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The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.

A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all who would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have comes from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional, and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23 “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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The books of kings include the accounts of the many kings that reigned over Israel (North) and Judah (South). The kingdom remained peaceful under Solomon, but would eventually be divided, creating two separate areas. Ten tribes remained with Israel and two with Judah. Some accounts are lengthy, providing details. Other accounts of kings are brief, with little to no details of their reign. It is also to be noted that the books of Chronicles are similar to Kings. Thus, this devotional and the next may have similar details.

The book begins with David, well stricken in years and nearing death. Adonijah declares that he will be king. David was not aware of the matter. Nathan, however, was. He counsels Bathsheba, who then speaks with David. David declares that Solomon will reign as the next king. Zadok anoints Solomon, and the people rejoiced. Adonijah fears for his life. When brought before Solomon, he instructs him to go to his house.

The next chapter begins with David counseling his son Solomon. David dies, and Adonijah challenges Solomon’s reign. The remainder of the chapter includes the deaths of several individuals. With the challenges met, Solomon’s reign is established.

Solomon makes an alliance with pharaoh in chapter three. The reign of Solomon was to be one of peace. However, Solomon took matters into his own hands, marrying the daughters of many nations. This would eventually turn his heart toward idolatry.

As the chapter continues, Solomon asks for wisdom and is granted it. He oversees the matter of two mothers who both insist the child is theirs. Through wisdom, Solomon gets to the truth of who the real mother is.

The princes, officers, and provisions of Solomon are found in chapter four. Hiram comes to Solomon in chapter five. Hearing he was king and being a good friend of David, he desired to see Solomon for himself. Solomon asks Hiram to assist him in building the temple.

Chapter six details the temple specifications. Solomon also had five other structures built, as stated in chapter seven. In chapter eight, the ark is relocated to the temple. This chapter concludes with a lengthy prayer of Solomon and his blessing over Israel.

The Lord appears to Solomon in chapter nine, telling him that He will be with Solomon and with Israel if they obey. If not, they will be cut off. Solomon gives gifts to Hiram, and chapter nine concludes with the cities and navy of Solomon.

The Queen of Sheba comes to Solomon in chapter ten. Hearing of his wisdom, she had to see it firsthand. The remainder of the chapter talks about the wisdom and wealth of Solomon. Everything seemed to be in order. The reign of Solomon was prosperous, and he followed after God. But in the next chapter, his heart would turn.

The many women that Solomon married turned his heart away. His heart was not perfect toward God as the heart of his father, David, was. Adversaries began to rise as the decline of Solomon continued. Eventually, the kingdom would split.

Solomon dies at the end of chapter eleven, and Rehoboam becomes king. Advised by elders and younger peers, Rehoboam heeds the younger individuals. The people are not happy. Ten tribes decide to make Jeroboam their king. The other two remain with Rehoboam.

Jeroboam sets up golden calves, bringing idol worship to Israel. He is confronted by a man of God in chapter thirteen. When the man of God fulfills what God called him to do, he sets out to return home. An older prophet lies to him, and he goes to his house to eat. His disobedience toward God costs him his life. Chapter thirteen presents the important lesson of obeying God in all things.

The evil of Jeroboam leads to God’s pronounced judgment in chapter fourteen. Rehoboam dies, and Abijam, his son, reigns in his stead. Following his death, Asa reigns as king of Judah. The account of his league with Syria is told, followed by his death. Jehoshaphat reigns as king next. Meanwhile, Nadab becomes king over Israel (North).

Jehu’s prophecy begins chapter sixteen, followed by Zimri’s short reign. Zimri became king through treason. Following his death, Omri reigns in Israel. The chapter ends with Ahab becoming king in Israel. Ahab was an evil king, and his wife, Jezebel, was arguably more wicked.

The next few chapters tell the account of Elijah. He prophesies that no rain will fall, and the land goes through a
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