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​Introduction
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Christians are called to the new life in Christ. In addition, service is to accompany that new life. The Christian Living Series is designed to give Christians a biblical perspective to Christian life and service.

In this publication:

In this publication, we will briefly discuss steps to Christian maturity and growth. As a follower of Christ, we must be willing to discipline ourselves that we can grow in grace and knowledge. It is our prayer that this brief study will guide you on your path to spiritual maturity.
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​-Chapter 1-

Growing in Grace
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But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 (KJV)

Growth is a natural part of life. Humans, plants, animals, and all manner of species from the time of conception  until death experience growth in some form. 

Instructed to Grow

As Christians, we are instructed through the writings of the apostles to grow.

But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. 2 Peter 3:18 (KJV)

This challenge to grow is a noble concept in the hearts of many Christians; however, many are frustrated in their pursuit of personal growth in their faith and in their walk with Christ. Personal growth can be challenging and rewarding. It is an ongoing process in the life of the Christian. 

Detached from Self-Perception

To rise to the challenge, the Christian has to overcome faulty self-perception, the opinions of others, and the lies that the enemy may bring to the mind. 

In the following sections, we want to offer five practical steps that Christians can employ to stimulate personal growth in their lives and in their walk with Christ.

In the book of Proverbs, it tells us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth forever. (Psalm 110:10)

If you want to grow, you must have a respect and reverence for God, His Word, and His Standards. Without these, you will not have the proper perspective and passion for personal growth.
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Feed on the Word of God
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But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. (James 1:22)

The Bible is God's Word to us. It is through its application that the Christian matures and grows.

The Word is Essential

If you want to grow, it has to be done through the study of the Word and through the application of what is contained

But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. (James 1:22)

There are many Christians who do  not know the Bible, which leads to depression, discouragement, and disappointment in heir  walks with the Lord. 

Understanding is Necessary

The Bible helps you to understand God, understand His promises, and understand the endless possibilities that can be found through a relationship with Him.
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Faithfully Seek the Lord in Prayer
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Pray without ceasing.  (I Thessalonians 5:17)

Pray, Pray, and Pray some more. Prayer is such a valuable resource and tool in personal growth. 

The Blessings of Prayer

Once you get past praying for  more stuff, you will be blessed by it tremendously.  This is why we are admonished to have a pray in our hearts continually.

Pray without ceasing. (I Thessalonians 5:17)

Prayer increases your spiritual awareness. 

The Endurance of Pryer

It is during prayer that the Holy Spirit can bring you peace, comfort, joy, and direction for your life. 

No wonder Jesus said that men should always pray and not faint. Do not give up  on prayer because you do not see immediate results, for it will have eternal rewards.
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Fellowship with Other Christians
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Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.  (Hebrews 10:25)

Though problems and frictions can arise with other Christians, fellowship is a necessary tool for personal growth. 

The Importance of Fellowship

Christians can impart faith, life, and wisdom to one another. 

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. (Hebrews 10: 2)

The Endurance of Fellowship

Just because someone in the  ocal church has offended you or hurt you, do not separate yourself. 

There is a good chance that there are others among you who will be a blessing in your life, contributing to your personal enrichment in the Lord.
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