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SERIES FOREWORD

In response to school and library needs, ABC-CLIO publishes this distinguished series of full-length biographies specifically for student use. Prepared by field experts and professionals, these engaging biographies are tailored for students who need challenging yet accessible biographies. Ideal for school assignments and student research, the length, format, and subject areas are designed to meet educators’ requirements and students’ interests.

ABC-CLIO offers an extensive selection of biographies spanning all curriculum-related subject areas including social studies, the sciences, literature and the arts, history and politics, and popular culture, covering public figures and famous personalities from all time periods and backgrounds, both historic and contemporary, who have made an impact on American and/or world culture. The subjects of these biographies were chosen based on comprehensive feedback from librarians and educators. Consideration was given to both curriculum relevance and inherent interest. Readers will find a wide array of subject choices from fascinating entertainers like Miley Cyrus and Lady Gaga to inspiring leaders like John F. Kennedy and Nelson Mandela, from the greatest athletes of our time like Michael Jordan and Muhammad Ali, to the most amazing success stories of our day like J. K. Rowling and Oprah.

While the emphasis is on fact, not glorification, the books are meant to be fun to read. Each volume provides in-depth information about the subject’s life from birth through childhood, the teen years, and adulthood. A thorough account relates family background and education, traces personal and professional influences, and explores struggles, accomplishments, and contributions. A timeline highlights the most significant life events against an historical perspective. Bibliographies supplement the reference value of each volume.


PREFACE

William Tecumseh Sherman forged a military reputation in the Civil War that catapulted him to national fame and worldwide acclaim. He is both hailed and criticized for his military strategies and the era of modern total warfare they ushered in. His capture of Atlanta and March to the Sea brought the South to its knees and was instrumental in securing the final victory for the Union. By the end of the war, Sherman was regarded as one of the greatest generals in American military history, a substantial change in fortunes for an officer who had been relieved of command in Kentucky in 1861 due to a nervous breakdown brought about by the strain of responsibility. A complex and controversial individual, Sherman’s life seems to be a contradiction in many respects. Although he was almost universally held to be a villain in the South because of his scorched-earth treatment of Georgia and the Carolinas, he was honored by the residents of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where his portrait hung at the Louisiana State Seminary of Learning & Military Academy for the duration of the war. This scourge of the South nearly ended his military career in shame because the terms he gave to a surrendering Confederate army were so lenient that his political superiors in Washington considered them to be treasonous. His wartime actions ensured freedom for the slaves, but he refused to have any black soldiers serve with his army. Sherman held politics and politicians in complete disdain, even though his own brother served in Congress, and his military career was advanced due to political alliances. In the wars against the Plains Indians, Sherman adopted the philosophy that “the only good Indian is a dead Indian,” while at the same time becoming an advocate for the fair and humane treatment of those Indians residing on reservations. His death was also a source of irony and contradiction. General Joseph E. Johnston, his greatest nemesis during the Civil War, attended the funeral of his old foe, contracting a case of pneumonia that would claim his life because he insisted on paying his respects by standing bareheaded in the bitterly cold February weather. Even his name was a source of controversy. Sherman was nine years old when his father died and he was sent to live with a foster family. His foster mother stated that his name at this time was simply Tecumseh Sherman, and that he acquired the first name of William when he was baptized by a Dominican priest. In his memoirs, Sherman states that his father had given him the name William Tecumseh when he was an infant, and that he was baptized with that name by a Presbyterian minister when he was a baby. Although his son, Thomas, became a Catholic priest, Sherman himself adhered to no organized religion.

In a military career that spanned more than four decades, Sherman ascended to the top of his profession, becoming commanding general of the U.S. Army. His fame was worldwide, and his campaigns would be studied by generations of military students around the globe. Military historian Sir Basil Liddell Hart proclaimed him to be the “first modern general,” and one of the most important strategists in the annals of war, stating that he was an equal to Napoleon Bonaparte. Sherman’s strategy and tactics contributed heavily to the mechanized warfare adopted by the Germans in World War II, known as Blitzkrieg. He also influenced General George S. Patton, who had studied his campaigns and conducted his own sweep across Europe in what he called “super-Sherman style.”

Raised in an age of chivalry and romantic notions about the glory of war, Sherman emerges as a voice of truth and stark reality. He viewed war to be neither chivalrous nor glorious. “War is cruelty, and you cannot refine it,” he wrote. Even in this there is contradiction. Sherman’s goal was to win the war and end the killing as soon as possible. To achieve this objective, he waged war against not just enemy armies, but civilian populations, as well. He destroyed not only military installations and goods, but also civilian property and private homes. The city of Atlanta was put to the torch, and a 60-mile swath of charred devastation marked his march across Georgia in the name of humanely bringing the bloody conflict to a close through the use of inhumane methods. His campaigns made him a hero-god to the North and a villain of mythical proportion to the South. The bottom line is that William T. Sherman had an aptitude and appetite for war, and was first, last, and always a soldier. He approached war for what it was: a gruesome tragedy that can only be ended by being victorious or vanquished, and he sought to bring the nightmare to its conclusion in the speediest manner possible.

Memoirs of General W.T. Sherman, Written By Himself, volumes I and II, published by D. Appleton & Company in 1875, has been relied upon heavily in the writing of this biography. Sherman has been described as being gifted in his ability to express himself, and Mark Twain thought that he was a master of narrative writing. As such, his memoirs provide not only historical facts, but also insights to the emotions and motivations of the man. Additional insight is provided through biographical works such as Sherman and His Campaigns: A Military Biography, written by Colonel S. M. Bowman and Lt. Col. R. B. Irwin, and published by Charles B. Richardson in 1865; The Life of General William T. Sherman, written by James P Boyd, and published by Publisher’s Union in 1891; Life and Deeds of General Sherman, written by Henry Davenport Northrop, and published by Pennsylvania Publishing Co. in 1891, and Sherman: Fighting Prophet, written by Lloyd Lewis, and published by Harcourt, Brace and Company in 1932. A more complete disclosure of the sources used in writing this book is included in the bibliographical essay at the end of this work.

The purpose of this book is to provide the reader with a balanced and factual biography of this famous military leader of the Civil War, a man who helped to shape the nation’s history. It is not the intention of the writer to eulogize or pay tribute to the subject, but rather to provide a fair and objective narrative that factually chronicles the complete story of his life. In the process, it is hoped that William Tecumseh Sherman may be brought to life for the reader, and that this complex man of war may be viewed for what he was: a professional soldier who was good at his craft.


TIMELINE: EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF WILLIAM T. SHERMAN



	February 8, 1820

	Born in Lancaster, Ohio.




	June 24, 1829

	Charles Sherman dies.




	May 20, 1836

	Sherman leaves Lancaster en route for West Point.




	July 1, 1836

	Begins education at West Point.




	June 1840

	Graduates West Point, assigned as a second lieutenant in the Second U.S. Artillery.




	October 1840

	Reports for duty against the Seminole in Florida.




	November 30, 1841

	Promoted to first lieutenant and transferred to St. Augustine.




	February 1842

	Transferred to Fort Morgan at Mobile, Alabama.




	June 1842

	Transferred to Fort Moultrie in Charleston.




	May 1846

	Assigned to recruiting duty in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.




	July 14, 1846

	Sails from New York aboard the Lexington for California.




	January 26, 1847

	Arrives safely in Monterrey, California.




	February 2, 1848

	Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ends the Mexican American War.




	May 1, 1850

	Marries Ellen Ewing.




	September 27, 1850

	Promoted to the rank of captain.




	January 18, 1851

	Maria Ewing Sherman is born.




	March 17, 1852

	Mary Elizabeth Sherman is born.




	September 6, 1853

	Resigns his commission in the army.




	October 15, 1853

	Arrives in San Francisco to take over Lucas, Turner & Co.




	June 8, 1854

	William Tecumseh Sherman Jr. is born.




	June 2, 1856

	Is ordered to turn out the California Militia against vigilantes.




	October 12, 1856

	Thomas Ewing Sherman is born.




	May 1, 1857

	Leaves California.




	January 30, 1858

	Dissolves the firm of Lucas, Turner & Co.




	January 1, 1859

	The firm of Sherman, Ewing & McCook is established.




	September 5, 1859

	Eleanor Mary Sherman is born.




	November 1859

	Appointed superintendent of the Louisiana Military Academy.




	May 11, 1860

	Caught in the St. Louis Riot.




	November 6, 1860

	Abraham Lincoln is elected president of the United States.




	February 19, 1861

	Sherman resigns and leaves Louisiana Military Academy.




	May 14, 1861

	Appointed colonel of the 13th U.S. Infantry.




	July 5, 1861

	Rachael Ewing Sherman is born.




	July 21, 1861

	Battle of Bull Run, or Manassas.




	August 7, 1861

	Promoted to brigadier general of volunteers.




	October 5, 1861

	Assigned to command of the Department of the Cumberland.




	November 12, 1861

	Relieved of command of the Department of the Cumberland.




	April 6–7, 1862

	Fights in the battle of Shiloh.




	May 1, 1862

	Promoted to the rank of major general of volunteers.




	July 21, 1862

	Arrives in Memphis, Tennessee, to assume military command of the city.




	December 2, 1862

	Leads expedition that initiates the Vicksburg campaign.




	December 26–29, 1862

	Battle of Chickasaw Bluffs.




	January 4, 1863

	Appointed to command of the XV Corps.




	April 30–May 1, 1863

	Engagement at Haines’s Bluff.




	May 14, 1863

	Jackson, Mississippi, is captured.




	May 19, 1863

	First assault on Vicksburg.




	May 22, 1863

	Second assault on Vicksburg.




	July 4, 1863

	General Pemberton surrenders his army and Vicksburg is captured.




	July 17, 1863

	Jackson, Mississippi, is captured by forces under Sherman.




	October 3, 1863

	William T. Sherman Jr. dies in Memphis of typhoid fever.




	October 11, 1863

	Engagement at Collierville, Tennessee.




	November 24, 1863

	Battle of Lookout Mountain.




	November 25, 1863

	Battle of Missionary Ridge.




	May 5, 1864

	The Atlanta Campaign commences.




	May 7–9, 1864

	Engagement at Rocky Face Ridge, Georgia.




	May 25, 1864

	Battle of New Hope Church.




	June 11, 1864

	Charles Celestine Sherman is born.




	June 27, 1864

	Battle of Kennesaw Mountain.




	July 20, 1864

	Battle of Peach Tree Creek.




	July 22, 1864

	Battle of Atlanta.




	July 28, 1864

	Battle of Ezra Church.




	August 31, 1864

	Battle of Jonesboro.




	September 2, 1864

	Capture of Atlanta.




	November 15, 1864

	March to the Sea begins.




	November 22, 1864

	Battle of Griswoldville, Georgia.




	November 23, 1864

	Milledgeville, Georgia, is captured.




	November 28, 1864

	Battle of Buck Head Creek.




	November 30, 1864

	Battle of Honey Hill, South Carolina.




	December 10, 1864

	Sherman arrives at Savannah.




	December 21, 1864

	Savannah is captured by Federal troops.




	February 1, 1865

	The march through the Carolinas begins.




	February 3, 1865

	Engagement at River’s Bridge, South Carolina.




	February 17, 1865

	Capture of Columbia, South Carolina.




	March 7, 1865

	Battle of Kinston, North Carolina.




	March 10, 1865

	Battle of Monroe’s Crossroads, North Carolina.




	March 11, 1865

	Capture of Fayetteville, North Carolina.




	March 19–21, 1865

	Battle of Bentonville.




	April 26, 1865

	Surrender of General Johnston’s army at Bennett Place.




	May 24, 1865

	Grand Review of the western armies in Washington.




	May 30, 1865

	Sherman takes his leave of the army.




	June 27, 1865

	Appointed to command of the Military Division of the Mississippi.




	July 25, 1865

	Promoted to the rank of lieutenant general.




	January 9, 1867

	Philemon Tecumseh Sherman is born.




	March 4, 1869

	Promoted to the rank of full general and appointed general of the army.




	September 7, 1869

	Appointed interim secretary of war.




	November 1871

	Begins a 10-month tour of Europe.




	November 1, 1883

	Resigns as general of the army.




	February 8, 1884

	Retires from the army.




	June 5, 1884

	Rejects the nomination of the Republican Party as presidential candidate.




	November 28, 1888

	Ellen Sherman dies in New York City.




	February 14, 1891

	William T. Sherman dies in New York City.






Chapter 1

ANCESTORS, LINEAGE, AND EARLY YEARS

William Tecumseh Sherman was born on February 8, 1820, in Lancaster, Ohio, as the second son of Charles Robert Sherman and Mary Hoyt Sherman. Charles Sherman forged a life for himself in the legal profession, being admitted to the Ohio Bar in 1809, the sixth generation of Shermans to become a lawyer. His private practice and reputation were so great that Charles became an Ohio Supreme Court judge in 1823. The War of 1812 forced Sherman to take an interlude from his legal practice, becoming a major in the Ohio Militia in the war against England. In 1813, the Ohio frontier was secured when the British and their Shawnee allies were defeated at the Battle of the Thames, in Canada. The great Shawnee chief, Tecumseh, was killed in this battle. Tecumseh was respected and admired by Americans for the way he conducted himself with encroaching settlers, and Charles Sherman was so taken with the chief that he named one of his sons in his honor. For Charles Sherman, military service was the obligation of a free man to defend liberty against tyrannical oppression. He was a citizen soldier in every respect, a civilian, called to duty in time of need, who returned to civilian life as soon as the crisis had passed. For his son, William, the military would not be an obligation, but a chosen profession and a way of life.
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Drawing of the house Sherman was born in at Lancaster, Ohio.

(U.S. Army Military History Institute)

The Sherman family was of English descent
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