
   [image: Cover: 28 Years Later by Alex Garland]

   
      
         [image: ]

      
   


   
      
         i

         ii

         iii

         
            28 YEARS LATER

            screenplay by
alex garland

         

         
            
               [image: ]

            

         

      
   


   
      
         iv
            Contents

         

         
            
               	Title Page

                  	28 YEARS LATER: THE SCREENPLAY  

                  	About the Author 

                  	Also by Alex Garland  

                  	Copyright 

               


         

      
   


   
      
         12
            28 YEARS LATER 

         

      
   


   
      
         3
            28 YEARS LATER: THE SCREENPLAY

         

         
            OPEN ON –

            EXT. HOUSE – DAY

            – a boy.

            His name is JIMMY.

            He’s ten years old. Striking blond hair. Terrified. Running out of the back door of his house. 

            As he runs, a necklace with a GOLD CRUCIFIX bounces on his neck. 

            BEHIND HIM – we can hear a woman calling. 

            MOTHER

            Jimmy! Come back!

            EXT. GRAVEYARD – DAY

            The house backs on to a GRAVEYARD.

            He runs through the gravestones – towards the CHURCH. As he runs – he starts to GLIMPSE INFECTED.

            Through the gravestones. Through the yew trees.

            INT. CHURCH – DAY

            JIMMY enters the church.

            Closes the heavy oak door behind him. Then – freezes.

            At the far end of the church, he can hear a noise. A scuffling. Scratching. Gasping.4

            He steps forward, cautiously.

            And sees – down the far length of the church, down the aisles –

            – the VICAR. 

            JIMMY

            … Dad?

            The VICAR is a large man. Bent over. Strange jerking movements, fitting through his body. Strangled noises, escaping from his throat. 

            Then SUDDENLY, the VICAR’S head SNAPS AROUND. 

            Revealing his face. The mottled skin and bleeding nose and eyes of the INFECTED. 

            REVEAL –

            – JIMMY is gone. 

            CUT TO –

            INT. CHURCH/TOWER – DAY

            – JIMMY climbing a LADDER. 

            To the bell tower. The spire. 

            INT. CHURCH/SPIRE – DAY

            JIMMY reaches the top of the ladder. There, he crawls beneath the BELL – 

            – to one of the WINDOW SLITS, at the top of the spire. Cautiously, he peers out. 

            The GRAVEYARD is now full of INFECTED. THEN, directly below JIMMY – 

            – the INFECTED VICAR bursts out of the church. RUNNING. 5

            Across the graveyard, to the HOUSE.

            As the INFECTED VICAR runs, the other INFECTED start to follow. The collective noun of infected: A CONGREGATION.

            As they reach the house, we see – JIMMY’S MOTHER and SISTER leaving by the back door. Trying to flee.

            They don’t get more than a few yards, before the INFECTED VICAR and the CONGREGATION reach them.

            As the MOTHER and SISTER start to scream –

            – JIMMY closes his eyes. Clamping them shut. 

            His hands close around the GOLD CRUCIFIX. 

            JIMMY

            Father. Why have you forsaken me?

            CUT TO BLACK. 

            TITLE:

            28 YEARS LATER

            CUT TO –

            INT. SPIKE’S HOUSE/BEDROOM – DAWN

            – a different ten-year-old boy. Also with his eyes closed. But he’s peaceful. Asleep in bed.

            This is SPIKE.

            Soft dawn light pushes through the edges of the curtains.

            On the bedside table, there is a SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE. It looks like it’s had a lot of use.

            There is also a folding LOCK KNIFE, and DYNAMO FLASHLIGHT. Beats pass on the sleeping boy. Then – 6

            – SPIKE’S dad, JAMIE, pads into the room. 

            JAMIE is in his late thirties. He’s a big guy. Looks like a farm worker. Beard and long hair. 

            JAMIE sits beside SPIKE. 

            SPIKE stirs, as JAMIE scrunches SPIKE’S hair. 

            JAMIE

            Good morning, lovely boy.

            SPIKE

            Morning, Dad.

            JAMIE

            Ready for today?

            SPIKE

            Yeah.

            Beat. Then JAMIE nods. 

            JAMIE

            Get dressed. I’ll get breakfast ready.

            INT. SPIKE’S HOUSE/BEDROOM – DAY

            The curtains have been opened. 

            Outside the window, we can see the houses of a small English village. Over the rooftops of some of the houses, WIND TURBINES are slowly turning. 

            SPIKE kneels on the floor, and ties the laces on his boots with a double bow. 

            Then he pulls on a jacket. It’s a little too big for him, and has been repaired more than once. 

            Then he takes a backpack, and puts a few things inside. A scarf, a pair of cycling gloves, and the flashlight. 

            He pauses over the SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE. He wants to put it in. 7

            Picks it up. Holds it. Puts it into the bag. 

            Then takes it out again, and places it back on the bedside table. 

            The last thing he does is slip the lock knife into his jeans pocket. 

            INT. SPIKE’S HOUSE/KITCHEN – DAY

            JAMIE is cooking on an Aga stove. 

            In one pan, two eggs and two slices of bacon are frying. In another, potatoes and onions. 

            SPIKE enters, carrying his backpack. 

            JAMIE

            Got flashlight, sweater, whistle, water bottle?

            SPIKE

            Yep.

            JAMIE

            Knife?

            SPIKE taps his pocket. Then takes a seat at the table. JAMIE starts spooning breakfast onto two plates. 

            Only one of the plates gets bacon. 

            SPIKE’S eyes light up when he sees the serving. 

            SPIKE

            We’re having bacon? For breakfast?

            JAMIE

            Dave and Rosey brought it round last night.

            SPIKE

            … Why don’t you have any?

            JAMIE

            I had some already. While I was cooking.

            SPIKE

            You’re lying! Share!8

            SPIKE picks up a piece of bacon and tosses it on to his dad’s plate. 

            JAMIE picks it up and tosses it back. 

            SPIKE is about to re-throw it – but JAMIE lifts a hand. 

            JAMIE

            Spikey. It’s all yours.

            AT THAT MOMENT – 

            – there is a strange noise from upstairs. 

            It’s a moaning sound. Which lifts up into a kind of cry. JAMIE puts his fork down. 

            I’ll go see to Mum. You finish up.

            JAMIE exits.

            SPIKE keeps eating, alone. 

            INT. SPIKE’S HOUSE/STAIRS – DAY

            SPIKE climbs the stairs to the top landing.

            As he climbs, the cries from the MAIN BEDROOM are continuing.

            He stops on the landing, at the door to his parents’ bedroom. Through the door, he can see JAMIE holding ISLA, SPIKE’S mother.

            ISLA is kicking gently with her legs on the bed, as if trying to push away pain.

            JAMIE is cradling her head and shoulders, and holding on to one of her hands.

            ISLA

            I can’t, Jamie, I can’t –

            JAMIE

            You’ve got to ride it out.9

            ISLA

            Jamie, no. I can’t –

            INT. SPIKE’S HOUSE/PARENTS’ BEDROOM – DAY

            SPIKE enters and sits on the bed, on the other side from JAMIE. 

            He holds on to his mum’s other hand. 

            When ISLA feels SPIKE’S small fingers intertwining with hers, she makes an effort. 

            She focuses through the pain. Turns to look at him. Her eyes glaze with the effort. 

            ISLA

            Spikey.

            SPIKE

            Hi, Mum.

            ISLA

            My baby. I didn’t mean to make a fuss. It’s my head.

            SPIKE

            It’s okay.

            ISLA

            It’s just pounding.

            SPIKE

            I know.

            SPIKE strokes her hand, and ISLA smiles. Calming. 

            Maybe it’s the effect of seeing SPIKE, maybe because whatever causes her pain is naturally receding. 

            ISLA

            Why don’t you tell me how school was today?

            SPIKE

            I haven’t been to school. It’s the morning, Mum.10

            ISLA

            Is it?

            JAMIE releases ISLA. 

            JAMIE

            Yeah, it’s morning. And –

            JAMIE pauses. 

            – Isla, if you remember. Spike’s not going to school today.

            ISLA

            Why not? Is it the weekend already?

            JAMIE

            No. It’s Monday.

            ISLA looks distantly alarmed. 

            ISLA

            … So why isn’t he going to school?

            JAMIE

            We spoke about this. A few times.

            ISLA

            Spoke about what, Jamie?

            JAMIE

            Me and Spike are going out. Today is his first time.

            ISLA

            First time? Do you mean you’re going off the island? To the mainland?

            JAMIE

            Yes.

            ISLA tries to sit up in bed.

            ISLA

            What? 

            SPIKE

            Mum, stay on the bed –11

            ISLA

            (to Jamie)

            What the fuck are you talking about? Have you gone fucking crazy?

            JAMIE

            Isla – don’t swear –

            ISLA

            He’s a fucking baby.

            JAMIE

            He’s ten –

            ISLA

            Are you trying to kill our fucking baby? You cunt –

            JAMIE

            Spike –

            SPIKE

            It’s okay –

            ISLA

            You crazy fucking sick baby-murderer –

            JAMIE

            (to Spike)

            Can you go back downstairs, Spike –

            SPIKE

            No, Dad, you go down –

            ISLA

            If my dad were still here he’d skin you alive! BABY­-MURDERER!

            SPIKE

            (hard)

            Dad. Go.

            JAMIE gets up. 

            ISLA calls after him as he exits. 12

            ISLA

            Cunt, cunt, cunt –

            ISLA’S eyes are mad. Semi-frenzied. 

            SPIKE leans forward. Puts himself in front of her gaze. 

            SPIKE

            Mum.

            SPIKE cuts through the frenzy. 

            ISLA abruptly stops. She stares at him. Confused. Then – 

            ISLA

            … Spikey?

            SPIKE

            Yes.

            ISLA wipes a hand at her face. She’s flushed. Sweating.

            ISLA

            What’s going on? I’m hot. Why am I feeling so hot?

            SPIKE

            It’s the weather.

            ISLA

            My head is …

            She breaks off a moment. Glazes. 

            … pounding.

            Beat. 

            SPIKE

            Hey, Mum. Look.

            SPIKE reaches into his jacket pocket, and pulls out a wrap of folded kitchen cloth. 

            Inside, there is the second strip of bacon. 

            I brought you some breakfast. I’ll just leave it by the bed. Eat a bit when you feel like it.13

            SPIKE leans over and kisses his mum’s cheek. Then he stands. 

            ISLA

            Are you off?

            SPIKE

            Yeah.

            ISLA

            Where?

            SPIKE

            … School.

            ISLA nods. 

            ISLA

            Okay, Spikey. Love you.

            SPIKE

            I love you too, Mum.

            INT. SPIKE’S HOUSE/KITCHEN – DAY

            SPIKE enters the kitchen – to find his dad with another man. Older. Late sixties. 

            This is SAM. 

            He is holding a small RECURVE BOW in his hands. And on the table, there are two QUIVERS – one bigger, one smaller. Each filled with metal-tipped ARROWS. 

            SAM

            Morning, kiddo. I just restrung this for you.

            SPIKE

            Did it need a restring?

            SAM

            Nope. Did it for my own sake, really.

            JAMIE

            (quiet)

            He’s going to be fine, Sam.14

            SAM hands the bow to SPIKE. 

            SAM

            Have a draw, son. Feel the weight.

            SPIKE takes the bow. 

            Holds his left arm out straight. Draws the string to his cheekbone. SAM watches closely. So does JAMIE. SPIKE holds the bow rock solid. 

            Three beats pass. Then SPIKE eases then string back. 

            No shake at all. Strong lad. That’s another four pounds of pull than before.

            AS THEY TALK – 

            – JAMIE has put on his own backpack, and picked up his RECURVE BOW. 

            He slips his QUIVER onto his back, then gestures for SPIKE to do the same. 

            SPIKE

            Make sure Mum’s okay, Sam.

            SAM

            I’ll do everything I can for her. You just look after yourself.

            SPIKE

            I will.

            EXT. SPIKE’S HOUSE – DAY

            SPIKE and JAMIE exit the house. 

            As they walk away, there’s a tapping on the upstairs window. SPIKE looks up, and sees ISLA. Standing. Waving. 

            SPIKE waves back. And beams. 

            ISLA smiles back. Blows him a kiss. 15

            EXT. HOLY ISLAND/VILLAGE – DAY

            JAMIE and SPIKE walk through the village on HOLY ISLAND. 

            Aside from the wind turbines, it essentially looks like any other English village – small stone houses, some in terraces. 

            But it doesn’t feel quiet, or empty. It feels densely populated and full of
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