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This book is dedicated
to all those on earth whom God has called to a gospel ministry. May
the following truths be a reminder to all of us:

“For I am not ashamed
of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, "But the righteous man shall live by faith."”

Romans 1:16,17
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INTRODUCTION

 Many commentaries have been written over the
centuries on the book of Romans. At one time, before I sold the
bulk of my minister’s library, I remember having eight such
commentaries on this one book as part of that library! So why
another commentary on the book of Romans? The first reason is that
God is leading His servant to write this commentary. The second
reason is that God’s servant believes that he has now gained
sufficient spiritual maturity to be able to write a commentary on
the book of Romans without leading anyone astray as to what God is
saying to us through His eternal word. The third reason is that all
of us gain a certain amount of knowledge of God and a certain
perspective on the Christian life as we walk with God from the time
He saves us. For God’s servant that is now over forty-two years, as
God saved His servant on January 14th, 1980. Therefore, God’s
servant wants to share with others what he has found to be true in
his life from the book of Romans.

And there are
three things that we should be aware of at the outset. The first is
that the Biblical text that God gave will be included as part of
the text of this book, so that the reader will not have to turn to
the Bible to read that text. It will appear in italics. Then
secondly, each chapter has been broken into smaller sections, which
will begin with italicized text, with a brief explanation supplied
as a help of what is covered in that particular section. And
thirdly, at times comments are supplied by the author, which will
be in brackets in the text of God’s word, as an additional help to
the reader.

Then we are to
also note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book with six
sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four ages
of time, for any reading the book who might not be familiar with
this information. In Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the
two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ, for any who may not be familiar with this information
either. Then in Addendum C, we have an exposition of God’s new
creation in time, which He brought about through His Son! Then at
Addendum D, we have “Chosen of God for a purpose,” which is a basic
presentation of the doctrine of election in God’s word. Then at
Addendum E, we have a presentation of how God raised and prepared
the nation of Israel for the coming to earth of His Son. Then the
sixth and last Addendum is Addendum F, which is a presentation of
the gospel, which is the good news that God has given in His word
regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any readers who might
not have as yet this vital personal relationship with God, through
faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the
two websites listed below, which have been established for the
purpose of interacting with readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.






















ROMANS CHAPTER
ONE

Verses 1 to 32

Romans 1:1-7, God’s
introduction to the book of Romans

As God begins
this very important letter to the Romans – which God used to save
Martin Luther, who was then a vessel in God’s Hand to spearhead the
Protestant Reformation in Germany in 1517, which then spread from
there – He shares with us a number of important truths as part of
His introduction to this letter, as we now grasp from what He tells
us at Romans 1:1-7, “[1] Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus,
called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, [2] which He
promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures,
[3] concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David
according to the flesh, [4] who was declared the Son of God with
power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of
holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, [5] through whom we have received
grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among
all the Gentiles for His name's sake, [6] among whom you also are
the called of Jesus Christ; [7] to all who are beloved of God in
Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

The first truth
that God shares with us from verse 1:1 is that He gave us this
letter through the apostle Paul, who was formerly Saul, an
unbeliever, who not only agreed with putting the believers of the
early church to death, but by his own admission, was “a blasphemer
and a persecutor and a violent aggressor” (Acts 8:1a; 1 Timothy
1:12,13). However, God in His mercy and grace extended to him – as
is true of all of us reading this who are saved – did save Saul, as
we see at Acts 8, as Saul was on his way from Jerusalem to
Damascus, in Syria. We then see from Acts 13:9 that after God had
called Saul as an apostle, noting Acts 13:1-4, He then refers to
him as ‘Paul’ from then on.

The second
truth that God shares with us is also at verse 1:1 and is the fact
that Paul was “a bond-servant of Jesus Christ,” This is how every
believer yet on earth should be identified by God, for a
“bond-servant” is one who is in willing service to God, out of love
for Him! This meaning of the term “bond-servant” can be grasped
from what God tells us at Deuteronomy 15:12,16,17, “[12] If your
kinsman, a Hebrew man or woman, is sold to you, then he shall serve
you six years, but in the seventh year you shall set him free… [16]
It shall come about if he says to you, 'I will not go out from
you,' because he loves you and your household, since he fares well
with you; [17] then you shall take an awl and pierce it through his
ear into the door, and he shall be your servant forever. Also you
shall do likewise to your maidservant.” And so, a bond-servant is
one who is in willing service to God out of love for Him!

Then a third
truth that God shares, which is also at verse 1:1, is that Paul had
been called of God “as an apostle,” after God had saved him. The
word “apostle” simply refers to ‘one sent forth’ of God, which in
Paul’s case took place when God called, and then sent out both Paul
and Barnabas, as we see at Acts 13:1-4. Then at Acts 14:9, we see
that both Paul and Barnabas are henceforth referred to as
“apostles.”

What is also
important to note here regarding an apostle is that these were men
chosen of God, along with New Testament prophets, to be for the
foundation stage only of Gods’ church on earth during this present
third age of time, which started with the coming of The Holy Spirit
to permanently indwell believers, as we see at Acts 2:1-4. This is
clear from what God tells us at Ephesians 2:20, when speaking of
the believers making up that church, “having been built on the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being
the corner stone”

Both apostles
and prophets are therefore to be seen as only for the foundation
stage of the present third age of time, also sometimes referred to
as ‘the church age,’ who were then replaced with evangelists and
shepherd/teachers before the end of first century AD, as we see
from what God tells us at Ephesians 4:11, “And He (God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ) gave some as apostles, and some as prophets
(during the foundation stage), and some as evangelists, and some as
pastors and teachers (the correct term here is ‘shepherd/teachers,’
which is a dual function).” And so, from the foundation stage in
the first century AD until today, we have gifted men given by God
to the churches on earth, who are either evangelists or
shepherd/teachers. If there are any who would like to read further
on this, please see the author’s book, “Evangelism As God
Intended.”

Then a fourth
important truth that God shares with us, which is also at verse 1:1
is that the apostle Paul was “set apart (by God, noting Acts 9:15;
13:2; Galatians 1:15,16) for the gospel of God.” The words “gospel
of God” simply refers to the good news that God has for mankind,
which He is here making known, and which now leads us to the fifth
and most important truth of this section, which is the fact that
God’s good news is “concerning His Son,” as we see at verse
1:3.

We then see God
delineate for a moment here and shares with us two truths regarding
that good news that He wants all mankind to know. First, God tells
us at verse 1:2 that this good news concerning His Son was
something that God “promised beforehand through his prophets in the
holy Scriptures,” with God making a reference here to those men
whom He raised as prophets during the Old Testament period,
beginning with Samuel (Acts 3:24). These men spoke of God’s Son,
Whom God had promised at Genesis 3:15 to send to earth one day, as
born of a woman (Galatians 4:4; Hebrews 10:5), Who, when He came
from Heaven to earth, would be “born of a descendant of David
according to the flesh,” as He tells us here at verse 1:3.

At this point,
it would be beneficial to note what God said to king David at
Jerusalem, through the prophet Nathan at 1 Chronicles 10b to 15,
when God was foretelling what we read at Romans 1:3, ”[10b]
Moreover, I tell you that the Lord will build a house for you. [11]
When your days are fulfilled that you must go to be with your
fathers, that I will set up one of your descendants after you, who
will be of your sons; and I will establish his kingdom. [12] He
shall build for Me a house, and I will establish his throne
forever. [13] I will be his father and he shall be My son; and I
will not take My lovingkindness away from him, as I took it from
him who was before you. [14] But I will settle him in My house and
in My kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established
forever." [15] According to all these words and according to all
this vision, so Nathan spoke to David.” That is also why we read in
the first verse of the New Testament at Matthew 1:1, “The record of
the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham,”

Then at verse
1:4, we see that the second truth that God wants mankind to know as
part of His good news is that this One, Whom God had promised as
coming in the future as a descendant of king David, was, when He
came from Heaven to earth in human flesh “declared the Son of God
with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the
Spirit of holiness,” with God then letting us know that this was in
reference to none else but “Jesus Christ our Lord.” And so, we see
here that God does not leave us guessing as to Whom He has in view
regarding the gospel, as His good news to mankind, it is concerning
His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

We of course
need to spend a few moments to more deeply look at what God is
telling us at verses 1:3 and 1:4 here, because this is concerning
His Son, and is part of His good news to mankind. And so, at verse
1:3, God tells us that when His Son was born into this world, it
was as a physical descendant of king David, who in his day had been
king over the nation of Israel, which therefore meant that God’s
Son, in His coming to earth as David’s descendant, was therefore
Heir to his throne over the nation of Israel. And God’s Son indeed
was Heir to that throne, as we see for instance at Matthew 2:1,2,
“[1] Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
[2] "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His
star in the east and have come to worship Him."

Then at Romans
1:4, God gives us a contrast to verse 1:3, in now speaking of a new
work that God is also doing through His Son, which is bringing into
being a new creation, with God The Father having begun that new
creation when He brought His own Son as The firstborn of that new
creation, that is, when His Son was born of a virgin into this
world; but only completed when He raised His Son from the dead the
third day after His death at the cross and His burial.

God speaks of
that new creation of His, of which His Son is the firstborn, at
Colossians 1:18, where we read, “He (God’s Son, through His
resurrection from the dead) is also head of the body, the church;
and He is the beginning (of God’s new creation), the firstborn from
the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in
everything.” What would be beneficial here is for the reader to go
to Addendum C and there read a more complete exposition on “God’s
new creation in time.”

And so, God’s
new creation began at the moment of the Incarnation of His Son into
this world, when He took on human flesh; but was not completed
until the moment of His being raised from the dead the third day by
His Father, after His death at the cross and burial. That is why
God goes on at Romans 1:4 and says, “who was declared The Son of
God with power by His resurrection from the dead.”

And when God
adds at verse 1:4, “according to the Spirit of holiness” – this
should have been rendered as ‘spirit’ here, and not “Spirit,” as
the human spirit of God’s Son, and not The Holy Spirit, is here in
view. God is here making reference to the fact of the sinlessness
of His Son in His humanity while on earth, as further proof that
this is God’s Son, Who has now been raised from the dead and is now
the firstborn of God’s new creation.

This further
means that all believers of all ages of time will also eventually
be as sinless as God’s Son, due to being part of that new creation
of God. This will occur when all the believers of the four ages of
time have experienced the first resurrection, which relates to
believers of time going from a physical state to a new spiritual
state in resurrection, same as what God’s Son experienced as God’s
firstborn of that new creation!

We would
benefit here in noting what God says at 1 Corinthians 15:42-49,
especially noting the transformation in going from an earthly,
physical, and temporary body to one that is Heavenly, spiritual,
and eternal in resurrection, “[42] So also is the resurrection of
the dead. It is sown a perishable body, it is raised an
imperishable body; [43] it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; [44] it is
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. [45] So also it is
written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul." The last Adam
(God’s Son) became a life-giving spirit. [46] However, the
spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual. [47]
The first man (Adam) is from the earth, earthy; the second man (The
Lord Jesus Christ) is from heaven. [48] As is the earthy, so also
are those who are earthy; and as is the heavenly, so also are those
who are heavenly. [49] Just as we (as believers) have borne the
image of the earthy, we will also bear the image of the heavenly,”
once we too experience our part in the first resurrection (noting
Revelation 20:6).

And before
going further in Romans, and in order to solidify our thinking on
verses 1:3,4 that we presently looking at, let us note a similar
truth which God makes at Acts 2:22-24, “[22] "Men of Israel, listen
to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God
with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him
in your midst, just as you yourselves know — [23] this Man,
delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to
death. [24] But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the
agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its
power.”

And why was it
impossible for God’s Son to be held in the power of death, so that
His resurrection from the dead had to take place? Simply because
this was The sinless Son of God, Who continued to display that
holiness once in human flesh. For what we need to grasp here is
that death has to do with sin, noting for instance what God later
declares at Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as through one man (Adam)
sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men, because all sinned.” And so, because God’s Son
was sinless, then death could not keep its hold on Him, and when
the purpose for His dying at the cross had been completed – in
terms of bearing the sins of a sinful human race at the cross and
then buried to put those sins away – He was raised from the dead by
His Father the third day (before decay occurred in that human
body), as a declaration that this was indeed God’s sinless Son,
“Jesus Christ, our Lord.” Similarly at Romans 1:4 then, His
sinlessness in human flesh was further evidence that this indeed
was God’s Son!

Then as God
continues at Romans 1:5, He further discloses to us through the
apostle Paul that it was through God’s Son, now ascended and back
at The Father’s right Hand in Heaven, that the apostle Paul had now
“received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of
faith among all the Gentiles for His name's sake.” When the apostle
Paul mentions that he “received grace” here, he is indicating that
the whole of his ministry as an apostle, after being saved and then
called of God, was by God’s unmerited favor, that is, as wholly a
work of God through him, as is also true in regards to every
believer in every age of time.

Let us note for
instance what read of the apostle Paul at Acts 21:18,19, “[18] And
the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders
were present. [19] After he had greeted them, he began to relate
one by one the things which God had done among the Gentiles through
his ministry.” Therefore, it is important to keep in mind that not
only our salvation is wholly of God as a free gift (Ephesians
2:8-10), but also all that is done after one’s salvation as what
will last for eternity will have been done as a work of God’s grace
and power alone (Philippians 2:13)!

Then when the
apostle Paul mentions “the obedience of faith” further on at Romans
1:5, he is making reference to the fact that when God grants one
the faith to believe in His Son and be saved (2 Peter 1:1), one now
has in salvation the power of God to obey Him, which will be shown
by carrying out His will on earth! That power of God now comes as
one receives The Holy Spirit in one’s spirit, Who imparts God’s own
righteous and eternal life for one to live by. As one lives by that
life being imparted from God, one is automatically living in
obedience to all that God’s requires in His word, which also means
one is carrying out all of God’s will.

And that life
from God continues to flow automatically in any believer who walks
with God with no known unconfessed sins in one’s life, which is how
one actually begins one’s new life with God at salvation. This is
also the very life that God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, lived on
earth at His first coming from Heaven to earth, as a Pattern for
us, which enabled Him to carry out only His Father’s will (John
6:38)!

The apostle
Paul then mentions “among all the Gentiles” at verse 1:5 simply
because he had been called of God as an apostle to the Gentiles,
just as Peter had been called as an apostle to the Jews, noting
Galatians 1:15,16; 2:7,8. And then he is led of God to add, “for
his name’s sake,” so that the obedience of faith of the child of
God might issue to the glory of God. That is, that in the child of
God living in obedience to God, by carrying out His will while on
earth after salvation, this brings glory to God’s Son, Who is one’s
Head in Heaven giving direction to the whole body of believers on
earth, who are all united to Him by The One and The same Holy
Spirit, while at the same time bringing glory to God The Father
(noting Ephesians 1:22,23; 1 Corinthians 12:12,13,27; 10:31)!

Then when God
continues and adds at Romans 1:6 and part of verse 1:7, “among whom
you also are the called of Jesus Christ; [7] to all who are beloved
of God in Rome, called as saints…,” He is now making reference to
those to whom this letter is being addressed and to whom the
original was eventually sent to. Here we see that God says four
things about these here. First, when God says “among whom,” He is
making reference to the recipients of this letter being “among all
the Gentiles” of verse 1:5. Secondly, God identifies them as also
being, with all other believers elsewhere, “the called of Jesus
Christ,” in terms of also having been given the faith to believe in
His Son by God and so be saved (noting Romans 8:28; 1 Corinthians
1:2; Jude 1:2; Revelation 17:14).

Then thirdly,
God reveals at verse 1:7 those to whom the original of this letter
would eventually have been sent to, which is “to all who are
beloved (that is, loved by God, due to having been saved by Him) in
Rome.” What is important to keep in mind here is that Rome at this
time, which was around 55 AD, was the seat of the Roman Empire, as
where the Emperor also resided (noting Acts 25:10-12).

And then the
fourth thing that God discloses here is that He refers to those who
are the called of Jesus Christ as being “saints,” which simply
refers to His ‘holy ones,’ in terms of these having now been
cleansed of all sins at salvation and made children of God, being
now restored to the image of God, which had been lost through being
sinners in rebellion against God before salvation. Now these have
been set apart (sanctified) by God to carry out His will on earth,
which will be true as one lives by God’s own imparted life with no
known unconfessed sins in one’s life!

We then see God
close His introduction to this letter at verse 1:7 by having the
apostle Paul write the customary, “Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Because these believers were
now children of God through salvation, then it was God’s will that
His grace and His peace rest upon each one of them. The apostle
Paul was led of God to mention "grace" and "peace" here because
this is what every believer enters into at the very moment of
salvation – which is when one personally comes to know God, for at
that moment one receives the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
for believing in God through faith in His precious Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ.

Let us note for
instance what God says about grace and peace later at Romans 5:1,2,
"[1] Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have PEACE with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, [2] through whom also we have
obtained our introduction by faith into this GRACE in which we
stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of God." This therefore is
a common way for God to begin His letters, noting also 1
Corinthians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:3; Ephesians 1:2;
Philippians 1:2; Colossians 1:2; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; and 2
Thessalonians 1:2.

Romans 1:8-15, God
leads the apostle Paul to disclose why he is eager to visit these
believers who are in Rome

As God begins
His letter proper, He now leads the apostle Paul, at Romans 1:8-15,
to disclose a number of reasons why he has the God-given desire to
visit the believers, who together form God’s local church in Rome.
We see the first reason at Romans 1:8, where God leads the apostle
Paul to say, “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you
all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout the whole
world.” It was obvious then that these believers in Rome were
living for God’s will, as the apostle Paul was hearing from all
quarters that their faith was such that it was being favorably
spoken of. And this fact had led the apostle Paul, in hearing of
it, to give thanks to God in The Lord Jesus’ Name for all of them.
Paul knew that if what he was hearing was true, then it was due to
God’s grace being at work in their lives. So in his heart, he
wanted to see them.

At Romans
1:9,10, the apostle Paul is led of God to delineate for a moment in
order to disclose three things to us, as we there read, “[9] For
God, whom I serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of
His Son, is my witness as to how unceasingly I make mention of you,
[10] always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by
the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.” The first
thing being disclosed here is that the apostle Paul’s ministry of
preaching the gospel, which we note again is in reference to God’s
Son – Whom to God is the most important and precious gift He could
ever give to anyone, noting Matthew 3:17 – was something the
apostle Paul was doing “in my spirit,” as part of his service to
God, which here indicates that this was a spiritual work being
carried out through him by God’s Holy Spirit, since he would have
been a cleansed and available vessel to God for this purpose!

Secondly, the
apostle Paul discloses here that God is his witness as to the fact
that he is constantly making mention of the believers of Rome in
his prayers, even though he had never been there and had therefore
never personally met them. And then the third thing being disclosed
here is that the apostle Paul had a God-given desire to go to Rome,
and perhaps God might finally be opening the way for him to go, so
that when he does go, it might be in the will of God for him to go.
It is important that we see here that one needs to be in God’s will
for all one does after salvation, as we are only to serve God by
the power that He supplies, and never in the energy of our own
flesh, as this would be sin, because acting out of one’s own sinful
nature!

Then we see
from Romans 1:11,12 that the apostle Paul is led of God to give
another reason for wanting to go to Rome to meet these believers,
as we there read, “[11] For I long to see you so that I may
impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established;
[12] that is, that I may be encouraged together with you while
among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and
mine.” When the apostle Paul is led of God to say here, “that I
may impart some spiritual gift to you” – as another reason to go
and see these believers in Rome – he does not mean here that he is
going to bestow what is commonly known as a “spiritual gif,” upon
these believers that is, a special enabling for service given to
believers by the Holy Spirit. Rather, the apostle Paul means here
that he will use his own spiritual gifts to edify these believers,
so that they would be spiritually blessed for the glory of God in
being together!

That this was
so is made clear from what the apostle Paul is then led of God to
say at verse 1:12, which in some measure explains what he had in
view at verse 1:11, namely that in being together as believers,
they might be encouraged together by each other’s faith in God. We
have already seen from verse 1:8 that the faith of these believers
at Rome was being spoken of throughout the known world, and now, in
coming to them, the apostle Paul would be experiencing that for
himself, while at the same time, they would be benefiting from his
own faith in God.

We then see
from Romans 1:13 that the apostle Paul shares a third reason for
wanting to visit these believers at Rome, as we now read, with what
is in brackets here, being part of the Biblical text, “I do not
want you to be unaware, brethren, that often I have planned to come
to you (and have been prevented so far) so that I may obtain some
fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles.”
And so, another reason for wanting to go to Rome and meet the
believers there, was in order to “obtain some fruit among you also,
as among the rest of the Gentiles.” Since we have noted that God
had raised Paul as an apostle to the Gentiles, then it only stands
that God would then lead him to go to various cities of the Roman
Empire and gain some spiritual fruit for God wherever there were
Gentiles. Rome was of course an important city to visit in that
regard, which the apostle Paul had before planned to visit, but up
until now had been prevented from doing so.

We are not told
here whether it was Satan, the devil, doing the preventing (noting
1 Thessalonians 2:18), or whether this was God Himself (noting Acts
16:6,7). However, based on what we later read at Romans 15:20-23,
it would appear that it was God, noting what we there read, “[20]
And thus I aspired to preach the gospel, not where Christ was
already named, so that I would not build on another man's
foundation; [21] but as it is written, "They who had no news of Him
shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand." [22] For
this reason I have often been prevented from coming to you; [23]
but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I
have had for many years a longing to come to you.”

We are also not
told what “some fruit among you also,” meant here. Since those at
Rome were already believers, then it obviously did not refer to
their receiving God’s salvation, since they already were saved; but
it could mean that from his being among them, more people there who
did not personally know God might become believers, especially
after being among them and in instructing them on how to share
their faith, by sharing the gospel of God’s Son with them. In this
way fruit would be coming to God through them also.

That the latter
may be the case here seems clear from what we then read at Romans
1:14,15, as being another reason why the apostle Paul had the
God-given desire to visit these believers in Rome, as we there
read, “[14] I am under obligation both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. [15] So, for my
part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in
Rome.” As we see from these verses, the apostle Paul was “eager
to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome,” not so that
these would be saved, for they already were, but rather – as we
especially see from verse 1:14 – there were “Greeks and barbarians”
there in Rome among the believers, and these needed to hear the
gospel of God’s Son, so that these others also might be saved.

When God speaks
of “Greeks” here, He speaks of those Gentiles in Rome who knew the
Greek language, while the “barbarians” were those Gentiles who did
not. And when He spoke of the “wise,” He was making reference to
those who were learned among the Gentiles, in contrast to the
“foolish,” as those who were unlearned. So when the apostle Paul is
led of God to say, “I am under obligation,” he is indicating that
his call from God on his life, and then being sent out as an
apostle to preach the gospel of God’s Son, was intended to include
the whole of the human race, leaving none out, no matter what they
might have been regarded as, humanly speaking, in this world.

Romans 1:16,17, God
now letting us know the importance that He places on the gospel

God has already
made known at verse 1:3 and verse 1:9 that the gospel, as His good
news to mankind, centered on disclosing all He has done for mankind
through His Son during the four ages to time – especially His death
at the cross as payment due the sins of a sinful human race, His
burial, and His resurrection from the dead the third day, noting 1
Corinthians 15:1-4. And now at Romans 1:16,17, God leads the
apostle Paul to disclose the importance to God of the gospel and to
every person, who by God’s grace and power comes to believe it for
the saving of one’s soul, as we now there read, “[16] For I am
not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation
to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
[17] For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to
faith; as it is written, "But the righteous man shall live by
faith."”

And so, we see
from verse 1:16 that no believer should ever be ashamed to share
God’s good news of His Son, and what He has done for the human race
at His first coming from Heaven to earth, simply because that
gospel is God’s ONLY MEANS of saving lost sinners, as those who
upon hearing that gospel and believing it, receive from God the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life with Him, in short, the saving
of their soul (Acts 4:12; 13:48)!

That gospel is
“the power of God for salvation” simply because God designed this
in such a way that in one who is earmarked of God for salvation in
time (noting 2 Thessalonians 2:13,14), and when that day has
arrived, The Holy Spirit takes that gospel that an unbeliever has
heard and applies it to the heart and mind and enables that person
to believe, and in believing one is saved; meaning that one is now
indwelt of God’s Holy Spirit, Who in coming into one’s human spirit
cleanses from all sins ever committed against God since the age of
accountability – that being when as a young child one comes to know
right from wrong, that is, good from evil, and chooses the wrong,
thereby becoming personally accountable to God for that sin – and
now starts to impart God’s own righteous life for that person to
live by as now a child of God in salvation!

Then when God
adds at verse 1:16 here, “to the Jew first and also to the Greek,”
He is simply indicating that God’s good news first came to the
Jewish race; for when God’s eternally-existing Son came to take on
the body that His Father had prepared for Him in the womb of a
virgin named Mary (Matthew 1:18-25; Hebrews 10:5), that virgin was
of the nation of Israel, which meant that God’s Son was born of
that race. And so, in God’s wisdom, He wanted the Jewish race to
hear the gospel of His Son first, for this was not only the race
that God’s Son had been born into, but it was also the leadership
of the Jewish race that rejected God’s Son and turned Him over to
the Romans in order to have Him crucified, and thereby rid
themselves of Him!

Let us note
what God discloses at Acts 3:13-15,17-21,25,26 in Peter’s second
sermon to the nation of Israel, after the start of the present
third age with the coming of The Holy Spirit to indwell the
believers of earth, as we see at Acts 2:1-4 , “[13] The God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His
servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned in the
presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. [14] But
you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to
be granted to you, [15] but put to death the Prince of life, the
one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are
witnesses… [17] And now, brethren, I know that you acted in
ignorance, just as your rulers did also. [18] But the things which
God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His
Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. [19] Therefore repent
and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; [20]
and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, [21] whom
heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things
about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from
ancient time… [25] IT IS TO YOU who are the sons of the prophets
and of the covenant which God made with your fathers, saying to
Abraham, 'And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be
blessed.' [26] FOR YOU FIRST, God raised up His Servant and SENT
HIM TO BLESS YOU by turning every one of you from your wicked
ways."

Then when God
adds, ”and also to the Greek,” He is here using the word “Greek” to
indicate all Gentiles of the nations of the earth, as those who are
non-Jews. This is clear from what we also see from Acts 1:8, where
God indicates how His gospel would be given and believed in the
world, there reading, “but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you (as what happened at Acts 2:1-4); and you
shall be My witnesses (in sharing the gospel of God’s Son) both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest
part of the earth."

And so, as we
then see occur in the book of Acts in fulfillment of Acts 1:8, the
gospel was first preached at Jerusalem, as we see Peter do at Acts
2, with the result that many were saved (Acts 2:42) and the first
local church was established at Jerusalem. Then at Acts 8 and 9,
after a persecution had broken out in Jerusalem, the believers were
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria, and as a result of this,
the gospel was also preached to these areas (Acts 8:4), with local
churches then beginning to be established in these areas also (Acts
8:14,25). And then at Acts 10, we see Peter being led of God to
bring the gospel to the Gentiles, and from then on in the book of
Acts, we see God leading the apostle Paul, in particular, as the
apostle to the Gentiles, bringing the gospel of God’s Son to the
Gentile nations of the then known world!

Then when God
continues at Romans 1:17 and there says, “in it,” that is, in the
gospel, as the good news message of His Son, “the righteousness of
God is revealed,” He is speaking here of the fact that when one,
who is an unbeliever, hears that gospel and believes, one receives
God’s own righteous life to now live by, which is here termed
“God’s righteousness.”

God has
revealed Himself in His word as being Righteous (Psalm 11:7; 112:4:
119:137; 145:17; John 17:25), which means He is right in all He
thinks, says, and does! And when He gives one eternal life at
salvation, it is His own righteous life, that is, His
righteousness, which He imparts through His Son by The Holy Spirit
to one’s human spirit, so that one can henceforth live by God’s
righteousness, that is, live the same righteous life that God ever
lives! One then continues receiving God’s righteous life to live by
as long as one lives with no known unconfessed sins in one’s life,
which is the way we all began our new life with God at salvation,
by having had all our previous sins cleansed, as The Holy Spirit
first came to indwell, as we believed God’s gospel of His Son, as a
work of His grace and power alone!

Then God goes
on at Romans 1:17 and adds, “from faith to faith,” indicating that
the whole of the Christian life after the moment of one’s salvation
is by faith. In other words, we began that new life by believing
the good news message that God gave regarding His Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ, and we continue receiving God’s righteous life to
live by as we continue to live by faith, and not by sight (2
Corinthians 5:6,7), as we used to live before coming to know God in
salvation. And so, our new life with God is now by faith in God, in
terms of simply trusting God to continue doing all He has purposed
to do in us and through us in having saved us in the first place
(noting Philippians 1:6 with verse 2:13)!

This is exactly
what God is disclosing when He goes on to add in the rest of verse
1:17, here quoting from Habakkuk 2:4, “But the righteous man shall
live by faith.” What God is indicating here is that the one who is
now seen in God’s sight as being righteous, in that one is now
receiving God’s own righteous life (righteousness) to live by, then
one is to continue living by faith in God in order to continue
receiving God’s own righteous life to live by. For the one who does
not do so is reverting to living by sight, that is, by the flesh,
by one’s own power coming from one’s sinful nature. In other words,
if one claims to be saved and reverts to living as one did while
yet an unbeliever – and as long as one does so – one is not
pleasing to God and is in fact sinning against God, noting what God
says at Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is
a rewarder of those who seek Him,” and also James 1:17, “Therefore,
to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him
it is sin.”

Romans 1:18-20, God is
here making mankind aware that His wrath is already being revealed
toward unbelievers of earth who willingly choose to suppress the
truth of God in order to continue in their sinfulness!

As God
continues, we see from Romans 1:18-23 that He warns mankind in
unbelief that His wrath is already being revealed against all those
who willingly choose to reject His revealed truth in order to
continue in their sinful lifestyle! Let us therefore note what God
says at Romans 1:18,19 to begin with here, “[18] For the wrath
of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
[19] because that which is known about God is evident within them;
for God made it evident to them.”

The “wrath of
God” here is to be seen as God’s righteous anger against human
beings who willingly reject God and His righteousness. We should
also note that ungodliness starts with one refusing God Himself,
and then results in a refusal to ever walk with God, which
therefore means no desire to serve Him, as He intended it for His
human creation. Having done so then leads unbelievers to live in
unrighteousness in this world, so that all they think, do, and say
in this world is sin in God’s sight, because the source of that
life by which they live is their sinful nature, and not from
God!

One is under
God’s wrath for being ungodly and unrighteous, but even more so
when one works to prevent others from knowing the truth of God as
revealed in His word. God’s Son denounced all such persons in
unbelief while on earth at His first coming from Heaven to earth,
as we see at Luke 11:52, “Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken
away the key of knowledge; you yourselves did not enter, and you
hindered those who were entering."

God gives one
good reason at verse 1:19 for why His wrath is being revealed from
Heaven against those of earth who willingly choose to turn away
from God so to live sinful lives while on earth, which is the fact
that what is knowable about God has been made known to every human
being born into this world, because God made it known “within” the
first man Adam at the original creation, in order that Adam, and
the human race descended from him, might realize through one’s
natural faculties what God is like and that He is good, after being
born into this world, and without supernatural revelation.

What we need to
keep in mind is that the “within” God has in view here is the
conscience, which all human beings have as part of the soul. What
this means then is that the first light that God gave to every
human being coming into this world through a physical birth is THE
LIGHT OF CONSCIENCE, in terms of giving every human being a
consciousness of good and evil.

For Adam, that
consciousness of good and evil in his conscience did not occur
until he and Eve sinned the first sin against God to enter the
human race, as we see at Genesis 3:6. Until then, Adam was sinless,
being still in innocence! After knowing good and evil, however,
Adam incurred a sinful nature, which was then passed on to the
whole of the human race through the male by way of the female in
conception of a child.

However, for
all human beings entering this world through a physical birth
afterwards, who have all inherited that sinful nature from Adam,
each one is sinless in God’s sight, being still in innocence, which
is the case until a young child reaches the age of accountability,
which is the age known only to God, at which one first comes to
know good and evil, and in choosing the evil, one’s sinful nature
is activated and one goes from a state of innocence to a state of
being a sinner before God, having just personally committed one’s
first sin against Him. It is also at this point that one’s
conscience becomes active, because one now has the knowledge of
good and evil that God placed in the soul of every human being when
God created Adam, as the first male of the whole of the human
race!

And since this
is so, then God goes on at Romans 1:20 and now adds, “For since
the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood
through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”
In other words, by one’s human faculties God gave to all mankind in
Adam at the original creation, one has no excuse before God for not
realizing in one’s conscience that there is a God, when one looks
at the natural world as God originally created it!

And even though
God’s attributes, relating to His character as an Eternal and
Divine Being, are invisible to human beings; nevertheless, “His
eternal power and divine nature” have been clearly demonstrated
through the natural world that is there for all to see, which means
that all human beings are without excuse who then continue to live
as if there was no God. On all such the wrath of God remains and is
justified whenever it comes for now they are also rejecting THE
LIGHT OF CREATON!

Let us note
here what God tells us at Psalm 19:1-4a, “[1] The heavens are
telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the
work of His hands. [2] Day to day pours forth speech, and night to
night reveals knowledge. [3] There is no speech, nor are there
words; their voice is not heard. [4] Their line has gone out
through all the earth, and their utterances to the end of the
world,” and also at Job 12:7-9, “[7] But now ask the beasts, and
let them teach you; and the birds of the heavens, and let them tell
you. [8] Or speak to the earth, and let it teach you; and let the
fish of the sea declare to you. [9] Who among all these does not
know that the hand of the Lord has done this…” As we see from these
verses, it is only human beings, now indwelt of a sinful nature,
who turn away from God’s light of creation that He gave for all
creation to see!

Romans 1:21-32, God
now making known to mankind that there are consequences for
rejecting Him and His truth while on earth, consequences that not
only affect those in unbelief in this present life, but also for
all eternity to come!

While God is
Good, Loving, and altogether Righteous; nevertheless He is a Judge,
Who does not leave unpunished those who refuse to acknowledge Him
and His truth during their stay on earth. And so, now at Romans
1:21-32, God goes on to show mankind THE CONSEQUENCES that will
come for rejecting Him and His truth when one had the opportunity
to believe in Him and be saved from His wrath. Here we see God go
through a series of FOUR DOWNWARD SPIRALS that mankind in unbelief
go through as part of His judgment while on earth.

God makes THE
FIRST DOWNWARD SPIRAL known to unbelievers of this world at Romans
1:21-23, when He there says, “[21] For even though they knew
God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
[22] Professing to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged
the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of
corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling
creatures.”

Here we see,
beginning at verse 1:21 and based on what God has just finished
saying at verses 1:19,20, that even though unbelievers of this
world knew in their conscience that there is a God, Who is good,
based on the natural world around them that they can see which is
in itself good; nevertheless, instead of honoring Him by believing
in Him, so as to receive His free gift of eternal life, or even
pausing to give thanks to Him for physical life in this world and
for all they see about them, they freely chose to go on in their
meaningless and sinful way of life through their vain reasoning
about the world, because “their foolish heart was darkened” as part
of God’s judgment of them on their downward spiral toward hell that
they are now on!

As then we see
at verses 1:22,23, instead of recognizing the error of their ways,
unbelievers in their sinful pride profess to be wise in themselves
instead, and therefore become fools in God’s sight! In the process
of doing this, they are unknowingly exchanging the glory of God,
Who is immortal by virtue of never being subject to decay or death,
for a mere image of idols instead, in one form or another of God’s
creation, that will decay and die, such as “man and birds and
four-footed animals and crawling creatures.” In other words, when
mankind in unbelief rejects God, then the object of their worship
starts out being idols in the likeness of mankind, worsening with
time, so that they end up worshipping the devil himself!

Then God goes
on to reveal A SECOND DOWNWARD SPIRAL at Romans 1:24,25 that occurs
to unbelievers of this world who consciously reject Him, noting
what we now there read, “[24] Therefore God gave them over in
the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would
be dishonored among them. [25] For they exchanged the truth of God
for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”

As a
consequence of what unbelievers of this world do, as we have just
seen from verses 1:21-23, God now discloses at verse 1:24 that He
“gave them over,” in the sense of letting unbelievers go on
willingly living out of their sinful nature without God restraining
them, so that they now do what their sinful hearts wants to do,
which is live impure lives, thereby bringing dishonor among
themselves in what they do! Since God is Holy and without sin, this
means the life that He ever lives is pure in all He thinks, says,
and does. However, when unbelievers reject God, this means that all
they can live are lives that are opposite to what God is, which are
impure lives, which are lives that only other unbelievers will
approve of!

When God then
says at verse 1:25, “For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie
(literally ‘the lie’), and worshipped and served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever,” He is bringing us
back to the time of Adam and Eve, when they first sinned against
God, as we see at Genesis 3:6. For what happened at that time, as
we see at Genesis 3:1-5, is that Adam and Eve sided with Satan, the
devil, who came to them in the form of a serpent (noting Revelation
12:9), and led them into sin, which means they turned from the
truth that God had told them (noting Genesis 2:16,17) and instead
believed the lie of the devil (Genesis 3:1-5), thereby willingly
turning to serve the devil instead of God!

And since the
whole of the human race is descended from Adam and Eve, and since
the whole of the human race has sinned against God from the age of
accountability onward, then God can say at verse 1:25 that “they,”
the human race in unbelief, “exchanged the truth of God for a lie,”
coming from the devil, and so ended up worshipping and serving “the
creature,” that is, the devil, who is a fallen, created angelic
being, “rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.” With God
adding His “Amen,” as what is true forever, He indeed being The
Creator of all, Who alone deserves to be worshipped and served!

At Romans
1:26,27, we then have God’s THIRD DOWNWARD SPIRAL, as part of His
wrath against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of mankind in
unbelief, where God now says, “[26] For this reason God gave
them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the
natural function for that which is unnatural, [27] and in the same
way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and
burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing
indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of
their error.”

When God starts
off at verse 1:26 and says, “For this reason,” He is making
reference back to verse 1:25, in terms of the human race having
willingly sided with the devil instead of God, by believing the
devil’s lie instead of God’s truth, and because of that, God now
says that His wrath is further being revealed from Heaven by the
fact that “God gave them over to degrading passions,” that is, to
passionate evil desires that only dishonors and disgraces those who
partake.

From what God
goes on to say in the rest of verse 1:26 and at verse 1:27 here, it
is clear that God is making reference to homosexuality, so that
when He speaks of women exchanging “the natural function for that
which is unnatural,” He is speaking of women in unbelief, who, as
part of God’s judgment on them for having rejected Him and His
truth, have been given over by God to one’s willing desire for
one’s sexual needs to be met by another woman, rather than in the
way intended by God, which would be for one’s sexual needs to be
met by one’s husband in marriage, as what God instituted, noting 1
Corinthians 7:3,4. When God says He “gave over,” this means He will
no longer restrain!

And when God
continues at verse 1:27 and says, “In the same way,” He now goes on
to mention the males of the species, and is now very specific in
what He means when He states, “the men abandoned the natural
function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one
another, men with men committing indecent acts,” with God then
concluding with the statement, “and receiving in their own persons
the due penalty of their error,” in reference to His wrath being
shown to both men and women in unbelief, who have willingly chosen
to reject Him and His truth, and who are now receiving the just
penalty for their error, which is of knowingly and willingly
forsaking the path of God. Because that is so, then these have been
given over by God to that downward spiral, which is one step closer
to the fire of hell, which already burns below the surface of this
present earth (Deuteronomy 32:22)!

What should be
clear to all here is that homosexuality, as a personal lifestyle
choice of a sexual partner of the same sex, has never been what men
and women have been born with, in terms of having such an
orientation at birth into this world. God makes it crystal clear
here that such behavior, which is a sin in His sight, is the result
of His judgment, as an expression of His wrath, for one having
knowingly and willingly rejected Him and His truth!

What should
also be observed here is that this judgment only comes as part of
God’s third downward spiral, so that presumably God gives
unbelievers an opportunity for one to repent and come to faith in
Him before He gives a person over to such degrading sins! But even
though this spiral is a slippery slope, the way to God is always
open until God shuts that door forever!

And then when
we come to the FOURTH DOWNWARD SPIRAL at Romans 1:28-32, we will
now not only see a further demonstration of God’s wrath being
revealed from Heaven against the ungodliness and unrighteousness of
mankind in unbelief, but now we will also see the END of the
downward spirals, so that those unbelievers for whom what God now
says here is applicable, there is no remedy, in that these have now
sealed their fate in this life and are now on their way to a lost
eternity, away from God’s Presence forever!

So let us note
what God says at Romans 1:28 to begin with, “And just as they
did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over
to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper…”
Here we see that God gives a contrast between what unbelievers end
up doing and what God ends up doing in response! So just as
unbelievers reach the point in their lives of never even having a
thought for God in their minds, so God in turn gives these same
unbelievers over to a “depraved mind,” in the sense of these having
now failed the test of God in this life, in having reached this
fourth downward spiral, and are now rejected by Him, so that all
that is left for these unbelievers to do while on earth are “those
things which are not proper,” that is, things that they well know
are ungodly and unrighteous, as things that God would never approve
of!

We then see
from Romans 1:29-31 that God gives us a list of “those things which
are not proper,” which unbelievers undergoing this fourth downward
spiral will now be seen doing due to having been given over by God
to a “depraved mind,” in terms of being left by God to the sinful
lifestyle that is devoid of any restraint from God, which these
unbelievers have freely chosen to engage in, noting what we now
there read, which is not a pretty picture, “[29] being filled
with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, [30] slanderers,
haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents, [31] without understanding, untrustworthy,
unloving, unmerciful…”

In looking at
this list, every word appears to be self-explanatory and therefore
understandable without further elaboration, in terms of needing to
define certain terms (except possibly the word “insolent,” which
refers to ‘a violent person’). There are four observations that we
should make, however, regarding what we see here. The first is when
God says here that these unbelievers are “filled with all…,” which
now indicates that these are being filled to the brim of the sinful
actions that God then goes on to list, with this here being a clear
indication that there is now no longer any restraint from God on
these unbelievers, in terms of letting these go on doing what their
now “depraved mind” wants to do, although still acting within the
Sovereignty of God, in terms of God still limiting the extent of
their evil, or else these unbelievers would be seeking to kill all
the believers they know!

The second
observation we can make here is that these unbelievers are “haters
of God.” What this means is that this fact not only seals their
fate, since Heaven is God’s eternal and uncreated abode, reserved
for those who love Him, but this fact also shows that these would
have, during their lifetime on earth so far, rejected the light of
conscience, the light of creation, and the light of God’s
revelation of Himself through His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ!

The third
observation is that we are told here that these unbelievers are
“inventors of evil,” which means that these not only live sinful
lifestyles that deserve the wrath of God that would end in their
being in hell forever, but they also go out of their way to find
new ways of not only sinning, but of actually doing evil! Then the
fourth observation that we should note is being told that some are
“disobedient to parents,” which means that not all those included
in this fourth downward spiral are adults, but rather, we see here
that some of them are still children living under their parent’s
roof!

I can somewhat
personally identify with this for when I was ten my mother had told
us children, in pointing to a picture of Jesus on the wall, that we
needed to be good, because Jesus was watching us. Since I loved my
mother and wanted to obey her, I tried to be good. But as we will
see when we come to Romans 7, we all have a sinful nature, and even
though we might want to do good, that sinful nature can only do
what is sinful. So one day I just gave up trying to be good and put
up my two little fists towards Heaven and told God, in language
laced with all the profanity and swear words that I knew, to stay
out of my life! I am just thankful, of course, that God had mercy
upon my soul and did extend His grace towards me twenty years
later, when He saved my soul! Praise be to God for that day!

Then we see
from Romans 1:32 that these unbelievers, who have reached this
fourth downward spiral, no longer have a return path to God open to
them, based on what we read here, “and although they know the
ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of
death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to
those who practice them.” We already knew from the second and
third observations above that these unbelievers were sealing their
own coffins with nails, but now we see God Himself disclose to us
that these are without any remedy being possible, as they not only
knowingly do the things that they know deserve the penalty of death
at God’s Hands, but they further seal their own fate by giving
hearty approval to those who join them in their total rejection of
God and of His truth, by what they practice day in and day out! The
picture that God paints here is of people who thumb their nose at
God and taunt Him to act against them through their sinful
lifestyle! It is as if these are saying to God, “If there is a God,
here, take this and this and this!

In the end, all
unbelievers that will be in hell will be those who during time were
given the opportunity through the light of conscience, through the
light of God’s creation, and the light of God’s revelation, to come
to personally know God, but instead freely chose to reject Him and
His truth in order to do what they knowingly were aware was sinful!
What this means is that at that point God will simply have given
them over to their own free choice!










ROMANS CHAPTER
TWO

Verses 1 to 29

Romans 2:1-11, God
wants all mankind to know that there is no partiality with Him, in
that He treats all human beings alike, based on how they live while
on earth!

As God
continues into the second chapter of His letter to the Romans
through the apostle Paul, He now wants all mankind to know, by what
He now says at Romans 2:1-11, that there is no partiality with Him,
in that He treats all human beings alike, based on how they live
while on earth, noting to begin with what we read at Romans 2:1,2,
“[1] Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes
judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn
yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. [2] And we
know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice
such things.”

Since there
were no chapter and verse divisions when God originally gave
mankind this letter through the apostle Paul, this means that when
God goes on here, He is still making reference at verse 2:1 to
verse 2:11 to what He has just finished saying in the previous
verses of chapter one, starting at verse 1:18 and going on to verse
1:32, regarding the unbelievers of this world. And so, when God
says at verse 2:1 here, “Therefore, you have no excuse, everyone of
you who passes judgment,” He is pointing out – to believers and
unbelievers alike – that what God has disclosed at verses 1:18-32
regarding the unbelievers of this world was not disclosed for one
to stand in judgment over them with! In other words, God did not
disclose what He did as fodder to feed the judgmental attitude of
those who might believe that this was not true in their own
lives!

For as God goes
on to point out here in the rest of verse 2:1, “for in that which
you judge another, you condemn yourself, for you who judge practice
such things.” There are two truths that God wants all human beings
to know here. The first is that the act of judgment itself, that
one applies to another, arises out of the fact that one is seeing
others do the very thing that one practices, but is too blind to
see that one is actually practicing the very thing that one is
condemning in others! The only time that this is not true of a
person is when one reads of God’s judgment on the unbelievers
mentioned at Romans 1:18-32 and does not condemn such persons, in
terms of standing in judgment of them!

God gives us a
prime example of how blind one can be in this matter in the account
of king David of Israel, who as a believer committed adultery with
Bathsheba and then had her husband killed, noting what He discloses
to us at 2 Samuel 12:1-9,13a, where we read, “[1] Then the Lord
sent Nathan to David. And he came to him and said, "There were two
men in one city, the one rich
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