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PREFACE  –   4                                                                              


PREFACE

In this “romance”, I intend to take you to a reflection of our   attitudes   on   a   daily   basis,   through   the   “story”   of Bishop   Manoel   (fictitious   name)   that,   due   to   some mistaken decisions, generated consequences that were not always foreseen. Just as in business, each person's personal   life   is   constantly   influenced   by   their   daily decisions,   human   beings   need   to   make   choices   at   all times, whether simple or complex. Discover the story of this   man   and   his   9   children   and   also   his   most   recent friend, Tiago. 

Through   this   story,   rethink   the   meaning   of   love   that dwells not in words but in attitudes. 

Wel ,   I   believe   that   God   doesn't   bring   two   people together if he doesn't have a purpose. 




.TRYING TO GET RID OF PROBLEMS – 6

A   man   runs   desperately   down   the   street   until   he comes to a bridge and starts looking down crying, until a ragged, smelly beggar comes up next to him and says, 

"Can you help me with some money so I can eat?" 

The man looks at the beggar and says, "What's your name?" 

The beggar with his head down says: — My name is Tiago, and I haven't eaten for several days. 

The crying man says: — Nice to meet you, James, my name is Manoel, will you really use the money to eat? 

"Isn't it for buying drugs?" 

Tiago: — No sir, I've never dealt with this, I'm a beggar and I lost my goods because of this crisis that Brazil is going  through,  a  rise  in  food  prices  and  with  few jobs available for people without qualifications, like me. 

Manoel: — Right, sorry! After that, he takes his wallet and takes out a R$ 100.00 bil  and gives it to Tiago. 

Tiago looks at Manoel and says: — All that! - Is very money. 

Manoel:   —   It's   all   I   have,   I   won't   need   it   anymore, because   I'm   going   to   throw   myself   off   this   bridge... 

James: — Kill yourself? - Why? 

Manoel, crying, says: — My life doesn't make sense anymore, everything I preached to be the right thing to do hasn't worked out in my life, I lost the great love of my life due to my rebellious children. 

James: — Will you let someone else break up your marriage? — You define your present and future. 

Manoel: — And did you define yours? "Wanted to be here?" 

James: — Is it? “It real y is hard to believe in a beggar. 

— But tel  me your story, I'm such a lonely person, I like to hear stories. 

Manoel, a little calmer, said: — Well, I'll start tel ing my story from the beginning. 

When I was young I was a dreamer, I dreamed of one day   being   happy   to   have   a   family   and   when   that happened,   I   realized   that   it   was   not   everything   I imagined. 

. 

30 years ago…

Cíntia   is   heading   to   the   university   and   suddenly around the corner she ends up colliding with Manoel, she

slips and falls to the ground, Manoel helps her and says:

— I'm sorry! - Did you get hurt? 

Cintia: — No, I'm fine. Excuse me! 

Manoel, worried, says: — I'm the one who's sorry, I should have paid more attention. 

Several people start to stop around them and Manoel says fearfully: — Look, your arm is bleeding, please don't say anything to my father. "Let's go to the hospital for the doctor to examine you." 

Cintia:   —   All   right,   let's   go   —   You   don't   need   to despair. 

The two leave there and hurriedly go to the hospital and   discover   it   was   just   a   scratch,   nothing   more   so Cíntia, laughing, says to Manoel: — See? — Don't worry, it can happen to anyone. 

Manoel  then  says:   — Phew…  thank  God!  Now  that everything is fine we'll have a sandwich in the cafeteria in Lourdes? - You accept? 

Cintia thinks for a moment and says: — Yes, let's go. 

The two go to the restaurant and Cíntia notices that Manoel is always frowning downcast and says: — You have to smile more. 

Manoel says: — I've always been like that. 

Cíntia: — What do you do with your life? 

Manoel: — I sing in the choir of a Christian church. 

Cíntia: — How nice, I also attend a Christian church. 

"Would you sing at the church I attend?" 

Manoel: — Yes, but I need to talk to my pastor and the members of the group. 

Time   passes   and   the   two   continue   talking,   the friendship   grows   until   Manoel   says:   —   We've   been friends for a long time, right, I want to ask you to pray for a dating commitment if it's God's will. What do you think? 

Cíntia, smiling, says: — Pray to make love? 

Manoel: — Yes. 

Cíntia is red with embarrassment, but she nods and says: — If God wills, he will be all right. 

Time passes until the two start dating, in a way very different from most, with commitment and without putting aside the romanticism. Manoel parks a car near Cíntia's house,   rings   the   doorbell   at   her   house   and   after   she answers,  the  two  greet   each  other  with  a  kiss and he says:   —   You   look   beautiful   as   always!   Shal   we   go honey? 

Cintia, smiling, says: — Come on, have you called a taxi yet? 

 Manoel, smiling, says: — You don't need to buy us a car. 

Cheerful Cintia says: — How nice, love. 

So the two get close to the car and he opens the door for her, she gets in and he closes the door, and walks around and asks what you think of our car, love? 

She says: — I liked it a lot, you have good taste. Time passes and from two months, something happened. He always   sent   her   love   verses,   Cíntia   was   surprised, Manoel arrived at her house with a bouquet of flowers and   said:   —  A   rose   I   give   to   my   love,   delicate   and fragrant, receive it in a good mood. 

Then he says, "Wil  you marry me, my love?" 

Cíntia, crying, says: — Yes, love. 

Current times…


Time passed and we had our first child and we gave it a   biblical   name,  Abimelech   was   an   amazing   baby,   he looked   like   a   little   angel.   And   so   came   the   other   8, Fatima,   Anna,   Samuel,   James,  Alberto,   David,   Hosea and Saul. 

You know James, I learned that I should be a strict

father, I always wanted my children to do what was right, always correct them so that they would become men and women   of   God,   but   things   kept   happening,   and   so problems arose. 

My first son, Abimelech, was a pastor, but he didn't have the same way of evangelizing as Christ, he always got   angry   when   he   saw   someone   sinning,   he   wanted everyone   to   obey   God   and   his   commandments   by binding   them,   and   not   out   of   love,   until   one   day something happened at his house. 



                                                                                             ABIMELECH   – 13

10 years ago…

The purpose of religion was to teach the word of God and thus unite people to Him, but that is not always the case. 

Pastor Abimelech was at home until the doorbell rang, he opened the door and saw that it was his father, Bishop Manoel. 

Pastor Abimelech with a frown says, “Hel o Dad. - How is it going? 

Bishop Manoel bravo says: — I'm fine, thank God, but you don't look like it. 

Pastor Abimelech: — I am going through tribulations, come in, said the son. 

The two enter and Bishop Manoel soon sees his son's wife   crying,   the   two   continue   walking   until   Pastor Abimelech says: — We'll talk in my office, just the two of us. 

Bishop Manoel: — Right, son. 

Pastor Abimelech says: — You know what I'm going through, everyone in town is talking, yeah a feather. 

Bishop Manoel: — Pity what you did, or what your son did? 

Pastor Abimelech:   —   Of   course  that's  what   my  son did. 

Bishop Manoel bravo says: — Did you pray, did you read the word of God? 

Pastor Abimelech: — I prayed a lot and read the word, I really like the Old Testament. 

Bishop Manoel: — I understand my son, but not only you, but all Christians have to fol ow what is written in the New Testament and not in the Old, the old is only for us to know the history of the beginning of the world. 

Pastor Abimelech: — You can't imagine what I'm going through, it's not easy to find out that your son is gay. 

Bishop Manoel: — His attitude of taking his son out of the house was radical, as were the teachings of the Old Testament.   —   If   you   imitated   Jesus,   you   would   never throw your son out of the house. 

Pastor  Abimelech:   —   I   told   the   truth,   if   I   were.   —

I'm not Jesus. 

Bishop Manoel: — But the Bible says that we must be imitators of Christ. — If Jesus did it, we have to do it too, or at least try. 

—   You   can't   kick   your   child   out   of   the   house   just because you've done something the Bible says is wrong, we have to preach love and not hate. 

Pastor Abimelech: — Do you judge me? “Look at my house and you will see. - God is with me. 

Bishop   Manoel:   —   You   already   invented   these heresies, didn't you learn from the scandal that became news in Brazil and in the world that involved your church? 

11 years ago…

Bishop Rodolfo calls Pastor Abimelech to speak in his office and says: — Pastor Abimelech, I was looking at the collections   of   your   church   and   it's   very   low,   we   have several   ways   to   raise   money:   tithing,   offerings,   votes, selling   gospel   products   or   sacrifice.   “You   need   to   get heavier,   understand?   Convince   everyone   to   open   their wallets,   sel   the   house,   the   car,   the   bicycle.   -   He understood? 

Pastor Abimelech seriously says: — Yes sir. 

At the time of worship, Pastor Abimelech, after praying at   the   altar,   says   to   the   members   of   his   religion:   —

Brothers,   God   just   told   me,   we   cannot   accommodate

ourselves, we cannot accept this miserable life, if we are like that, it is because there is no sacrifice. — We have to sacrifice to have the victory, we cannot cling to anything, we have to sacrifice everything, Abraham sacrificed his son. — Sacrifice your child. "Sacrifice your child!" 

A  woman  named  Mara  hears  this  and  on  the  same day, at dawn, she takes a knife and starts stabbing her son. Until a neighbor hears the boy's screams and helps him, the police arrive and arrest her. Upon arriving at the police station, the police chief asks: — Why did you try to kil  your son? 

Mara: — Pastor Abimelech at the service said he had to sacrifice my son, I just obeyed. 

Delegate: — All right, I'll investigate further. 

The deputy tells the police: — Take her to prison and then go to Pastor Geraldo's house and bring him to me. 

Police: Yes, sir. 


10 years ago…

Pastor  Abimelech:   —   My  friend,   we   need   money  to evangelize.   —   It's   expensive   to   pay   for   radio   and television programs. 

Bishop   Manoel:   —   That   doesn't   justify   the   heresies preached in your church. - There are cases where people simply stop buying snacks for their children, just to offer more money. "Do you think it's fair?" — My brother is in the bible: 'Which father among you, if the son asks for a fish,   will   he   give   you   a   snake   in   his   place?'   “That's inhumane,   except   your   high   cults   have   more   demons than   Satanist   cults.   It   is   written:   "When   Paul   laid   his hands   on   them,   the   Holy  Spirit   descended   upon   them and they began to speak in tongues and to prophesy." 

In your church services, you determine that the devil manifest in people. - Where did you  see that?  — The apostle   Paul   determined   that   the   Holy  Spirit   manifests itself in people and not in the devil. 

Pastor  Abimelech:   —   You   must   understand   that   we need the demons to manifest themselves in people and then cast them out. 

Bishop Manoel: — Where is this written in the Bible? 

“Besides,   you   threw  your  son  out  of   the  house,   but you're not a saint. “You've been cheating on your wife for years, everyone knows that except her. "And you think the sinner is your son?" 

In   the   New   Testament   it   says   it   is   a   sin   to   be

homosexual but it also says that adultery is too. 





FATIMA  – 20                                                                                                     


Current times…


Sad   Manoel   says   to   Tiago:   —   Problems   arose   and more and more I was moving away from my great love, Lívia.  —   I  taught  my  children  and  church   members  to always put God first, but I and many misunderstand this message,   we   often   leave   something   that   is   our responsibility without doing, thinking it is pleasing to God, and that's how it happened to my daughter Fatima. 

You may have heard of people far from the church, but I'll tell you what it real y is to be a person far from the Lord. 

Currently, Protestant Christians are not persecuted the same   way   they   were   about   50   years   ago,   those   who declare   themselves   evangelicals   are   currently   quiet   in Brazil in many countries, but there is another persecution that we are experiencing, the one that perceives those who practice the word of God, and my daughter is an example of this. 


3 years ago…


Fatima always attended services, was a single person and always participated in church events. He evangelized and always helped with church things, he was active and helped   to   evangelize   a   lot,   until   then,   he   met   Fagner, another  active  young  man,   both  were  examples in  the church, always evangelized and had my blessing in their relationship, however, the time was passing. 

Fatima was an active woman in the church, after all, she  was my  daughter.  I always  taught her to  put  God first, and that's what she did even after she was married. 

My   daughter   was   at   church   every   Sunday,   to evangelize  and
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