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      Introduction

      
      
      This book was written in 2016, on the eve of the centennial of the October Revolution
         of 1917. If by the antagonism that it spurred the Revolution shaped the twentieth-century
         political landscape of Europe and beyond, today it has acquired a specific meaning
         as an object of both memory politics and the memory of the political.[1]   One reason is that because the Revolution saw itself as a break with the past,
         it exerted a repressive totalitarian politics toward memory. Not only was the official
         memory narrative of the prerevolutionary past manipulated, the status of individual
         memory was also constantly subjected to political articulations and repressions. Today,
         at the same time as the Revolution itself has become a “memory” of a historical event
         that leads us to ask about what it was, the idea of the Revolution, that is, the emancipation of all mankind, perhaps the
         most significant utopia in the history of democracy, continues to be significant in
         its afterlife. With the failure of the Russian Revolution and the demise of the Soviet
         Union, it seems that in the ambivalence of current politics we have been able to bury
         the Revolution as a political idea and at the same time preserve the idea of emancipation
         in the now nearly apolitical concept of democracy. The title of this book—Andrey Platonov: The Forgotten Dream of the Revolution—refers primarily to the question of memory in revolutionary times, and more specifically
         to the problem of the experience of intimate memory during a revolutionary period
         that offered ready-made political models for formulating the experience of the present
         and the past, and projected its realization onto the future. Yet in writing about
         the question of intimate memory from the perspective of Andrei Platonov, who although
         he was critical never repudiated his fidelity to the 1917 Revolution, the book also
         attempts to bring out an aspect of the Revolution that is often forgotten in current
         memory politics, namely the aspiration to be a revolution of the experience of inner
         life in a way yet untold. 
      

      
      This book is entirely dedicated to one of the most complex perspectives on the 1917
         Russian Revolution, namely that of the Soviet Russian writer, Andrei Platonov (1899–1951).
         My primary aim, however, is not to examine his view of the political dynamics of the
         upheaval. If his writings have often been read in line with current memory politics
         as a testimony to the problems of revolutionary existence and as resistance to the
         flawed implementation of the Revolution in Soviet society, I have been guided instead
         by the urge to commemorate his concept of another—literary revolution as a revolution
         in existence—that is, in our understanding and experience of being in common. In his
         deeds and in his writings, Platonov was always faithful to the idea of a proletarian
         revolution. At the same time as he thoroughly criticized the development of a culture
         of the proletariat in Soviet society, however, in his works he searched the Revolution
         for the presence of something other than the historical event that led to Bolshevik
         power and the political and social changes that it brought about. If the aim of any
         revolution is to restructure society or communality, what Andrei Platonov sought to
         bring out in his chronicle of the development of postrevolutionary society was a revolution
         in our understanding of what existence in a common world means. He greeted the Revolution as the possibility of putting a political end
         to politics—an antagonistic end to antagonism that went beyond its thus far actually
         realized promises. However utopian this may seem—and indeed, Platonov did not shut
         his eyes to the atrocities committed in implementing the Communist utopia of the ideally
         organized society—he was continuously looking for an entry into the utopia of an altered
         experience of existence.[2]   He sought access to the implementation of the Revolution in life as well as in
         literature, but my focus is on the literary representation of this other utopia of
         being in common not only as a “daydream” that was forgotten in the actual implementation
         of the Revolution, but also as a dream of the night, or as a fleeting experience of
         life that is constantly forgotten in conscious experience and therefore to be retrieved
         in writing that can reach the very limits of experience.[3]   
      

      
      Andrei Platonov is now known as one of the best and most paradoxical chroniclers of
         the Russian Revolution and postrevolutionary society, with works such as Chevengur, which tells the story of Soviet Russia during the Civil War, The Foundation Pit, which treats the construction of the new Soviet society, and Happy Moscow, which thematizes the dream of happiness in modern civilization. He was viewed by
         the Soviet regime as a fellow traveler, a poputchik like Isaak Babel and Boris Pilnyak, who were also considered more neutrally as modernist
         “experimental prose” writers who expressed views sympathetic to the Revolution but
         who gradually became more and more at odds with the dictates of the Soviet regime
         and were gradually more and more repressed. Each of these modernist writers is unique
         in his own way and should not be subsumed under the Soviet label. Yet in comparing
         them it becomes apparent that one of Platonov’s distinguishing features is that in
         his modernist prose he did not chronicle the Revolution as the memory of a political
         event but instead sought to bring out the question of memory in the experience of
         a revolutionary time that inscribes itself in history as entirely new. Formulated
         differently, I am claiming that while Platonov confirms the idea that the Revolution
         opens a new era, he also seeks a place for memory in this new era as the locus where
         a revolutionary existential experience of the common can be retrieved.[4]    In other words, in the midst of this ecstatic revolutionary and progressive time,
         Platonov also searches the Revolution for the promise of a way out of the oblivion
         of existence in common by listening to how things past, present, and future speak
         to us in different ways, most often through our neglect and sense of alienation from
         the world. In this respect, Platonov’s revolution can be seen as a revolution in the
         making, not because he was a Trotskyist who believed in permanent upheaval, but because
         for him, revolution meant the possibility of developing, if not in society, then at
         least in writing, a specific revolutionary consciousness of our way of being in the
         world. This consciousness is far from the preconceived model of reality in Lenin’s
         spontaneity-consciousness dialectics because it attempts to grasp how the world in
         its development reveals that for the most part we are lost to the world, erring, hoping,
         and deprived of an understanding of it.[5]  
      

      
      Walter Benjamin also stressed the necessity of a specific revolutionary consciousness
         when in his 1927 essay, “Moscow,” he compared Europe and Soviet Russia and posed the
         poignant question, “Which reality is inwardly convergent with truth? Which truth is
         inwardly preparing itself to converge with the real?” (Benjamin 1999, 22). What Benjamin
         is asking about here is not the realization of universal values in society but the
         Revolution as a readiness to embark upon an inner revolutionary movement and a revolutionary
         movement of inner life.[6]   He twice insists on the word inwardly in his inquiries about the convergence between reality and truth. In the first part
         of the question he asks, “Which reality is inwardly convergent with truth?” and in
         a chiastic reversal in the second, he reframes the question by asking which truth
         is inwardly ready to converge with reality.[7]   What Benjamin suggests is that the truth of the Revolution must be seen not as
         a truth realized in history through the Revolution, as the official doctrine of the
         Bolshevik Party,[8]   but as the readiness to ask how we can come closer to an inner convergence between
         truth and reality. Benjamin’s questions, which are also posed as an appendix to political
         change, can help us formulate how Andrei Platonov describes two different concomitant
         revolutionary movements. In the midst of the description of the ecstatic acquisition
         of the ideology behind the official promises of a new society and a new communality,
         he explores the Revolution as a promise and a forgotten memory of an inner convergence
         in a common world.  
      

      
      I propose to understand Platonov’s quest for the forgotten dream of the Revolution
         as a search for another meaning of the Revolution to be retrieved in literature. This notion of another meaning
         and another revolution is not intended to suggest an infinite alterity to his conception
         of the Revolution, but to “de-position” Platonov in relation to the political camps
         that emerged as a response to the 1917 October Revolution. It is perhaps no wonder
         that contemporary Platonov scholarship dating from the “rediscovery” of Platonov in
         the 1960s and 1970s following the renewed publication of his works in the Soviet Union
         and in the West beginning in 1958, was situated within the politicized framework of
         the Cold War, the émigré press, and the general political situation at the time. Besides
         the reappearance of the works, Platonov’s reception in the 1970s is marked by some
         critical reviews, among them perhaps most notably the enthusiastic response of Pier
         Paolo Pasolini and scholarly articles in Soviet Russia and the West. It is nevertheless
         in the 1980s that the foundation for the contemporary readings of Platonov was really
         laid with major studies such as Natalya Poltavtseva’s Filosofskaia proza Andreia Platonova (1981), Ayleen Teskey’s book about Platonov and Fedorov Platonov and Fyodorov: The Influence of Christian Philosophy on a Soviet Writer (1982), Mikhail Geller’s Andrei Platonov v poiskakh schastiia (1982), Lev Shubin’s Poiski smysla otdel’nogo i obshchego sushchestvovaniia (1987), and dissertations by Thomas Seifrid (Linguistic Devices in the Prose of Andrei Platonov [1984]) and Aleksei Tsvetkov (Iazyk A. P. Platonova [1983]). In the 1990s, we saw a rapidly growing interest in Russia and beyond marked
         by the archival works of the group around Natalya Kornienko and the scholarly studies
         of Seifrid, Günther, Malygina, Mikheev, Viyugin, Bobylev, and Hodel, to name a few
         of the most productive. This interest has only continued to grow in the 2000s and
         2010s with the appearance of publications of revised versions and subsequent new translations
         of Platonov’s texts. 
      

      
      Although the political aspect of Platonov’s works has not been the subject of a larger
         separate study, most scholars have felt obliged to somehow position him in relation
         to the Revolution. In her 1985 article, Ayleen Teskey compares Platonov criticism
         in the Soviet Union and the émigr
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