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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  tested yourself

•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes.



You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam. The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Key quotes

Quotations from key sources are provided to aid your understanding of important concepts.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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My revision planner

OCR GCSE (9–1) RELIGIOUS STUDIES
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1.1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings
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Topic 1.1.4 The role and purpose of human beings

Topic 1.1.5 Different and divergent interpretations of the Genesis creation story

Topic 1.1.6 The problem of evil and suffering and a loving and righteous God

Topic 1.1.7 Jesus Christ

Topic 1.1.8 The role and importance of Jesus’ teachings and life as an example for Christians
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Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a Christian perspective

3  Relationships and families

Topic 3.1 The role and purpose of families

Topic 3.2 Marriage

Topic 3.3 Other types of sexual relationships

Topic 3.4 Contraception

Topic 3.5 When relationships end

Topic 3.6 Roles of men and women

Topic 3.7 Equality

Topic 3.8 Gender prejudice and discrimination

Exam practice

4  The existence of God

Topic 4.1 Christian understandings of God

Topic 4.2 Christian beliefs and views on God as good

Topic 4.3 God and human suffering

Topic 4.4 The design argument

Topic 4.5 The first cause argument

Topic 4.6 The moral argument

Topic 4.7 God revealed through the Bible

Topic 4.8 God revealed through Jesus Christ

Topic 4.9 God revealed through miracles

Topic 4.10 God revealed through other people

Topic 4.11 Forms of religious experience

Exam practice

5  Religion, peace and conflict

Topic 5.1 Violence

Topic 5.2 Terrorism

Topic 5.3 Just war and holy war

Topic 5.4 Christian attitudes to warfare

Topic 5.5 Pacifism and working for peace

Topic 5.6 Forgiveness and reconciliation

Topic 5.7 Social justice
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6  Dialogue between religious and non-religious beliefs and attitudes

Topic 6.1 Christianity in Britain

Topic 6.2 Religion in public life

Topic 6.3 Secularisation

Topic 6.4 Clashes between religion, tradition and secular law

Topic 6.5 Christian attitudes towards each other and other groups

Topic 6.6 Inter-faith dialogue

Topic 6.7 Christianity and non-religious world views
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Now test yourself answers at
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes


Marking grids

It is important to know the structure of the exam paper and the type of questions that will be asked. You should consider the number of marks allocated to each question, as this will help you understand how much time to spend on your answer.

For the higher mark questions it is important to look at the marking grids to help you understand what is required for each of the mark bands.

You should use these marking grids when answering the questions in the Exam practice boxes throughout this book, though do note that the exam advice provided is the work of the authors and has not been checked or verified by OCR.

Beliefs and teachings & Practices – Christianity and Islam

(d) questions – 6 marks
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(e) questions – 15 marks
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Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a Christian perspective

(b) questions – 6 marks


	Level
(Mark)
	AO1

	3
(5-6)
	
A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:


•  Good understanding of the question shown by appropriate selection of religious knowledge

•  Selection of appropriate sources of wisdom and authority with detail and/or developed explanation

•  Good knowledge and understanding of different viewpoints within Christianity

•  Good knowledge and understanding of the influence on individuals, communities and societies

•  Good knowledge and understanding of the breadth and/or depth of the issues




	2
(3-4)
	
An adequate but under-developed demonstration of knowledge and/or understanding in response to the question:


•  Adequate understanding of the question shown by some use of religious knowledge

•  Selection of appropriate sources of wisdom and authority with superficial explanation and/or description

•  Adequate knowledge and understanding of different viewpoints within Christianity

•  Adequate knowledge and understanding of the influence on individuals, communities and societies

•  Adequate but underdeveloped knowledge and understanding of the breadth and/or depth of issues




	1
(1-2)
	
Limited/weak demonstration of knowledge and/or understanding in response to the question:


•  Limited understanding of the question shown by factual errors or generalised responses with little connection to the question

•  Points may be listed and/or lacking in relevant detail related to the issues

•  Weak knowledge understanding of different viewpoints within Christianity

•  Weak knowledge and understanding of the influence on individuals, communities and societies




	0
(0)
	
No response or no response worthy of credit




(c) questions – 6 marks
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(d) questions – 15 marks
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Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go


•  Start by looking at the specification – make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner to familiarise yourself with the topics.

•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.

•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.

•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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2–6 weeks to go


•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, key quotes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.

•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.

•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.

•  Look at sample papers and past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go


•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire sample or past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.

•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.

•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination


•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, key quotes and key terms.

•  Check the time and place of your examination.

•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.

•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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My exams

J625/06 Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a Christian perspective

Date:

Time:

Location:

J625/01 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings & Practices

Date:

Time:

Location:

J625/02 Islam: Beliefs and teachings & Practices

Date:

Time:

Location:
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Section 1.1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings

Topic 1.1.1 The nature of God

Christians believe the following about the nature of God:


•  Christianity is a monotheistic religion because it teaches that there is only one God.

•  This God is eternal, which means that God is outside of time, he is without a beginning or end.

•  He is omniscient, knowing everything. He is able to see the whole of time past, the present and the future.

•  Existing outside of time and space means that he is transcendent, that is to say he is above all created things.

•  God is also immanent, acting in human history throughout all ages.

•  In acting in this way God is able to demonstrate his benevolence towards humans as well as, at times, his judgement.

•  Christians understand God to be personal. In the Bible God is often shown to be in a relationship with people through prayer, visions and the presence of the Holy Spirit.

•  God is omnipotent; he is all powerful. This means he can do anything logically possible within his nature.

•  Christians believe that God’s perfect nature and omniscience ensure that he is a fair and righteous judge of humans.

•  God sees all that humans do, say and think. He has set rules and provided a perfect example of godly living when he came into the world as Jesus.
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Exam tip

Make sure you can use the correct terms to describe the nature of God – for example, transcendent, omniscient and eternal.
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Although all Christians believe God has these characteristics, different groups of Christians emphasise some more than others. For example, the characteristic of God as judge was strongly favoured by the Church in the 14th and 15th centuries. In recent times, the forgiving and loving characteristics of God are emphasised in some Protestant denominations.
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Now test yourself


1  What does monotheistic mean?

2  Give three characteristics of God.

3  Describe what it is that Christians believe about God’s nature that makes him a fair judge.

4  How do Christians believe God has provided a perfect example of godly living?
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Key quotes

These key quotes can help you describe how Christians view the nature of God:

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.’ (John 3:16–18)

‘You shall have no other gods before me … You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything … You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God … Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.’ (Exodus 20:3–8)
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Topic 1.1.2 The concept of God as a Trinity of persons

Most Christians believe that the Bible presents God as a Holy Trinity, being one God but having three distinct persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.


•  Each of the persons is God and there is only one God.

•  Each person of the Trinity is distinct.

•  All persons of the Trinity are equal – they have the perfect, complete relationship.

•  Each person in the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – fulfils a different role.

•  The Father is often referred to simply as God, and Christians identify the Son as Jesus.

•  Both God the Father and the Holy Spirit are unseen, while Christians believe that Jesus, the Son, was the human form of God who lived on Earth over 2,000 years ago and then returned to heaven.



There are some denominations that think the belief in the Trinity leads to the idea that there is more than one God and puts the monotheism of Christianity in danger. They see it as going against the second of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:3.

Unitarians such as the Christadelphians do not believe in the Trinity.
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Key quotes

These key quotes will help you describe how Christians view the concept of God as a Trinity of persons:

‘And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.’ (John 14:16–17)

‘In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;

rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death –

even death on a cross!’ (Philippians 2:5–8)
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Exam tip

Make sure you are familiar with the teachings in the Nicene Creed and The Apostles’ Creed.
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Now test yourself


1  What is the Holy Trinity?

2  State three Christian beliefs about the Trinity.

3  State two Christian denominations that do not believe in the Trinity.

4  What reasons do some Christians have for not believing in the Trinity?

5  Describe how Philippians 2:5–8 and John 14:16–17 can be used to support the Christian belief in the Trinity.
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Topic 1.1.3 Biblical accounts of creation

In the Bible, God is shown to be the one who brings the world into existence. While there are different interpretations of the creation stories in the Bible, all Christians agree that God caused the universe to exist.

The role of God the Father as creator in Genesis

At the start of the Genesis account of creation, God brings order to chaos. By speaking aloud, God then brings all things into existence, starting with light itself. Over six days, through the power of his word the earth takes form and is filled with plants and creatures.

Everything in creation demonstrates God’s power and purpose. All that God creates is described as ‘good’ and once creation is completed God describes it as ‘very good’.

God also names parts of nature, for example, ‘God called the dry land “Earth”’ (Genesis 1:10). This shows God’s authority over creation.

The final part of God’s creation in Genesis 1 is the creation of humans. Humanity, unlike any other part of creation, is made in the image of God.

The role of the Spirit in Genesis 1 and 2

In Genesis 1 the Spirit is present, ‘hovering over the waters’. This image of the Spirit ‘hovering’ is meant to give the same idea as a bird sitting over a nest of eggs, caring for them to bring them into life. In the same way, the Spirit is preparing to bring life into the world.

When God created Adam, Genesis 2 describes how God ‘breathed into his [Adam’s] nostrils the breath of life’. This description of how God brought Adam to life by his breath can also be translated as spirit. This shows God’s unique relationship with humanity.

The role of the Word in Creation (John 1)

In John 1 the title given to the Son of God is ‘the Word’. The Word is present with God before the world is created, and the Word is God. Through the Word life is given to all things, and without him there would be no life.

The Word becomes flesh when he is incarnated as Jesus and lives on Earth.
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Exam tip

You must be familiar with Genesis 1 and 2 as well as John 1.

[image: ]




[image: ]

Now test yourself


1  Describe the way in which God creates in Genesis 1.

2  How is the creation of humans different to the way God creates the rest of the world?

3  Which passage in the Bible describes the role of the Word in creation?

4  What is the role of the Spirit in creation?

5  State one reason why the role of the Father, the Spirit and the Word in creation is important to Christians.
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Topic 1.1.4 The role and purpose of human beings

Humans are made in the image of God. In Genesis 1:28 God gives humans authority over the earth, to rule over his creation. Humans are also told to ‘be fruitful’, meaning they should have children and populate the earth.

Adam is placed in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and Eve is created as his helper. Adam and Eve have a perfect relationship with God. They are created with the ability to make choices – they possess free will.

God places one rule on them: they must not eat from the tree of ‘the knowledge of good and evil’ (Genesis 2:17).

The Fall

When God places this one rule on Adam and Eve, it is the first law he gives to humanity and it carries with it a punishment if it is broken.

In Genesis 3 Adam and Eve use the free will that God has given them. The serpent, described as ‘crafty’, questions God’s command to Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit of the tree of life. The serpent suggests that God wants to prevent Adam and Eve from gaining the same knowledge as God.

Eve is tempted by the way the fruit looks and the possibility of the greater knowledge that she believes she will gain by eating it. She chooses to eat the fruit and to share some with Adam.

Adam and Eve have now disobeyed God and this disobedience is called sin. This is known as original sin – the first occasion on which mankind disobeyed God.

This event destroys the perfect relationship that had existed between God and humanity. God punishes Adam and Eve for their disobedience and then sends them out from the Garden of Eden.

The Fall is the term used to describe this move of humans out of a perfect relationship with God and into disobedience and a broken relationship.

Many Christians believe that the Fall has affected the entire human race. They believe that every person born since the Fall is affected by this original sin.

Many Christians believe that original sin means that all humans are born out of a relationship with God and in need of his salvation to bring them back into the relationship. Original sin means that unless the price of the sin is paid, a person has no hope of eternal life in heaven with God.
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Now test yourself


1  State the roles given to Adam and Eve by God.

2  What is the rule that God gives to Adam and Eve?

3  What causes Eve to disobey God?

4  Describe the effect of the Fall.
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Topic 1.1.5 Different and divergent interpretations of the Genesis creation story

Christians have different ways of understanding the creation story in Genesis. However, all Christians agree that:


•  God created the universe

•  God acted out of love and goodness – he cares for his creation, even in its broken and sinful state

•  human beings are made in God’s image but are sinful and lack his perfection.



Literal interpretations of Genesis

Some Christians take Genesis 1–3 literally. They believe that the Bible is God’s actual words and that the accounts in this section of Genesis are providing an accurate historical account of the creation of the world and the Fall.

These Christians are taking what is known as a creationist approach. They reject any science that suggests that the world was not made in six days.

Creationists would argue that the world is approximately 5,700 years old. These Christians argue that as the Bible is inspired by God, and as God’s word is infallible, it should be taken as an absolute truth.

Genesis as myth

Many Christians interpret the Genesis accounts as myths. There are many reasons to support the view that these accounts are mythological, including:


•  the apparent differences between both the style and order of accounts given in Genesis 1 and 2

•  scientific research which has evidence to show that the universe is billions of years old rather than several thousand years old, so the Genesis accounts cannot be literally true.



The details of ancient myths do not need to be taken literally but they are believed to tell us some important truths about the uniqueness of humans from all other parts of creation and the possibility of humans having a relationship with God.

This approach leads some Christians to a view known as Theistic Evolution. They believe that life developed through the process of evolution. However, they also believe that evolution was a process that was started by God and is the mechanism by which God brings about life.

Many Christians do not think that the days that are referred to in Genesis 1 need to be taken literally because they would say that God’s time is not the same as our time. This view would suggest that each day of the week in the creation story actually represents a longer period of time. This makes the creation account more compatible with the evidence that science provides about the age and development of the earth.
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Now test yourself


1  When considering the accounts of creation from Genesis, what three things do all Christians agree on?

2  Why do some Christians believe that the most appropriate way to understand Genesis is as a myth?

3  What is another name for the literal approach to interpreting Genesis 1–3?

4  How do Christians who take the literal approach respond to the fact that the biblical accounts conflict with scientific evidence?
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Exam tip

Make sure that you are familiar with Genesis 3:1–19.
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Topic 1.1.6 The problem of evil and suffering and a loving and righteous God

Christians believe that original sin caused humans to lose their immortality and because of this all humans will one day die. Suffering caused by death is therefore a direct result of original sin.

When humans today continue to disobey God, their sin creates further suffering in the world. This leads to the problem of evil, which says:


•  If God is benevolent then he would care enough to stop the suffering caused by evil, but he hasn’t – perhaps he is not omnipotent.

•  But if he is omnipotent and has the power to stop suffering but he hasn’t, maybe he doesn’t care enough, so he is obviously not benevolent.



It seems that it is impossible to hold on to a belief in an omnipotent and omnibenevolent God when evil and suffering exist in the world.

Different Christian beliefs about evil and suffering

Some Christians see suffering as a natural result of the sinful nature of humans. So war, famine and disease all come from the evil which is within humans – moral evil.

This does not explain why a loving God allows natural evils such as earthquakes or tidal waves, nor does it really explain why innocent people suffer.

Other Christians see the world as a test. Human evil is something humans are responsible for and should be able to deal with, especially if they are followers of ‘teaching about loving others’.

Without natural disasters there would be no opportunity for people to show their love for others as they are able to do when people are in need.

Others take the view that as with all things, God has a purpose which humans may not fully understand. Suffering therefore has a purpose which is not fully understood, but it is an opportunity to share in the suffering which Jesus himself experienced.
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Now test yourself


1  What is natural evil?

2  What is moral evil?

3  Summarise the problem of evil.

4  In what way does the Lord’s Prayer help believers to depend on God and trust him even in times of suffering?
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Exam tip

Make sure you can describe different Christian views and beliefs about evil and suffering.
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Topic 1.1.7 Jesus Christ

For Christians, Jesus’ life is important because it gives them an example for their own lives. Jesus is also important because as Son of God, his death is the sacrifice that provides the means by which humans can be brought back into the relationship with God.

Jesus as the Son of God

Christians believe:


•  Jesus was God incarnated, which means God in human form

•  his conception was not natural but he was conceived by the Holy Spirit

•  the Holy Spirit caused Mary to become pregnant without the need for a human father.



The Old Testament contains prophecies about God coming to Earth – Jesus’ miraculous conception and his birth fulfil these prophecies.

Jesus as the Messiah

Jesus is often referred to as the Messiah, which means ‘annointed one’. Kings were annointed with oil to show they had been chosen by God, so by using the title Messiah, Christians are referring to him as King or Lord.

They believe he was sent by God to be the saviour of humanity.

Jesus as Lord and Saviour

Christians refer to Jesus as their saviour. The Bible teaches that after the Fall, the relationship between humans and God was broken and that all humans are born with original sin.

Jesus was sent to Earth by God the Father to take the punishment for all human sin and restore the broken relationship between God and humanity. Jesus therefore came to Earth to die and his death was enough to pay for all human sin. His death was sufficent payment for human sin because he himself was perfect and was not affected by original sin.

Jesus did not just
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1  What was the incarnation?

2  What does Isaiah predict about Jesus’ conception?

3  What does Messiah mean?

4  How do Christians believe that Jesus is the Saviour?

5  In what way do these beliefs affect the way a Christian may choose to live?
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Topic 1.1.8 The role and importance of Jesus’ teachings and life as an example for Christians
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The Parable of the Good Samaritan
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1  In Matthew 22 what does Jesus say are the two most important Commandments?

2  Who did Jesus spend time with?

3  What do Christians learn from this?

4  Summarise the story of the Good Samaritan.

5  Why does Jesus tell the story of the Good Samaritan?
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Topic 1.1.9 Christian love and beliefs about Jesus







•  forgive each other

•  help people when they are in need

•  work to achieve peace.




Different Christian beliefs about Jesus



•  Some liberal Christians do not take the biblical accounts literally.

•  Many liberal Christians believe that miracles are simply stories with meaning, not actual events that broke the laws of nature.

•  However, conservative Christians may say that God can do anything as he is all-powerful so anything is possible.

•  They are more likely to accept as literal the accounts in the Bible about Jesus’ life. This includes an acceptance of the virgin birth and miracles.




[image: ]




[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



1  What is agape love?

2  How does Jesus demonstrate agape love?

3  Give an example of a miracle account in the Bible through which Jesus shows compassion.

4  State three ways in which Jesus’ teaching on love should affect Christians.

5  What do all Christians believe about Jesus?

6  What makes it hard for some Christians to accept the claims of Jesus being born of a virgin or of him performing miracles?

7  State what conservative Christians believe about God’s power to do miracles.
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Topic 1.1.10 The Christian ideal as expressed in Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount



1  The Beatitudes (5:3–12).

2  Jesus and the law (5:17–48).

3  True discipleship (6:1–18).

4  True righteousness (6:19–7:12).

5  The narrow gateway (7:13–23).

6  Building on solid foundations (7:24–29).



The Beatitudes





Jesus and the law





True discipleship




True righteousness

Wealth




Judging others



The narrow gateway




Building on solid foundations
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1  State the six sections into which the Sermon on the Mount can be divided.

2  What do the Beatitudes describe?

3  What makes Jesus’ teaching on the law so challenging?

4  Describe what Jesus says makes a true disciple.

5  In what way does Jesus warn people not to judge others?

6  Summarise why living a life of faith is described as a ‘narrow pathway’ in the Sermon on the Mount.

7  What does Jesus say is the best foundation for people to build their lives on?
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Topic 1.1.11 The incarnation, resurrection and ascension

The incarnation





The crucifixion




The resurrection





The ascension





Different Christian beliefs about the incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension
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1  Describe what the account in Luke 1:26–35 demonstrates about Jesus.

2  State why Christians believe it is important that Jesus was born without sin.

3  What do Christians believe was the purpose of Jesus’ crucifixion?

4  How does the teaching in Matthew 28:1–6 support the Christian belief that Jesus was resurrected?

5  What do Christians believe Jesus returned to heaven to do?
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Topic 1.1.12 The concept of salvation


Atonement and the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice









The law




Grace



Redemption



Repentance and forgiveness



Sin






Different Christian views about salvation





[image: ]





[image: ]




[image: ]



1  What is atonement?

2  How did Jesus provide an alternative to the atonement sacrifice described in the Old Testament?

3  What is grace?

4  State why Christians believe repentence is important.

5  Describe two different Christian beliefs about salvation.



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



Topic 1.1.13 Eschatological beliefs

Apocalyptic ideas in the Early Church






Resurrection and life after death






Hell




Heaven





Purgatory




Different Christian beliefs about life after death
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1  What is Parousia?

2  State why the belief in the resurrection is an eschatological belief.

3  Outline the different beliefs that Christians have about hell.

4  Which denomination teaches that purgatory exists?

5  Describe what Christians believe about heaven.

6  What is the link between John 14:1–3 and Christian eschatological beliefs?
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Christianity: Beliefs and teachings





1  Describe what is meant by the Fall.


2  What do Christians mean when they describe God as immanent?


3  Describe the role of the Word in creation.


4  Outline the significance to Christians of Jesus as Saviour.


5  What do Christians mean by Parousia?


6  Explain why Jesus’ teachings are so important to Christians.


7  Explain Christian beliefs about death and judgement.


8  Explain how Christians understand the role of Christ in salvation.


9  ‘All Christians ought to understand that the story of creation in Genesis is a myth.’ Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:


•  analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views within Christianity

•  refer to sources of wisdom and authority.




10 ‘Free will explains why there is evil and suffering in the world today.’ Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:


•  analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views within Christianity

•  refer to sources of wisdom and authority.
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Section 1.2 Christianity: Practices

Topic 1.2.1 Worship



Liturgical worship






Non-liturgical services






Charismatic worship






Individual worship
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1  State the difference between liturgical and non-liturgical worship.

2  Describe charismatic worship.

3  Give a reason why Christians may spend time in individual worship.
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Topic 1.2.2 Sacraments



•  baptism

•  Eucharist (also known in some churches as Holy Communion)

•  confirmation

•  reconciliation

•  marriage

•  holy orders

•  anointing of the sick.






The Eucharist





The importance of the Eucharist




Baptism






•  the adult baptism of Jesus and others in the New Testament

•  their belief that a person needs to be a ‘believer’ before being baptised.
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1  What is a sacrament?

2  List two sacraments.

3  Give three reasons why Eucharist is important to Christians.

4  What is the difference between consubstantiation and transubstantiation?

5  What is the purpose of baptism?

6  Why do some Christians choose adult baptism instead of infant baptism?
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Topic 1.2.3 Prayer


Prayer in congregational worship







The Lord’s Prayer



•  confession of things the Christian has done wrong

•  thanksgiving for all God has given them

•  adoration of God, concern for others

•  supplication, which is asking for something special for themselves or others.



Individual prayer and private worship





Types of prayer

Adoration



Confession



Intercessions



Thanksgiving



Grace



•  Jesus gave thanks in the account of the feeding of the five thousand (Matthew 15:36).

•  Acts records that Paul ‘gave thanks to God’ (Acts 27:35) before eating bread during a sea journey.




Praying in the Spirit




Meditation
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1  State three ways that congregational prayer is different to individual prayer.

2  List the four different types of prayer.

3  Describe what is meant by praying in the Spirit.

4  What is meditation?

5  What is grace?
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Topic 1.2.4 The role and importance of pilgrimage to Christians





•  their experience brings them closer to God as other distractions in life are stripped away

•  they become more aware of their need for God as they endure the physical challenges of a pilgrimage

•  being in places of significant religious meaning can have a deeply spiritual impact, e.g. spending time where Jesus lived and performed miracles

•  pilgrimage may cause a believer to experience a great sense of awe and wonder or a fresh revelation of God.



Places of pilgrimage

Lourdes





Jerusalem





Walsingham






Rome
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1  What is a pilgrimage?

2  List three places that Christians may go on pilgrimage.

3  What caused Lourdes to become a place of pilgrimage?

4  Why is Jerusalem a significant place to many Christians?

5  Where would a pilgrim go to visit the site of St Peter’s bones?
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Topic 1.2.5 The role and importance of celebrations to Christians

Advent





Christmas Day






Why is Christmas important to Christians?
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Easter




Ash Wednesday



Holy week

Palm Sunday




•  the palms that the people waved as Jesus entered Jerusalem

•  his death on the cross at the end of the same week.



Maundy Thursday





Good Friday





Easter Saturday and Sunday
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1  What is Advent?

2  Give three reasons why Christmas is important to Christians.

3  What day starts Holy Week?

4  Describe what is being remembered on Maundy Thursday.

5  On which day is there a vigil held and why?

6  What is celebrated on Easter Sunday?
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Topic 1.2.6 The role of the church in the local community and living practices


Infant baptism





Confirmation





Believers’ baptism
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1  What is the purpose of infant baptism?

2  What is the link between infant baptism and confirmation?

3  Name two denominations that practise infant baptism.



[image: ]




[image: ]



[image: ]



The celebration of marriage





Orthodox wedding services
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1  State three elements that you would expect to be part of a Christian wedding service.

2  What is a stefana?

3  In which denomination is this part of a marriage service?

4  What is the purpose of the vows in a Christian wedding service?

5  What is the sipping of wine from the cup symbolic of in an Orthodox wedding service?
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Funerals




•  Bible reading: the reading focuses on the prospect of eternal life with God after death.

•  Prayers: these are said for the friends and relatives of the dead person, asking God to support them in their time of grief.

•  Eulogy: this is a talk or speech in which the person’s life is remembered and their achievements are acknowledged.

•  The minister will remind the congregation of the Christian beliefs about life and death.
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1  List the four features of a Christian funeral service.

2  State why prayers for the deceased are especially important in a Roman Catholic funeral service.

3  Which denominations may include a Requiem Mass as part of their funeral service?

4  What is the purpose of the committal?
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Other examples of the role of the church in the local community and living practices
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1  What is the relationship between marriage and Christ that is explained in Ephesians 5:31–33?

2  How may Jesus’ claim in John 11:25 provide comfort to mourners during a funeral service?

3  In what way may Corinthians 15:51 provide mourners at a funeral with a sense of hope?
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Topic 1.2.7 Mission



1  The goal of conversion: this means continuing the work of evangelism by helping people come to a personal faith in God and all that that means for their lives.

2  The goal of reconciliation: this means working to see the Christian message playing a part in all aspects of society in order to bring about communication between people, peace and a world where humans can live in balance with the environment.





The meaning and significance of evangelism in the modern church



The growth of new forms of church
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1  What is meant by Missio Dei?

2  What two aims did the WCC identify for Christian mission?

3  Name a Christian organisation that has a strong tradition of evangelism.

4  Describe the form of worship most common in churches that have emerged from the house church movement.

5  Identify a Bible teaching that directs Christians towards missionary work.
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Topic 1.2.8 The role of the church in the wider world







1  To seek visible unity (between churches) in one faith and one eucharistic fellowship.

2  To promote common witness (telling people about their Christian faith) in work for mission and evangelism.

3  To engage in Christian service by meeting human needs, breaking down barriers between people, seeking justice and peace, and upholding the integrity of creation.




Ecumenical communities




•  Taizé in France: this was set up by Brother Roger Schutz in 1940 to give refuge to Jews escaping Nazi persecution. It is also a community where dialogue and friendship between Protestant and Roman Catholic Christians can be encouraged.

•  Iona in Scotland: this is a holy island which has been a place of Christian pilgrimage since 563CE. As a non-denominational community it works for peace and social justice, rebuilding of community and the renewal of worship.

•  Corrymeela at Ballycastle in Northern Ireland: this was founded in 1965 to encourage good relations between Protestant and Roman Catholic Christians. It is Northern Ireland’s oldest peace and reconciliation organisation.



Churches Together movement



The persecuted church







The work of Christian aid agencies




•  Cafod, a Catholic agency that works in the developing world to bring hope to those in poor communities

•  Christian Aid, a Christian development charity that works to get rid of poverty in around 50 countries. All Christian Aid agencies aim to put Jesus’ message of love and compassion into action.



The work of Tearfund
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1  What is ecumenism?

2  What three areas does the World Council of Churches focus on?

3  List three ecumenical communities.

4  Name one organisation that works to help the persecuted church and summarise what it does.

5  How does the work of Tearfund reflect Jesus’ teaching in John 13:34–35?
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Christianity: Practices





1  What is liturgical worship?


2  State three sacraments.


3  Outline the importance of Eucharist.


4  Describe infant baptism.


5  Describe the way in which Christians may celebrate Christmas.


6  Outline the role of the church in the local community.


7  Explain why Easter is important to Christians.


8  Explain why pilgrimage is important to many Christians.


9  ‘Confirmation is the most important practice in Christianity.’ Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:


•  analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views within Christianity

•  refer to sources of wisdom and authority.




10 ‘All Christians should participate in ecumenism.’ Discuss this statement. In your answer, you should:


•  analyse and evaluate the importance of points of view, referring to common and divergent views within Christianity

•  refer to sources of wisdom and authority.
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