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‘I don’t believe this, Mum!’ Freya wails at me. ‘Please say you’re joking!’

I am not joking. She must be able to see that from my face.

No, no, no.

It can’t be true. I can’t have screwed up so badly.

Except I have. I’ve forgotten the music for Freya’s audition. No, no, no, no, no …

I didn’t exactly forget it. Not completely. I remembered to put it in the car. Then I was so stupid that I can’t actually believe it. I left it there. I left it in the bloody car. Now, when I urgently need it to be safely inside my bag, it’s in the Grand Arcade car park.

I’m an idiot. Worse than an idiot. I am every bad thing.

A harsh, skin-chilling wind whips around my head. My hair hits my face like lashes from a cold whip. Cambridge is always either much warmer than everywhere else or much colder. Today, it’s like a Russian winter.

‘What are we going to do?’ Freya demands. Her eyes are wide with panic. I know what she’s hoping for: any answer that isn’t ‘There’s nothing we can do. It’s too late.’

She’s been practising her song for weeks – recording herself, then listening to each recording, making notes on how to improve her vocal performance.

Freya is nine. She’s known since the age of five that she wants to be a singer. This will be the first time she puts her voice to the test. I’m terrified of how crushed she’ll be if she fails. ‘I cannot mess this up, Mum,’ she’s been saying every five minutes since she woke up this morning. ‘I have to get in. They have to say yes.’

Now, thanks to me, she’s going to miss her chance to try. I’ve failed on her behalf. She can’t audition without her music, which her brainless mother has left in the bloody, fucking car. It was the only thing that mattered, the one crucial thing I had to do …

My teeth are chattering from the cold. At the same time, my neck is too hot beneath my poncho. I wonder if I’m about to faint.

‘Mum!’ Freya’s voice pulls me back. ‘What are we going to do?’

Think, Chloe. Quickly. You have to solve this problem, and the seconds are ticking by …

It’s like a Maths problem from one of Freya’s homework sheets. I look at my watch. We’re about ten minutes away from where the auditions are happening. It would take us ten minutes to walk back to the car park – ten minutes in the opposite direction. Freya’s audition is in twelve minutes.

‘We’ll have to run back to the car and get the music!’ she says, blinking hard, trying not to cry. ‘Come on! Don’t just stand there!’

‘There’s no time, Freya. Unless we suddenly both learn to fly, we won’t make it. We’ll miss your slot.’ My heart thumps in my mouth. I tell myself that this isn’t a life-or-death crisis. But it feels like one.

I look at my watch again, desperately hoping time will have started to race backwards. It hasn’t.

‘We can’t go back, okay?’ I say, struggling to stay calm.

‘We have to!’

‘We can’t! We only have twelve minutes! It’s not long enough. You read the letter: anyone who misses their allotted time – tough luck, they’re out.’

People are staring at us as we stand on Bridge Street shouting at each other. ‘Freya, listen. I know this feels like a disaster, but—’

‘It is a disaster! How can I sing without my music?’

‘You’ll have to manage. Look, we’ll pick another song – one that whoever’s playing the piano will definitely know. It’s not ideal, but—’

‘Like what?’ Freya demands. ‘What song?’

‘I don’t know! “Happy Birthday To You”, or—’

‘No way.’ My daughter’s face hardens. I feel like the worst kind of traitor. ‘Do you even know how embarrassing that would be, Mum? “Happy Birthday”? No! I can’t believe you left the music in the car! Why did I trust you? Give me your keys!’ She holds out her hand. ‘Without you slowing me down, I can run back to the car and still get to the audition by half past.’
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Quick Reads are brilliant short new books written by bestselling writers to help people discover the joys of reading for pleasure.

Find out more at www.quickreads.org.uk
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We would also like to thank all our partners in the Quick Reads project for their help and support: NIACE, unionlearn, National Book Tokens, The Reading Agency, National Literacy Trust, Welsh Books Council, The Big Plus Scotland, DELNI, NALA

At Quick Reads, World Book Day and World Book Night we want to encourage everyone in the UK and Ireland to read more and discover the joy of books.

World Book Day is on 5 March 2015

Find out more at www.worldbookday.com

World Book Night is on 23 April 2015

Find out more at www.worldbooknight.org
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Out of the Dark

Adèle Geras

Rob Stone comes back from the horrors of the First World War with a ruined face and a broken heart. Lonely, unable to forget the things he has seen, and haunted by the ghost of his dead captain, all that Rob has left is a picture of the captain’s family. Rob sets out to find them, hoping that by giving them the picture, he can bring peace to the captain’s ghost – and to his own troubled heart.
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Red for Revenge

Fanny Blake

Two women, one man: code red for revenge …

Maggie is married with two grown-up children.

Her twenty-five year-old marriage

to Phil has lost its sparkle.

Carla is widowed. She understands life is short

so she lives it to the full. But is her new romance

all that it seems?

When the two women meet in the beauty salon,

they soon find they have more in

common than the colour of their nails.

The discovery that they are sharing the same

man is shocking. How will Phil be taught

a lesson or two he won’t forget?
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Dead Man Talking

Roddy Doyle

Pat had been best friends with Joe Murphy

since they were kids. But five years ago

they had a fight. A big one, and they haven’t

spoken since – till the day before Joe’s funeral.

What? On the day before his funeral

Joe would be dead, wouldn’t he?

Yes, he would …
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Paris for One

Jojo Moyes

Nell is twenty-six and has never been to Paris.

She has never even been on a weekend away with her boyfriend.

Everyone knows she is just

not the adventurous type.

But, when her boyfriend doesn’t turn up

for their romantic mini-break, Nell has the

chance to prove everyone wrong.

Alone in Paris, Nell meets the mysterious-

moped riding Fabien and his group of care free friends.

Could this turn out to be the most

adventurous weekend of her life?
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Street Cat Bob

James Bowen

When James Bowen found an injured street cat

in the hallway of his sheltered housing, he had no

idea just how much his life was about to change.

James had been living on the streets of London

and the last thing he needed was a pet.

Yet James couldn’t resist the clever tom cat,

whom he quickly named Bob. Soon the two were

best friends, and their funny and sometimes dangerous

adventures would change both their lives, slowly

healing the scars of each other’s troubled pasts.

Street Cat Bob is a moving and uplifting story

that will touch the heart of anyone who reads it.
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If you have enjoyed this book, why not share your next Quick Read with friends, colleagues, or neighbours.

A reading group is a great way to get the most out of a book and is easy to arrange. All you need is a group of people, a place to meet and a date and time that works for everyone.

Use the first meeting to decide which book to read first and how the group will operate. Conversation doesn’t have to stick rigidly to the book. Here are some suggested themes for discussions:


	How important was the plot?

	What messages are in the book?

	Discuss the characters – were they believable and could you relate to them?

	How important was the setting to the story?

	Are the themes timeless?

	Personal reactions – what did you like or not like about the book?



 

There is a free toolkit with lots of ideas to help you run a Quick Reads reading group at www.quickreads.org.uk

Share your experiences of your group on Twitter [image: Image Missing]@Quick_Reads

For more ideas, offers and groups to join visit Reading Groups for Everyone at www.readingagency.org.uk/readinggroups
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Enjoy this book?

Find out about all the others at www.quickreads.org.uk

For Quick Reads audio clips as well as videos and ideas to help you enjoy reading visit the BBC’s Skillswise website www.bbc.co.uk/quickreads
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Join the Reading Agency’s Six Book Challenge at www.readingagency.org.uk/sixbookchallenge
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Find more books for new readers at

www.newisland.ie

www.barringtonstoke.co.uk
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Free courses to develop your skills are available in your local area. To find out more phone 0800 100 900.
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For more information on developing your skills in Scotland visit www.thebigplus.com
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Want to read more? Join your local library. You can borrow books for free and take part in inspiring reading activities.
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