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      Welcome to the September issue of Horror Monthly (No more “Horror Bulletin”). This issue covers our reviews and updates from the past month.

      

      It’s our biggest issue yet!

      NEWS AND UPDATES

      We changed our format about halfway through July, so that wasn’t fully realized yet in the previous issue. We’ve completed all of August under our new format, and now you can see more of what we had planned—lots more stuff!

      We hit the 2024 films hard this month, but we also had some older films. We caught up on all the movies based on Clive Barker stories, at least the ones we didn’t already cover in previous issues. Mostly, though, we focused on getting caught up with some newish movies.

      We have also added a new section, “Monthly Exclusives.” These films aren’t in our regular, free newsletter; they are exclusives for our paid subscribers at horrorweekly.com and, of course, you guys!

      HIGHLIGHTS AND LOWLIGHTS

      Here’s what we each thought stood out this month:

      Brian liked “Humanist Vampire,” “Longlegs,” and “Tuesday.” “Lore” was a fun anthology, and “You’ll Never Find Me” was an interesting low-budget thriller. “Humane” wasn’t great, but he found himself thinking about it for days afterward, so it had some good ideas in it.

      He thought “MaXXXine” was more than a little dull and overlong; there was no one to root for, and the main character was just kinda nasty.  “In a Violent Nature” really tried hard to do something unique, and it succeeded in that but still managed not to be very good.

      “Tarot,” on the other hand, was well made, looked good, and checked all the checkboxes that a movie needs, but it was still utterly dreck.

      Of the short films, he thought “Baby Fever” and “Shiny New World” were the standouts. He also liked “The Door” and “The Jogger,” which were suitably creepy. “The Coldest Caller” and “Death Snot” were just funny.

      For the “Exclusives” this month, Brian liked the whole series of “The Prophecy,” feeling that it started strong with the first film, and then each one got successively worse, although none of them were actually bad. He does recommend the series if you think the subject interests you.
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        * * *

      

      Kevin’s three favorites of the month were the older films from Clive Barker, “Lord of Illusions” and “The Midnight Meat Train,” (which were already personal favorites), and the new movie “Longlegs.” He was pleasantly surprised by “A Quiet Place: Day One” and “Humanist Vampire Seeking Consenting Suicidal Person.” The anthology “Lore” was impressive for how consistently good it was throughout all the stories. His biggest disappointments of the month were “In A Violent Nature” and “MaXXXine,” which were okay but letdowns.

      His favorites among the short films were “The Sound,” which really clicked with him (heh), and “Shiny New World” and “The Coldest Caller,” which were very funny.

      The “Exclusive” viewing of all five of “The Prophesy” movies was fun. He’d seen only the first two, and collecting the whole set was nice. The first was the best, and as they were going downhill slightly in quality, he dreaded the 4th one, which doesn’t have Christopher Walken. He was pleased that the 4th one was quite entertaining. The 5th one is short and not so good. It would have been better, he thought, to have just merged the good parts into the fourth film for one longer movie.

      Now, let’s take a more detailed look at all these and many others…
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            2024 ATTACK OF THE METH GATOR

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          	
        AKA “Meth Gator”
      

      	
        Directed by Christopher Ray
      

      	
        Written by Lauren Pritchard, Joe Roche
      

      	
        Stars LaRonn Marzett, Ray Acevedo, Vanesa Tamayo
      

      	
        Run Time: 1 Hour, 29 Minutes
      

      	
        Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yksOQRI7F2k
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      This has more silliness and humor than horror, but the elements are there. It’s got a big monster and a decent body count. The gator and a lot of the effects are CGI, but they work well enough. Turn your mind off to logic and science for this one, and you’ll have a good time.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      We open on shots of alligators in the swamp. We cut to drug dealers, Shane and Trig, frantically packing up their stuff as the cops close in. Sheriff Williams botches the bust, and the dealers run for the swamp. With some packs of meth that fall into the water. Shane steps into the swamp as Williams closes in on him. The gator gets him first. He also gets the deputy. Credits roll.

      The mayor pays off some gator-hunters to take care of this extra-big gator, but he wants the whole thing done quietly. Sheriff Williams’s son, Dante, now works for the DEA in Tampa, and he comes up for the gator as well. That gator ate a whole duffel bag full of meth. It didn’t die from it, it seemed to get stronger. Dante says the gator might be suffering from psychosis, and it may be looking for a meth lab.

      Williams calls Bithlo, who owns a gator farm, and he has found the monster with his drone, but it’s way too big for him to handle, and he knows it after it eats his drone. The mayor’s gator hunters stalk the big guy, but they don’t know when to quit, and it gets them.

      Dante goes to see the mayor, who’s throwing a party, and Anna, Dante’s ex, is there as well, which is awkward. Grady, an old friend, is much more enthusiastic about Dante’s return.

      Meanwhile, at the meth dealer's place, the men fill up more duffel bags with powder. They’re moving this load out via kayak, and the gator is not far away. It kills them and their girlfriends, chasing one guy up the side of a cell tower, which tips over under the weight. Without that tower, all communication for the island is down.

      This gator’s going to have meth-mouth, since Bithlo found a huge tooth. Grady and Anna want to assist in the hunt as deputies. Bithlo too. The mayor says Dante has no jurisdiction here and won’t cancel the Memorial Day celebration. Suddenly, there’s an explosion and they all rush to see what that was.

      Trig has checked into Grady’s inn, and the gator breaks right through the wall to get his meth. It swallows him whole. If it keeps eating meth, its teeth and armor will grow, and it’ll be invincible!

      Bithlo takes Dante to a bonfire party, and enlists him in a $5000 bet that he can beat Buck, a hillbilly giant, in a slap fight. After a few rounds, Dante wins. Dante wants the location of the main meth lab, and Tucker, the guy who runs the game, agrees to take them.

      In order to get to the meth lab, they have to zip-line over the swamp. No, it’s a trick. Tucker stops them part way there and pulls a gun on the other two men, but just then, the gator leaps up and eats him. Meanwhile, the mayor gets drunk and goes hunting as well. The gator eats him and Sheriff Williams and Anna arrive to start blasting, which does nothing.

      The good guys develop a plan to kill the meth gator. Grady has an RPG, and that might do the trick. They all head out to the island, which is very remote. They find the underground meth superlab; it’s huge and just full of meth. They find the people who worked there, all dead because the ventilation malfunctioned.

      The alligator arrives and there’s lots of shooting. Dante shoots the rocket launcher into the gator, indoors, and it explodes. When the dust settles, the gator is just laying there with no signs of life.

      Sheriff Williams and Anna congratulate Dante and the town’s parade commences.

      Bithlo wants to go back to the lab and skin the gator. When he touches it, the gator collapses; that was just its skin, which it has shed. It’s downtown now, and it’s far larger. It eats the sheriff and smashes a firetruck with its tail.

      Bithlo reminds the others about the fireworks barge; there’s lots of explosives there. Dante takes some meth out to the barge as bait. When the gator attacks, Anna shoots the barge with the RPG and everything explodes.

      Anna and Dante kiss. Happy ending, at least for them.

      BRIAN’S COMMENTARY

      Supposedly, this was in the works before “Cocaine Bear” came out, but it’s very nearly the exact same plot. It’s got humor, but it’s nowhere near as funny as the bear. This little island has a mayor who won’t shut down the big festival because they need the tourist money? That’s a new one! Oh, and Grady’s bar looks like someone’s living room.

      The scene of the gator climbing the cell tower is worth the price of admission alone. Also, just because it’s on meth doesn't make it bulletproof; it’s shot at a thousands times here but never slows down.

      The acting is fine for this kind of movie. It’s well shot and looks good. The gator is mostly CGI, but it’s not terrible.

      KEVIN’S COMMENTARY

      Oh, the bad science. It’s a goofy movie, but it was pretty fun. I turned my brain off and enjoyed it.
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        Directed by Michael Day
      

      	
        Written by April Wolfe
      

      	
        Stars Francesca Eastwood, Milo Gibson, Olivia Culpo
      

      	
        Run Time: 1 Hour, 27 Minutes
      

      	
        Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EcOixlQnEY
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      Right from the beginning, it feels like more is going on than we see, and it’s fun seeing how things move along as we find out. In general, it’s a fun movie, with lots of humor that gets crazier as it goes along. It’s very funny and very dark. Two kids of very famous actors prove they can come through on their own merits, the cast and everything else is very good. We liked it.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      Janet looks at herself in a mirror as she puts on makeup. We then get establishing shots around her house as she cleans and does housework. A man comes to the door and says he has a work order to update the bathroom, but she doesn’t know anything about it; her husband ordered it. Leo offers to call her husband to straighten out the misunderstanding, but he only gets a voicemail. He’s pushy, but she doesn’t demand that he leave. She lets him in, and the credits roll.

      Leo gets to work, and Janet soon finds him walking around the bedroom with his shirt off, as is his assistant Sammy. He puts on his shirt and helps her cook lunch. He keeps commenting on her house, her money, her absent husband, and everything else that’s inappropriate and personal. She imagines knocking him out but doesn’t do it.

      Janet’s friend Tasha comes over with her kid, Darren, in tow. Tasha’s a lawyer, and she knows creepy stuff about her murderer clientele. Janet doesn’t know where her husband, Evan, went. He left this morning and didn’t go to work; his car is in the garage.

      Leo takes Evan’s violin out of the closet and starts playing. She demands that he leave, but he refuses. When she threatens to call the police, he laughs. Leo and Sammy take a break for lunch. She fantasizes about killing him again, twice. Evan still isn’t answering his phone, and she starts to get annoyed.

      Janet walks young Darren home, and the two handymen make themselves at home while she’s gone. Tasha talks about how bad Evan was toward his previous wife as she polishes her throwing knives.

      Janet goes home and loses her patience with Leo, who’s still stalling. Once again, she pictures herself killing him. He says they’ll be back at 10 a.m.

      That night, she fantasizes about him breaking in and her killing him. When she wakes up in the morning, the two men have returned and are eating breakfast. Janet checks her bank account, and there’s nothing there about a deposit for the bathroom upgrade. He’s aggressive and “gaslighty.” Leo explains that Evan gave him a ton of money to “launder” and that he gave him some fake invoices.

      Leo makes it clear that he’s in control and he wants some money. He leaves for another night, and she goes to bed. Leo sneaks in through a window in the garage. He finds Evan, Janet’s husband, tied up in the garage; he complains that he’s been there for days. There has been a bit of a miscommunication about Leo actually doing the work versus just money laundering. The people that Evan works for are very “connected,” and Evan says he doesn’t have any money for Leo to take.

      Leo doesn’t release him. Evan calls for Janet who hits Leo over the head for real this time. The much-larger Leo easily overpowers Janet for a while, but it soon becomes cat-and-mouse. She wins.

      In the morning, Janet has Leo’s truck towed away. She calls Tasha to come over, as a lawyer this time. She shows Tasha what she’s done; there are now two men tied up in the garage. Janet gives Tasha $100,000 in cash from her safe as a retainer to be her attorney.

      Sammy comes by, looking for Leo. He admits that he’s an ex-con with no phone or GPS. Tasha perks right up at hearing that. He hears voices from the garage and comes inside, just in time to find Tasha and Janet talking about cutting up bodies. Tasha takes out her frustrations on the strange little man.

      They have a surprisingly good time dismembering him. Then they order lunch to be delivered. It’s time to kill Evan, but first, Janet reads him a letter that she wrote. He says she just got old and she has terrible taste, so she has no problem stabbing him.

      The two men break loose and Leo uses Evan as a human shield, which slows Janet down for less than half a second. Tasha goes to work on Leo with an electric saw. Leo hits the garage door opener and makes a run for it. The two girls run him down with the car not far from the delivery driver, but he misses the actual impact. The driver doesn’t ask any questions when they grab the food in blood-covered raincoats.

      Tasha goes inside with the food while Janet crawls on the floor and cuddles dead-Evan. She smiles at the camera.

      BRIAN’S COMMENTARY

      Francesca Eastwood is Clint’s daughter, and Milo Gibson is Mel’s son.

      The gaslighting just goes on for far too long to be believable. Anyone with any sense would have called the police, had them trespassed, and just eaten the lost deposit. We figured there had to be some reason she didn’t do that, something like she’d killed her husband earlier. We were– close.

      It’s got some funny bits, definitely a dark comedy, but it’s not a joke-a-minute until the last half hour or so, then it gets pretty crazy. The acting is good all around, and it all looks good.

      Very nice!

      KEVIN’S COMMENTARY

      I thought this was a lot of fun, one that started good and kept getting better as it went along. Everything about it from the cast to the effects was well put together. It’s a good one for sure.
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        Directed by Jason Krawczyk
      

      	
        Written by Jason Krawczyk
      

      	
        Stars Michael Jai White, Jackie Richardson, Billy Zane
      

      	
        Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5m0q3khyGZ8
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      SPOILER-FREE JUDGMENT ZONE

      This was awesome fun. There’s always a hint of a horror element to home invasion and being cut off without the ability to call for help, but this one is more humor and action than anything else. We really enjoyed it.

      SPOILERY SYNOPSIS

      JT delivers food to an old man with a goose that hates him; the goose, not the old man. We get flashes of how hard his job can be sometimes; it’s a sort of Meals on Wheels organization, and he’s not very good at it. His coworker Trent asks if he’s talked to his grandma about a nursing home; she lives two hours away, and he visits every day.

      Credits roll as JT makes the long drive to Grandma’s house, listening to awful audio books. Grandma’s dog hates JT, just like the goose. The bossy old lady has JT carry a bear’s head and hide upstairs. They’re having chicken corn chowder for dinner, but there’s no chicken– or corn. Grandma’s house is full of taxidermied animals, work done by the now passed on grandpa.

      Grandma’s sink upstairs is broken, and JT gets to work on fixing it; it’s either that or read erotic novels to Grandma. While he’s upstairs working, several men wearing pig masks and carrying knives break in the window. As one of the men approaches Grandma, JT beats him silly. The other man tries to stab JT, but stabs her accomplice accidentally. When the stabbed man starts to cry and scream, JT orders him to shut up before Grandma finds out. He literally throws them out the window onto the porch as the guard dog sleeps in the corner.

      Ted, Carl, and Kim argue about the useless masks; they couldn’t see anything during the fight, and Kim stabbed Ted in the back since she couldn’t tell who was who. They weren’t expecting JT to be there. Kim things JT is probably a Satanist; they all come out here for orgies and sacrifices and stuff.

      Indoors, Grandma continues reading her pornography. JT hunts around and finds a gun and some ammo. He takes Grandma’s hearing aid so she can’t tell what’s really going on. JT goes outside to find that the three bandits have turned into seven. Stan is the leader, and he’s not especially smart either.

      Every time JT gets the drop on the bad guys, Grandma interrupts wanting something; now it’s dinner time. They sit at the table, and he talks about a nursing home. She lays on the granny guilt about being an inconvenience to him. Carl offers to ransack the house and JT and Grandma can just sit on the porch. They want something in the house. Carl makes it inside and meets Rufus the guard dog, who finally decides not to like him either. There is much screaming, and eventually JT comes back inside.

      Inside, JT and Rufus debate over their

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      BRIAN’S COMMENTARY

      
      
      KEVIN’S COMMENTARY
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