
[image: image]




Peg Looms & Weaving Sticks

[image: image]

COMPLETE HOW-TO GUIDE AND 30+ PROJECTS

Noreen Crone-Findlay

STACKPOLE
BOOKS

Guilford, Connecticut






To my Beloved, my best friend and husband, Jim Findlay, and also to our wonderful family—Chloe, Clancy, James, Angus, and Alli—with gratitude and love to infinity and beyond. And to my sister, Lesley-Ann, who is a treasure beyond measure. Also to my wonderful weaving friends: You inspire and delight me, and I hope that this book will, in turn, inspire and delight you!

May it be a stepping stone to your creativity. Happy weaving!

[image: image]


Published by Stackpole Books

An imprint of Globe Pequot

Trade Division of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc.

4501 Forbes Boulevard, Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 20706

Distributed by NATIONAL BOOK NETWORK

800-462-6420

Copyright © 2017 Rowman & Littlefield

Photography by Noreen Crone-Findlay

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, without written permission from the publisher, except by a reviewer who may quote passages in a review.

The contents of this book are for personal use only. Patterns herein may be reproduced in limited quantities for such use. Any large-scale commercial reproduction is prohibited without the written consent of the publisher.

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy and completeness of these instructions. We cannot, however, be responsible for human error, typographical mistakes, or variations in individual work.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Information available

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Crone-Findlay, Noreen, author.

Title: Peg looms and weaving sticks : complete how-to guide and 30+ projects / Noreen Crone-Findlay.

Description: Lanham : Stackpole Books, an imprint of Globe Pequot, Trade Division of The Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group, Inc., [2017]

Identifiers: LCCN 2017018886 (print) | LCCN 2017019646 (ebook) | ISBN 9780811764810 (e-book) | ISBN 9780811716123 (pbk. : alk. paper)

Subjects: LCSH: Hand weaving--Patterns.

Classification: LCC TT848 (ebook) | LCC TT848 .C6845.2017 (print) | DDC 746.1/4041--dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017018886

[image: image] The paper used in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992.

First Edition

Printed in the United States of America


Contents

Acknowledgments

Introduction

CHAPTER 1
Getting to Know Your Peg Loom

What Is a Peg Loom?

What Are Weaving Sticks?

How Do I Choose a Loom?

CHAPTER 2
Basic Techniques

Start with Warp Strands

Knots for Weaving

How to Weave on a Peg Loom

How to Weave with Weaving Sticks

Finishing Techniques

Steaming and Blocking

Stitching Pieces Together

[image: image]

[image: image]

CHAPTER 3
Getting Started

Mobius Strip Cowl

Cozy Headband

CHAPTER 4
Weaving Circles

How to Weave a Circle

How to Weave a Pinwheel Circle

Pillbox Hat

Two-Color Pillbox Hat

Blessing Basket

Three-Color Blessing Basket

Brooches

Buttons

Masks

Circular Vest

Collar Statement Necklace

[image: image]

CHAPTER 5
Squares and Other Shapes

How to Weave a Square

How to Weave a Small Square on Three Weaving Sticks or Pegs

Circles and Squares Rug

Square Baskets

Leaves and Petals

Fanciful Folkloric Flower

Folkloric Flower Pin or Hair Clip

Folkloric Flowers Rug

Circles on a Square Heart

CHAPTER 6
Dolls and Toys

Nreenie Dolls

Gallery of Nreenie Dolls

Pegagurumi Woven Toys

Pegagurumi Arms and Legs

Pegagurumi Basic Body

Elephant

Koala

Panda

Snowman

Bunny

Frog

Teddy Bear

Octopus

Owl

CHAPTER 7
Working with Color

How to Work with Templates and Patterns

Eccentric Wefts

How to Make Vertical Color Changes

How to Weave Geometric Patterns

Weaving Narrow Bands

Celebration Chair Seat

Bag for a Yoga Mat or Peg Loom

Rolling Hills Tapestry

Upholstered Chair

Butterfly Table Mat

Cozy Roving Shawl

Trees in Four Seasons Screen

Gallery

Weaving Terms

Resources


Acknowledgments

[image: image]

Without peg looms and weaving sticks upon which to work, this book couldn’t happen, and so I am most grateful to the generosity of the following lovely people: Donna and Gary McFarland from Dewberry Ridge, dewberryridge.com; Lynette Richter from Daisy Hill Handiworks, daisyhillhandiworks.blogspot.com; Dennis Riley from Daegrad Tools, daegrad.co.uk; Jules Kliot at Lacis Museum of Lace & Textiles, lacis.com.

A weaving book also does not happen without yarn, so I am hugely grateful to my main yarn supplier: Thank you, John Little at briggsandlittle.com. Thank yous also go to the gracious people at Lion Brand. My daughter-in-love/law, Alliston Findlay, of nomadfibreworks.com, is a master spinner and I appreciate how she blesses me with her beautiful hand-spun yarns.

I am so grateful to all the people who have worked so hard to bring this book into being, beginning with editor Deb Smith, who began the process at Stackpole Books, and Candi Derr and Julie Marsh, who took the book to completion at Rowman & Littlefield. Thanks also to the production team, especially Wendy Reynolds. I am very grateful to you! Thank you!



[image: image]


Introduction

I first began weaving with peg looms and weaving sticks almost two decades ago, and I am still madly in love with them. In fact, the more I work with them, the more I love them. I am constantly astonished and delighted by the creative potential of these simple little looms.

I have absolutely loved developing new ways of working with peg looms and weaving sticks. My hope is that the projects and techniques in this book will be a source of inspiration for you, stepping stones that will enhance and expand your delight in peg loom weaving. I am looking forward to seeing what you weave based on these designs and techniques.

This book was written with a sense of joy and completely comes from a place of love. I hope that you will feel that in its pages and come up with your own creative projects and designs.

This, my friends, is my wish for you. Happy weaving!

With love and gratitude,
Noreen.


CHAPTER 1

Getting to Know Your Peg Loom
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Before we begin, I am going to go pour myself a cup of tea, and I suggest that you pour one for yourself—or whatever you like to linger over while chatting with a friend. You see, this chapter is very much a conversation. As I am writing it, I am remembering the questions that people have asked me in workshops, on Facebook, and on Ravelry, and I am going to answer them for you to the best of my ability. Even though I have been weaving with peg looms and weaving sticks for decades now, these are my opinions, based on my experiences, so my answers might not quite fit your circumstances. So I’d like you to take my opinions and use them to form your own answers.

Let’s pour our tea, and get started.

What Is a Peg Loom?

A little bit of confusion swirls around the exact nature of a peg loom. Some looms on the market are called “peg looms,” but they are not the kind of peg loom that we are going to be working with in this book.

Those “other peg looms” are quite different from ours. They are frame looms that use nails or plastic or wooden pegs to hold the warp strands strung in tension back and forth starting from the upper to the lower edges of the loom. The weft goes under and over the warp strands until the loom is full.

The peg looms in this book could probably be more accurately described as “dowel looms.” Dowels, called “pegs,” fit into holes drilled into the base so they stand vertically and firmly in place. If the pegs don’t stand firmly in place, they will fall out and pull together while you’re weaving and the tension will be awful Test the pegs to make sure they are firmly in place before you buy a peg loom. If you can’t test the loom yourself (perhaps because you are buying it online), be sure to buy from a trusted, reputable loom builder.

[image: Another kind of peg loom, but not the kind we are working with in this book.]

Just slightly above the base, each peg has a hole drilled in it so warp strands can pass through the peg and hang freely behind the base The weaving is done on the pegs When the pegs are full, they are gently lifted out of the base, then eased up through the weaving until the weaving is resting on the warp strands and the pegs are empty, ready to be filled with weaving again.

In this way, our peg looms work very differently from the other peg looms. Think of the dowel pegs as lengths of warp strand that froze in place—they no longer need to be held in tension the way string warp strands do And, because the top ends of the frozen warp strands (aka the pegs) don’t need to be tied to the upper side of a loom, voila, there is no upper side to our peg loom!

The weft (the yarn that does the filling up of the weaving) ambles around the pegs on its path to becoming a finished piece In reality, the weft yarn is still going over/ under and under/over the warp strands But when you are weaving on the peg loom, what you see is weft going behind or passing in front of the peg.

Peg looms have another great advantage: The finished length of the weaving is not determined by the size of the peg loom, only by the length of the warp strands chosen for the weaving. Peg looms and weaving sticks can also be easily used to create all kinds of free-form shapes using short row techniques But we’ll chat more about that later.

[image: The type of peg loom we will be using in this book.]
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What Are Weaving Sticks?

Weaving sticks are dowels or rods with one flattened end and one gently pointed end. Near the flattened end, a hole is drilled through the dowel.

Weaving sticks are meant to be held in your hand while you weave, so they are most often sold in sets of four or six. They don’t usually fit into a base, but some companies make different versions that have a large clothespin or small wooden base. Weaving sticks have a more streamlined end than pegs, and the hole is closer to the end Weaving sticks are wonderfully portable, and you can do an amazing amount of very satisfying weaving with them.

Can you use the pegs from a peg loom as weaving sticks? Yes, in a pinch, but the shaping of the end of weaving sticks and the placement of the hole closer to the end make weaving sticks more efficient for hand holding than the pegs from your loom.

[image: A variety of peg looms and weaving sticks are available in different sizes.]

Because weaving sticks are held together in your hand, with no spaces between them, they yield a denser and firmer finished fabric than a peg loom This can be a great advantage in some projects.

How Do I Choose a Loom?

If you are trying to decide which set of weaving sticks or which loom to buy, think about the projects you want to make in the context of the following questions and consider my opinions. Remember, these truly are my opinions. Yes, I have put decades of work into weaving with peg looms and weaving sticks, but not everyone weaves the same or has the same experiences. So if these “answers” don’t work for you, that’s just fine. As you gain more experience, you will find the perfect loom or weaving sticks that you will love to pieces. Trust me on this one: The more I weave on peg looms and with weaving sticks, the more I adore them! I know you will, too.

What is your favorite weight of yarn to work with?

Answer A: Very fine yarns and threads

Choose pegs or weaving sticks that are ⅛” (3 mm), 3/32” (2.4 mm), or ¼” (6 mm) in diameter.

Answer B: Medium weight yarns, light weight roving, narrow strips of T-shirt yarn

Choose pegs or weaving sticks that are ¼” (6 mm) or ⅜” (9 mm) in diameter.

Answer C: Heavy weight yarns, thick fabric strips, bulky yarns held together

Choose pegs or weaving sticks that are ⅜” (9 mm) or ½” (1.3 cm) in diameter.

Does the spacing of the holes on a peg loom make a difference?

Yes! The more space there is between the holes, the more weft you are going to need to fill those gaps; otherwise, you run the risk of ending up with flimsy, gappy, unhappy fabric. So, if you have wide spaces, choose thicker weft and lots more rows to give a pleasing fabric that is worth the time, effort, and cost of materials.

Ideally, you should choose a loom that has proportionally spaced pegs, which means that the space between the pegs is no wider than the diameter of the pegs.

What’s the best height for pegs?

If you plan on doing a lot of color changing and patterning work or if you plan on using templates (more on that later, too), then definitely choose longer pegs. They should be at least 6” (15 cm) tall measured from the base of the loom to the tip of the peg. If you don’t plan to do pattern weaving or use templates, choose shorter pegs and advance the weft more often.

What’s the best length for weaving sticks?

The length of weaving sticks depends on the size of the sticks and what you plan to weave on them. For instance, 10” (25 cm) is great for projects like the Bag for a Yoga Mat or Peg Loom (see page 141), but 6” (15 cm) actually works better for
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A variety of peg looms and weaving sticks are available in different sizes.
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Weaving stick.
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