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About the Author

Disclaimer: This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are products of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or to actual events is purely coincidental.

Other ALPHA 7 espionage novels by the author:

ALPHA 7 MISSION: LASER DEFENSE, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: PHENIX, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: GLACIER, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: DARK ECHO, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: FALCON, 2025

ALPHA 7 MISSION: PELICAN DOWN, 2025

ALPHA 7 PROTAGONISTS.

Classified Briefing Document – Joint Intelligence Directive MI6/ DGSE, Date of Issue: April 2014, Subject: Formation of Task Force Alpha 7. Following the unlawful annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in March 2014, Western intelligence agencies observed a sharp escalation in covert operations targeting critical infrastructure, diplomatic networks and economic interests across Europe, Africa and the Middle East. These operations, executed by non-attributable agents and proxies, marked a shift towards hybrid warfare blending cyber sabotage, disinformation and clandestine paramilitary actions. In response, the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and France’s Directorate General for External Security (DGSE) initiated a joint task force under a classified bilateral agreement. The unit would operate autonomously, outside conventional NATO command structures, with a mandate to counter Russian clandestine activities worldwide. Task Force Alpha 7 was established not only as a tactical counter-intelligence unit, but as the operational spearhead of a covert European Defence Pact designed to shield the continent from hostile state actors including Russia, China, North Korea and Iran. This pact is reinforced by a dual deterrence strategy: a nuclear umbrella provided by the United Kingdom and France, and a classified Laser Defence Shield capable of intercepting ballistic threats, rogue missile launches and satellite-based sabotage. Alpha 7’s mission is to ensure the integrity of this shield, prevent infiltration of its command systems and neutralise threats before they escalate into open conflict. Agents of Alpha 7 are deployed across energy corridors, cyber-vulnerable zones and diplomatic flashpoints. Their missions span regions such as North Africa, the Caspian Basin, the Baltic States, Southeast Asia, Syria, Ukraine and Sahel. Each operative is selected for elite proficiency in psychological warfare, cyber infiltration, linguistics and deep-cover espionage, and chosen for ideological resilience and operational discretion.

Damian Carter is a brilliant MI6 officer with expertise in classical languages, archaeology and international relations. Educated at Cambridge and Oxford, he frequently assumes the alias of director of Griffin Arts Group, an import-export firm specialising in antiquities. Emmy Carter is an art historian with experience at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and Christie’s Paris, specialising in provenance and cultural investigations. Eleanor Blake is a cryptography specialist whose codebreaking expertise is vital to Alpha 7’s secure communications. Victoria “Vicky” Langley is an investigative journalist with deep political and intelligence connections, formerly with the Financial Times and MI5. Julien Moreau, supervisor of Alpha 7, trained at École Polytechnique and is an expert in covert operations, cybersecurity and geopolitical strategy. Oliver Grant is a charismatic undercover operative with exceptional disguise and infiltration skills, trained at Scotland Yard. Sebastian “Seb” Turner is a former Special Air Service commando specialising in explosives and high-risk operations across the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Isabelle Lefevre is a cybersecurity and financial-systems expert with experience at Goldman Sachs, DGSI and Euronext Paris. Etienne Dubois is a surveillance specialist with a background in the BRB, skilled in tracking individuals, vehicles and buildings. Claire Fontaine is an art expert specialising in medieval and Renaissance works, formerly a curator at the Louvre. Lucien Martin is a scientist with a career spanning defence research and CERN, contributing to advanced European technologies. Clovis, Director of the DGSE, is a strategic mastermind with deep experience in military strategy and cyber intelligence.

ALPHA 7 HEADQUARTERS, PARIS.

Located behind a historic townhouse façade in the 8th arrondissement, the Alpha 7 headquarters contains a concealed, state-of-the-art command centre accessed through a hidden door in the library. The building includes an art gallery and antiquities import-export firm as cover identities. Security systems include biometric scanners, encrypted communications, AI-monitored perimeters and quantum-encrypted channels. Underground tunnels provide discreet mobility and emergency evacuation routes. Motto: In profundo veritas.

ECLIPSE ANTAGONISTS.

The Eclipse Consortium, founded in 2009, operates across Europe, the Middle East and Central Asia. Its primary activities include strategic destabilisation, resource control, cyber manipulation, covert influence operations and black-budget weapons development. Its command structure is cell-based, compartmentalised and fully deniable. Victor Orlov, founder and mastermind, was born into an elite Moscow family and educated in economics and geopolitics. Rising through Russian intelligence, he conducted economic sabotage and cyber operations. A strategist driven by power, he uses chaos as a tool and manipulation as an art. Oleg Kaperski, former Spetsnaz officer and operative for the KGB and FSB, is an expert in tactical coordination, arms trafficking, sabotage, extortion and assassination. Professor Wolf Schneider, born in East Germany in 1985 and smuggled to Russia under a Stasi-arranged identity, was absorbed into Soviet missile research and later became a leading weapons scientist in classified programmes. Anastasia Petrova, head of infiltration and psychological operations, has extensive GRU, KGB and FSB experience. A master of deception and interrogation, she is the strategic partner and wife of Victor Orlov.

ECLIPSE HEADQUARTERS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

The primary headquarters is hidden beneath a former palace in St Petersburg, serving as the strategic hub for global operations. Secondary command centres include an enormous underground complex in Artyom, Russia, a bunker in Belgrade supporting cyber operations and arms trading, and The Red Star in Nice, a Russian casino used for money laundering and covert negotiations. The Consortium employs cyber attacks, economic manipulation, infiltration and military actions. It operates weapons factories producing tanks, aircraft, satellites, ballistic missiles and laser weapons, and controls gold mines, diamonds and rare-earth materials.

VATICAN INTELLIGENCE & DIPLOMATIC NETWORK.

Cardinal Ettore Davini, later elected Pope Davini I, plays a central diplomatic role. Cardinal Armand Leblanc is head of the Vatican secret service. Cardinal Michele is the most influential Jesuit Cardinal in Rome. Conte, an officer of the Swiss Guard, provides operational support.

PROLOGUE MISSION GILGAMESH: 

The archaeologist John Gibbs began his walk at Tophane, weaving from Galata into the narrow streets of Çukurcuma. The quarter was alive with the scent of roasted chestnuts and the echo of footsteps on cobblestones. Antique shops lined the alleys — A La Turca, with its museum-like Ottoman furniture; Modern Tarih, where mid-century design mingled with relics; and the Aslihan Pasaji, an arcade of curiosities and forgotten books. But it was deeper in Turnacibasi Sokak, among the small family shops, that he found the place. The sign read Eskicioğlu Antik, a name whispered among collectors. Inside, the shelves sagged under manuscripts, coins, and Mesopotamian fragments. The air smelled of dust and incense. Behind a cracked amphora, half hidden, lay a clay tablet. Its surface was etched with cuneiform lines so precise, so ancient, that the archaeologist froze. He had studied replicas in Baghdad, seen fragments in Nineveh — but this was different. The text was unmistakable: a passage from the Epic of Gilgamesh, the Flood narrative. The patina, the weight, the script — it was real.

Suppressing his excitement, he asked the price. The shopkeeper, a descendant of the Eskicioğlu family, shrugged, unaware of its true value. Cash exchanged hands. The archaeologist wrapped the tablet in linen, concealing it from view. What the shopkeeper did not mention was the cellar beneath the shop — Byzantine foundations, Ottoman smuggling routes, hidden passages leading to forgotten cisterns. This tablet was no forgery. It was authentic, and its survival would change the mission. By dawn, the archaeologist was on a flight to London. In his case lay the artefact — a fragment of Gilgamesh, carried from Istanbul’s hidden quarter into the heart of Alpha 7’s next operation.
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Berlin, 23:47.

Rain fell in relentless sheets across the city, turning the streets of Prenzlauer Berg into shimmering ribbons of reflected light. Markus Keller sat alone in his apartment, a sanctuary cluttered with books, dossiers, and faded maps. The air was thick with the scent of old paper and the faint tang of whisky from a half-empty bottle on his desk—a silent companion through countless nights spent wrestling with secrets. Keller was a man of habit: each evening the same walk through the neighbourhood, the same nod to the concierge, the same cup of coffee by the window. But tonight, everything felt different. The city’s pulse was off-beat, as if Berlin itself sensed the storm gathering in its shadows.

His fingers moved deftly over the keyboard, eyes narrowed in concentration as he tried to break the latest Russian transmission. The code was intricate, woven from archaic words, numerical sequences, and cryptic references to forgotten expeditions. Tension coiled in his neck and shoulders. For a moment, his thoughts drifted to his daughter in Munich, to the promise he had made to her—one he now feared he could not keep. Safety, he knew, was an illusion in his world. The rain tapped a nervous rhythm against the window, mingling with the distant wail of a siren. Keller’s gaze wandered to the wall above his desk, where a map of Europe was peppered with red pins: sites of sabotage, unexplained disappearances, mysterious accidents. Berlin was no longer a safe haven. He remembered his mentor, an old cryptographer who had once told him that every code tells a story—and that some stories are deadly. A sudden flash of insight cut through his reverie. The name ‘Gilgamesh’ emerged from the code, not as a casual reference but as a key to something far greater. His heart thudded in his chest. This was no academic puzzle; this was a warning. He typed a message to MI6: “Gilgamesh – Flood narrative – immediate threat.” His hands trembled, but his mind was razor-sharp. As he waited for confirmation that the message had been sent, Keller’s thoughts wandered back to his childhood in Dresden—the smell of wet stone, the sound of the Elbe, his grandfather’s tales of lost treasures and secret societies. He had always known his work would one day place him in danger, but he had never imagined it would come so soon, or so violently. Footsteps echoed in the corridor outside. His heart pounded, adrenaline surging through his veins. He reached for his Walther PPK, the cold metal grounding him in the present. The door handle turned slowly, each second stretching into eternity. Keller thought of his daughter, of all the things he had left unsaid. The door burst open. A figure, face obscured by a balaclava, stepped inside. Keller fired, the shot cracking through the silence. The intruder moved with unnatural grace, dodging the bullet with a fluid motion. A muffled retort, pain lanced through Keller’s chest. He collapsed, blood spreading across the keyboard. On the monitor, the word ‘Gilgamesh’ continued to blink—a final message to the world. The intruder knelt beside him, whispering something in Russian. “You should not have searched.” Keller tried to reply, but his voice was a mere breath. The intruder rifled through the desk, pocketed a USB-stick, and vanished into the night. Keller was left alone, his breathing shallow, the room growing colder with each passing moment. Elsewhere in Berlin, the Pergamon Museum was shrouded in darkness. The night watchman, a middle-aged man with a passion for history, made his rounds, thinking of his family, his son’s birthday, the quiet comfort of routine. But the tranquillity was shattered by three masked intruders, their movements precise and rehearsed. They had studied the museum for weeks—every camera, every sensor, every pattern. They knew exactly when the guard would pass, when the cleaner would take a break, when the alarm would briefly reset. Their objective was clear: the Gilgamesh tablet, an artefact of immeasurable value. With surgical precision, they opened the display case, the glass sliding aside without a sound. The leader, a woman with eyes like ice, gave a curt command. “Quickly. No mistakes.” The tablet was wrapped, protected from harm. At that moment, the watchman rounded the corner. His eyes widened in shock, his hand reaching for his radio. A brief struggle ensued; the guard was subdued, his body hidden in a shadowed alcove.

The intruders slipped out through a side door
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