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Dedication

			To

			 

			All seekers of the real truth—

			Who believe that reason, rightly guided,

			Is not an enemy of faith but,

			Its most faithful partner.
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Author’s Note

			The journey of this book has been both intellectual and spiritual—a convergence of faith, reason, and personal experience. Commonsense Ways of Understanding the Truths about Christianity was born out of years of contemplation upon the enduring tension between belief and rationality, between revelation and science, and between the idealism of faith and the pragmatism of human living.

			As a lifelong student of the sciences and a witness to the workings of divine providence in history and nature, I have long sought to reconcile the world of observable facts with the world of unseen truths. The Christian faith, I have discovered, does not retreat from inquiry—it refines it. Every sincere question, pursued in humility, leads us closer to the infinite wisdom of the Creator.

			This work is therefore not a theological treatise alone, but a meditation upon how commonsense—our God-given faculty of reason—can guide us to apprehend the truth of Christianity in a world often clouded by skepticism and moral confusion. It draws upon Scripture, scientific reasoning, history, and lived experience to affirm that faith and reason are not rivals, but partners in humanity’s search for truth.

			If these reflections lead the reader to a clearer confidence in Christ, or to a more profound respect for the rational foundations of faith, then my purpose is fulfilled.
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Preface

			Christianity stands unique among the world’s religions as both a revelation of divine truth and a rational framework for understanding existence. From its inception, it has invited the mind to think and the heart to believe—to unite the moral intuition of the soul with the empirical observation of the world.

			In recent centuries, the rise of scientific knowledge, technological mastery, and cultural pluralism has often obscured this harmony. Many have come to see faith as the refuge of the simple-minded, and science as the domain of the enlightened. Yet, the enduring witness of both Scripture and history tells another story. The greatest scientists and philosophers—Newton, Pascal, Mendel, Kepler, and many others—perceived their discoveries not as challenges to God but as glimpses into His eternal order.

			This book, Commonsense Truth about Christianity, seeks to restore that lost conversation between faith and intellect. It demonstrates that the Christian worldview, when approached through sanctified reason, yields an understanding that is both morally sound and intellectually satisfying. Each chapter examines a facet of this truth—from the revelation of God in nature, to the shaping of civilization by Christian principles, to the moral struggles of the modern believer amidst relativism and spiritual decline.

			The aim is neither to prove Christianity by mere logic nor to reduce it to philosophy, but to show that belief in God is profoundly consistent with the best reasoning of the human mind and the deepest yearnings of the human heart. In this sense, “Commonsense Truth About Christianity” is not a simplification, but the rediscovery of a faith that is rational, moral, and true.

			May this work inspire both believers and seekers to look again upon the faith of Christ with renewed understanding—and to see, beyond the noise of the age, the light of divine truth shining still upon the human mind and soul.

			 

			Dominic Ita-Johnson 
[a,k,a Dominic Johnson Udoh, Ph.D.]

			drdjudoh@yahoo.com
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Chapter One

			CONSIDERATION OF THE DOUBTS ABOUT GOD’S EXISTENCE

			1.1 Introduction and general issues

			It is self-evident that the human person, as the apex of created rational life, can apprehend intuitively that he or she belongs to a life-system that transcends the purely physical body. The innate capacities to reason and to respond to immaterial or non-sensory stimuli—capacities that inform conscience, aesthetic appreciation, moral judgement and the search for meaning—constitute prima facie evidence that humankind did not arise solely from blind chance. Living organisms universally exhibit structures and functions of such complexity and integrative order that it is implausible to suppose they are the cumulative product of stochastic incidents alone. To maintain that such an intricately ordered system—including the persistent and near-universal human disposition to worship or to seek the divine—came into being by accident is, on philosophical and empirical grounds, problematic.

			Organisms respond to stimuli in law-like ways that admit of empirical description and a posteriori explanation. If the origin of life were a single fortuitous event—an isolated biochemical coincidence that produced the first self-replicating molecule—then, given the temporal and geological span available on Earth, one might reasonably expect similar events to have recurred elsewhere or repeatedly; moreover, alternative chemical systems of life might have arisen in different primordial environments. Paleontological and biochemical evidence, however, invites a more cautious interpretation of origin narratives and encourages inquiry into the nature and limits of purely material explanations for the emergence of life. (Darwin, 1859).

			Denying the testimony given in revelation about God as Creator and Father may therefore be a form of intellectual misdirection. The Creator of the cosmos cannot be exhaustively defined by beings who are products of the created order except insofar as the Creator has made Himself known. Christian tradition affirms that God has disclosed Himself to humanity in multiple ways:

			 

			•through creation (general revelation),

			•through the historical witness of Israel and other peoples,

			•through the inspired and preserved Scriptures (special revelation),

			•through ordinary human experience (private, familial and civic), and

			•through the prophetic witness culminating in the incarnation of Jesus Christ (Gen. 1:1-2; 1:12 - 28; Ps 139:14).

			 

			The human person is properly described as a composite of body, soul and spirit. While the distinction between the body and the non-material aspects is comparatively straightforward, the precise relation between soul and spirit is more elusive and has been articulated differently across theological and philosophical traditions. For our purposes a working distinction will suffice. The soul may be conceived as the nonmaterial power that animates the human brain to express consciousness and personality, thus constituting the mind. It is the dynamic operating force that integrates cognition, feeling, and will, mediating between spirit and bodily life. The spirit, by contrast, is the dimension of the human creature that is most immediately oriented to God. According to Christian theology, it enables the soul to interface with God and with the spiritual realm. Metaphorically, the spirit functions much like apps do in computing systems.

			Another helpful analogy is a car owner (spirit), a chauffeur (soul), and a limousine (body). The owner determines the journey’s purpose; the chauffeur bears responsibility for alertness, skill, and on-the-road decisions. The comfort and quality of travel depend on the limousine’s make and capabilities. An assumption here is that the three components know that they are intimately and fatefully related and together need to contribute their best in offering holistic care to the physical wellbeing, mental state and spiritual formation of the whole person of whose components they are. These images illuminate aspects of the truth but ultimately fall short of the mystery they seek to render.

			God willed personal relationships with humanity, having created human persons out of love (cf. Ps. 139:14). This divine intent explains the endowment of beauty, artistic sensibility and a capacity for religious longing. The Holy Spirit, the divine presence that indwells and vivifies believers, is the means by which human spirit and soul are renewed and raised toward eternal communion with God. God’s revelation is patient and provident; the Christian tradition holds that, in the economy of salvation, God sent the Lord Jesus Christ to redeem a fallen humanity (Prothero, 2018).

			Some minds, however, remain persuaded by reductive naturalistic reconstructions of origins and by speculative extrapolations that supplant theological explanation. Yet the plurality of religious witness, the intelligibility of the cosmos, and certain features of the natural order invite the hypothesis of purposive creation. The biblical account affirms God’s creative action:

			“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1–2), and repeatedly declares the goodness of the created order (Gen. 1:12, 21). A theological reading of geological and palaeobiological phenomena understands long epochs, tectonic activity, and climatic change as historical processes within God’s providential governance rather than as purely random catastrophes devoid of meaning (Rudwick, 2008).

			The sedimentary burial of extensive prehistoric forests and organic matter, later transformed under heat and pressure into coal, petroleum and other fossil fuels, may be read theologically as one example of God’s provision for human societies that would develop technologically and economically over long-time horizons. From a scientific perspective, the formation of hydrocarbons is explained by geological processes—sedimentation, burial, thermal maturation and tectonic deformation—operating over geological time. Interpreting these processes theologically does not substitute for scientific explanation but situates such phenomena within a teleological framework of providence and stewardship (Selly et al., 2005).

			Similarly, large-scale faunal extinctions and the disappearance of megafauna can be understood as part of the earth’s dynamic history—events that restructured ecosystems and prepared the planet for the later flourishing of human-suitable climates and habitats. Whether by gradual change, by catastrophic perturbation, or by a combination of processes, the fossil record attests to both continuity and discontinuity in the history of life. The doctrine of creation does not require that one deny observable relationships among species; indeed, evolutionary theory is an indispensable tool for characterizing relationships, phylogenies and the diversification of life. Yet, from a theistic standpoint, the existence of natural laws and of historical sequences is compatible with purposeful causality: purpose belongs to the Maker, not to the made (Mayr, 2001; Gould, 2002).

			Finally, in the language of physics, material forms and energies are interconvertible—Einstein’s mass–energy relation (E = mc²) (Einstein, 1923) famously establishes that mass can be expressed as energy. If material reality is contingent upon a deeper source of being, then the ultimate origin of the cosmos and of the energies it manifests lies beyond any merely immanent account. The Christian conviction is that God, who sustains all energy and being, is incommensurate with created space and time; His presence is communicated to creation by projection and participation rather than by full ontological commingling. The Holy Spirit’s action in the world is thus analogous to an indwelling presence that empowers and vivifies created persons while remaining ontologically transcendent (McGrath, 1999).

			1.2 Some selected themes usually advanced to dispute the existence and role of God

			1.2.1 General considerations on the rejection of God

			Atheists and rationalists contest the very existence of God, insisting upon empirical and scientific evidence that could unambiguously disclose the reality of such a transcendent being. They contend that religious texts are replete with inconsistencies and contradictions, which obscure rather than reveal the divine; if God wished to be known, His direct self-disclosure would, they argue, settle all disputes. Furthermore, atheists maintain that religion is not the sole custodian of moral truth, since alternative philosophical and cultural systems have also generated coherent ethical frameworks (Kant, 1998; Nietzsche, 1994).

			Atheism itself admits of many gradations

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

	OEBPS/image/Tellwell_Black.png
teII_we_II%





cover.jpeg
COMMONSENSE
[RUTH ABOUT
CﬂRLSTI I1Y

-Challen e

h‘

Unbelievers and Backsliders

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO





OEBPS/image/1.png
COMMONSENSE
TRUTH ABOUT
CHRISTIANITY





