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PART I: WHAT ARE THE PROSPECTS FOR
PEACE?

Question One:

The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists has
recently put the hands of the doomsday clock to 90 seconds before
midnight. Midnight means all out war, probably nuclear holocaust.
This is the closest it has every been. Do you agree with this dire
assessment?

Question Two:

The U.S. always portrays itself as the
greatest force on the planet for peace, justice, human rights,
racial equality, etc. Polls tell us that most other nations
actually regard the U.S. as the greatest threat to stability. What
in your view is the truth here?

Question Three:

Here’s a chicken-or-egg question: The U.S.
accuses both Russia and China of rapidly expanding their military
capabilities, claiming its own posturing and increase in weaponry
is a response to its hostile adversaries, Russia and China. Both
Russia and China claim they are merely responding to intimidation
and military threats posed by the U.S. What’s your view? Do Russia
and China have imperial ambitions or are they just trying to defend
themselves against what they see as an increasingly aggressive U.S.
military?

Question Four:

The U.S. always denies that it has imperial
ambitions. Most unbiased experts say that by any objective
standards, the U.S. is an empire — indeed the most powerful,
sprawling empire in history. Does the U.S. have to be an empire to
be successful in the world and effectively protect and serve its
citizenry?

Question Five:

In 2009, Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton
announced a reset with Russia, heralding greater cooperation and
understanding. By 2014, Obama had made a sharp reversal. A sweeping
regime of sanctions has since been imposed on Russia to cripple its
economy. Hillary Clinton and the Democrats now relentlessly
demonize Russia and Putin, blaming them for every imaginable ill.
Both in the media and from official pronouncements by government
officials, Russia has become the favorite whipping boy for both the
U.S. and its “special friend”, Great Britain. Why? What
happened?

Question Six:

Between the FONOPS in the South China Sea
and the recently expressed enthusiasm for Taiwan’s independence,
the risk of military conflict with China keeps increasing. Where is
this headed? If People’s Republic of China decides to use military
force for full reunification of Taiwan, do you see the U.S. going
to war in an attempt to prevent it?

Question Seven:

The U.S. against the clear objections of the
government in Syria is occupying valuable land, stealing the
country’s oil, and preventing access to the most agriculturally
productive region, effectively starving the population. The world
sees this for what it is, a cruel game sacrificing innocent people
for some perceived geopolitical advantage. Is this the kind of
reputation the U.S. wants? Or does it simply no longer care what
the rest of the world community thinks?

Question Eight:

In a democracy, at least in theory citizens
have a say in all matters of public policy. Yet, in the end none of
the recent military campaigns and undeclared wars seem to achieve
much popular favor or support. What is and what should be the role
of everyday citizens in determining the foreign policy and military
priorities of the country? Or are such matters better left to the
“experts”?

Question Nine:

Related to that, the citizenry and most of
Congress are kept in the dark with respect to special missions,
proxy funding, CIA operations, and swaths of unknown unknowns
constituting psyops, cyber ops, and regime change ops, all done in
our name as U.S. citizens. The funds to support this sprawling
“dark world” of sabotage and terror being inflicted on the rest of
the planet, is also a secret. Now there’s pervasive spying on U.S.
citizens right here at home. What place does any of this have in
“the land of the free”? Does this mean government of the people, by
the people, for the people is just a sham?

Question Ten:

Recently we’ve seen some
token but precedent-setting direct payments to citizens in the form
of Covid relief. There is also the ongoing discussion about
reparations to descendants of slaves. If it could be unequivocally
established that the government has abused DOD funding, misused and
squandered vast sums of money to promote unjustified wars, purchase
unneeded equipment, unnecessarily expand U.S. military presence
across the globe, and regularly lied to the American public to
manufacture consent for these misadventures and fraudulent
activities, practical and political
considerations aside, do you see any
constitutional or other legal barriers to the public identifying,
expecting, or even demanding proper compensation? A cash refund or
citizen reparations for massive, authenticated abuse of
power?

PART II: AN OBJECTIVE LOOK AT U.S. FOREIGN
POLICY

Question Eleven:

We hear a lot of terms and
acronyms bandied about. ‘Deep State’ … ‘MIC’ … ‘FIRE sector’ …
‘ruling elite’ … ‘oligarchy’ … ‘neocons’. Who actually defines and
sets America’s geopolitical priorities and determines our foreign
policy? Not “officially”. Not constitutionally. But
de facto.

Question Twelve:

We’ve had decades of international tensions.
Recent developments have seen a sharp escalation in the potential
for a major war. The U.S. apparently cannot be at peace. “Threats”
against the homeland are allegedly increasing in number and
severity. The trajectory of our relations with the rest of the
world appears to be more confrontations, more enemies, more crises,
more wars.

Is the world really that full of aggressors,
bad actors, ruthless opponents? Or is there something in our own
policies and attitudes toward other countries which put us at odds
with them, thus making war inevitable and peace impossible?

Question Thirteen:

Our leaders relentlessly talk about our
“national interests” and our “national security”, warning that both
are under constant assault. Yet, we spend more than the next nine
countries combined on our military. Why does such colossal spending
never seem to be enough?

Question Fourteen:

It’s evident that you, and the many
individuals who follow you and support your work, believe that
America’s direction in both the diplomatic sphere and in the
current conflict zones represents exercise of government power gone
awry. Can you paint for us in broad strokes the specific changes in
our national priorities and policies you view as necessary for the
U.S. to peacefully coexist with other nations, at the same time
keeping us safe from malicious attacks on our security and rightful
place in the world community?

Question Fifteen:

The general public, especially when it’s
aware of the self-sabotaging results of our current foreign
policies and military posturing, clearly wants less war and
militarism, preferring more peaceful alternatives on the world
stage and greater concentration on solving the problems at home. As
peace activists, we are thus more in line with the majority of
citizens on issues of war and peace, than those currently in
power.

What happens if we
determine that those shaping current U.S. policy
don’t care what the citizenry
thinks, are simply not listening to us?
What if we conclude that our Congress, for example, is completely
deaf to the voice of the people? What do we do? What are our
options then? What are the next concrete steps for political
activists working toward a peaceful future?

Closing Editorial
Comments

Final Note on the Peace Dividend
Project

Related Books by John
Rachel

About the Author

Legal Notices and
Disclaimers

 





Introduction

______________________________________

 


This book is the product of 32 interviews
conducted between August 2021 and May 2023. The majority were
written interviews. These participants were emailed the questions,
they responded, and their answers were recorded, then faithfully
reproduced here. Several of the later interviews were conducted as
face-to-face online Zoom sessions, then published on YouTube as
segments of an interview series sponsored by the Peace
Dividend Project. All of the interviews were published
individually at highly-acclaimed alternative media sites. These
included Greanville Post, Counterpunch, Dissident Voice, Nation of
Change, Popular Resistance, OpEdNews, and several aggregators which
subsequently picked up the articles and reprinted them.

As we shall see, great minds do not always
think alike. For that we should be grateful. A wide range of
perspectives and conceptual palettes expand the potential for a
rich understanding of the critical issues addressed in this
forum.

Where I especially believe the value lies in
publishing these interviews in this volume and format is that
individual responses are grouped by question, allowing direct
comparison of the views on a specific matter of the various
respondents. Usually they agree, since they mostly inhabit the same
territory on the political spectrum. But even in agreeing, each has
his or her own unique framing and spin, which collectively
illuminate the nuances and complexities of the issues being
discussed. When there is disagreement, we are treated to a healthy
dose of thought-provoking dialectic.

I believe you’ll find this rewarding,
worthwhile reading. However, we’ll be forced to conclude that even
these folks, despite their abundant intellectual gifts and
dedication, don’t have all of the answers. At the same time, they
certainly provide a solid foundation, inspiring impetus, and
compelling rationale for further pursuit and discovery of those
answers.

 



 The Participants

______________________________________

 


As director of the
Peace Dividend
Project, I am most grateful to all of
the contributors to this important exploratory exchange for taking
the time to share their insights. The questions here are
not philosophical or abstract. They focus on the realities of the
international power struggle unfolding in real time. They directly
address the role of the U.S. in the escalating tensions and its
capacity to reduce them. We also probe the role of everyday
citizens in affecting the relationship the U.S. now has and will
have with the rest of the world community. My
own mercifully brief reflections on the responses to these vital
questions follow those of the interviewees in a closing
summary.

For those who are not
familiar with the focus of own my work, the Peace Dividend
initiative embraces a powerful,
unprecedented, end-to-end strategy for
challenging the tyranny of neocon warmongers in Washington DC,
ending the endless wars, reversing the self-destructive foreign
policy and military paradigm which now poisons U.S. relations with
the rest of the world and ultimately will destroy our nation. —
John Rachel

• • •
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Noam Chomsky was born on
December 7, 1928 in Philadelphia, PA. His undergraduate and
graduate years were spent at the University of Pennsylvania where
he received his PhD in linguistics in 1955. During the years 1951
to 1955, Chomsky was a Junior Fellow of the Harvard University
Society of Fellows. Chomsky joined the staff of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1955 and in 1961 was
appointed full professor in the Department of Modern Languages and
Linguistics (now the Department of Linguistics and Philosophy.)
From 1966 to 1976 he held the Ferrari P. Ward Professorship of
Modern Languages and Linguistics. In 1976 he was appointed
Institute Professor. During the years 1958 to 1959 Chomsky was
in residence at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton, NJ.
In the spring of 1969 he delivered the John Locke Lectures at
Oxford; in January 1970 he delivered the Bertrand Russell Memorial
Lecture at Cambridge University; in 1972, the Nehru Memorial
Lecture in New Delhi, and in 1977, the Huizinga Lecture in Leiden,
among many others.

Chomsky has written and
lectured widely on linguistics, philosophy, intellectual history,
contemporary issues, international affairs and U.S. foreign policy.
Professor Chomsky has devoted his whole life to calling out
the abuses of power and the excesses of U.S. empire. At 94, he
still is actively engaged in the national conversation.
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Larry Wilkerson is a renowned defense
analyst and a Distinguished Adjunct
Professor of Government & Public
policy at the College of William and Mary. He is a retired United States Army colonel and was the former
Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell.
During the course of his military service,
Wilkerson was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster, the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, and
the Bronze Star among other awards and decorations. At the
Department of State, he earned the Secretary’s Distinguished
Service Award, and two Superior Honor Awards.
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Paul Craig Roberts is a widely-renowned
political analyst. He was Asst. Secretary of the
Treasury for Economic Policy under President Ronald Reagan,
associate editor and columnist with the Wall Street Journal, and
columnist for Business Week and the Scripps Howard News
Service. His thought-provoking,
awe-inspiring insights, astute analysis, and developing views can
be accessed at his Institute For Political
Economy website.
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Mark Skidmore is a
professor in the Department of Agricultural, Food and Resource
Economics at the College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and
the Betty and David Morris Chair in State and Local Government
Finance and Policy, at Michigan State University. In 2017 Professor
Skidmore and his team of graduates students discovered

$21 trillion unaccounted for in the U.S. federal budget
starting in 1998, continuing until the end of
fiscal year 2015.

 


• • •

 


[image: tmp_4e1e82d79a65b7e7aa56b1003890ac5b_1M9I0Y_html_m66286914.jpg]

Coleen Rowley is an attorney, peace activist
and whistleblower. She’s a retired FBI Special
Agent and former FBI Minneapolis Division Legal Counsel. For
her exposure of the FBI’s pre-911 failures, she was named one of
Time Magazine’s “Persons of the Year” in 2002. Subsequently, she was a Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party
candidate for Congress in Minnesota’s 2nd congressional district,
one of eight congressional districts in Minnesota in 2006.
Coleen is now a public speaker, writer, and blogger
on The Huffington Post, Consortium News, and other prominent
media channels.

 


• • •

 


[image: tmp_4e1e82d79a65b7e7aa56b1003890ac5b_1M9I0Y_html_7571777d.jpg]

William J. Astore is a
retired lieutenant colonel (USAF) and a senior fellow at the
Eisenhower Media Network (EMN), an organization of national
security professionals. He has taught at the Air Force Academy and
Naval Postgraduate School, and now teaches history at the
Pennsylvania College of Technology. He is the author or co-author
of three books and numerous articles focusing on military history
as well as the history of science, technology, and religion. His
personal blog is Bracing Views.
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Abby Martin is an American journalist, TV
presenter and activist. She helped found the citizen
journalism website Media Rootsand serves on the
board of directors for Media Freedom Foundation, which manages
Project
Censored. She hosted Breaking the
Set on the Russian state-sponsored network RT America
2012-2015, then launched The Empire Files, that same year as
an investigative documentary and interview series on Telesur. In
2019, she released the film documentary, The Empire Files: Gaza
Fights for Freedom. She continues her work promoting peace and
opposing imperialism, as an independent filmmaker and
journalist.
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Dan Kovalik is the author
of critically-acclaimed No More War:
How the West Violates International Law by Using ‘Humanitarian’
Intervention to Advance Economic and Strategic
Interests, The Plot to Scapegoat Russia, The Plot to Attack
Iran, The Plot to Control the World,
and The Plot to Overthrow
Venezuela, is a dedicated peace
activist, and has been a labor and human rights lawyer since
graduating from Columbia Law School in 1993. He has represented
plaintiffs in ATS cases arising out of egregious human rights
abuses in Colombia. He received the David W. Mills Mentoring
Fellowship from Stanford Law School, and has lectured throughout
the world.
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Lee Camp is head writer
and host of the highly-acclaimed national TV
show Redacted Tonight with Lee
Camp on RT America. He’s a
former contributor to The Onion, former staff humor writer for the
Huffington Post, and co-host of the podcast Huffington Post
"Government Secrets." His book, Bullet Points & Punch
Lines has earned enormous
praise. RadMediaNews is his most
recent project, an alternative to the propaganda of mainstream
media and a vehicle to deal with large-scale suppression of the
truth.
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Finian Cunningham
has written extensively on international affairs, with articles
published in several languages. He has worked as a scientific
editor for the Royal Society of Chemistry, Cambridge, England,
before pursuing a career in newspaper journalism. He is also a
musician and songwriter. For nearly 20 years, he worked as an
editor and writer in major news media organizations, including The
Mirror, Irish Times and Independent. His prolific output of
excellent political analysis and commentary can be accessed at
Strategic
Culture Foundation, Sputnik
News, and RT.
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Michael T. Klare is a Five
Colleges professor of Peace and World Security Studies at Hampshire
College in Amherst, Massachusetts; defense correspondent of The
Nation magazine; and author of The Race
for What's Left: The Global Scramble for the World's Last
Resources (2012), Rising Powers, Shrinking Planet: The New Geopolitics of
Energy (2009), and Blood and Oil: The Dangers and Consequences of America's
Growing Dependence on Imported Petroleum (2000). He has a BA and MA from
Columbia University, and a PhD from Union Institute &
University.
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Cynthia McKinney is an
American politician and assistant professor at North South
University, Bangladesh. As a member of the Democratic Party, she
served six terms in the United States House of Representatives, as
the first African American woman ever elected to represent
Georgia. She was also the first Member of
Congress to demand an investigation of the events of 9/11 and the
first to file articles of impeachment against George W. Bush. She
voted against every war-funding bill put before her. In 2008,
Cynthia McKinney won the Green Party nomination and ran for U.S.
President.
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Scott Ritter served as a former U.S. Marine
Corps Intelligence officer (1984-1991), in the Soviet Union as an
inspector implementing the INF Treaty, in General Norman
Schwarzkopf’s staff during the Gulf War, and as a UN weapons
inspector in Iraq (1991-1998). He is author of SCORPION KING:
America’s Suicidal Embrace of Nuclear Weapons from FDR to
Trump, Iraq Confidential (Nation Books, 2005), Target
Iran (Nation Books, 2006), and Waging Peace (Nation
Books, 2007).
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Joe Lombardo is the
co-coordinator of the United National
Antiwar Coalition (UNAC) and
has been an anti-war organizer and
a labor activist for decades. He is a cofounder and lead organizer for Bethlehem Neighbors
for Peace, a local anti-war group based near Albany, New York,
a member of the Troy Area Labor Council,
and former staff person of the Vietnam era National Peace Action
Coalition (NPAC).
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Bruce Gagnon is the Coordinator of the
Global
Network Against Weapons & Nuclear Power in Space,
and was a co-founder of the Global Network when it was created in
1992. He was an early member of the Anti-Defense
Lobby in the 1970s challenging the U.S. space program.
Between 1983—1998, he was the State Coordinator
of the Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice and has worked on
space issues for 31 years. Bruce has addressed
audiences across the globe and throughout the U.S., including
numerous college campuses. Bruce is a Vietnam-era
veteran and early in his career as an activist was a union
organizer for United Farm Workers Union in Florida. He is currently
an active member of Veterans for Peace.
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Norman Solomon is an
American journalist, media critic, activist, and former U.S.
congressional candidate. He is a longtime associate of the media
watch group Fairness & Accuracy In Reporting. In 1997 he
founded the Institute for Public Accuracy, which works to provide
alternative sources for journalists, and serves as its executive
director. Solomon is co-founder and national director
of RootsAction. He was a Bernie Sanders delegate from California to the
2016 and 2020 Democratic National Conventions, and is the
author of a dozen books, including War Made Easy:
How Presidents and Pundits Keep Spinning Us to Death
(2006) and Made Love, Got War: Close Encounters
with America's Warfare State (2007).
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Peter Kuznick is currently
Professor of History and Director of the Nuclear Studies Institute
at American University. His acclaim and popularity are certainly
deserved. In addition to his contributions in academic circles, he
is in constant demand as a policy analyst and commentator across
the globe. He is author of Beyond the
Laboratory: Scientists As Political Activists in 1930s
America, and many other important volumes.
Peter is best known by the general public for his highly
controversial, landmark documentary created with director Oliver
Stone, The Untold History of the
United States, which has been
distributed and viewed worldwide by millions of people, receiving
enthusiastic reception and generating much needed
debate.
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Ajamu Baraka grew up on
the South Side of Chicago and served in the U.S. Army during the
Vietnam War. He has taught political science at various
universities and has been a guest lecturer at academic institutions
in the U.S. and abroad. As a human rights defender whose experience
spans four decades of domestic and international education and
activism, Ajamu is a veteran grassroots organizer whose roots are
in the Black Liberation Movement and anti-apartheid and Central
American solidarity struggles. In 2016, he was the Green Party
nominee for Vice President of the United States. He currently
serves as the national organizer and spokesperson for the
Black Alliance for
Peace.
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Margaret Kimberley is
Executive Editor and Senior Columnist of Black Agenda
Report. She is a recipient of
the Serena Shim Award for Uncompromising
Integrity in Journalism, and
the Women’s
Institute for Freedom of the Press’ 2021 Women in Media
Award. She is also a board member
of Consortium News.

Her book,
Prejudential: Black America and the
Presidents, was published in 2020 by
Steerforth Press. Ms. Kimberley is also a contributor to the
anthologies In Defense of Julian
Assange, Capitalism on a Ventilator: the Impact of COVID-19 on China
and the U.S., and Killing Trayvons: An Anthology of American
Violence.

Her activism includes
membership on the Administrative Committee of
the United
National Antiwar Coalition, the
Coordinating Committee of Black Alliance
for Peace, and the Board of Directors
of the U.S. Peace Memorial
Foundation.

Margaret has appeared in national and
international media including CGTN, RT, Al Mayadeen, Deutsche Welle
(DW), Al Jazeera English, and Sky News.
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Matthew Hoh is currently Associate Director
at the Eisenhower Media Network. He has been a Senior Fellow with
the Center For International Policy since 2010.
Previously he served nearly twelve years with the US military in
the United States Marine Corps, as well as the Department of
Defense and State Department. In 2009, Matthew resigned in protest
from his post in Afghanistan with the State Department over U.S.
escalation of the war. Prior to his assignment in Afghanistan,
Matthew took part in the American occupation of Iraq, with a State
Department reconstruction and governance team and in 2006-2007 as a
Marine Corps company commander. When not deployed, Matthew worked
on Afghanistan and Iraq war policy and operations issues at the
Pentagon and State Department.

Matthew is a member of the Board of
Directors for the Institute for Public Accuracy, an Advisory Board
Member for the Committee to Defend Julian Assange and Civil
Liberties, Expose Facts, North Carolina Committee to Investigate
Torture, The Resistance Center for Peace and Justice, Veterans For
Peace, and World Beyond War, and he is an Associate Member of
Veteran Intelligence Professionals for Sanity (VIPS).
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Garland Nixon is a veteran
progressive radio and television talk show host, whose analysis and
hard-hitting commentary targets U.S. foreign policy with a
comprehensive focus on anti-imperialist movements worldwide. He
spent over 20 years in law enforcement and retired holding the rank
of Major. He then went on to teach criminal justice for several
years before settling on full-time journalism. Garland has made
numerous appearances on NPR, was a regular panelist on Fox News
from 2010 through 2019. He is also an outspoken civil libertarian
and 1st Amendment advocate.
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Dennis Kucinich first ventured into politics
while still a student at Cleveland State University, winning a seat
on the Cleveland city council in 1969. In 1977, Kucinich became the
youngest mayor in Cleveland, Ohio history. In addition to being
Mayor of Cleveland, Dennis Kucinich has served as a Council Member
for the City of Cleveland (1970-75, 1981-82), as the Clerk of
Courts for the Cleveland Municipal Court (1976-77) and as an Ohio
State Senator (1994-96). In 1996, Kucinich was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives. As a congressman, Kucinich has been a
progressive proponent of environmental initiatives, sustainability
practices, human rights issues and the social and economic
interests of his Ohio constituents, including the troubled steel
industry. In 2001-2003 Kucinich was Chairman, and later Co-Chairman
(2004), of the Congressional Progressive Caucus.

Dennis Kucinich is known
for his idealism, activism and indefatigable spirit. In 2003,
Kucinich began his campaign for the 2004 Democratic presidential
nomination with a platform largely dominated by human rights and
environmental initiatives. In his campaign for the 2008
presidential nomination, he called for universal healthcare and an
immediate withdraw from Iraq. His books
include A Prayer for America
(Nation Books - 2003) and The Division of Light and Power (Primedia - 2021).
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For over eleven years now, peace and
electoral reform have been the focus of my political activism and
writing. Neither have been satisfying or promising pursuits.
Resistance to new ideas, even among those who claim to be devoted
to promoting a peaceful world and true representative democracy, is
endemic. Rationalizations and twisted logic rule, as with the
“leftists” who myopically buy into the neocon fraud that fighting
the Russians in Ukraine is supporting the spread of democratic
ideals and opposing megalomaniac tyranny. It’s difficult, if not
entirely impossible, to have a rational discussion with people who
have no grasp of history, are completely misinformed — a polite way
of saying ‘brainwashed’ — are too preoccupied with tribal loyalty
to look at facts, and are incapable of objective and balanced
analysis. This is further complicated by stubborn adherence by
activists to legacy methods and tactics, and an antiquated view of
the mechanisms of political power. Most current activists,
especially in the peace movement, tragically are stuck in the early
70s, while the rest of the world has moved on. Even so, I’ve
refused to give up pushing my outside-the-box ideas to the deaf,
dumb and blind. I wonder if that just means I unconditionally fail
Einstein’s sanity test.

Through the adversity and setbacks which
have populated my best attempts at communicating and working with
the remnants of a progressive left, my lovely Japanese wife has
remained steadfast in her encouragement and support. Her tempered
but timely praise for my persistence and determination has helped
immeasurably. For this I am infinitely grateful.

I also extend a very special and heartfelt
thanks to Scott Burley. Without his generous financial support over
the past few years, the Peace Dividend Project would have
folded.

Lastly, I want to express my gratitude to
everyone who agreed to participate here and share their knowledge,
insights, analysis, wisdom, and in many cases their vision of the
world we must aspire to. What certainly comes through loud and
clear, is the need for some profound changes in the way the U.S.
conducts itself in the world. Let this be a beginning at building a
nation and society we can embrace with pride and humility, then
confidently hand off to our children.


 


 Part
I

 


______________________________________

 


What Are The Prospects For Peace?







 Question One:

 


The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists has
recently put the hands of the doomsday clock to 90 seconds before
midnight. Midnight means all out war, probably nuclear holocaust.
This is the closest it has every been. Do you agree with this dire
assessment?

 


______________________________________

 


Noam Chomsky

A fair assessment, unfortunately. The BAS
analysts cited three major increasing threats: nuclear war,
environmental destruction, and what some have called an
“infodemic,” the sharp decline in rational discourse — the only
hope for addressing the existential crises.

Every year that Trump was in office, the
minute hand moved closer to midnight. Two year ago the analysts
abandoned minutes and turned to seconds. Trump steadily escalated
all three threats. It’s worth reflecting on how close the world
came to indescribable catastrophe last November. Another 4 years of
Trump’s race to the abyss might have had incalculable consequences.
His worshippers of course don’t see it this way, but, remarkably,
the same is true of segments of the left. In fact, liberal litanies
of his abuses also largely skirt his major crimes. Worth
consideration when we recognize that he or some clone might soon
regain the levers of power. Also worth consideration are the
warnings by thousands of scientists that we are approaching
irreversible tipping points in environmental destruction. We can
read all about it in Aljazeera.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/7/28/thousands-of-scientists-declare-worldwide-climate-emergency.

Larry Wilkerson

I do. I do because we — and the Russians —
have allowed nuclear arms control to collapse. With the exception,
thank goodness, of NEW START, all else is gone — the ABM Treaty,
the INF Treaty, and most of all, the spirit that undergird them and
nuclear weapons arms control in general. Replacing it is an angry,
take-no-prisoners return to the 1950s when certain people thought
nuclear war was a winnable prospect. The Russians have even
published military doctrine outlining how, should their territory
be invaded [by NATO forces], they will respond with tactical
nuclear weapons. In further response, the U.S. has announced it
will build a small, nuclear-tipped cruise missile to be placed on
submarines. This is as dangerous as it gets short of an actual
nuclear exchange.

Paul Craig Roberts

Yes, I agree.  Partly it is the fault
of the Russians and Chinese.  By refusing to put their foot
down, the Russians and Chinese have encouraged more
provocations.  This will end badly.

Mark Skidmore

In recent years, the U.S. has been
provocative toward Russia; the moves by NATO to encircle Russia
pose an existential threat to Russia. The U.S. and NATO have
violated multiple agreements/treaties and Russian leaders have
dubbed the U.S. as no longer “agreement capable”.

In the wake of the chaotic withdrawal U.S.
troops from Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia and Russia recently announced
military cooperation between the two countries. (Khalid
bin Salman خالد بن
سلمان on
Twitter: "Met with Russian Defense Minister Sergey Shoygu to
explore ways to strengthen the military and defense cooperation
between our two countries. We discussed our common endeavor to
preserve stability and security in the region, and reviewed shared
challenges facing our countries.” / Twitter)

The new Saudi-Russian cooperative
arrangement is an important development. For context, historically
the U.S. and Saudi Arabia have been close allies. In the early
1970s, Saudi Arabia agreed to sell oil only in U.S. dollars, which
gave the dollar strength after the U.S. closed the gold window
(i.e., the dollar was no longer backed by gold). In return, the
U.S. agreed to provide military support in the Middle East. With
these changes, the dollar switched from a gold-backed currency to
an oil/military-backed currency.

While the new Saudi-Russian agreement serves
to erode the strength of the dollar as the primary reserve
currency, it is not the nail in the coffin of the dollar. Nowadays,
much of the $281 trillion of global debt is denominated in dollars,
which means that the debt with interest must be paid back in
dollars. This means that there is still a very large demand for
dollars globally even with increasingly less oil being bought and
sold in dollar terms.

The erosion of the dollar as the reserve
currency has been happening for years. I do not know when there
will be a switch to a new monetary order, and I am unsure of how
disruptive the switch will be when it occurs. My sense is that the
“elite” don't yet have the structure of the new monetary system
fully in place, and thus there is race between the fading dollar
and the implementation of a new monetary system. I will return to
this issue later.

While there are substantial tensions between
the U.S. and Russia, I agree with John Pilger that the greater risk
of potential conflict is between the U.S. and China. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAfeYMONj9E)

Having provided these remarks, I acknowledge
that am not an insider and thus not privy to private communications
between countries. This means that I can only offer a limited
assessment.

Coleen Rowley

This “clock” that began in 1947 was set at
100 seconds to “midnight” in January 2020 and left unchanged in
January 2021. I certainly agree with the Bulletin’s current dire
assessment that we are closer to nuclear holocaust then ever before
in history, including during the long “Cold War” with the Soviet
Union when several nuclear
“close calls” occurred due to tense stand-offs like the
Cuban Missile Crisis, accidents and military misperceptions. This
meant that we likely came within minutes of “accidentally”
destroying the world as we know it several times. It’s hard to
imagine that, as a practical matter, the Bulletin can set the hands
any closer at this point in an effort to make oblivious people
aware of the danger. And unfortunately, many if not most US-NATO
military officials and government politicians remain committed to
dangerous policies such as “First Use” and “hair trigger alert,”
seemingly unworried about the high risk.

William J. Astore

Yes. The U.S. government has embarked on
nuclear “modernization
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