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Chapter 1

Introduction 
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Despite what you might have read before about writers being “starving artists” the conditions of writers especially authors have already progressed considerably. For example the Writers Association of America commissioned a study in 2024 regarding the income of writers in America and were pleasantly surprised to find out that the median income of independent writers have risen by up to $50,000 from 2022 to 2024 which is a 40% increase.

This is good news indeed for writers at least in America if not for the whole writers of the world. This means that being an independent writer is now a very viable career and not just a hobby.

But how do you begin your writing career? Do you want to write for publications and other media companies or do you also want to become an independent author and live the idealized life of sipping your coffee and tea and maybe even an occasional cigarette or cigar while you type away in your keyboard or for the true artiste, a typewriter?

Chances are you want to write books like a novel or short fiction. Well, if you are now dreamy because you are imagining the cozy life of an author typing away on an exotic locale with breathtaking views, think again. There are literally hundreds of million and maybe even billions of people who want to be the next great rich and world famous author. Just look at Amazon or your neighborhood library if one still exists, just try to count the books. 

Can’t count them because they are too many and too diverse? Precisely, many authors today especially the beginners are literally giving away their books just to have the chance of being read. Imagine toiling away for weeks, months and sometimes even years just to write a book that you would give away. 

This is no way to become an author. Sure, there is a chance that your book would become a bestseller but how lucky do you think you are? The now very famous “Game of Throne” author George R. R. Martin struggled for years just to earn a decent income as an author. Then when the latest book he wrote flopped he was forced to take on a job in Hollywood just to have regular income. It took him decades and by this time he was already a very old man before he finally became the multimillionaire and famous author of Game of Thrones. 

His advice to aspiring authors was not to give up their day jobs because writing is an unstable career. 

So don’t think that just because you spent years writing a book that it is very thick people would buy it. Books do not sell just because of their story or contents. It takes marketing, luck and a whole lot of factors to become a successful author.

Hopefully we can reduce your failure rate in book writing by using statistics to study the factors that are working for and against you. I hope this book could succeed in a small way in doing this.
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You Have to Study Your Own Statistics
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When I was just starting out I was virtually clueless in the book writing business. All I know is that there is James Patterson, Stephen King ... etc who have become household names just by writing books. 

I imagine them in their cozy lounge sipping coffee or even smoking a cigarette while typing away in their keyboard. This was the life I wanted to live. Working from home when working from home wasn’t a thing yet and just spending your whole day looking at the computer writing what was on your mind.

This life sure beats my life as an office worker reading hundreds of angry customer e-mails and answering the phone. I also hate the commute to work and home even though I had a car. 

If this was how I hated my work life then I can only imagine how other people hate their life because of their jobs. I can imagine my friend who was a construction worker who despite having a bad back already from working still has to go on lifting concrete blocks and mixing heavy cement using a shovel.

Now back to statistics and how it can help you in your writing career. When I first started my research on becoming a self-employed author I did what many aspiring author probably did: Check out the top selling book genres to determine what genre to write.

By doing this I was hoping to capitalize the big market for such genres. I was really dumbfounded when I realized that you can literally be a success on the genre you write about because online ranking platforms said so. 

Rather than my thinking being clear I was getting nowhere. Sure there are clear ranking winners like the Romance genre which always top the book genre ranking lists. But then I realized that I was a man and my chance of me being a romance author being accepted by romance readers was remote. But my desperation to be a successful author fast got the better of me and I contemplated becoming a romance author.

To inspire myself, I read about male romance authors. Yes, that’s right. There are successful romance authors who are making a good living being romance authors despite them being men.

And so I wrote romance and to my surprise there were readers who bought my romance books. The lesson here is not to be discouraged writing romance books even though you are a man. If you’re wondering if I used a female pen name the answer is no. I clearly informed my readers that I was a male romance author.

To be honest writing romance books is kinda fun since I always enjoyed love stories of the funny kind which was the type of romance books I wrote. The only drawback to this is that most romance books I believe are written from the perspective of the female lead and not the male. 

My solution was to tell my story from the perspective of both the male and female lead which my book buyers seem to appreciate. But there would always be the difficulty in taking in the shoes of the female lead when writing romance stories.

At this stage I was getting few sales and I have been experimenting so I wrote in other genres like action, fantasy, horror and non-fiction business topics. My sales grew and I realized that you don’t have to be locked in to a certain genre to sell books. This was because even though I was writing different genres of books there were still buyers.

But why did I write in different genres? This is a common strategy for many authors: to write in different book genres so they would have an idea on which book genres they would likely be successful. You should do this first before proceeding on with your author career. 

This is not wasted but time well spent because you would know which book genre your writing style and knowledge is best accepted by your readers. Do not worry about sales first. Know first what your readers like about your writing.
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