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Introduction

It seems that America will never get over the Kennedys, and thus the Kennedys will forever have something to offer America.

In 1994 Patrick J. Kennedy was elected to the U.S. Congress by the first district of Rhode Island, where he joined his father, Teddy, and his cousin, Joseph II. We have not had a Kennedy triumvirate in the federal government since Teddy was first elected to the Senate in 1962, while Jack was president and Bobby was attorney general. Teddy, Patrick, and Joe may soon be joined by Kathleen, the first Kennedy woman to make a serious entry into politics. Although her first run for Congress was thwarted, she now is in public service as lieutenant governor of Maryland. Meanwhile, John Jr. tests the waters through his magazine, George, an insider’s guide to politics.

But we cannot expect a replay of the 1960s. The first thing that any Kennedy seems to realize is that each new generation must reinvent their views, and reestablish their role as Kennedys. Their founding father understood this, and encouraged independent thought and political growth. The only thing we can be sure of is that politics runs in their blood, and our lives, and our children’s lives, will be touched by one or more of the rapidly expanding Kennedy clan in years to come.


1
The Kennedy Family

Being a Kennedy


This is the most exclusive club in the world.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark while admiring his children, in-laws, and grandchildren at a family get-together.




The Kennedys are a self-contained unit.

—Rose Kennedy. Interview, early 1930s.




The strength of the family is our greatest national treasure.

—Edward M. Kennedy. Speech, May 26, 1976.




[Dinner conversation was] mostly monologues by my father … well, not exactly monologues. But we didn’t have opinions in those days. Later, the discussions included us more, but mostly about personalities, not debates on political issues and things. I never had any particular interest in political subjects in those days.

—John F. Kennedy. Remarks on family talks while he was a teen.




After the West Virginia primary in 1960, a contest Kennedy was supposed to have lost, Charles Spaulding witnessed the mutual admiration between John F. Kennedy and his father. As Jack was approaching, the elder Kennedy remarked:

Just look at him. How does he do it? I couldn’t have done it. Not a chance.

—Joseph P. Kennedy.




When Joseph left momentarily, it became John’s turn to admire:

It‘s amazing. People knock the hell out of him every time they get a chance. They forget that he has accomplished as much in his lifetime as three or four men.

—John F. Kennedy.




Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy adjusted to the Kennedy family gradually:

The Kennedys are terribly bourgeois.

—Jacqueline Bouvier. Remark soon after her engagement to John F. Kennedy, 1953.




How can I explain these people? They were like carbonated water, and other families might by flat. They’d be talking about so many things with so much enthusiasm. Or they’d be playing games. At dinner or in the living room, anywhere, everybody would be talking about something. They had so much interest in life–it was so stimulating. And so gay and so open and accepting.

—Jacqueline Bouvier. Remarks after first meeting the Kennedys in Hyannis Port, Cape Cod, 1953.




Just watching them wore me out.

—Jacqueline Bouvier. Remark on the Kennedys’ level of activity, 1953.




The only word the Kennedys know is “terrific.”

—Robert F. Kennedy. Quoted in Life, November 18, 1966.




There are cherished memories here. Some may bring a tear to the eye. … The last thirteen years have passed so quickly. So many things are different now. Yet the value of these words remains–to keep us going when times are rough; to remind us of what he meant to us as son and a brother, a husband and father; to carry us back to those great days when his energy, spirit, and brilliance came together in that glorious adventure we shall never realize and never forget.

—Edward M. Kennedy. Introduction to Words Jack Loved, a collection of tales about John Kennedy’s love of reading presented to the family for Christmas 1976.




It is from the family that we gain the strength, the hope, the aspirations, the guidance, and the support to be effective and productive members of society. It is from the family that we learn to produce wholesome and viable communities where individual talent and creative initiative can enjoy the fullest expression

—Edward M. Kennedy. Speech, September 11, 1976.




It means that we’re just exactly the same as everybody else, except better.

—David Kennedy, son of Robert F. Kennedy. Response to the question “What does it mean to be a Kennedy?”




I can get any girl I want to go out with me because my name is Kennedy. I don’t like it at all. But I guess I’d better get used to it, because once a Kennedy, always a Kennedy.

—Joseph P. Kennedy II. Remark to his grandfather’s nurse, c. 1969.




I can’t do it the way they did. The conditions aren’t the same. I’ve got to take shortcuts…. If you see your limits, you won’t even reach them. To strive, to seek new worlds–that’s what my father stressed.

—Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Remark to a friend on his decision to explore the Apurímac River in the Amazon.




They have their own idea of reality, which isn’t mine, but it has a hold on me.

—David Kennedy. Remark to interviewers after his family accused him of revealing the family’s secrets in interviews.




I had a confrontation with adolescence. And I had the same things poured into adolescence that a lot of other people do–I had parents who were separated and divorced, I had challenges…. I don’t think I’ve got more added pressures than anyone else does. It’s just more publicized. It doesn’t matter whether it’s because I’m a Kennedy or somebody who’s like anybody else, facing feelings that are baffling to them.

The thing that I worry about being measured against most is my own family’s internal measures. I’m not going to feel good or bad based on how I‘ve been measured in a public medium.

—Patrick J. Kennedy. Remarks on his past during his campaign for U.S. representative from Rhode Island. Quoted in the Washington Post, June 7, 1994.




When I say something, it’s not simply Patrick speaking. I’m a Kennedy. It’s a responsibility I have.

—Patrick J. Kennedy. Remark. Quoted in the Boston Globe, December 10, 1991.




You feel it [public attention and expectation], and you’re a little embarrassed by it, but there’s not a lot you can do about it. A large part doesn’t have anything to do with anything I’ve earned. It has to do with who I am. It’s not like you’re the quarterback of the team and threw the winning pass at the Super Bowl. So other congressmen feel that, and they are resentful.

—Joseph P. Kennedy II. Interview. Quoted in the Boston Globe, May 23, 1993.



The Political Family


My babies were rocked to political lullabies.

—Rose Kennedy. Quoted in the Washington Post Magazine, April 29, 1990.




I have no political ambitions for myself or my children.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Introduction to I’m for Roosevelt, 1936.




I am going to feel that I’m out of politics–if this is politics–for the rest of my natural life. I’m all through with public life.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remarks to reporters after resigning his chairmanship of the SEC, September 21, 1935.




If I had my eye on another job, it would be a complete breach of faith with President Roosevelt.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Response to reporters who asked if he had presidential ambitions.




I got Jack into politics. I was the one. I told him Joe [Jr.] was dead and that it was therefore his responsibility to run for Congress. He didn‘t want to. He felt he didn‘t have the ability and he still feels that way. But I told him he had to.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Interview, McCall’s, August 1957.




It was like being drafted. My father wanted his eldest son in politics. “Wanted” isn‘t the right word. He demanded it. You know my father.

—John F. Kennedy. Remark, quoted in New York Journal-American, December 1, 1963.




Jack doesn‘t belong anymore to a family. He belongs to the country. That’s probably the saddest thing about all this. The family can be there, but there is not much they can do for the President of the United States.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Interview, New York Times, January 8, 1961.




If Jack ever feels he has anything to ask me–I’ve had lots of different experiences in life–he knows where to find me, and I’ll tell him what I think. But I feel very strongly about older children. I had a contract years ago with a couple of firms and all they paid me for was “for advice–when requested.” That’s the way it’s going to be between my son and me.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark after John F. Kennedy became president. Quoted in the New York Journal-American, January 8, 1961.




No matter what the previous relationship had been, the moment a man sits behind the White House desk, from then on it is “Mr. President.” I’m certainly not going to call my son “Mr. President” when we’re alone together, but if there are people around we don’t know very well I do, and it doesn’t seem at all strange.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Interview, quoted in William Manchester, Portrait of a President, 1962.




Now, look here, Dad, you have your political views and I have mine. I‘m going to vote exactly the way I feel I must on this!

—John F. Kennedy. To his father, who insisted John cast a particular vote on a bill in the House, c. 1950.




I guess Dad has decided that he’s going to be the ventriloquist, so I guess that makes me the dummy.

—John F. Kennedy. Remark to friend Kirk Billings on his role as a U.S. representative, c. 1950.




Dad is a financial genius, all right, but in politics, he is something else.

—John F. Kennedy. Quoted in Newsweek, September 12, 1960.




All this business about Jack and Bobby being blood brothers has been exaggerated. … They had different tastes in men, different tastes in women. They didn’t really become close until 1952, and it was politics that brought them together.

—Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Interview. Quoted in Margaret Laing, The Next Kennedy, 1968.




Goddamn it, Jack, I want to tell you once and for all … Bobby spilt his blood for you. He‘s worked for you. And goddamn it, he wants to be attorney general, and I want him to be attorney general, and that’s it.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark while John F. Kennedy was picking his appointments, December 1960.




He [President Kennedy] asked me if I wanted to be attorney general. I said I didn’t want to be attorney general…. In the first place, I thought nepotism was a problem. Secondly, I had been chasing bad men for three years and I didn’t want to spend the rest of my life doing that.

—Robert F. Kennedy. Interview, February 1964.




Nepotism, my foot! Why should anybody think that Bobby needs a job?

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark quoted in the New York Journal-American, January 8, 1961.




If you announce me as attorney general, they’ll kick your balls off.

—Robert F. Kennedy. Remark to John F. Kennedy on his planned appointment, December 1960.




So that’s it, gentlemen. Let’s grab our balls and go.

—John F. Kennedy to his aides, two days later.




When asked by a friendly journalist how he would announce Robert as attorney general, John Kennedy replied:

Well, I think I’ll open the front door of the Georgetown house some morning about 2:00 A.M., look up and down the street, and, if there’s no one there, I’ll whisper, “It’s Bobby.”

—John F. Kennedy. December 1960.




In this cabinet there really is no person with whom I have been intimately connected over the years. I need to know that when problems arise I’m going to have somebody who’s going to tell me the unvarnished truth, no matter what … and Bobby will do that.

—John F. Kennedy. Remark to John Seigenthaler and Robert Kennedy, December 1960.




I can’t see that it’s wrong to give him a little legal experience before he goes out to practice law.

—John F. Kennedy. Remark on appointing his brother U.S. attorney general, quoted in Time, February 3, 1961.




Bobby we’ll make attorney general so he can throw all the people Dad doesn’t like into jail. They’ll have to build more jails.

—Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Remark shortly after the presidential election, 1960.




Robert Kennedy recorded the president’s announcement of his attorney general pick:

He told me to go upstairs and comb my hair to which I said it was the first time the President had ever told the Attorney General to comb his hair before they made an announcement. And then when we were outside he said, “Don’t smile too much or they’ll think we’re happy about the appointment.”

—Robert F. Kennedy. Memorandum, February 8, 1961.




I decided at quite a young age that I would … work for the government.

—Robert F. Kennedy. Remark during Judiciary Committee hearings on his appointment, January 13, 1961.




Years ago I was a hardworking lawyer making $4,200 a year. I took my work home every night and was very diligent. Ten years later I became the attorney general of the United States. So you see, if you want to become successful, just get your brother elected president.

—Robert F. Kennedy. Speech to graduating class at Marquette University.




You boys have what you want now, and everybody else helped you work to get it. Now it’s Ted’s turn. Whatever he wants, I’m going to see he gets it.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remarks to John and Robert. Quoted in Time, September 28, 1962.




In my family, we were interested not so much in the ideas of politics as in the mechanics of the whole thing.

—John F. Kennedy. Remark, quoted in Laurence Leamer, The Founding Father, 1964.




You know what this reminds me of? That scene in Gone with the Wind where Scarlett’s colored servants move into Tara with her after the war. I feel like the old mammy who takes a look around and then says, “Man, we’s rich now.”

—Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Remark made on her first visit to the White House, January 20, 1961.




If that girl had been born with balls, she would have been a hell of a politician.

—Joseph P. Kennedy on his daughter Eunice.




I think every woman wants to be needed, and in politics, you are.

—Jacqueline Kennedy.




I separate politics from my private life; maybe that’s why I treasure my life at home so much.

—Jacqueline Kennedy. During the presidential campaign, 1960.




What I wanted to do more than anything [was to] keep my family together in the White House. I didn’t want to go down into coal mines or be a symbol of elegance.

—Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Letter, June 1973.




Journalist Laura Bergquist spent several days with the Kennedys during their activities outside and within the White House in 1961, taking picturesfor Life. Although Jackie at one point requested that she not take candid shots of Caroline playing, she was unable to resist. The photos were sent to Jack and Jackie for approval, and Jackie wrote back:

You are right–they are such good pictures…. It is partly because they are so good I must sadly tell you I just can’t give you permission to publish them. Caroline was being recognized wherever she went. That is a strange enough thing to get used to at any age–but pretty sad when one is only three. Every article just increases interest in her–her little friends and cousins see it and mention it to her and it is all bad for her.

—Jacqueline Kennedy. Letter to journalist Laura Bergquist, July 23, 1961.




The one thing I do not want to be called is First Lady. It sounds like a saddle horse. Would you notify the telephone operators and everyone else that I’m to be known simply as Mrs. Kennedy and not as First Lady.

—Jacqueline Kennedy. Instructions to her secretary, 1961.




Dad, I’m going to California for a few days and I’m going to fight hard. I’m going to win one for you.

—Robert F. Kennedy. To his sick father during the presidential primaries, 1968.




My views on birth control are somewhat distorted by the fact that I was the seventh of nine children.

—Robert F. Kennedy. Remark.




The thing about being a Kennedy is that you come to know there’s a time for Kennedys. And it’s hard to know when that time is, or if it will ever come again…. I mean, is the country going to be receptive? Will it be the time? And if it is, is it really the best thing for me to do? And how much of a contribution could I make, even if …?

—Edward M. Kennedy. Quoted in Time, January 10, 1969.




We have to measure what we are by what our parents were. Grandpa had things completely wired–Massachusetts, the whole of the East Coast. He had it under control. He was a political consultant, a political action committee, and a media consultant all rolled into one. His only client was his family. He was fanatically dedicated to making it happen. Nobody in this family is ever again going to decide that it’s a life-or-death matter whether or not a Kennedy gets elected to something. Even if they did, they can’t make it happen anymore. That’s what’s changed and we might as well accept it.

—Robert Sargent Shriver. Remark to family members, Thanksgiving 1982.




This is Joe Kennedy running for office … and no other member of my family.

—Joseph P. Kennedy II. Announcing his bid for congressman from Massachusetts, December 4, 1985.




Has my family name helped me? Of course it’s a big help to me. I’m the first to acknowledge it, and my colleagues who have supported me will readily acknowledge that, yes, I can certainly take advantage of the opportunity.

—Patrick J. Kennedy. Comment on his family name during his 1994 campaign for U.S. representative from Rhode Island. Quoted in the Christian Science Monitor, August 29, 1994.



Husband and Wives


At first I liked Mr. Kennedy, but I didn’t love him. In time I came to love him very much. Very much.

—Rose Kennedy. Remark to her family, Thanksgiving 1982.




I don’t think he ever did ask me, not just straight out. It was less a matter of “Will you marry me?” than of “When we get married.”

—Rose F. Kennedy. Writing on Joseph’s proposal of marriage, Times to Remember, 1974.




The most thrilling, exciting, and interesting years of my life were the ones I spent in London when Joe was ambassador.

—Rose F. Kennedy. Personal papers.




Its [sic] Hell to be here without all of you…. I get news that you are more beautiful than ever. Maybe you do better away from me. All my love.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Letter to Rose Kennedy from London, April 26, 1940.




I don’t think I know anyone who has more courage than my wife. In all the years that we have been married, I have never heard her complain. Never. Not even once. … That is a quality that children are quick to see.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Quoted in the New York Herald Tribune, December 12, 1960.




Your father again has restricted my activities and thinks the little woman should confine herself to the home. Personally, I think it shows [an] antiquated system with emphasis made on the unessentials, and after all, there are times when a woman should show initiative…. (This is, of course, all in fun, and don’t discuss it outside of the family circle.)

—Rose Kennedy. Letter to her children, February 2, 1942.




Sometimes I feel that I am never going to take it [marriage] on. No one I have ever met ever made me completely forget myself and one cannot get married with that attitude.

—Kathleen Kennedy. Letter to a friend, c. 1940.




How can I fight God?

—Robert F. Kennedy. Remark when learning that his future wife was considering becoming a nun.




When she met John F. Kennedy, Jacqueline Bouvier was working as the “Inquiring Camera Girl” for the Washington Times-Herald where it was her responsibility to ask light questions of figures around Washington, and take their picture. To John F. Kennedy, her questions were pointed:

Can you give any reason why a contented bachelor would want to get married?

—Jacqueline Bouvier.




I’m the luckiest girl in the world. Mummy is terrified of Jack because she can’t push him around.

—Jacqueline Bouvier. Remark during her courtship with John F. Kennedy.




Since Jack is such a violently independent person, and I, too, am so independent, this relationship will take a lot of working out.

—Jacqueline Bouvier. Response to a reporter’s question on what she and John F. Kennedy had in common, 1953.




I don’t think there are any men who are faithful to their wives. Men are such a combination of good and evil.

—Jacqueline Kennedy. Remark made early in her marriage to John F. Kennedy.




We are like two icebergs–the public life above the water, the private life submerged. It is a bond between us.

—Jacqueline Kennedy. On her marriage with John F. Kennedy, undated letter to writer Fletcher Knebel.




I wouldn’t say that being married to a very busy politician is the easiest life to adjust to. But you think about it and figure out the best way to do things–to keep the house running smoothly, to spend as much time as you can with your husband and your children–and eventually you find yourself well adjusted. … The most important thing for a successful marriage is for a husband to do what he likes best and does well. The wife’s satisfaction will follow.

—Jacqueline Kennedy. Interview, 1956.




Since I‘m completely committed [to the presidential campaign], and since she is committed to me, that commits her.

—John F. Kennedy. On Jackie’s role in his presidential bid.




Oh, bunny, you‘re president now!

—Jacqueline Kennedy. Remark to John F. Kennedy, 10:30 P.M., Election Day 1960.




I searched all my life for someone like my father, and Sarge came closest.

—Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Wedding toast to Sargent Shriver, 1953.




The funny thing is that everyone thinks this is a marriage made in heaven. Both my mother- and father-in-law, and my parents and me, and all my girlfriends and Ted’s friends. Everyone thinks this is a marriage that will be perfect.

—Joan Kennedy. Interview on her marriage to Edward Kennedy, quoted in Laurence Leamer, The Kennedy Women, 1994. They were separated in 1980.




For him, the world is divided into black and white hats. The white hats are for us and the black hats are against us. Bobby can only distinguish good men and bad, good things and bad. Good things, in his eyes, are virility, courage, movement, and anger. He has no patience with the weak and the hesitant.

—Ethel Kennedy on her husband Robert F. Kennedy. Quoted in Harrison Rainie and John Quinn, Growing up Kennedy.




How could I possibly do that? With Bobby looking down from heaven, that would be adultery.

—Ethel Kennedy. Remark to a friend on why she would not remarry, 1976.



Parents on Children


Aft er all, my wife and I have given nine hostages to fortune. Our children and your children are more important than anything else in the world. The kind of America that they and their children will inherit is of grave concern to us all.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Radio address endorsing Roosevelt’s third term, October 1940.




I always felt that if the older children are brought up right, the younger ones will follow their lead.

—Rose Kennedy. Quoted by Joseph F. Dineen, The Kennedy Family, 1959.




I am much happier being the father of nine children and making a hole in one than I would be as the father of one making a hole in nine.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Comment to the English press after making a hole in one at the Stokes Poges golf course in Buckinghamshire, 1938.




I still insist that, whenever I leave England, whatever my record is, I shall still be known as the father of nine children.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark to reporters. Quoted in the Manchester Guardian, May 18, 1939.




I woke up one morning exhausted, and I realized that I hadn‘t been out of that hotel room in seven weeks. My baby, Pat, had been born and was almost a month old, and I hadn‘t even seen her.

—Joseph F. Kennedy. Remark on how his business had interfered with family life, 1924.




I did not think it was vital for my husband to be on hand for the birth of the babies.

—Rose Kennedy. Times to Remember, 1974.




The measure of a man’s success in life is not the money he’s made. It‘s the kind of family he has raised.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Frequent remark.




My work is my boys.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Answering a friend’s question: “What are you doing these days?”




The reason I am sometimes reluctant about extra goodies for the children is that I read once that youngsters should get used to a few disappointments or jolts when they are young. They thus build up an immunity against them, so that when they encounter life’s vicissitudes when they are older, they are not too shocked and they can take them with a smile.

—Rose Kennedy. Letter to daughters-in-law, August 26, 1969.




I think a lot depends on the oldest one, and how he turns out. The younger ones follow his example. If the oldest one is a playboy and spends all of his time at El Morocco, the other ones who come along are apt to follow his example and do the same thing. If the oldest one tries to set a good example, the other ones try to live up to it.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Quoted in Ralph G. Martin and Ed Plaut, Front Runner, Dark Horse, 1960.




We don’t want any losers around here. In this family we want winners…. Don’t come in second or third–that doesn’t count–but win.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Quoted by Rose Kennedy, Times to Remember, 1974.




I strongly urge you to pay a little more attention to penmanship. Mine has always been pretty bad, so I am not a very good authority to speak about it, but yours is disgraceful and should get some attention.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Letter to John F. Kennedy, October 10, 1934.




Don’t let me lose confidence in you again, because it will be pretty nearly an impossible task to restore it.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Letter to John F. Kennedy, April 29, 1935.




Now, Jack, I don’t want to give the impression that I am a nagger, for goodness knows I think that is the worst thing any parent can be. After long experience in sizing up people I definitely know you have the goods and you can go a long way. Now aren’t you foolish not to get all there is out of what God has given you…. After all, I would be lacking even as a friend if I did not urge you to take advantage of the qualities you have. It is very difficult to make up fundamentals that you have neglected when you were very young and that is why I am always urging you to do the best you can. I am not out to be a real genius, but I think you can be a really worthwhile citizen with good judgment and understanding.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Letter to John F. Kennedy, 1934.




I admit that with Teddy I did things a little differently than I did with the other children. He was my baby and–I think every mother will understand this–I tried to keep him my baby.

—Rose Kennedy.




I don’t care what the boys think about my ideas. I can take care of myself; the important thing is that they fight together.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Reply to Rose’s concern about Joe Jr. and Jack taking sides against him in lively political debates over dinner.




The generation that follows me may have to stand for everything that I stood against–and I realize that includes even my own sons. I made my choice among philosophies offered when I was young. Each of them will have to make his or her choice.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Quoted in Joseph F. Dineen, The Kennedy Family, 1959.




Bobby is more direct than Jack. Jack has always been one to persuade people what to do … [Bobby] resembles me much more than any of the other children…. He’s a great kid. He hates the same way I do.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Quoted in Newsweek, March 18, 1963.




I‘ve had a wonderful life. If I died tomorrow, I could leave each one of my children a million dollars. And you know, they’d never have as exciting a time as I’ve had.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark, 1939.




I‘ve got nine children, and the only thing I can leave them that will mean anything is my good name and reputation.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark to a friend before he left to become ambassador to England, 1937.




I don’t know what is going to happen to this family when I die. There is no one in the entire family, except Joan and Teddy, who is living within his means. No one appears to have the slightest concern for how much they spend.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Remark to his children, 1956.




I have a strong idea that there is no other success for a father and mother except to feel that they have made some contributions to the development of their children.

—Joseph P. Kennedy. Letter following John F. Kennedy’s election to president.




Years ago we decided that our children were going to be our best friends and that we never could see too much of them. Since we couldn’t do both, it was better to bring up our family than go out to dinners.

—Rose Kennedy. Interview, 1939.




I saw [corporal punishment] as a duty, never to be done in anger or a fit of irritability. I’d just tell them not to do something and spank them with the ruler if they did it. If a child is walking with me on the sidewalk and runs in front of a passing car, I quickly paddle him then and there, and so he is not apt to run out again. If he goes near a stove which is hot, I hold his finger near the stove to show him he will be burned. Or if he takes my sharp scissors … I stick the point into his arm or finger to show the seriousness of such a point in the eye. If this reasoning does not avail, I used to have my ruler in my desk and would use it.

—Rose Kennedy. Oral History.




He dances very well, has remarkable rhythm, and shakes his head like a veteran when he does the conga. He only fell down once last week, so he is improving.

—Rose Kennedy. Comments on Edward Kennedy’s progress in dance class at age nine. Letter to her children, February 16, 1942.




I do hope you are working harder, dearest Teddy. As I said before, the Kennedy boys worked hard and were usually at the top of their classes in Boston, and I am sure the first question most people ask about you is, “Are you smart like your father?”–not to mention that I graduated from good old Dorchester High School with honors myself–so please get on your horse.

—Rose Kennedy. Letter to Edward Kennedy, April 18, 1945.




I hoped that Ted would grow up and become a priest or even a bishop. But he met a beautiful blonde one night, and that was the end of my hopes for Ted for clerical life.

—Rose Kennedy. Campaigning for Edward Kennedy with his wife, Joan. Cardinal Cushing Central High School, Boston, 1960.




Well, I think their first duty is to their family, and I think it would be very difficult to do both.

—Rose Kennedy. Reply when asked why she didn’t urge her daughters to go into politics. Interview, The David Frost Show, July 5, 1971.




That‘s about the most beautiful baby boy I’ve ever seen. Maybe I’ll name him Abraham Lincoln.

—John F. Kennedy. Remark on newborn John F. Kennedy Jr., November 25, 1960.
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