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            INTRODUCTION

          

        

      

    

    
      This is the complete Mid-Week Musings collection from 2025. Mid-Week Musings is a weekly series of articles I produce and publish on the Substack platform (mikedimatteo.substack.com).

      

      The notion behind this publication is to provide a “look back” on 2025 as seen through the “musings” of the past year. If you are not a subscriber, please consider becoming one. If you are, thank you!

      May 2026 be your best year yet!!

      

      Michael DiMatteo
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      Quote of the Week

      You would be amazed how many important outs you can get by working the count down to where the hitter is sure you're going to throw to his weakness, and then throw to his power instead.

      -Whitey Ford

      

      College Football Playoff

      I think the college football playoff is a very interesting thing. First, it was a long time coming at the Division 1 level, meaning the big boys. Second, while the games have not been great to watch (other than the Arizona State vs. Texas game), the idea that there is a true playoff is exciting. Yes, there were playoffs before but only consisted of four teams. This one is expanded and again, while the games have not been great (I feel the layoff for the conference winners was too long affecting the outcome, others feel differently), at least it’s a major step in the right direction. I think there will be a few tweaks and it will continue to improve. Overall, a good development for big-time college football.

      

      Now, about the transfer portal and NIL money….

      

      My Friend Rhonda

      I met Rhonda in grade school, many years ago. She was outgoing with a smile that could light even the darkest night. I can’t remember her ever issuing a harsh word or having a negative thing to say about anyone. Simply stated, she was, and still is, a person with a light that shines every day, enjoying life and all it has to offer every hour. We’ve stayed in touch a bit over the years, although more so the last few because of her acquaintance with a good friend of mine. They struck up a conversation, and he texted me he was with Rhonda. Since that evening, we’ve been Facebook friends (what Facebook was intended for), and followed each other’s activities and happenings. I guess the reason I wanted to write about her is to remind my readers, and myself, that we cross paths with so many on this limited journey we’re on and that sometimes we cross paths with truly remarkable people, people who may disappear for a time but reappear. When they do, welcome them, enjoy them, and revel in the fact you know them. I am proud to know Rhonda, a truly remarkable person.

      

      Winter is Finally Here in East Tennessee

      The temperatures have fallen, there were even a few ice-ish snowflakes…frozen raindrops hitting the window in my writing room. The grass finally stopped growing, and the weeds, well, while they’re not taking over as they can, they’re still fighting the season. I’m always amazed at how easy weeds grow, last, and find the tiniest cracks to grow in. Life always finds a way, especially weeds, more so than beautiful flowers. Keeping the weeds at bay is possible but an ongoing job, while growing beautiful flowers is time-consuming and a different kind of work. Weeds grow easier and don’t take much work. There is a lesson there.

      

      Credit Cards

      Like all of us, I get credit card offers all the time. Right now I’m investigating airline cards, but can’t see paying a “fee” at the end of each year for the privilege of having one, although I guess if I use it enough, it pays for itself. What I did learn from watching a Frank Abagnale video was how to use a credit card. Most of you reading this probably already know this, but if you don’t, consider this something of a public service from me, your friendly neighborhood Substack writer.

      

      Frank Abagnale was the person featured in the film Catch Me If You Can. He was a master shiester, imposter, and thief. Now, after serving time in prison, he works for the government helping to track down and stop fraud. Here are some tips from him regarding credit cards:

      

      ALWAYS use a credit card…NEVER a debit card as debit cards are easy to hack, easy to steal, and once that money is gone, you can’t get it back in most cases. Credit cards don’t have that problem as they’re not connected directly to your bank account.

      Credit cards are guaranteed, meaning if there is fraud, the money will be replaced; you’re not responsible for it. The same goes for the card being stolen and then used. MUCH better than a debit card.

      If a purchase stinks, maybe a lemon for a refrigerator, and the company fights you, you can file a dispute, and the credit card company will fight on your behalf.

      Rewards…TONS of rewards depending on what card you use. I use the Chase Freedom card the most, and the resulting cash back is great…helped me buy a new iPhone (I had $500 to use). There are air miles, deals at all kinds of stores that are automatically connected, tons of “stuff.” Values all over the place.

      Automatic insurance for your rental car if you rent through the card.

      

      Now…the downside…

      You have to be disciplined and pay your card at the end of each month (I split my card into two payments during the course of the month). It’s essentially free money for 29 or so days, so use it…just pay it at the end of the month. There are so many possibilities with credit cards if one is disciplined, so use it.

      

      The Fifth Dimension

      One of the great music groups of the late 60s and 70s, sadly, largely forgotten today. Their lead singer, Marilyn McCoo, was a joy to listen to as she sang Aquarius, Wedding Bell Blues, and One Less Bell to Answer, Last Night I Didn’t Get to Sleep At All. Billy Davis, Jr. was her husband, and together they made 2/5 of the great group. I rediscovered them this week on our way to Knoxville and had to do a deep dive later in the week…and it was a lot of fun. Music is a way of stirring up old memories, and Aquarius sure did. We had to memorize the song when I was in first grade for a show we put on for our parents. I can still see us all in that little gym working on the words as Ms. McCoo’s haunting voice came over the loudspeaker. Funny what memories music will dredge up from the past.

      

      If you’ve not listened to the 5th Dimension lately, make it a point to do so. You might be surprised at what memories appear, or, if you’ve not listened to them before, why not take a walk on the wild side (see what I did there)?

      

      Kamala Harris and Election Certification

      No matter what side of the political fence one sits on, one had to feel just a little for Kamala Harris having to certify the election she lost. She announced the vote totals as well in the Congressional Chamber. Look, everyone likes to win no matter what competition they’re in, and it is not easy to face the fact you lost, not to mention broadcast it nationally. I hated the post-game handshake after our team won or lost…just hated it as I felt for the coaches we defeated or that I’d have to face the ones that beat us. But, that’s the nature of the beast.

      

      I realize our politics are, sadly, to the point of little to no reconciliation, but I will say this…Ms. Harris handled the situation with class and grace, and I, for one, was impressed. When told by a friend, “That’s her job,” I agreed, but nonetheless, it didn’t take away from the feeling I had watching her announce the election results.

      

      Good on her!

      

      The Underrated “Sandwich”

      Until recently, I’d forgotten just how good a well-made sandwich can be. I mean, a really well-done sandwich is just a taste treat. I’d gotten on a kick of soups and a few other things for lunch, but last week decided I was going to bring back the sandwich. So, I went out and got some good whole-grain bread, some Boar’s Head meat, and brought it home to get after it. I’ll just say…it was fantastic. I’d not had a good sandwich in a long time, so it was refreshing to have one not bought at a restaurant or a deli…home-made is the way to go.

      

      I say we normalize making sandwiches again.

      

      John Fetterman - Democratic Senator from Pennsylvania

      What a refreshing voice. Finally, someone who will drop all the partisan nonsense and at least listen to “the other side.” I heard him speak out on numerous items, who he’d vote for in the new cabinet, Greenland, etc., and I must say, I’ve not heard a politician speak that way, a way in which says, “Look, let’s at least listen, open our minds, and give fair play,” to the new administration. As I’ve said before, I don’t care which side of the political spectrum one lies or what side of the aisle one carries water for, all I’ve ever said was listen and give fair play to the ideas presented, wherever they come from. The notion of “stop Trump at all costs,” or whomever is in office, is silly and childish. If the idea doesn’t work, yes, criticism is warranted, but to simply trash something or someone because of their affiliation or ideas without merit is partisan garbage. I, for one, am glad someone in Washington has their mind right. Go, John Fetterman!

      

      A New Offering!!

      OK, so I’m in the very final stages of offering for purchase…the entirety of last year’s Mid-Week Musings complete with dates for your reference. Think of it as a compendium of 2024. The usual tidbits of humor (I think), knowledge, and other assorted things will be made available on Amazon or anywhere else books are sold, or you can get an autographed and personalized one from me…Mid-Week Musings creator.

      

      As of this morning, the e-book version is available for purchase…a whopping $3.00, and the paperback will be available tomorrow for $15.00. That’s just over a dollar a month for last year’s Mid-Week Musings…a great deal! Hey, how else is a starving author supposed to earn money? I hope you’ll consider a copy!!

      

      Welp, that’s it for this week’s Mid-Week Musings! Have a great week and remember…it’s all downhill from here…and cold too!

      

      Michael DiMatteo

      Somewhere in Time

      Triple Option Publishing

      ©2025
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      QUOTE OF THE WEEK

      If we had not had winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if we did not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would not be so welcome.

      -Anne Bradstreet

      MISSED OPPORTUNITIES

      I recently had a good friend over to our house for the New Year celebration. We don’t generally celebrate the New Year; we go to sleep. However, this year was different. My friend and his significant other came down, spent a few days, and we had a ball. The rest of the family came over, along with some other friends, and we had a houseful for New Year’s Eve. When midnight struck, we had some streamers, hugs, and wishes of “happy New Year” for everyone. It was a great time, and I’m so glad we did it. Had we not done that, the moment would have been lost, and that stuck with me. See, we are gifted only so much time on this planet, a much shorter period than we think, and each year that goes by, I’m more cognizant than ever about that fact. Had my friend, who is a very wise person, not come down here, that opportunity to celebrate with family and friends would have been missed. I thought to myself, how many other missed opportunities did I squander?” I’m not saying one must go and do everything; that’s impossible. But…trying to say “yes” more often than “no” should be a priority, for one never knows from year to year if you’ll ever get that chance again.

      

      How many missed opportunities to say “thank you,” or give a hug, an affirmation?

      

      Remember playing ball with your friends at the field? One of those days was the last day that would ever happen, but you didn’t know it, and now it’s gone forever. Just something to think about.

      FIRES IN CA

      I’ve not seen anything like the fires raging as I write this, in CA, and feel for the people who lost their homes. I can’t imagine what it would be like to lose a home to a devastating disaster, much like the floods in the South earlier in 2024. There is plenty of blame to go around from not caring for the dead wood and underbrush in the forests, to water reservoirs allowed to be empty to a whole host of other reasons, not to mention just nature itself. What always strikes me is the incessant blame game played in the media…as though the first thing they want to do is assign blame. There is plenty to go around on the California state level, as those lands as well as preparedness is a state responsibility, but assigning blame does not solve the problem, and certainly doesn’t mitigate what is still happening. How about we worry less about blame/political posturing and more about getting the fires shut down? The rest can come later.

      PROFESSIONAL ATHLETES AND TRADE REQUESTS

      I get it, I really do. You stay at a place too long and it all becomes too much. You’re bored. You feel mistreated or underused or don’t like someone on the team or…the list goes on.

      

      But…you’re a professional athlete. You make money, in some cases enormous sums of money to play a game most everyone does for free. I also get it if you feel like you’re not being used the way you wish to be used…maybe not getting enough minutes, enough touches, enough of anything, so you want a trade. Just like the college players entering the transfer portal, some 3,000 plus as of this writing (that’s college football only), professional athletes are demanding trades, during the season in some cases. I don’t get it, not for professional athletes. Yes, I know, I sound like the “get off my lawn” guy again, but I don’t understand someone getting paid exorbitantly demanding a trade during the season. It comes off as being a baby, a big crybaby.

      

      I’m also not a professional athlete, barely a professional writer, but it’s enough to make one want to simply bug out of professional sports altogether.

      COACH - STILL A GREAT SHOW

      I found the old show from the late 80s and 90s, Coach, starring Craig T. Nelson, Shelley Fabres, Jerry van Dyke, and Bill Fagerbakke (you might know him as his SpongeBob character Patrick) as the football coaching staff of Minnesota State University. It’s a great show that is very over-the-top about the profession of coaching, but also one of the funniest shows made. The ensemble has that elusive “thing” that often makes or breaks shows, and that’s what makes it special. From Hayden Fox fumbling his relationships with Christine and his daughter Kelly (played by Clare Carey), to Luther fumbling just about everything else, and Dauber’s sometimes brilliance but more often ineptitude, it’s a home run. I’ve loved the show since its inception, and having found it again on streaming service Amazon Prime, I’m having a lot of fun watching it again.

      

      Memories of the beginning of my coaching career come flooding back to me with each episode, and it’s just fun. If you’ve not seen it in a while, check it out again…it’s excellent.

      HERE’S SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

      The chances, mathematically, of our personal existence, our being born, are infinitesimal. If one considers all of the combinations possible, the notion of our conception is little short of a miracle. Billions of opportunities were had for another being to be born in our place, yet here we stand, breathing air, living life, laughing, crying, and all the other things that make up our lives. In fact, if we took all of the chances historically for one’s birth, the idea that we are here is beyond minute.

      

      What does that mean? It means you truly are special, given a gift most who’ve had the opportunity of life never get. That means the people around you, the family, the friends, those you work with are also special people, given the opportunity for life. I’m not trying to be profound here, but when I learned this the other day, I was struck by it and wanted to pass it along. Truly, we are remarkable in our very existence. It is truly a sobering thought, but as a man of faith, I give thanks to God each day for my blessing to be here.

      NOT EVERYTHING IS A CONSPIRACY

      It seems every day when something happens, the conspiracy theorists gas up their engines, turn on the key, and search for the slightest connection to anything happening, creating a conspiracy some in the public and certainly on social media lap up as a dog does after a summer day’s run. While some of it might be plausible, and some true (although I think very few things like that are true), and it might even be interesting and fun to think about, the fact is not everything is tied to some wild conspiracy. It just isn’t. The latest I read was that the CA wildfires were started and spread to burn all evidence of misdeeds by those in Hollywood and positions of power. Not a chance. It is a horrible tragedy, and that’s that.

      

      The wild part is on occasion, some of it does prove true, but all that does is pour fuel on the next wild conspiracy, creating a never-ending cycle of this stuff. We do live in interesting times.

      ON THIS DAY

      A few things of note happened on this exact day, so here they are courtesy of The History Channel:

      -Dr. Martin Luther King was born - 1929

      -Pilot Sully Sullenberger performed the “Miracle on the Hudson” - 2009

      - TheGreen Bay Packers beat the Kansas City Chiefs in the first Super Bowl - 1967

      -Elizabeth I was crowned Queen of England - 1559

      

      **Elizabeth’s reign would be one of the most remarkable reigns of any English monarch. She defeated the Spanish Armada, restored England to prosperity, made England a force on the European stage, and survived more than one attempt on her life. There is much more, but the short story is that she was truly a remarkable woman by any measure (I admit to having a strong bias towards her).

      

      Hey!! Why not pick up a copy of all of last year’s Mid-Week Musings, and help a starving writer in the process! OK, I’m not starving, but the compendium is pretty cool. All of last year’s musings tied up and put together in one neat book. As I was putting it together, it reminded me of a yearbook from the past, well, year. It’s available on Amazon in both print and e-book format or anywhere else for that matter.

      

      Welp, that’s it for this week’s Mid-Week Musings. Please pass the word on my little Substack so that we can grow this audience and add to the fun. My goal is to get up to 250 members this year, so any help would be appreciated. Have a great rest of the week!!

      

      Michael DiMatteo

      Somewhere in Time

      Triple Option Publishing

      ©2025
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      QUOTE OF THE WEEK

      “Labor to keep alive in your breast that little spark of celestial fire, called conscience.”

      -President George Washington

      CASABLANCA - NOT SURE WHAT TO THINK

      I watched the film last week, never having watched it before. Of course, I’ve heard all the stories, the hype, all that stuff. One would think a history person like myself would have seen it many moons ago, but for some reason, it escaped me. Well, I finally saw it and…

      

      Meh. I loved the interplay with the wartime atmosphere. The story was also intriguing, what with the interplay of Bogart and Bergman was excellent, and the classic lines…it was fun to hear Bogart say, “Here’s looking at you, kid.”

      

      But…

      

      It was a good film, nothing more, and for me, Bogart was stilted and stiff. Again, just me. I’m going to watch it again, along with The Maltese Falcon. Maybe I missed something, or maybe I’m just plain wrong. I don’t know. All I know is it was enjoyable but not earth shatteringly brilliant.

      THE LITTLE DOG - ALBA

      I was pulled in an X feed a couple weeks ago detailing the attempt to rehabilitate a horrifically neglected little dog named Alba. The short version of the story is that this little dog spent its life chained to a chair before this man who runs a dog shelter, found Alba. Little Alba was quite literally skin and bones, infected with blood parasites along with a host of other ailments. Her chances for survival were minimal, but his man and his rescue team attempted it anyway.

      

      They were successful for just over 15 days, with glimpses of Alba able to be a dog: sitting and relaxing with other rescues, even being held in this man’s arms while watching a sunset. The story was moving and the little dog captured the hearts as she tried to beat the odds. Sadly, however, little Alba did not make it, her ashes scattered along the ridge she enjoyed sunsets on. It was a very interesting, moving, and ultimately sad story of a horribly neglected and helpless dog, one that captured my heart along with many others.

      

      I looked at Ranger every night, happy he has food, a warm (and cool) place to live, and people who love him immensely. Rest it peace, little Alba.

      HEADING TO GATLINBURG

      Our now almost annual early year trip to Gatlinburg is complete. We meet some friends there, wander the town, have dinner and then relax by a fireplace with some music and great conversation. I say annual as it’s only the second year we participated, but it was as good a time as it was last year. If you’ve not been to Gatlinburg, Tennessee, make plans to go. Anakeesta park, the town itself with all sorts of happenings, as well as the not-far-away Pigeon Forge afford a great opportunity to experience Tennessee in a different way.

      NFL PLAYOFF GAMES

      All it takes is one error…just one, and you’re out of contention. The playoffs magnify even the smallest errors to such a degree the pressure is immense. I think the same can be said for playoffs at any level and any sport, which is what makes the playoffs so interesting, getting people to sit on the edge of their seats. If you tune in to the NFC/AFC championships this coming weekend, take a micro view of the game and see if the smallest mistake or penalty costs your team the game.

      

      If you really want to see the game in a different light, don’t watch the ball, watch the offensive and defensive linemen. It is a game within a game, and a fascinating one. You don’t even have to be knowledgeable about offensive or defensive line play. Just watch those athletes, some of the biggest and most athletic people you’ll ever see.

      PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

      I’ve watched them all and still marvel at it, from a historical perspective. The pomp and circumstance is interesting, but also quite over the top. For me, the entire day is a little too much. Take the oath of office (and all the stuff leading up to it), and then retreat back to the White House for a dinner. To me, once the oath is taken, the Presidential Ball and all the other stuff should be scrapped. If it was me, let me get to work. The office was not meant to have that much pageantry attached to it, but over time, it’s become much more than what it was supposed to be, just like the size of the federal government itself…way too big and way overreaching.

      

      Then, again, I could be a curmudgeon.

      SPEAKING OF PRESIDENTIAL STUFF

      Executive Orders are NOT law. They were never intended to be law, but the way Presidents since Obama have used them, one would think they have the force of law, because Congress will not take back that power. Originally, the executive order was meant to allow the President to manage operations of the federal government without the need for legislation from Congress. In short, make certain areas within the power of the President streamlined.

      

      They were NOT, however, meant to create new laws or override those laws passed by Congress. Unfortunately, Presidents have almost done exactly that…signed them as though they have the force of law. This was made plain when President Obama said, “I have a pen and a phone,” and has only gotten worse. The result is the power of the presidency has grown in proportion to the amount Congress has ceded. This is not in keeping with the Constitution, and falls on Congress more than the President, moving us closer and closer to what Alexander Hamilton wanted in a chief executive rather than what was settled upon.

      I’VE SAID IT BEFORE, AND I’LL SAY IT AGAIN

      I don’t care if you’re a Trump fan or not. I didn’t care if you were a Biden fan or not. The fact is those who choose to live in an ideological silo will always choose to remain there, no matter what side of the political fence they’re on. The leftist side is generally more emotional and prone to hyperbole, I call it the “chicken little effect,” but the rightists are prone to a much less emotional response, something that is fraught with its own perils.

      

      Here’s the point: Just relax. As I said when Biden was president, I’ll say it now that Trump is: I hope he does well for if he does, we all benefit, but remember…most politics is state and local, not national. That is how the Constitution is designed and how it’s supposed to work. Less federal regulations, more power to the states. Revisit the 9th and 10th Amendments, the two most forgotten ones.

      

      And for goodness sake…relax.

      ON THIS DAY

      Who doesn’t like a little history, right? Here are a couple things courtesy of The History Channel newsletter:

      1788 - English Poet Lord Byron is born

      1901 - Queen Victoria dies

      1973 - Roe vs. Wade is decided; Lyndon Johnson dies

      1918 - Ukraine declares its independence

      AN IDEA FOR A SUNDAY ARTICLE

      I would like to solicit some questions from my readers and use them as the basis for a Sunday article (this is the “off” week, so a good week to get those questions. I hope you’ll consider participating and not just be a lurker. I will NOT publish your name, so don’t worry about having that spotlight on you, there won’t be one.

      

      Ask me anything and I’ll choose some good ones to write on.

      

      Send your questions to: mikethewriter31@outlook.com

      

      I’m really looking forward to this, although with a bit of trepidation.

      

      Welp, that’s it for this week’s Mid-Week musings. Have a great rest of the week and remember, it’s all downhill from here!

      

      Michael DiMatteo

      Somewhere in Time

      Triple Option Publishing

      ©2025
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      QUOTE OF THE WEEK

      “People who love to eat are always the best people.”

      -Julia Child

      GOSPEL MUSIC - OLD SCHOOL STYLE

      Some time ago, I was listening to Elvis Presley’s gospel album. It was widely known that Mr. Presley loved gospel music, some say more than the pop music he was creating. He produced a number of gospel albums during the course of his career, so I decided to listen to him one day and was blown away. He was fantastic. So, last weekend, I found a YouTube channel that played old-school gospel music. I didn’t know there was such a thing, but apparently, there is…so, I listened. Again, fantastic. Now, I’m not generally one for gospel music, but I love music in general and am willing to listen to just about anything…especially mariachi, Middle Eastern, and traditional Japanese music when the mood strikes me. I really didn’t know much about traditional gospel, but I have to say, it is truly wonderful to listen to and very uplifting. I had a ball. There are so many different types of music out there, so many ways we express ourselves through that medium, it’s just fantastic.

      
      Whether you’re a person of faith or not, give gospel a listen. It really is a lot of fun.

      THE SORROWS OF YOUNG WERTHER

      This is a book, written in the 18th century by Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (Gurr-tuh). It’s written in letter format (called the epistolary style), about a young man who falls in love with a woman who is already engaged to be married. There is, of course, the requisite heartache, as well as a commentary on love, unrequited or otherwise, along with many of the themes that shaped the early Romantic movement in both literature and art during the period. The book was an instant classic when it was written, establishing Goethe as one of the leading figures in literary circles during the period, something he ultimately came to regret. Further, the novel spawned a number of social movements, including men dressing as the Werther himself, among other things.

      
      The book is a rather easy read, and one that, while written in the epistolary form, something that isn’t really in favor these days, is a very interesting read, especially where it concerns society, love, and the struggles of Werther himself (maybe modeled on Goethe). If you’re looking for something readable that’s a classic, try The Sorrows of Young Werther. You might be surprised.

      DANTE EXILED FROM FLORENCE

      It’s interesting when writers, or anyone else for that matter, fall out of favor with governments. They are punished severely, mostly by ostracism or exile. In the case of Dante Alighieri, he, of the wonderful classic The Divine Comedy, written after his exile, was to become one of Western civilization’s great works. During the 14th century (1300s), Dante found himself in the middle of controversy after controversy, fighting in a war between two of Florence’s factions, the White Guelphs and the Black Guelphs, the latter wishing the papacy to continue to have power and influence in Florence, while the whites wanted more freedom from Rome. After a long series of events, Dante was eventually exiled, not allowed to return to Florence, his assets seized. Eventually, the Blacks, who kept power, sentenced him to perpetual exile. It was then he wrote The Divine Comedy, a commentary on the political malfeasance, treachery, and the political maneuverings which exiled him in the first place. In short, he was fed up, although he did include some benefactors in the Paradiso section of The Divine Comedy.

      
      I don’t think we’ve changed all that much from the 14th century, just the mode of how we exile people. I am continually amazed at how polarized people become, on either side of the political spectrum, willing to believe anything “their said” says while dismissing “the other side” as crackpots, or simply low IQ people. I often think Dante and those like him, Erasmus, Machiavelli, and even the great orator Cicero were far ahead of their time, and even in their day few listened.

      
      I wonder what would happen if people heard each other with willing ears rather than just listening to them. Maybe writers wouldn’t have anything to write about.

      
      Might be a good thing.

      IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…SPRING

      Yes, Tennessee gets cold…quite cold…but the difference is that the cold doesn’t last for months on end, and Spring comes a bit earlier here in the South. That was one of the perks of moving here…we still get winter but it’s not as prolonged as it is in the North. Next week? 60˚. I’m sure it all won’t last as winter still has its grip on this side of the equator, but it is loosening. Won’t be long now and pools will be open with all of the requisite splashing and relaxing that goes with it.

      NVIDIA, CHINA, AND THE MARKET

      One of the things I’m interested in, and have been for a long time, is the stock market. For whatever reason, I love the financial markets, finding them interesting, stimulating, and fun to watch. While my personal investments are rather small comparatively, the news that affects them, how it all works, and the financial world as a whole is endlessly entertaining. In another life I could see myself plunging headlong into that world, but, alas, I am but a retired teacher, spending my days writing about it, and other things.

      
      I was fascinated by Nvidia’s rapid fall on Monday, the single greatest stock fall in history on the news that China developed their own AI model. I was also interested to note all of the panic that set in as a result, all of it despite the DOW rising and finishing higher on the day. What is most amusing is how so many in the market are like cattle at night during a cattle drive to Kansas City, the howl of a distant coyote spooking them into a stampede. It’s even more interesting to see people panic selling when they should be standing pat, not buying into the selling hype. Cattle. It seems so many do not understand the notion of investing…it’s the long haul not the short one.

      
      Oh, as of today, Tuesday, Nvidia is up…way up, gaining back much of what was lost yesterday. And the coyote laughed.

      WISEGUY - THE STORY OF DAVID CHASE AND THE SOPRANOS

      If you’ve not seen this show, and you’re a fan of the Sopranos, you should watch it. It is a documentary, but unlike other ones I’ve seen, as it primarily focuses on David Chase, the Sopranos creator. There are interview snippets with the actors, but it’s really about David Chase as well as the process of writing the show. It’s a fascinating look behind the curtain and through the door to the writer’s room, along with how Mr. Chase created the characters, what drove him to write them the way he did, along with interesting looks at the characters themselves. The show is two episodes long and goes through the entire series. This is a can’t-miss if, as I said, you’re a fan of the Sopranos.

      THE LIST

      If you find yourselves in Knoxville, or the Knoxville area, here are some good places to get something to eat. Kind of a public service, and in no particular order:

      
        
          	
        Tupelo Honey Southern Kitchen (in Market Square - downtown Knoxville)
      

      	
        Seasons Innovative Bar and Grille
      

      	
        Café 4 (Market Square)
      

      	
        Vida (Downtown Knoxville) - the bar below it is called The Vault - a very fun experience
      

      	
        Stir (the Old City)
      

      	
        Chesapeak’s Downtown - great seafood place
      

      	
        Calhoun’s on the River - BBQ and “stuff”
      

      	
        Myrtle’s Chicken and Bar- (Market Square)
      

      	
        Not Watson’s (Market Square)
      

      	
        Southern Grit (the Old City)
      

      

      

      
      **Yes, we’ve been to them all.

      
      Welp, that’s it for this week’s Mid-Week Musings. Thank you for reading and, as always, please pass
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