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To Mark Geppert and Dave Wasemann—two very different men
whose shared faith has brought a blessing of life to so many families of this earth.
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Foreword


In 1998, I was told that there were 28 local  Christians living in Lhasa, Tibet. There may have been more, there may have been less, but of the few friends who stood beside each other working hard to serve those believers, numbers were not as important as the vision to see a nation change. We understood that at any moment authorities could break through the door, take our local friends off to prison, and deport us. This knowledge kept us very closely united, focused in prayer, and submitted to the core values of the gospel. In those years, a smile to a friend in the street transferred deep, deep messages of hope, security, and promise.
We prayed daily for each other and engaged the community with a fiery resolve to return any evil with good and to identify and magnify the good we found in those we were called to serve. We interfaced regularly with the government, markets, health industries, schools, monasteries, and media only with love. As we tempered our hopes with patient trust in the promise for change, we watched, ever longing for the opportunity to pray with and introduce God’s love into another life in need. When the opportunity came, we stood strong and courageous allowing God’s love to transfer into the life of another. 
By 2008, transformation was taking place across the nation! A small group of 28 believers scattered through town had grown into 21 different churches in that city. And by 2012, 333 fellowships were birthed representing every prefecture and every township of Tibet. 
Over that period of time the local government changed, the economics completely transformed, the Dalai Lama eventually declared that he was no longer the supreme ruler of both government and religion in Tibet. Nobody thought that these changes would ever occur in that land.
Those friends who walked through these years together will never question the power of prayer to change a nation, nor would we look at a nation like America and consider a prayer movement for righteous change as something impossible. We know now exactly what it takes to witness a nation change, and we believe it is possible at this time for America.
So what it is going to take? Simply put, people and prayer. Someone is going to have to leave all that they know and love to die for this cause. That death to self will release them into a powerful lifestyle of prayer led by the Holy Spirit. I am certain that when they do, they will find many others who are doing the same. These loving souls will grow fast into friendship with those others and their prayers, and love for each other will touch the heart of God. He will move the mountains on their behalf, and so too will the nation move. 
The person who is coming into a reality of who God is, how much He loves them, and their purpose birthed, sustained, and empowered through prayer is the one Bob Santos was born to speak into. I believe that person is meant to be you, and I believe this guide will launch you into changing the world around you.
Can you imagine an America united in the Spirit of God? A nation where health, provision, wisdom, and identity are daily found and secured within its people who acknowledge God’s presence in their lives. I personally have walked through many parts of this world that desperately need the United States to yet again export this reality to them. 
Did you know that culture is the largest exportable United States good? The nations consume it at a dizzying pace. No other nation in the history of the world has exported the Judeo-Christian ethic, and the values that follow, more positively and effectively than the United States. And in no time previously have the pathways to distribute this culture been more established than today. But what is being exported now is certainly not what was being exported a generation ago. How far we have removed ourselves from those values, and how devastating the consequences have been! 
This guide frames the lifestyle of prayer necessary to restore those values within us and our families, then to our communities, and in the near future, to the nations. They are the same values we witnessed so many years ago in Tibet among those 28 believers who prayed and saw “the impossible” come to pass. Thank you for participating in this life-changing initiative to pray for your community. May God bless you as you go out in love and bring His life-changing presence into the world around you!

To God be the glory,
Matt Geppert
President
SEAPC





Introduction


One day, while sitting in a meeting, I was struck by the impossibility of some of our nation’s circumstances. Mass shootings, drug overdoses, toxic politics, racial conflict, sexual confusion, continued movement away from Biblical truth, and a breakdown of human decency are just some of the daunting issues that have overwhelmed the hearts of people who care about the fate of our nation. As I sat in that planning meeting, the human voices faded into the background, and it dawned on me that even our best efforts will fade in futility unless they are rooted and grounded in prayer. Thus, the idea for this  Community Prayer Devotional was birthed.
As the people of God, we are by no means powerless despite the negative forces at work in our world. The Lord has given us the privilege, ability, and authority to bear heavy influence through the power of prayer. If even half the professing Christians in a community devoted themselves to consistent and faith-filled prayer, dramatic changes would result. And if enough of our communities begin to change, so will our nation.
When I was younger, some friends and I would sometimes stay at a camp owned by my employer. My motto was always, “Leave the place better than it was when you found it.” As someone now firmly immersed in middle-age life, it was with this mindset that I wrote this devotional. Thus, the reader will find that most of the prayer points are geared not toward the needs of the older generations, but toward bringing change for the sakes of the ones who follow in our footsteps. 
Those who face the reality of gray (or no) hair in the mirror should by now understand how quickly our time on this earth passes. And regardless of our past track records, those of us who are older still have a powerful opportunity to leave this earth “better than we found it.” I do not doubt that those with children, grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren carry an especially weighty concern for the future state of this world. As individuals, this task might seem overwhelming, but collectively, we still can pave a path of promise for the generations to come. Let’s fully avail ourselves to this opportunity!
From the very beginning, I want to state that I see this devotional as only a starting point. It is my sincere hope that the words on these pages will help set the stage for many community prayer initiatives and events such as joint worship and prayer meetings.
To better facilitate community prayer efforts, we are making this devotional available in the following formats:
	ePub – permanently free from various retailers such as Barnes and Noble.
	PDF – permanently free and available for download through Smashwords.com.
	Amazon Kindle – at a minimum cost through Amazon.
	Paperback – at a reasonable cost through various online outlets. (Group rates are also available through Search for Me Ministries, Inc.)
	Audiobook - through Amazon and Audible.

This prayer devotional is a work in progress that began with a beta draft in Indiana, PA, that was received wonderfully. A community might consider the following uses for this devotional:
	Have members of all participating churches work through this thirty-day devotional at the same time.
	Have a different church pray through the devotional during each of the twelve months over the course of an entire year.
	Have members across the spectrum of churches sign up for one of the twelve months during a year. This way, all churches will be involved every month, and church size will be a non-issue.
	Have church prayer groups read a chapter each week and pray accordingly.
	Encourage families and small prayer groups to use it throughout the year.

Because this is an ongoing and evolving effort, you can also go to our website (sfme.org/cpi/) for periodic updates and ideas.
Regarding the individual readings, each is designed as a starting point for prayer. A relatively short message will both instruct and encourage you. Then, at the end of each reading, you will find a Bible verse to employ in your prayers, a prayer focus for the day, and a starting prayer with a list of several prayer points. I have purposefully limited the number of prayer points so that you can follow the Holy Spirit’s leading to pray for burdens He lays on your heart relative to your community. We have also provided a few blank lines after each reading for those who wish to put additional prayers to paper for future reference.
Practically speaking, the Bible provides several powerful prayers that we can utilize for our own times of prayer. Ephesians 3:14–19, for example, can be “personalized” as you pray for the Christians—and especially the leaders—in your church and in your community:
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God. Ephesians 3:14–19
When we pray using the Scriptures, we can adapt passages that were not originally in prayer form. It is my personal opinion that, unlike their use in teaching, these verses do not need to be considered in context as long as we remain consistent with God’s heart. Following the Holy Spirit’s leading, we can thus use a wide number of passages in both the Old and New Testaments to complement our prayer lives.
Toward the end of this book is a section titled, “Prayers in the Bible” that lists several Old and New Testament prayers. The list is by no means exhaustive, but you might find the progression of these prayers helpful as you come before the Lord for yourself and for the sake of others.
As a whole, this devotional provides a basic structure for your personal and group prayer times, but it is by no means rigid. My concern is not that you follow an exact order, but that you use this book as a springboard for greater things. Please feel free to take what I have written and adapt it to the work that the Lord is doing in and through you and your community.
I have also sought to interweave an attitude of gratefulness with each prayer focus. Sometimes, we as Christians can be persistent in petitioning God, but if our prayers lack the element of faith that flows from a thankful heart, they will come up lacking. As the apostle Paul wrote many years ago:
The Lord is near. Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:5b–7
Finally, you may have noticed that this devotional is being co-published by two organizations—Search for Me Ministries, Inc. (SfMe Ministries) and the South East Asia Prayer Center (SEAPC). My wife Debi and I founded SfMe Ministries because God has gifted and called me to write and teach. At the same time, I am a pretty ordinary introvert with a relatively small sphere of influence. Thus, to broaden our reach, it seemed best to partner with a prayer-centered ministry that I not only admire, but also has a proven track record in both the national and international spheres.
None of us knows exactly what our good God has planned, but we live in a time of amazing opportunity for the gospel as our traditional foundations of stability are being shaken. If we are rooted in faith, motivated by love, and filled with hope, instead of being shaken, we will help birth God’s kingdom blessings into our communities. The Lord knows how much we need His touch not only for our sakes, but especially for the future generations. 
April 2023 Update: It is difficult to believe that we first published the Community Prayer Devotional about five years ago; time passes so quickly! I have been very pleased with the response to this devotional and decided to make a few stylistic changes as we seek to expand the scope of its use.

Bob Santos
President
Search for Me Ministries, Inc.
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The Desperate Need


If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place. 2 Chronicles 7:14-15 (NKJV)
In prayer you align yourselves to the purpose and power of God and He is able to do things through you that He couldn’t do otherwise. For this is an open universe, where some things are left open, contingent upon our doing them. If we do not do them, they will never be done. For God has left certain things open to prayer—things which will never be done except as we pray. —E. Stanley Jones
I have found that it is best not to be a people who wistfully wish for the return of the “good old days.” Still, there is no doubt that we have seen drastic (negative) changes take place in the United States over the past several decades. Humanity always has its issues, but a person needs only to watch a U.S. television show, such as  Leave It to Beaver, from the 1960s to see that a certain peaceful innocence has been lost. 

	The gap between rich and poor has widened considerably.
	Technological advances, while providing many benefits, have also undermined the quality of many relationships.
	Our educational systems are breaking apart at the seams.
	Our innocent children are pulled into the vortex of sexuality at far too young an age.
	Deep-seated animosity divides those on the right and left.
	The fear of being shot or blown up in a public place has skyrocketed.
	Drug addiction is destroying both individual and family lives.
	The church at large, once influential and respected, has been beset by scandal after scandal is now a cultural afterthought and the object of public ridicule.


Much more could be said about our current state, but we bear the risk of sinking into morbid despair. Instead, we are joining with Christians across the globe for a “call to arms.” Our world needs a revolution that cannot be accomplished with bullets and bombs. America especially needs a change of heart, which only the sovereign hand of the Almighty can facilitate.
Political involvement is undoubtedly necessary, but our sharply divided political system has displayed its inability to fix itself. How, then, can we expect a broken government to right the course of a faltering nation? 
Politics can bring favorable change only as honest, just, and capable individuals rise to places of leadership. And due to the nature of the political beast, such ascendance is unlikely apart from a praying generation of believers. Rare is the person who embarks on the political trail without being hardened and corrupted by its nasty underbelly.
For her part, the church has acted like a sleeping (or preoccupied) giant that is largely ignorant of its potential to alter the course of history. It is the people of God who have His ear, and it is the people of God who must steal away from the busyness of day-to-day life to seek their heavenly Father through prayer. The core problem is not that God has abandoned our nation, but that we have abandoned the central role that prayer plays in a “normal” Christian life.
Admittedly, we do not fully understand the dynamics of prayer, but the sovereign Creator of the Universe has chosen to work through people to advance His divine purposes on this earth. Such a partnership certainly includes the giving of time, energy, and money, but it is also predicated upon a resilient foundation of prayer. Furthermore, it is not simply a need for prayer that we are proclaiming but rather a need for community prayer. For it is within the context of communities large and small that the backbone of a nation is forged.
A favorite verse used to call the people of God to prayer can be found in 2 Chronicles 7:14: 
“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NKJV)
In addition to challenging our complacency and bolstering our faith, this well-used passage has a “corporate” feel to it. By corporate, I refer not to being business-like, but rather to a collective sense beyond the individual. And what better group of people can be found to pray for a community than those who call it their home?
So it is that we approach heaven’s throne to pray for the advancement of God’s kingdom in our local communities. It is within this familiar sphere that we want healthy families to flourish, the character of future leaders to be formed, and those with hardened hearts to be drawn near to our loving Savior. 
If God’s people fail to pray, the continued decline of our nation is inevitable, but that is not a predetermined outcome. This world is in desperate need of praying communities, and by God’s grace, we will be the community that makes a difference by faithfully lifting our prayers to heaven’s throne!
Today’s Prayer Focus: For today, your primary prayer focus will be you. Please begin with the prayer below and then personalize it to fit your own situation, while incorporating the Scripture and including the prayer points that follow. Feel free to continue praying as the Holy Spirit leads.
Today’s Scripture to Pray: 
For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light. Colossians 1:9–12
Starting Prayer: Lord God, I celebrate the fact that You have chosen to use imperfect people to accomplish Your divine purposes. Dear Lord, I make myself available to You. I ask that You help me understand the value and necessity of prayer, and that You grant me the grace to pray consistently for my community during the next thirty days and beyond…
	That You will enable me to know You and Your ways. 
	That You will help me to recognize Your nearness through the presence of Your Spirit, and that You will help me to know that I have Your ear. 
	That You will free me from a sense of guilt and obligation and guide me to lift before You prayers that are motivated by love. 
	That You will fill my heart with Your love for my community…

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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