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In what was the highlight of Paul’s ministry, he recounted his conversion story to king Agrippa.  The king listened intently.  Paul was striking a chord in the king, awaking feelings that the king had never felt, and it scared him—how could he identify with Christians?  Obviously, the king couldn’t be partial to the Christians.  The king wanted to remain indifferent to Paul’s message and act as if the experience was of no consequence to him, but Paul knew better.  Paul read the king’s heart.  He perceived by the spirit through revelation that the king was convinced Jesus was the Messiah.




Why did king Agrippa hesitate to endorse and support Paul?  Had his bureaucratic life of position made him comfortable in his power and place in Roman society?  Would he have been fired from his position, even killed, if he sided with the Christians?  He surrounded himself with friends, Felix and Beatrice, and he spoke condescendingly to Paul, telling him that he almost persuaded him to become a Christian.  A line of demarcation existed between the Roman secularist and the Christian converts.  The Romans mocked the minority group called Christians, preferring the power of the empire and the glory of association with people of influence and power to the dead end of joining the persecuted Christians, maybe even forfeiting his life as a result.  The term, Christian, was not a moniker to be respected; rather, it was one to be ridiculed and persecuted—eradicated, if possible, especially if it served to continue to establish the king’s power in the region.




The great and spacious building found recorded in the Book of Mormon was in full swing in Rome, and king Agrippa knew he needed to distance himself from the likes of Paul and his little band of Christians if he was going to continue to enjoy the good life in Rome.  This theoretical building represented the world mocking those who sought the love of God through obedience to His laws and thus partake of the sweet and beautiful fruit obtained at the tree of life.  King Agrippa needed to point and shout at those who were following the path to the fruit of the love of God, clinging to the iron rod, so king Agrippa publicly ridiculed Paul and the other Christians from his secure position in that great and spacious building, along with all of his friends, Felix and Beatrice, representing all that was the world, even in the light of the new testimony of Christ the Lord that was growing and glowing dimly inside of him.




From that great and spacious building, looking down their noses at those outside of the building who wore plain clothing, though neat, clean and comely, the rich and worldly, in their fine clothing and expensive, scented oils, engaging in raucous laughter, eating their rich foods and drinking all kinds of recreational party drinks, the world, the empire and the king preferred to subjugate differences in opinion with military might.  If Paul and the Christians represented rebellion against the authority and iron fist of Rome, and open rebellion broke out in Jerusalem, legions could be mobilized from distant parts of the empire to converge on Jerusalem and teach them a lesson on how the empire worked and tolerated no rebels.  The rebellion would be unceremoniously crushed as an example to the rest of the empire.




Paul’s mission was to testify of Christ before Caesar in Rome, not to rise up against the Roman oppressors with military might.  Paul, as a Roman citizen, himself, was in a good position to testify in Rome.  He had become a Christian and Apostle of Christ in Syria, on the road to Damascus, and he had gone to Jerusalem to meet with Peter and the other apostles who had been born Jews.  He learned at their feet, but they weren’t as accepting of Paul as Paul was of them.  They didn’t always like the idea of a gentile becoming a Christian, even an apostle, especially one who had made it his goal to eradicate Christians like stepping on cockroaches.  Paul, however, was more than willing to give his life to testify of Christ than ever before.  He was undaunted by the doubts of the Jews-turned-Christians in Israel.  He was made a tool of Christ in disseminating His word throughout the world.  He well knew how Christians could be persecuted for raising their voices and preaching Christ.  He used to persecute them, and he was present at the stoning of Stephen.  Since he was born a Roman, Paul wasn’t circumcised, nor had he lived the Law of Moses.  This also bothered the Jews-turned-Christians.  They had always lived under the Law of Moses, and all males were circumcised as a sign of obedience to God, Yahweh.  They didn’t know or understand that converts to Christianity of the gentiles didn’t also need to be Jews and live the Law of Moses.  It took them awhile just to figure out that the Law of Moses was fulfilled.  The Law of Christ had mercifully superseded the Law of Moses.




Paul was skilled in debate and had defeated the Jews on many occasions when accusations or attempts on his life were issued.  He was either for or against the gospel.  He could not be characterized as lukewarm.  Paul gave a 100 percent of his effort in his cause.  His mission was to testify before the Roman power oligarchy that Jesus was the Messiah.  He was not to be worried over other things because the Lord would have him declare His word.  Jews feared Saul of Tarsus, who pursued the rebels with anger.  He pursued them in their synagogues, and soldiers dragged them out to be punished.  He hounded them wherever he could find them and stood by as they were punished or killed.  Paul had the gift of prophecy.  He was a Pharisee, a student of Gamiel, a believer in the resurrection of man.  Numerous spiritual gifts were given to Paul including the gift of healing.  It seems strange with so many spiritual gifts that his heart was hardened.  He stood by at the stoning of Stephen as he testified that he saw Jesus standing on the right hand of God.  Paul did not stop the Jews from stoning Stephen.  It was only Stephen that saw Christ on the right hand of Heavenly Father; no one else could see the Lord.  




While journeying on the road to Damascus, the voice of the Lord spoke to Saul.  Paul saw a light above the brightness of the sun, and spoke with Him, while others only heard.  The Lord said He was Jesus and then asked Saul if it was hard to kick against the pricks.  Saul had been angry at the Jews because of their stubbornness and defiance, and he was punishing the covenant people, His people, and suppressing the fact he was Jewish.  He would persuade men to come unto Christ through reason, teaching and expounding on true doctrine, sometimes preaching all night long to eager groups of prospective Christians of the gentiles.  The Lord struck Saul blind, and for three days, he had no sight.  At the same time, Ananias was prepared to receive Saul, whose name would be changed to Paul and heal him through the priesthood, the power of God.  The three days of blindness gave Saul time to think of his previous actions and anger against Christ’s fledgling people.  He realized he could not fight against God or His people, and he would need to repent and forgive those whom he persecuted.  Saul had to be led by the hand as he walked blindly.  Perhaps he thought about the symbolism of losing his sight.  Perhaps he wondered if the darkness would be for the remainder of his life.  He could not know the future.  He would have time to feel remorse and ponder his situation.  Paul took serous his condition, refusing to eat or drink for three days.  He was being prepared to be healed.  His heart was becoming broken.  He was starting to feel godly sorrow for his actions.  He was seeking peace and reconciliation with his Savior.  He was seeking mercy.  The days and nights must have been long.  The routine discussions of the day were turning into deep contemplation and soul searching for meaning.  His life would not end in darkness.  He would experience the joy of seeing again.  He would be saved physically and spiritually.  He would bring people out of darkness into the light.  He would help many to escape the power of Satan.  He would teach the gospel of hope and salvation.  He would preach from synagogue to synagogue the Gospel of Christ.  The noble women and chief men of the city would conspire against Paul, resulting in him being expelled from some cities as people began to listen to him, having been convinced by the power of the Holy Ghost that the doctrines were true.




Paul was educated as a philosopher and judicator of the law.  He was skilled in language, logic and persuasion.  To debate, Paul would have been experienced like debating Plato or Socrates.  The debate arguments would have been on topic, concise and very condensed in the intellectual realm.  Because of Paul’s spiritual gifts, he expanded upon the initial debate into the doctrine of gospels, explaining the three degrees of glory, the resurrection of all men and being saved by grace, and the doctrine of godhood.  He was a man who was comfortable in worshiping in the magnificent, Jerusalem Temple of Solomon.  He was comfortable expanding on the ancient history of Israel chastising the Jews, that if they had Abraham as their father who worshiped Jehovah then they should also recognize Jesus as Jehovah and reverence Him.  Paul spoke often that it was man’s responsibility to earn his calling and election made sure.  He encouraged men to fulfill their foreordained responsibilities to God, prove themselves valiant, and gain their calling and election made sure.  Paul had a panoramic view of time—he had the gift of revelation.  He spoke of a great apostasy, a restoration and the second coming of Christ.  The secular debates of sexual morality and cleanliness that were discussed in Paul’s day still apply today.  If Paul were here in our time, he would publicly debate the existing social norms of sexual immortality.  Paul likened sexual morality to Christ’s devotion and care of the church.  The woman’s beauty was for her husband, and his desires for the care and protection of his wife.  Paul would call same sex relations a breaking of God’s laws.




Paul loved the saints, and he prayed for them daily.  The saints loved him and often cried as he departed.  Paul was filled with the love of God for the Christian and the barbarian.  He taught the gospel first to the Jew then to the Greek (or gentiles.)  He was called to be an apostle and given keys and authority to preach to the Jew and the Greek.  He taught by the power of the Holy Ghost.  He was protected by angels and those who believed in his cause.  He was a worker of righteousness and defender of the faith.
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