therefore, made Jesus the first and last of their lives. If Jesus is truly our Aleph-Tav, we shall overcome and be victorious, for it is written that if we remain on the Rock of Jesus, then even the gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church (thus the believers).

Jesus said in John 3 about the importance of being reborn and to be led by the Spirit of God: “3 Jesus answered and said to him, 'Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.' 4 Nicodemus said to Him, 'How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” So yes, by the baptism in water and by the baptism in the Spirit we are sealed and the Covenant is our source of life, hope, blessings, deliverance and restoration! And this Covenant was made alive and effective by the Cross (Tav) where the Aleph-Tav was crucified, only to be resurrected to defeat death itself. 

We have thus been marked by the Blood, yet a sign of our commitment to God is to follow Christ in spirit and truth. And so it says in “Ephesians 4:30: And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” By giving us the Holy Spirit (as promised in John 16), God seals or stamps us as His own at our conversion. We are now His possession! And our relationship with him is authentic. And by the baptism of the Spirit, the Holy Spirit continues to testify, authenticating the reality of this relationship by making us more and more like Jesus. In Christ, we are victorious. It says in “Romans 8: 6 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” All of this is only possible because of the sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection. Yes, the Lord died to bruise the devil, but He lives again for us to overcome the world and the devil and death for all eternity! 

As mentioned, the idea of the mark is found even in the Old Testament, and not just in Exodus during the Passover. In Ezekiel 9:4, God put a mark (Tav) on the foreheads of the people who opposed the worship of idols. The death angel was told, “Do not come near anyone who has the mark.” This same idea is in Revelation 22:4, “They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.” To be marked is the evidence of one’s allegiance to the Cross on which the Lord died, and it is our triumphant shout that the tomb is empty.

So if we consider the importance of ‘Aleph’ and ‘Tav’, we see that our salvation begins and ends when we come to the cross and we are marked by the Blood as God’s adopted sons and daughters. We overcome when we yield to Jesus, who is the head (ox – Aleph) of the Church! Again, such a mark, which became a reality because of the cross (Tav), speaks of God’s protection over our lives, and it speaks of ownership. If we serve God as our Aleph-Tav, then He truly becomes our source from the beginning to the end (which is everlasting and continuous) of our hope, of our redemption and our restoration. Thus it says in “Hebrews 12:2: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Just as we are thus marked by the Blood and sealed by the Spirit, the devil also marks those who serve him. We read in “Revelation 13:16: He causes all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hand or on their foreheads,” and also “Revelation 16:2: So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.” These are the seed, thus offspring, of the devil, as we read in Genesis 3.

Yet for those who are faithful and true to the Covenant, who carry the mark of the Cross by the Blood of the slain Lamb, they shall remain protected and be victorious. We read in “Revelation 7: 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads,” and also “Revelation 20:4: And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”

Let us continue to dig deeper into this incredible truth of the Aleph-Tav. When Aleph-Tav is seen together in one word in Hebrew scripture, it is, therefore, as a verification signature or seal of the Author. It appears in significant places in the Bible, but because it is not translatable, it is overlooked in our English translations. But the combination of Aleph-Tav is all over the Old Testament.

You see, one of the words that is used very frequently in Hebrew sentences is אֶת (et), a word that has no equivalent in English. It's a preposition used to introduce a direct object ... אֶת is also used when the direct object is a proper noun. This word ‘et’ comprises the Aleph and Tav letters. He is everything and all. Everything exists because of God. The combination of the two letters is even found in the very first verse of the Bible, Genesis 1:1. Thus, the message of Jesus’ coming to earth and His death on the cross is embedded in the dawn of creation. The word “et” is found just before the word “the heavens”. Yes, our Creator of all is the Alpha and the Omega, thus the Aleph-Tav it is so embedded in the very first verse of the Bible.

One scholar of the Hebrew language also pointed out that the word “et” does not just appear randomly, but in very strategic places where it deals with the covenant or with the blessing relating to people or even possessions. You see, we serve a Covenant God, clearly seen in the covenants with Abraham, Noah, Moses and so on, all leading to the final, all-encompassing covenant made by Jesus.  The word “et” also points to the fact that the Lord as the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) has always been present throughout the history of mankind and throughout the entire Bible. Jesus’s presence and His fingerprint as the Aleph-Tav is thus clearly evident in mankind’s narrative from the beginning and the redemption sealed on the cross.

Thus we read in John 1:1–5 where it says of Jesus: “1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” And also “verse 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” Yes, He is the Word and as the Aleph-Tav such a word was embedded in Genesis 1:1. Our hope begins with God, who is the One who has been ordained to save us from sin and darkness.

We also read of the significance of Jesus being at the beginning in “1 John 1: 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life— 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 and these things we write to you that [a]your joy may be full.”

The above Scripture just confirms the importance of realising that God as the Trinity is the Beginning and the End, and God is the First and the Last. It also confirms the importance of realising that Jesus was never absent, only to appear in the New Covenant. No, He was also present, for He is the Aleph-Tav. Thus it says in “Revelation 13:8: All who dwell on the earth will worship him, whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” From the foundation of the world, God’s plan of redemption, of relationship and of Covenant was set in motion and sealed by the Blood for all time.

The Alpha and the Omega implies God is the source of all life, and even the cross (Tav) was ordained and settled in the Kingdom even before man walked on earth. There was always a plan of salvation and redemption of mankind, and there was always a plan to restore what was lost in the Garden by the fall into sin. Thus we read in “Revelation 22: 1 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.”

Nothing has ever been beyond God. He remains in control. All is upheld by His hand. Thus we also read in “Hebrews 1: 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they.”

Yes, Jesus upholds all things by the word of His power! Thus we read in “Matthew 4: But He answered and said, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Why? Because by His Word all things are upheld! He is the Word from the BEGINNING, and God will be present for all eternity when the age of man draws to a close. We read this reality in Revelation 21 of the New Jerusalem,  “22 But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the [m]glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.”

On the cross, Jesus declared it is finished. He is the Aleph-Tav. He was already slain from the foundations of the world, and what was settled by God’s Sovereign Will was only manifested thousands of years later at Golgotha.  The Covenant has been sealed. And those who yield to God will be marked for eternal life and redemption. His word on the cross echoes what He said in “Revelation 21: 6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” What was uttered on the cross and in Revelation 21 was the original plan of the Word that was in the beginning, and by such Word we are redeemed and restored.

Now, let us consider “Exodus 12:13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” Exodus 12 deals with the Passover, when the Israelites had to put the blood of a slain lamb on the doorposts to protect them from death that was passing through Egypt.

The word “token” in Hebrew comes from the word 'owth’ (Strong's Number 0226). It is made up of the letters Aleph, Tav and also Vav (in the middle of the word). Now the word Viv is a picture of a tent peg or nail. It is similar to the idea of a wooden tent peg and may have been Y-shaped to prevent the rope from slipping off. The picture of the nail in the word Vav has changed over time and looks more like a modern nail. The meaning of this letter is thus to add or secure. The token in the days of Israel spoke of the Blood, for it was a sign of their redemption. Yet if you consider the letters used when it comes to the atoning sacrifice on the cross, we can clearly see how Jesus, as the Head of the Church (Aleph), died on the cross (Tav) by being nailed to the cross with a peg (Vav) to become our token of redemption and salvation! Glory to God. The peg – the Vav – is also the focal point that secures and upholds the Beginning to the End. Thus, the cross and the nails that drove into the wrists of Jesus secured the New Covenant and ensured all is truly finished and fulfilled as spoken from the beginning (even before the foundation of the world was laid). Do we truly then think God is so small that anything is beyond God?

Just as the Israelites were protected by the token of the blood, our Lord, as the Aleph Tav (the Alpha and the Omega and the author of our faith) has marked us and sealed us to serve and to worship Him. This is why we can say that we are more than conquerors in Christ (Romans 8:37). Indeed, the Holy Spirit is the Christian’s seal. He seals His people with love, grace and mercy. God’s own Spirit comes to indwell or take up residence in the believer. The promised Holy Spirit identifies God’s people as His inheritance. And the experience of the Holy Spirit in a believer’s life is proof to them, and a demonstration to others, of the genuineness of their faith. The Holy Spirit provides the inward assurance that they belong to God as children (Romans 8:15–16; Galatians 4:6). Romans 8:15-16 says: “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.”

Just as incredible is that when you take the first, middle and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet, you would have the letters that make up the word emmet. And this word means truth in Hebrew! Thus, truth is not just one piece of the truth, but the whole thing - the beginning, middle and end. If some part of the truth is left out, then it is not really the truth. This reminds us of “Revelation 22: 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”

The Truth of God is found right from the beginning and runs throughout all eternity. The Truth is not just found in the New Testament. This is because God is still the same today, tomorrow and yesterday (Hebrews 13:8). He is the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. He is the Lord as the Word from the beginning who became flesh to show us the way of Truth. He is the Aleph-Tav of the Truth, for He is the Way of Truth. Truth thus embodies everything from the beginning to the very end of God’s Word. In Hebrew thought, truth consists of all of the Word of Elohim from the first letter in the Hebrew alphabet to the last letter.

The reality of such truth is expressed in Jesus’ words when He said in “Matthew 5: 17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfil. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one [c]tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”

In John 18:38, Pilate asked Jesus the question what is the truth. Truth is not something, but the ‘who’. Jesus is the Truth, and this Truth has been established from the beginning of creation until all is said and done. When we deal with ‘emet’, it speaks of the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Today, truth has been varnished, for sure, and facts have become matters of opinion. Jesus as the Aleph-Tav is the Truth. If we follow Him as the Word, we follow the Truth. Indeed, we see this idea of everything coming full circle throughout the Bible, and Scriptures such as Galatians 4:4-6 underline this truth: “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”

We also read in “Ephesians 2: 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being fitted together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.” Jesus is our rock, but the spiritual house of the New Covenant is also built on the foundations of the prophets of the past and the apostles. Here again, the Old and the New are connected, for there should
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