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	To the Heroes of faith of all times and especially,
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Foreword

	We all agree that our world seems to be in a terrible mess. Our senses are daily bombarded with images of war, starvation, drugs, violence, sex and crime; and it doesn’t seem to be getting better. 

	Even though the world seems like a place devoid of hope, there is still hope. God has placed us here so that we might become the light of the world and the salt of the earth. For where there is starvation, we must feed the hungry; where there is a lack of garments, we must clothe the naked; where there is poverty, we must bless the poor; where there is oppression, we must lift the downtrodden.

	We are here as God’s Agents of Miracles. We cannot allow the world to be held hostage to the enemy’s plans and desires. All who follow the risen Christ must lift those who have not discovered the saving, healing and reconciling power of God. For the sick, we become healers; for the weak, we become strength; for the outcast, we become friends; for the despairing, we become messengers pointing the way to the Lord Jesus Christ, who makes us hope for a fallen and despondent world. All we meet need to see Christ, our hope of glory, revealed through the attitudes and actions with which we approach life. 

	God is still in control. He has not lost His power, neither has He grown old-fashioned or out-of-date. Faith in God can still change the circumstances of your personal life and of the world in which you live.

	Faith! Just saying or hearing the word produces goose pimples for many people. The word makes them nervous because for 

	them faith is some weird, hazy concept.

	Faith is not something to fear. It is the most powerful and creative force in the world. Faith in God can mean the difference between life and death, health and sickness, prosperity and deprivation, and success and failure. 

	One thing is certain: the only way to reach our world for Christ is by a demonstration of God’s power through faith. Our world awaits healing and deliverance. Our world awaits answers to the troubling questions of our time. Our world awaits hope.

	We who know the Lord of health, deliverance, truth, and hope have two options. We can sit idle and watch our world disintegrate, or we can believe God to help us change our world. I have chosen the latter. 

	In the pages of this book Faith to Change your World, I will firstly examine faith: What is it? What can it do? What is the basis of it? How do we get it? Secondly, I will look at the stories of several people described in the New Testament who experienced extremely difficult circumstances, but whose lives were turned around when they placed their faith in God. Thirdly, I will share with you my own journey of faith from being a pool-boy in Nigeria to my calling as the Founder and Pastor of one of the largest churches in the world and as a messenger of the gospel in more than one hundred nations. Fourthly, I will examine the lives of some of the great men and women of faith in the Bible to see what we can learn from them. Finally I will study fear: What is it? How can we overcome it to become world-changers?

	May the Spirit of the living God guide you as you read this book and absorb its message, and may it serve as God’s anointed message of faith to you personally: Get ready to change your world for God!      

	 

	Benson A. Idahosa

	Benin City, Nigeria

	

	

The Epistle Of Faith


	Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report. Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

	By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

	By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.

	But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.

	By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.

	By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.

	By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

	Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised.

	Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

	These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.

	By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, that in Isaac shall thy seed be called: accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

	By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.

	By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff.

	By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and gave commandment concerning his bones.

	By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment.

	By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.

	By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible.

	Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them.

	By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

	By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

	By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

	And what shall I more say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of the aliens.

	Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: and others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 

	And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.

	Hebrews 11:1-40 

	 

	


Part I

	The Basics Of Faith

	… now faith is …

	 

	


Chapter 1

	What Is Faith?

	“But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

	 

	What is faith? The dictionary definition of faith is complete trust, confidence, or reliance (Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary, Simon & Schuster, New York, 1979). We could say, “I have faith in her as a leader.”, “I trust that person”, “You can rely on him”. In much simpler words, faith simply means believing, Since we are talking about faith in God, faith means that we can believe God, we can trust Him, we can rely on His Word.

	Faith is believing God, trusting Him, and relying on Him no matter what circumstances or situations we may be experiencing. For this reason, God places faith very high on the list of priorities for life. To believe God is to pay Him a high compliment. We affirm that He is trustworthy in our ht. This pleases God. To disbelieve God is to pay Him the worst insult. It is to regard Him as unreliable and untrustworthy. Because of this, the Bible declares that it is impossible to please God without faith. 

	Anyone of us should understand this viewpoint when we see in the light of faith’s definition. We all like to be trusted, and are offended when others fail to have confidence in us. God feels the same way. The difference is that men are often not trustworthy, while God is always trustworthy. Men often cannot be trusted, while God can always be trusted. Many rimes it is dangerous to put our confidence in men, for they frequently fail; but it is never dangerous to put our trust in God, for He never fails. 

	God declared through His prophet Malachi: 

	“For I am the Lord, I change not” (Malachi 3:6a).

	He never changes. He is always the same. He is totally responsible and completely trustworthy. We can have confidence in Him and rely totally on His Word. 

	When the apostle Paul was being taken to Rome by ship, the vessel was endangered by a great storm. Everything on the ship was tossed overboard to lighten the vessel, but this didn’t help; the storm was too fierce. Finally, after many days, all those aboard had lost hope of being saved and were preparing to die. But God spoke to Paul and told him that there would be no loss of life, although the ship itself would indeed be destroyed. Then Paul went up on deck and addressed everyone, telling them not to be afraid because God had spoken to him. Paul said: 

	“Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me” (Acts 27:25).

	Paul trusted God completely. He was not afraid to declare what he had been told because he knew God to be trustworthy and completely reliable. God does what He says He will do. We can rely on it. He never disappoints our faith. Therefore, the writer of the Book of Hebrews declares: 

	“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. Let us holdfast the profession of our faith without wavering (for He is faithful that promised)” (Hebrews 10:22-23).

	It took much courage for Paul to stand before all those passengers and crew and make such a daring prediction: the ship will be destroyed, but with no loss of life. This is the nature of faith in God. When you know God and His faithfulness, you dare to risk all for His will, believing that you cannot lose. People of faith are men and women who choose to meet the dangers and difficulties of life with great courage, those who refused to believe Satan’s lies, who dare to stand for God, and in the process, who change their world for the better.

	Abraham believed God when He called him to journey to a better place that God had prepared for him and his family. Thus, Abraham left his own land and traveled toward the Promised Land to form a new and godly nation, thereby becoming the father of all who believe. Joseph believed what God told him in dreams and persevered through faith to become the prime minister of Egypt and to save the fledgling nation of Israel. Moses believed and obeyed God’s word spoken to him from a burning bush, that he should be God’s mighty servant to deliver God’s people from the bondage of the Pharaohs. 

	David believed God’s word given through the prophet Samuel that God would take David from the sheepfold to pastor the nation by being its king. All happened just as God had said. Likewise, Paul became the apostle to the Gentiles because he heard the voice of God and accepted God’s purpose for his life. 

	In every generation, men and women have become living legends of faith because they refused to be dragged down by the circumstances of life. We admire these giants of the faith; these world-changers who dared to believe and fulfill their God-given dreams. We read their biographies and would say: if only I could have a measure of the faith they possessed, I too could do great things for God.

	In fact, we all have the measure of faith necessary to dare, to reach, and to triumph. We can all be world-changers. We can all trust God. 

	God’s promises are not just for a few, but for all who hear an answer His call. This is faith. It is such a simple thin, Believing God’s word to us and doing what He asks is the essence of this seemingly illusive quality. 

	Many believers in our generation have developed a wrong concept about faith. For them faith has become some sort of magic, a charm by which they can obtain the things they want in life. This concept is not biblical. 

	Faith is not a
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