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      I dedicate this book, first and foremost, to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, my Heavenly Spouse, who has been so faithful in my life. I thank the Holy Spirit who gave me wisdom in writing this book and in teaching me how to love my earthly spouse so well.

      

      And to my earthly spouse Patrick, you are the tangible evidence of the grace of God in my life! Thank you for loving me in my darkest seasons and always speaking TRUTH over me. You draw out the BEST in me!!! I LOVE YOU WITH ALL OF ME- you are my everystuff!!!
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      A few years ago, I started noticing that Tiffany and I weren’t interacting as much at the end of the work day—some days I wouldn’t even notice it, because work was still heavy on my mind. I decided to ask her what the deal was…why was she being so quiet? She told me that she had been studying material on how to be a more in-tuned wife. The book said that if your husband is in a high-stress job, or just has a full workday in general, when he gets home he needs to be able to decompress. From about 3:00pm to 8:00pm, our brain is processing and settling down from the day—after that time, we’re ready to talk. It actually became a running joke. I would walk in and say “3 to 8, everything’s great!” Haha!

      Tiffany’s journey toward being a submissive wife, the change that I was seeing in my marriage, was so unfamiliar to me that it made me sit up and pay attention. I noticed the respect, and I noticed Tiffany finding more strength and purpose in her role as a wife and mother.

      This new dynamic changed the way I saw Tiffany, and how I love her and respect her. I would like to say that just because she is submissive to me doesn’t mean I’m always right—in fact, quite the contrary. I ask for her counsel on every decision even when I know it’s my call. Tiffany sticks by me even if she disagrees with me—she acknowledges me as the head of the household and knows I should be getting my answers from God. She has inspired me to grow and seek out how to be a better husband every day. It works both ways.

      
        
        God Bless,

        Patrick Quave
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      In this day and age when marriage has been so distorted and diverted from God’s original intent, I have felt for some time now that the Lord was calling me to write a book on His intentions for marriage. It is a very specific call—to share about submission in marriage from the perspective of a wife who has experienced and learned first-hand not only what that looks like, but how powerful it is.

      The Lord kept bringing this particular verbiage to my attention—The Art of Homage. From there, I turned to my faithful friend Mr. Webster to get a deeper meaning of the word “homage.”

      “special honor or respect shown publicly”

      EX: “a man doing homage to his personal Lord.”

      Some synonyms for homage include: respect, acknowledgement, admiration, praise.

      Dear friends, sweet sisters, this is what my book is about: me paying homage to my Lord and what He has shown me through the beautiful gift of marriage. The Art of Respect, Acknowledgement, Admiration, and Praise to my Lord for revealing the mystery of His intentions in the POWER OF SUBMISSION!

      This has not been an easy road! It has been one of many tantrums, kicking, screaming (emotionally and privately having an all-out punching fight with the air), confusion, misunderstandings, and even loneliness. But I am at a place now where I am seeing so clearly why The Lord didn’t let up. Why The Lord has been so diligently in my face about this thing called submission. I felt like I was wearing The Holy Spirit slap out…but He is the One who wouldn’t stop. He was teaching me something, taking me down a path that was unfamiliar.

      Growing up in the church, I witnessed Christian women be bitter, resentful, and bossy with their husbands—respect left the same time Aretha started to sing about it. Most women I encountered would say “never let a man tell you what to do—always have control!” Add that on top of a little girl who felt either controlled, rejected, or abused by men, and you have yourself a strong cocktail for an independent woman!

      So, as I begin, I am writing from a place of such humbleness; my pride has done left with the self-righteousness I used to walk around with as a wife who loved The Lord but wanted everything her way. This is my Art of Homage to The Lord, my respect, praise, and admiration to my Heavenly Spouse who taught me how to love my earthly spouse. Breakthroughs and miracles have begun to take place not only individually but in our marriage! Knowing what I know now, I regretfully acknowledge my stubbornness held me back.

      If you need a fresh perspective on marriage, I invite you to humble yourselves and open your spiritual ears to what your Heavenly Spouse has for you, Dear Sister—if you are anything like me, it will be a powerful change.

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            Chapter 1

          

          
            R-E-S-P-E-C-T

          

          Find out what it means to me….

        

      

    

    
      I’m not sure what R-E-S-P-E-C-T meant to Aretha Franklin, but I sure know now what it means to me when it comes to respecting my husband….
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        “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to The Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, His body, and is Himself it’s Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.”

        Ephesians 5:22-24 NIV

      

      

      

      

      This verse right here used to make me cringe, no disrespect to The Word of God; it made me cringe because of how it’s been abused and delivered with an underlying undertone of control. And if we are honest, we’d collectively say as women that we feel it has been used out of context—in an abusive marriage where an abusive husband, who is not submitted to The Lord, uses this verse to control and manipulate his wife. The verse does clearly instruct the wives to submit, as the husband is to be an example of Christ and is submitted to The Lord. God clearly establishes order and structure in marriage. I would like to unpack this on a deeper level and say something many women may not like at first….

      God has given me the privilege to minister to many women who say, “But Tiffany, my husband is far from Christ-like, how you expect me to submit to him when he is a jerk?” I will discuss this in more detail in a later chapter called “The Art of Submission,” but I want you to chew on this in the meantime: what if God wants you to help bring your husband into his Christ-likeness through the respect and honor you show him despite his shortcomings? Once again, I am not talking about physical abuse. God is NEVER okay with that! The point I’m trying to bring home here is that God has called me to submit to my spouse at times when I thought he wasn’t as spiritual as me, when I didn’t think I should submit, and disrespect and strife filled our home.

      Notice that our Scripture from Ephesians never commands a wife to love her husband, but to submit to him, which is how we show our respect to him, because our husbands feel loved when they are respected! You see ladies, God wired men to feel most loved when they are shown respect. I’m not saying they don’t have other love languages, but the way we can best communicate love as wives is by showing respect to our husbands. 

      Another important point I’d like to bring up is that sometimes we may feel like we are respecting our husband, but it’s not in the way they feel respected.

      Ex: “I cook and clean all day—that is how I show my respect, and that’s enough!”

      Yet, when your spouse walks in the door, he’s greeted by passive-aggressive words, with eye rolls and body language that suggest frustration and anger. Do you see how this might not show respect? Respect starts from the heart, ladies!

      Respect means to hold your husband in high regard.

      (Yes, above anyone else!)

      Respect means recognition of your husband.

      (Recognizing our husband’s needs and making sure his needs are a priority to us!)

      Respect means to honor your husband.

      (Not to disregard him or his opinions, always open to see his side of things and not just your own.)

      Respect means to honor your husband in another way too…Honor him enough to communicate, not nag, about things that are of concern to you or things that have the potential to build up and cause resentment. When we don’t communicate properly, it turns into the passive-aggressiveness that causes toxicity in our home and with our spouse.

      Search your heart in this moment as you think specifically about your husband and the ways in which he feels respected by you. I understand your heart may still be struggling as you contemplate…You may be thinking, or maybe even screaming, “WHAT ABOUT ME, TIFFANY? I’m the one drowning here and he doesn’t notice, he doesn’t see me or even acts like he cares!”

      This is why, before we go deeper, the next chapter will discuss why we feel justified in not showing respect. We get stuck in our wounds, wounds that turn into bitterness and offense

      
        
        
          
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        
        
      

      

      

      

    

  

OEBPS/images/blockquote-big-66-screen.png





This Font Software is licensed under the SIL Open Font License, Version 1.1.
This license is copied below, and is also available with a FAQ at:
http://scripts.sil.org/OFL


-----------------------------------------------------------
SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.



OEBPS/images/the-power-of-submission.jpg





OEBPS/images/tiffany-and-husband.jpg





OEBPS/images/lakeview-publications-logo.jpg
LakEview






