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      This book is designed to be a resource for teachers to ‘dip into’ and use as part of the process of greening their teaching, and in parallel the greening of their educational institution. It doesn’t contain lesson plans or ready-to-use teaching materials; rather, it is a source of ideas that teachers can take and adapt to their specific learning contexts.

      Some of the 50 ideas are based around climate change topics you can integrate into your teaching, while others suggest projects that encourage learners to apply their language and environmental knowledge to real world issues with a local connection. There is also a number of ideas for reducing the carbon footprint of your institution.

      One of the challenges with integrating climate topics into ELT is a lack of resources; at least resources at a suitable level, particularly for lower-level learners. This book contains many links to climate resources that can be used in class, but many of them are designed for a native-speaker audience and thus operate at quite a high level. Because of this, you will often see reference to the use of the learners’ first languages in the class. It might be useful for them to read a text in their own language about a particular climate issue and then develop, for example, a poster campaign in English based on that same theme.

      Translanguaging—the way learners use both the new language and their native language in parallel to communicate effectively—is becoming increasingly prevalent as an approach in English language teaching. It thus seems entirely appropriate and indeed realistic that for some of the activities in this book some learners will need to work both in their own language and in English.

      Some of the ideas in this book can be used exactly as they are; but in some contexts, adaptation will be needed. Bringing climate and sustainability topics into schools and classes is exciting and sometimes challenging, and even guided by the 50 ideas in the book, you will find yourself busy, whether you are writing level-specific tasks for a text you download from the internet, finding a suitable text in your own language, or persuading your school to reduce its use of paper handouts. But this is a climate emergency.

      How to use this book

      Browse the book until you become familiar with the structure and approach. Then when you see a topic that will interest your learners, an activity type that will suit your classes, or an approach to school greening that you think you can use, take a deep dive into that idea. You might need to adapt it to your classroom context. Once you have used one of the ideas, start to explore how ideas from each of the five sections can integrate with your classes and course book, and how some of the school greening ideas can link with current activities in your school.

      Some of the 50 ideas that are lesson-specific, have an indication of the levels and ages that they can be used with and, where appropriate, note the functional language they could be used to develop and practise. Functional language is suggested to facilitate the use of the ideas across a range of levels. However, in many cases, a whole range of language could be used; and in some cases, there may be no specific language focus.

      Beyond the language, the 21st century skills of collaboration, creativity, critical thinking, and communication can also be readily applied to climate-related topics, and you can practise them with many of the ideas in the book.

      Equally, some of the 50 ideas note specific climate topics that will be explored, from this list of ten:

      
        	Biodiversity

        	Energy use

        	Global Citizenship – Climate Justice

        	Healthy Living

        	Litter

        	Marine Life

        	Sustainability

        	Transport

        	Waste

        	Water

      

      A final note: there is reference in this book to learners researching green issues online. If learners in your context have no, or poor-quality, internet access, you will need to visit the resources yourself and note down the key points and share them with the learners.
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      Climate change and ELT

      If there is one statement that best summarises the approach taken by this book, it would be this:

      
        
        “Green teachers teach best in green schools.”

      

      

      English is the language of the climate debate round the world, and the idea of integrating climate change topics into ELT classes is becoming more and more mainstream. Indeed, recent global research done by the author for the British Council suggests that ELT learners around the world, specifically teenagers, are enthusiastic about the idea of learning more about the climate crisis in English specifically from their EFL teachers.

      There is more to the interface between EFL and the climate crisis than just the teaching content. The idea of a teaching institution having a green culture embedded in everything it does is an excellent parallel to having climate change-related topics being taught in class. In fact, it would be rather hypocritical to teach topics around, for example, reducing paper usage when the institution itself does nothing to reduce its own paper usage.

      As a result, in this book you will find several activities around the greening of institutions and their operations as well as classroom-based activities. As a teacher involved in climate change education, you surely also have an opportunity, if not a responsibility, to support your institution as it implements more environment-friendly ways of working.
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            Greening Your Classroom
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      The ideas in this section are designed to make ‘green’ the default teaching context. In effect, a green backdrop to your day-to-day teaching will reinforce the activities that you lead in the classroom.

      The ideas include physical classroom resources that provide a literal classroom backdrop, approaches to a zero-waste classroom, and encouraging learners to act as green prefects. Some of the ideas also focus on you as a teacher, encouraging you to engage in green CPD and ultimately to lead some workshops in your institution too.
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            Make a classroom of green ideas

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Levels: A2 and above

        Ages: All

        Climate content: All

      

      

      The aim of this idea is to have an (ideally) permanent ‘green’ resource in the classroom. This could be a noticeboard, a whiteboard, or a series of posters, making environmental issues the literal backdrop to our teaching.

      Who can contribute to the noticeboard?

      Everybody, including:

      
        	learners (if you teach a number of different ages in the same room, you may need more than one noticeboard, so the content is age-specific);

        	teachers;

        	school management;

        	parents.

      

      What can be added to the noticeboard?

      Anything at all about an environmental topic, local or international, with ideas being added at any time across the school year. What matters is that people add the ideas because they are important to them. The formats might include a photograph, a link to an article or video, a few inspiring words, or a summary of a project. You may want to add some examples initially to begin the process.

      How can they be organised?

      Try sections such as these or any others you prefer. Examples of topics have been put in each section. These are aimed at B1 plus levels, other learners may require more scaffolding.

      
        
        The challenges

      

      

      
        	the water in our river

        	the negative impacts of climate change

        	the water crisis

        	what traffic pollution does to our lungs

        	endangered species

      

      
        
        What can we do?

      

      

      
        	transport to school – can it be changed?

        	composting and planting

        	energy audits

        	lights-off hour

        	minimise food waste

      

      How can we use the resource in class?

      One way is, once a week, to have a ten-minute review of what has been added to the noticeboard in the past week and build on the themes with some oral discussion or possibly a writing task.
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            Get learners to make some green commitments

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
        Levels: B1 and above

        Ages: All

        Climate content: Energy use, transport, waste, water

        Language opportunities: Making public commitments, reflecting on achievements

      

      

      The aim is for learners to write and share three green commitments, things they will do to reduce their environmental footprint and that they are able to confirm they have done.

      For example, if a primary learner writes “I will reduce my paper waste”, they might show photographs of their litter bin now and after they have changed behaviour. Of course, this is not at all scientific, and people can ‘cheat’, but it does underline the importance of keeping commitments you make.

      How it works

      This commitment-making session can be done after a lesson on family footprints or environment-positive actions that we can all take. Headings that might inspire learners include amongst others:

      
        	reducing paper and plastic waste;

        	electricity and gas usage;

        	traffic and transport;

        	shopping locally and for local products;

        	water usage.

      

      Lower level and young learners will likely need lexical and conceptual support.

      The commitments should be written on strips of (waste/recycled) paper together with the learner’s name and displayed around the classroom walls. Other learners can review them, and you can introduce an element of competition with learners asking each other to “prove it!”
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