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PREFACE
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This work came about due to a mistake. Big, glossy, two-volume books on Chatal Höyük, had arrived in the mail, and I thought I thought it was from the Neolithic Çatalhöyük in Central Anatolia, for which I was writing a history. Going through the book, I was amazed at the material I had not yet seen—before realizing this was Chatal Höyük of the Antioch Plain. 

Curious, I wondered about the site and found unexpected riches from a kingdom that has been overlooked in standard histories. The kingdom under which Chatal Höyük of the Antioch Plain flourished had its capital at Alalakh. This site featured plausibly the first glass-making industry of the Western world, and a stone statue of a king whose body was inscribed with the first autobiography of a ruler. If this were not enough, the area created a unique fusion art between two worlds—that to me looked like hidden masterpieces. Then, as if to confirm importance, after its transmutation into a different age, nearby Antioch became Rome’s  “crown of the east” and was  key to spreading a world religion. 

So, I invite you thus to take this journey—to share in these varied discoveries—to witness  a “hidden hinge of history” and a “crossroads kingdom that bloomed.”








On the Name of the Crossroads Kingdom:






There’s a power in naming things—in determining whether something is important or not. Names can hide as well as reveal. History has put before us certain polities, often those that held sway, built empires, and projected powerfully into the future. These names, placed before us by the powers that be, confer a kind of branding and legitimacy. We don’t deny the importance of powers such as the kingdoms of Egypt, Rome, or King Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire. However, that is not the full story of history. Arguably, only those who lived near the top experienced the full magnetism of what the name conferred. Most people, however, have lived on the periphery of kingdoms, or at the crossroads between kingdoms, or in the belly of the empire—not necessarily experiencing its magnetism and promise. 

This means that whole swaths of history—which involves most of us—tend to be left out, under-reported, or reduced to a few passing sentences. In this work, we offer one example of a minor, secondary kingdom—which however, lay at the crossroads between three major land masses, and famous kingdoms we’ve all heard about. The plain of Antioch has the Aegean world to its west, the Mesopotamian world to its east, the Anatolian world (which featured lesser-known kingdoms) to its north, and, lastly, Egypt to the south. So, what lies between all this, and is it worthy of our attention? 

The northern Levant  hosted kingdoms which took on different names, but we focus on a central one which formed a unique identity. In Akkadian, it’s called the Kingdom of Mukish (pronounced Moo-Keesh). This name—which sounds a bit like muck of marshlands—has not been rebranded for popular consumption, like persons might do to help them become famous. 

The original meaning of Mukish is not certain, but it’s possibly related to the West Sematic word: mq, “low-lying plain,” which survives in the present name for the Antioch Plain, Amuq.​[1] Most place names refer to the land in some way. As the Amuq Plain was exceptionally water-filled and rich, we might imagine its name recalled this richness. We can almost feel wet mud between our toes when we intone the word Mukish or Moo-Keesh. Appellations relating to the likes of “Fertile Wetlands” or “Rich Mothering Land” might better capture its resonance. Now people, even those who live in that domain, often don’t know the meaning of the place names where they inhabit. We go to such lengths about names, however, to suggest that although the Kingdom of Mukish may sound unimportant, we should not let its exotic name fool us.

For example, Jesus of Galilee came from a “backwater” town, whose name held a negative connotation. “What good can come from Galilee?” became a saying. The place name comes from a root meaning “to encircle,” with possible meanings like “the circle (of the nations)” or “the surrounding region.” The response given to this question was, “Come and see.” In the same vein, I invite you to read this history—to see if you, too, can find value and beauty in a crossroads kingdom.
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The Generational Lens as an Exploratory Tool






The Kingdoms of the Antioch Plain, given their fundamental importance, could benefit from a comprehensive treatment by an established academic press, collating myriad and scattered sources. As of this writing, no such work exists, so we offer a beginning attempt on the one that stands out the most—the Kingdom of Mukish. We will use a generational lens to help orient us and bring clarity to its historical trajectory.

Our method uses a chart with 15-year generational intervals, which has already been fruitfully applied to a number of other cultures. We have generally found that historical phasing tends to be about ten such generation intervals apart, or 150 years. This larger unit, which we term a phase, is approximately three generational triads—or three sets of child, parent, grandparents in temporal length.

We apply this to the Kingdom of Mukish, which presents certain challenges. A generational flow is evident using fifteen-year intervals, but we don’t have blow-by-blow mapping for every 15 years—with some exceptions such as the first half of the 30s generational phase. However, we do have major events we can mark precisely, and archaeological levels that can be placed within two or three generations—meaning we can identify which phase the strata belongs to. Thus, our mapping has sufficient versatility to locate specific generations of people when they appear, to place events such as destructions and invasions rather precisely, and to determine whether an archaeological layer lies toward the beginning, middle, or end of a given phase.

Our chart invites us to look further on either end of the timeline—to consider what precedes our cultural beginning, and what goes beyond it, when our object of study seems to vanish. Here we find that the vanishing act is not complete, as cultural momentum can shift nearby or take a different form.

Now, for the sake of clarity, we will review the phasing of our chart and offer a brief summation of how the pattern fits our object of study, before going into more detail.






1. Invisible Beginnings 1-14 generations






Generally, we can identify a preceding culture upon which any emerging polity builds. In this case we see formative elements entering from different cultural spheres—what I have referred to as “base civilizations”—most visibly Mesopotamia to the east, and secondarily, the Aegean from the west. These civilizations will be referenced at times as being influential in the culture’s emergence. Already in this phase on Tell Atchana, we see an apsidal sacred structure as early as the 3rd generation, the first signs of centralized spatial planning emerging by the 8th generation, and by the 13th generation the beginnings of an intentional proto-palatial layout and ritually structured areas. Core imagery begins to arise during this same horizon. By the 10th generation, the region had entered the loose orbit of the Yamhad kingdom, while still retaining sovereignty as an autonomous client kingdom. 






2. Establishment 15/20-29 generations






Here the Mukish Kingdom, already emergent by the 15th
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