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Sacramento, California has seen a fair share of gruesome crimes during the 1970s and 1980s. That city was the hunting ground of the Original Night Stalker who is still unidentified until this day. Richard Chase was also active in the area and he was nicknamed the Vampire of Sacramento due to the uncommon ritual which included drinking the blood of his victims. 

So when Gerald Gallego and his partner in crime Charlene Gallego embarked on their rampage of kidnapping and killing young teenagers, they were just a couple of many depraved criminals who were on the search for the next target around the capital of California. What made Gallego so terrifying was the fact that he had an accomplice who lured in the teenagers he had selected and the way he committed the killings by having a complete control over them.

The Gallego case once again sparked the debate about what makes a serial killer and are some people more prone to violence than the others due to their genetics?
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Early life
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Gerald Gallego was born in Sacramento, California on 17th July 1946. He would spend the majority of his youth in a tiny town just north of the city called Chico. His childhood wasn’t easy since the environment he grew up in was quite stressful for a young boy. Gerald’s mother was a sex worker while his father was constantly in and out of a jail. His mother was constantly dating abusive boyfriends who could be quite aggressive towards Gerald. 

However, Gerald’s father was probably the main bad influence in his life even though Gerald never actually met the man. He was a violent criminal who was incarcerated at the time of his birth. The final blow came when Gerald Gallego Sr. was arrested in Mississippi for a vehicle theft. His temper was evident to everyone because he told the authorities that he would murder the first police officer he sees after he gets out of the prison. Gallego Sr. escaped the prison in 1954 while taking a guard as his hostage. The two of them were on a run and spent a couple of days together, hiding from the police. Once Gallego Sr. was sure that the prison guard was of no use to him, he shot the man in the head, killing him on the spot. 

Gallego Sr. was once again arrested and put to trial. He received a death penalty for murdering a prison guard. He was executed in 1955 in a gas chamber. Gerald Gallego was still a young boy while this was taking place. His mother made up a story about why his father is not with them but the crimes of Gallego Sr. would haunt Gerald Gallego later in his life. The children in his school and neighborhood knew the truth and weren’t kind to him either, labeling Gerald as a child of a murderer. 

Gerald Gallego got into crime when he was in his teens. He would often go out with his half-brother, committing petty thefts and using recreational drugs such as sniffing glue or lighter fluids. He sexually assaulted a girl who was only six years old when he was thirteen. Since he was a minor, the judge sent him to a boy’s school for juvenile delinquents. Gerald and his brother escalated pretty quickly. The police tracked the brothers down after a robbery which resulted in a car chase and exchange of bullets in the middle of a street. The sentencing was light once again and he was placed in Preston School of Industry located in Ione, California. Gerald made a decision to move closer to Sacramento with his brother after his parole and they continued to steal and cheat in order to survive.

Gerald Gallego got married for the first time in 1963 when he was only sixteen. His wife was five years older than him. Just four months after the wedding, Gallego’s daughter Krista was born. The marriage was a failure and the couple got divorced quickly. Gerald fought to gain the custody of his first child and the judge gave him the rights to take care of Krista. He made a decision to send the little girl to live with his mother since she didn’t really fit into his lifestyle. However, he did visit the girl pretty often and it would later be discovered that he abused Krista as well. It started when she was only six years old and would continue until the late 1970s.

Two years after the divorce, Gallego had a new bride. She was also older than him and worked as a waitress at one of Gerald’s favorite bars. This woman was oblivious to Gallego’s violent past so when he started physically abusing her and attacking her with pretty much anything he could find inside their home, she filed for a divorce. 

It took Gallego a bit over a year to find his third wife who worked for a laundry service. Once she saw his real nature, the woman got out of the marriage as soon as possible. In 1969 Gerald was married for the fourth time to a nineteen years old girl. She also couldn’t put up with the daily abuse from Gallego and asked for a divorce. She didn’t know that she was pregnant with his child at the time. Gallego’s second daughter was born after the divorce and she still doesn’t know who her father really is. 

Gerald was not giving up in his quest to find true love so he got married for the fifth time in 1974. His latest bride also worked at a laundry service and she was significantly younger than him. She did put up with his abuse for years and filed for a divorce in 1977. 

In the end, Gerald was arrested for more than twenty times and he also spent some time in jail. When he was in his twenties, Gerald Gallego cleaned up his act a bit and worked as a truck driver. He later moved on to bartending. It is evident that his relationships with women were quite difficult and by the time he met his future accomplice, Gerald had seven failed marriages behind him. He would marry two of his ex-wives twice. 
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Meeting Charlene
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Charlene Adel Williams was born in Stockton, California on 19th October 1956. Her upbringing was completely different from Gallego’s because she came from a stable home with loving parents who were always there for her. She was very clever which showed in her academic records. However, Charlene did start abusing drugs and alcohol in her early twenties which led to a downfall. She was also desperate to find real love which is evident by two divorces she went through before her friends set her up with “a lovely bartender” Gerald Gallego in the summer of 1977.

The date was a success and the two became inseparable soon after. While there is no evident cause which might have prompted this good girl to trust Gallego blindly until the very end, it was clear that Charlene had a rebellious streak herself. While she might have appeared innocent to the majority of people, Charlene did experiment with various sexual fetishes which were suggested by her former husbands. Some of her friends would later say that she did it in order to keep them by her side.

Whatever the reason, Charlene was enamored with Gerald and would listen to every suggestion he made. She was ready to break every rule for him and it was clear that Gerald had found the perfect accomplice for his deviant plans. 
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The murders
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Just one year after the first meeting between Charlene and Gerald, the two of them committed their first crime. Gerald was having personal problems at that time and he simply couldn’t make love to Charlene which led him to believe that he needed an extra stimulant which would solve the issue for him. He had fantasies about having the so-called sex slaves in his home and he presented the idea to Charlene who didn’t object. After all, he would abuse her every time he couldn’t get an erection, putting all the blame on her. Gerald explained to Charlene that he would need to actually hunt down a female and capture her before locking her up and using her for his own pleasure. 

While Charlene was a bit confused by this, she was still on board even though she wasn’t certain about her own role in the process. Everything will be revealed to her after the couple drove to a mall in Sacramento and parked their vehicle in an adjacent parking lot. Gerald instructed her to go out and find a teenage girl who would fit his sex slave fantasies. Charlene bumped into Rhonda Scheffler and Kippi Vaught who were sixteen and seventeen at the time. She told them that there was some weed back in her Dodge van and invited the girls to come along and get high together. They agreed and followed Charlene back to the vehicle where Gerald was waiting.

Once Charlene opened a door, Gerald pointed his gun at the girls, commanding them to come inside which they did. He quickly tied their hands and legs. Charlene drove the van to Baxter, California which is a remote place near Sierra Nevada mountain range. Gerald sexually assaulted both girls and then shot each of them in the head. The mere act of tying the girls and making the other watch the rape of her friend tells a lot about the sadistic personality Gerald had. It is also clear that the girls were hit with a heavy object before the fatal shots. They left them in a ditch without even trying to conceal the bodies. Their lifeless corpses would be found two days later.

Two weeks after the first murders, Gerald’s daughter Krista visited the police station in Sacramento. It took her years of torture to finally put an end to the sexual abuse she endured from her father. Krista accused Gerald Gallego of sodomy, incest, and unlawful sexual intercourse. Gallego wasn’t ready to face the authorities now when he just started turning his deviant fantasies into reality so he told Charlene that they would be moving away. 

The cooling off period lasted for less than a year. Charlene and Gerald got married in the meantime and moved to Houston, Texas. They used aliases and would often travel to Reno, Nevada. That is where the second set of murders occurred in June of 1979. The newlyweds were driving around Washoe County Fair which is
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