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My name is Noi, and I worked as a "special massage" girl, a "hostess club" girl, and yes, as a "Soi Cowboy" girl. I did have sex for money, although most of that my sex-industry life consisted of more gray-area transactions, not direct sex for money. You know that Thai culture has a lot of gray areas, right? Consider the entire sex industry in Thailand. If you read the Thai law code, prostitution is strictly illegal, and anyone engaging in any form of prostitution is to be hauled off to prison for a long time! And in many other facets of everyday life, we don't quite follow black-and-white what is prescribed in books, including in the way we practice Buddhism. 

That should make it more interesting for you to read this book, because you can't learn about Thailand if you only read the official books. An official law book might tell you one thing, and someone on the street might tell you exactly the opposite thing, and where is the truth? Well the thing closest to the truth is probably something only Thai people usually know, only because we have lived in Thailand and speak the language, but it's not difficult or incomprehensible for foreigners. If you picked up this book, it already means you're brave and curious enough to have asked. So I'm going to answer.

In this book I'm going to tell you the real truth about being a Thai girl, being a bargirl, and even being a hostess and massage girl, which I've done too. I'll also tell you about being a Thai girl moving to America on a fiancée visa, because that's something I also did. I'm going to be honest, because there's no reason for me not to be honest. I'm writing a book and putting it out to an audience that mostly doesn't know me, so I don't mind what you think of me. Your Thai girlfriend or another Thai girl you meet? Well, she cares a lot about what you think of her, so she might not be perfectly honest with you. As you might already know, "honesty" is a pretty loosely defined term in Thailand. It basically means not veering too far away from the truth, while maintaining social harmony and obedience to the social hierarchy. I don't claim to have completely broken away from that Thai thinking. But I am asserting to you here that by writing a book and sending it out, in English, to the big wide world, I feel free to say many things that I or other Thai girls would never say in person.

I've had a lot of things on the tip of my tongue (good English expression, right?) for a long time. I often wanted to tell foreign men I met about the truths of bargirls or just Thai girls in general or our lives, but telling them the truth at that moment would have meant hurting my relationship with them, hurting my income from them, and maybe hurting my friends' and coworkers' incomes with them. Hurting relationships just to tell someone the "absolute truth," would be a very un-Thai thing to do, even for a slightly non-typical Thai girl like me.

I finished high school in Bangkok before I started working in the "love business," and here in the United States, I am now attending college, with a major in English and Creative Writing. That doesn't make me better than the average Bangkok prostitute or ex-prostitute, but it makes me a lot more capable of writing my thoughts into an English-language book, and also, having a little bit of education and living now in America lets me have a little bit of distance from my origins and past work, so I can think about them more objectively.

​Even though I'm now in America and I love it, this book isn't a sob story about how terrible it was to be born in Thailand in modest financial means. My life is good. Even when I was a bargirl, my life wasn't so terrible. Anyway, is anyone's life perfect? I don't think so. I think I'm happier than the average person. So the goal of this book isn't getting pity from you. I not only don't want your pity, but I don't deserve it. Here I am, living in a first-world country, drinking a Starbucks drink, sitting in front of a Macbook, writing a book! That's a pretty good life already.
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This book is called Thai Girl Naked, not just Naked Girl. So it's going to talk specifically about a Thai girl's life and attitude and experience. But what exactly is a Thai girl? What makes us Thai? That's not a question that's only for the philosophers. It's actually a really important question, even now in Thai politics when central Thais are calling the northeastern Thais "not real Thais," and all sides in general are accusing one another of not being Thai enough. Actually those kinds of doubts are seldom voiced in Thai culture. We are usually taught that Thai-ness is a completely clear-cut black-and-white thing, and once a Thai always a Thai, and it's obvious who is Thai, and so on. Going to school in Thailand, one of the things we constantly hear is that "the Thai people are one," and that there's a defining force of Thai unity across regions and social classes and ethnicities and so on. Of course, we're told that the King is the personification of that unity, but (and this becomes more important practically in Thailand as the King becomes old and frail and, like any human being, the King will eventually die), that Thai unity and Thai-ness are greater even than the person of the King, and have defined Thailand since all time and far into the future. 

When I started improving my English and preparing to move to America, and especially once I moved to America, I started reading and researching more about Thai-ness. I wanted to know more about myself as a Thai person, so I could become certain of exactly what made me Thai when I went to a foreign place. As would be the case for any young person trying to discover truth beyond what they learned in elementary school, the truth was a lot more complicated than the fairytale we were taught in school. I read books and websites that questioned a lot of the basic tenets of what I thought being Thai was about. And even before reading those things, I already knew that rich and poor in Thailand have serious conflict, and it's not always "all Thais stand together," although I also knew that in the Thai conception of things, the rich ruling the poor was in fact the form of "standing together." Standing together in formation, strong over weak, like an ancient Thai Buddhist statue. But anyway, this isn't a book about analyzing Thai history, but about Thai girls. So the more important thing for you to learn here is not that Thai history is more complicated than the simple school version, but that what regular Thai girls believe and know about Thai history is a very, very simple version.

My childish ideas of black-and-white Thai-ness were actually first challenged when I was Japanese. Wait, when I was Japanese? Well, like many things you find at night in Thailand, I wasn't exactly the authentic product. But the customers didn't know. As far as they could tell, I was perfectly Japanese. Just like those wallets they sell at Thai street markets are perfectly Gucci! I worked in a "kapoo club." "Kapoo" is a pun in Thai on the words for penis and testicles. So it's something like a "cock and balls club." And the idea of a "kapoo" club is providing only handjobs, from pretty girls who are supposedly "not professional prostitutes." 

In reality, both parts of that story are completely false. Almost every girl in every kapoo shop will provide full sex. But she'll tell the customer that she's doing that only for him because he's so special and handsome, to make him feel unique and as if he's getting something special just from her (and also to prevent him from trying other girls at the shop). You see how the trick works? And also, the girls in a kapoo shop are generally from the same backgrounds as any other Thai prostitutes. They are not any more likely to be university students or upper-class girls (ha ha) than the girls at any other prostitution venue in Bangkok. I guess there are fewer Isaan girls, just because kapoo shops are aimed at Thai men, who don't like dark skin, but there are still lots of light-skinned Issan girls in the kapoo scene.

Some kapoo shops provide girls who are supposed to be "hiso" (high society, from rich families). Some kapoo shops provide girls who are supposed to be "university students." And the one I worked in provided girls who were supposed to be "Japanese." We were of course just about as Japanese as those other girls were "high society" or "university students." Meaning we weren't Japanese at all. But the point is, with the proper makeup and training, I don't know of any customers who actually had any idea that we weren't really Japanese.

Every "Kapoo" girl laughs at the whole premise, and knows full well that in reality she's as much a prostitute as every other prostitute, and of course she knows she's not really a Japanese girl or a university student or a rich hiso (society) girl, but what's important here is not the girls' self-esteem, but the customers' perceptions! The girls know they're prostitutes, but the customers believe they aren't. And you can imagine: the customers get turned on by the idea of a pretty girl who is not, not, not a hooker handling their most intimate parts and giving them a sumptuous orgasm with their slippery hands. The "not a hooker" illusion is done all across the Thai sex industry, but we'll talk about that later. For now, let's stick to kapoo clubs. Cock and balls shops. 

There are all sorts of kapoo clubs, around various fantasy themes. And as far as I know, they are only for a Thai or Thai-speaking audience, so if you are a foreigner in Thailand, you may never have heard of "kapoo" even if you are an expert on paid sex shops. Oh, but this is my








​

d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





