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  Encounter with the Living Word

  
  




Theme: The Word Incarnate

John 1:1-18


1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him; and without him was not anything made that hath been made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness apprehended it not. 6 There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same came for witness, that he might bear witness of the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came that he might bear witness of the light. 9 There was the true light, even the light which lighteth every man, coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world knew him not. 11 He came unto his own, and they that were his own received him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he the right to become children of God, even to them that believe on his name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father), full of grace and truth. 15 John beareth witness of him, and crieth, saying, This was he of whom I said, He that cometh after me is become before me: for he was before me. 16 For of his fulness we all received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.




Discussion: 

Reflect on Jesus as the living Word of God. How does his incarnation inspire us to embody God’s truth, grace, and love as leaders, protectors, and providers?

For deeper discussion:


	How do you understand the concept of Jesus being described as the “Word” in John 1:1-18?

	Reflecting on Jesus as the living Word of God, what aspects of his character and teachings inspire or challenge you most in your roles as leaders, protectors, and providers?

	How can we embody God’s truth, grace, and love in our interactions with those we lead, protect, and provide for?

	Think about a recent situation where you had the opportunity to demonstrate leadership, protection, or provision. How did your understanding of Jesus as the Word Incarnate influence your actions in that situation?

	What practical steps can we take to align our lives more closely with the example of Jesus as the Word Incarnate in our daily roles and responsibilities?

	How can we hold each other accountable for living out the principles of leadership, protection, and provision modeled by Jesus in our homes, workplaces, and communities?

	Share one area of your life where you feel challenged to better reflect the character of Jesus as the Word Incarnate. How can the group support you in this endeavor?

	As we pray for the grace to follow Jesus as our ultimate example of masculinity, what specific intentions or concerns would you like to bring before God in this moment of prayer?

	How can we encourage and uplift one another as we strive to embody God’s truth, grace, and love as leaders, protectors, and providers throughout the upcoming week?

	Reflect on a verse or phrase from John 1:1-18 that particularly resonates with you. How can you apply its message to your life practically this week?




Prayer: 

Pray for the grace to follow Jesus as the ultimate example of masculinity and to reflect his character in our daily lives.
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  Baptism and Spiritual Renewal

  
  






Theme: New Birth through Baptism

John 3:1-21


Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 2 the same came unto him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born anew. 8 The wind bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice thereof, but knowest not whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou the teacher of Israel, and understandest not these things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and bear witness of that which we have seen; and ye receive not our witness. 12 If I told you earthly things and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13 And no one hath ascended into heaven, but he that descended out of heaven, even the Son of man, who is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 15 that whosoever believeth may in him have eternal life.

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the world should be saved through him. 18 He that believeth on him is not judged: he that believeth not hath been judged already, because he hath not believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil. 20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, and cometh not to the light, lest his works should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth the truth cometh to the light, that his works may be made manifest, that they have been wrought in God.






Discussion: 

Explore the significance of baptism for spiritual renewal and transformation. How does our baptism empower us to lead, protect, and provide for others as Christ did?

For deeper discussion:


	What does Jesus mean when he tells Nicodemus that one must be “born again” to see the kingdom of God in John 3:1-21?

	Reflecting on your baptism or decision to follow Christ, how has it impacted your life and your understanding of your role as a leader, protector, and provider?

	How do spiritual renewal and transformation through baptism relate to our ability to lead others with wisdom, protect them with strength, and generously provide for their needs?

	How do you see the Holy Spirit working in your life to empower you to lead, protect, and provide in your relationships and spheres of influence?

	Think about a challenge or obstacle you face as a leader, protector, or provider. How can the grace of baptism and the Holy Spirit’s guidance help you navigate this challenge?

	How can we faithfully live out our baptismal promises in our everyday lives, particularly in our interactions with others?

	Share an example of when you felt the Holy Spirit prompting you to act as a leader, protector, or provider for someone in need. How did you respond, and what were the outcomes?

	Are there areas in your life where you need spiritual renewal and transformation to fulfill better your role as a leader, protector, or provider? How can the group support you in this journey?

	As we give thanks for the gift of baptism, what specific blessings or graces do you want to lift in prayer for yourself and others in the group?

	How can we hold each other accountable for living out the principles of leadership, protection, and provision rooted in our baptismal identity throughout the upcoming week?




Prayer: 

We give thanks for the gift of baptism and ask for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in faithfully living out our baptismal promises.
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  The Bread of Life

  
  




Theme: The Eucharist as Nourishment for the Soul

John 6:22-59


22 On the morrow the multitude that stood on the other side of the sea saw that there was no other boat there, save one, and that Jesus entered not with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples went away alone 23 (howbeit there came boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks): 24 when the multitude therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, they themselves got into the boats, and came to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 25 And when they found him on the other side of the sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? 26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw signs, but because ye ate of the loaves, and were filled. 27 Work not for the food which perisheth, but for the food which abideth unto eternal life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him the Father, even God, hath sealed. 28 They said therefore unto him, What must we do, that we may work the works of God? 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 30 They said therefore unto him, What then doest thou for a sign, that we may see, and believe thee? what workest thou? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, He gave them bread out of heaven to eat. 32 Jesus therefore said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, It was not Moses that gave you the bread out of heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread out of heaven. 33 For the bread of God is that which cometh down out of heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34 They said therefore unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 35 Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 But I said unto you, that ye have seen me, and yet believe not. 37 All that which the Father giveth me shall come unto me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 38 For I am come down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the will of him that sent me, that of all that which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that every one that beholdeth the Son, and believeth on him, should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.

41 The Jews therefore murmured concerning him, because he said, I am the bread which came down out of heaven. 42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and





Discussion: 




For deeper discussion:


	What does Jesus mean when he declares, “I am the bread of life” in John 6:22-59? How does this statement relate to our understanding of the Eucharist?

	Reflecting on your experiences with the Eucharist, how has partaking of the sacrament impacted your spiritual life and your ability to fulfill your roles as a leader, protector, and provider?

	How does receiving the Eucharist nourish and strengthen us for our challenges in leading, protecting, and providing for our families and communities?

	How can the grace received through the Eucharist empower us to extend love, mercy, and compassion to those we lead, protect, and provide for?

	Think about a time when you felt spiritually depleted or overwhelmed as a leader, protector, or provider. How did receiving the Eucharist bring comfort, strength, or clarity?

	What practices or attitudes can we cultivate to deepen our hunger for the Eucharist and appreciate its significance in our lives?

	Share an example of a moment when you recognized the presence of Christ in the Eucharist during Mass. How did that experience impact your understanding of Jesus as the bread of life?

	Are there any obstacles or distractions that hinder your full participation in the Eucharist or your ability to live out its graces in your daily life? How can the group support you in overcoming these challenges?

	As we pray for a deepening hunger for the Eucharist, what specific intentions or desires do you want to bring before God in this moment of prayer?

	How can we hold each other accountable for living out the graces received through the Eucharist in our roles as leaders, protectors, and providers throughout the upcoming week?





Prayer: 
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