	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

CHRISTIAN DAWN


[image: ]


The pages of Neio Lúcio are dedicated to young minds at all stages of physical experience. They offer a valuable course in spiritual enlightenment. 

This book serves as a seedbed for renewing principles. Here, we find advanced ideas of justice and goodness that help elevate life. Even the earthly struggle, seen as expiation, becomes part of the educational work for eternity. 

Education is, without a doubt, the miraculous key to progress. Without it, the human mind would persevere on the slippery slopes of ignorance, confined to misery, idleness, indigence, and misfortune, through delinquency in the public square and correction in the penitentiary.

Nevertheless, it is not enough to enlighten the intellect; we will repeat several times. It is essential to perfect the heart in the ways of goodness.

Nero, the tyrant, was a disciple of Seneca, the philosopher.
Titus, the admirable prince, who used to say “I wasted my day” when night surprised him without some exceptional gesture of kindness, ordered the massacre of more than ten thousand sick Israelites, slaughtered and mutilated after ruining Jerusalem. Marcus Aurelius, the virtuous and wise emperor, tolerated the massacre of defenseless Christians. Ignatius of Loyola was a pretty well-intentioned literate. Still, he encouraged the religious persecution. Marat, the bloodthirsty demagogue, was a distinguished journalist and renowned intellectual.

Warlords, dictators, and revolutionaries—both ancient and modern—often spent time with notable professors, academic books, and renowned universities. Reason without light, yet, can become mere calculation. 

Education and science are gateways to education and wisdom. Those who are only well-instructed about something do not always possess complete knowledge about it. 

The culture of the spirit goes further: it helps man become like a living sanctuary, through which the Sovereign and Merciful Power can be seen and felt by others.

It is necessary, therefore, to sow ennobling and sanctifying thoughts, supporting the mind that begins anew the lesson of individual improvement.

Rejoicing, then, in the work of our friend who has given us these pages, full of paternal sentiments and high ideals, we greet with him the sublime dawn of love and peace that shines with Jesus, for the Earth of tomorrow, regenerated and happy.

EMMANUEL

Pedro Leopoldo, June 21, 1948.
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Let Us Continue with Jesus
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Muhammad was a valiant leader. Millions of people bowed to his orders. However, he left his body like any mortal, and his remains were enshrined in an urn, which is visited annually by thousands of curious onlookers and followers. 

Charles V, the powerful Emperor of Spain, dreamed of dominating the entire Earth, possessed immense wealth, and ruled many regions. One day, though, he surrendered his crown and mantle to the dust. 

Napoleon was a great man. He fought many wars. He dominated millions of creatures. He left an unforgettable name in the book of nations. Yet, today his tomb is venerated in Paris... 

Many people make pilgrimages there to visit his bones... 

As with Muhammad, Charles V, and Napoleon, the world's greatest heroes are remembered in monuments that hold their remains. 

Nonetheless, with Jesus, it is different. In Our Lord's tomb, there is no sign of human ashes. No precious stones, no priceless marble, with phrases indicating the presence of flesh and blood. When the apostles visited the tomb on the glorious morning of the Resurrection, there was neither mourning nor sadness. There, they found a messenger from the spiritual realm who told them, "He is not here." And the tomb has stood open and empty for almost two thousand years.

Following Jesus, therefore, through the endeavor of each day, we will never encounter the anguish of death, but rather, ceaseless life.
On the path of notable guides of the world, we may encounter beautiful spectacles of fleeting glory; nevertheless, it is very difficult not to end the experience in disillusionment and dust. 

Only Jesus offers an unchanging path to the Divine Ressurection.

Therefore, whoever develops, with the example and word of the Master, working to reveal goodness and light within themselves from the struggles and teachings of the world, can walk forward with unwavering certainty. 

Secure in their place as a celestial citizen, assured of ceaseless life and the ultimate victory beyond death.
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Towards Goodness
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The Lord created everything for good.

All people and creatures, therefore, are called to produce fruifully.
The tender grass sustains the animals.

The hidden spring helps the humble insect.
The tree is a blessed companion to men.
The flower will bear fruit.
The fruit will give us a plentiful table.
The river distributes its waters.
The rain washes the sky and quenches the thirsty earth.
The stone forms the foundation of our house.
The good word reveals the right path.
How can we ignore the holy purposes of life if the nature that sustains it reflects the wise designs of Providence?

A great school for our spirit, the Earth is a gigantic book in which we can read the message of universal love that our Heavenly Father sends us.

From the dewdrop that nourishes the thorny cactus to the sunlight that shines high above for all beings, we can feel the call of Infinite Wisdom to serve in cooperation for the happiness, peace, and joy of our neighbor.
Every man and woman is born into the world for sanctifying tasks, according to Divine Law.
With joy, the good administrator governs the people’s interests.
With joy, the good farmer plows the soil and protects the seedbed.
The man who sows the ground, ensuring the subsistence of people and creatures, is the brother of the one who directs the thoughts of nations toward divine knowledge.

The woman who receives honors for her public virtues is the sister of the one who, in the privacy of her home, sacrifices herself for her sick child.

God knows people by what they produce, just as we know trees by the fruits they bear.
So, good men are loved and respected. Their presence attracts the affection and veneration of the others. Bad men, however, are bearers of undesirable actions and words, and everyone avoids their company, just as we stay away from thorny and ungrateful plants.
The good man understands that life asks him for the blessing of service and gets up every morning thinking, “What a beautiful day to work!”
The bad man, however, gets up in a bad mood. He does not know how to smile at those around him and often exclaims, "What a terrible day! What a cruel fate! I hate work and I hate life!"
A man like this needs the help of good men, as by not dedicating himself to worthy service, he will indeed be very unhappy.
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Short Story  
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One day, the Drop of Water, the Ray of Light, the Bee, and the Lazy Man arrived at the Throne of God.

The Almighty received them kindly and asked about their work. 

The Drop of Water came forward and said: "Lord, I was in a nearly deserted area, helping an orange tree root. I saw many trees suffering from thirst and various animals passing by, distressed, looking for springs. I did what I could, but I come to ask You for other drops of water to help me aid those in need."

The Father smiled, satisfied, and exclaimed: "Blessed are you for understanding My works. I will give you the resources of rain and springs."
Immediately after, the Ray of Light spoke:
"Lord, I descended... I descended... and found the bottom of an abyss. In that cave, I fought the shadow as best I could, but I noticed the presence of many creatures begging for light. I come to Heaven to beg You for other rays of light to cooperate with me in the liberation of all those in the world who still suffer the pressure of darkness."

The Father, pleased, responded: "Blessed are you for your service to Creation. I will give you the help of the Sun, the lamps, the illuminated books, and the good words found on Earth."
Afterward, the Bee provided an explanation:

"Lord, I have made all the honey within my reach. But I see so many weak and sick children that I come to you begging for more flowers and more bees to increase production..."

The Father, overjoyed, smiled and replied: "Blessed are you for the benefits you have bestowed. I will grant you new gardens and companions."

Next, the lazy Man was invited to share his thoughts. He made an

unpleasant face and said: "Lord, I could do nothing. On every side, I encountered envy and persecution, hatred and evil. My arms were tied by the ingratitude of my neighbor. So many evil people stood in my path that, truly, I could do nothing."

The kind Father, with an expression of discontent, exclaimed:

"Woe to you, who despised the gifts I gave you. You fell asleep in laziness and did nothing. The small and humble beings gladdened my Throne with the report of their labors, but your mouth solely complains, as if the intelligence and hands I entrusted to you were worthless. Depart! Useless and ungrateful children should not seek My presence. Return to the world and do not seek Me again until you learn to serve."

The Water Drop returned, crystal clear and beautiful. The Ray of Light came back to the depths, shining ever brighter. The Bee descended, buzzing happily. The Lazy Man, however, withdrew, deeply sad.
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Reward for Sacrifice
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Three brothers devoted to Jesus read in the Gospel that every individual will always receive according to his own works, and promised to follow the Master's teachings.

The first was admitted to a cotton thread industry and applied himself so diligently to his work that he soon became interested in administrative profits. Within twenty-five years, he rose to the position of organization leader and was recognized as a genuine benefactor of the people. He made money with great ease and helped the unfortunate and suffering. He divided the work equitably and distributed the profits with justice and goodness.

The second studied for a long time and eventually became a famous judge. Enjoying the respect and esteem of his contemporaries, he never forgot the commitments he had made to the Gospel. As a result, he defended the humble, helped the poor, and freed many prisoners who had been persecuted by evil. Later, he rose from judge to legislator, cooperating in the drafting of beneficial and edifying laws. Throughout his career, he always lived honorably, richly, happily, correctly, and with dignity.

The third, however, was paralyzed. He could not use his intelligence easily. He could not run a factory or preside over a court. His legs were withered. His bed was his home. He remembered, however, that he could offer a service of prayer, and he began the task with the humble woman who cleaned his house. He noticed her sadness and, with empathy and discretion, sought to understand her concerns. He offered comfort, invited her to pray, and requested divine blessings on her behalf.

The three brothers died at an advanced age, within a short time of each other. After their passing, when the brothers were reunited in the spiritual life, an Angel came to examine their works with a scale.

The industrialist and the judge each brought a large bag containing the money and judgments they had distributed to help others. The servant of prayer carried only a small book where he recorded his prayers. The industrialist was blessed for providing comfort to those in need, while the judge was praised for his wise and fair judgments.
When the Angel, however, opened the book of the former paralytic, a great light came out, enveloping everything in a radiant crown. The scale was incapable of measuring its greatness.

Then the Messenger spoke to him happily: 

"Your brothers are welcome in the Father's House for the resources they distributed in favor of their neighbors, but in truth, it is not very difficult to help with money and labor, which multiply easily in the world. 

Be blessed, however, because you gave of yourself in sanctifying love. You have spent your hands, eyes, heart, strength, feelings, and time for the benefit of your neighbor, and the Law of Sacrifice determines that your dwelling place shall be higher. You have not only transmitted the goods of life: you have radiated the gifts of God.

And the humble servant of the people was led to a
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