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The first museums were the domains of wealthy individuals that began collection various artifacts or documents into collections they called wonder rooms or cabinets of curiosities. These early museums reflected the interests of the individuals that owned them and included collections of documents, art, natural objects like rocks or plants and historic artifacts. The owners gained social status among their peers by forming these collections and generally only allowed a select few to visit and view their collections. Ulisse Aldrovandi became one of the first men to scientifically organize and collect materials in a manner similar to modern museums. 

Ulisse Aldrovandi (September 11, 1522 – May 4, 1605) 

The son of Teseo and Veronica Aldrovandi, Ulisse was native to Bologna, Italy. His father died when he was seven years old, leaving his family in bad straits. However when his mother’s first cousin, Ugo Boncompagni, gained election as Pope Gregory XIII the family's prospects improved. His mother sent him to apprentice to a scribe at age 14, however Aldrovandi displayed an interest in mathematics. He attended the University of Padua from 1548 - 1549, studying philosophy and mathematics. During these years he met the professor of natural history at the University of Bologna in 1556, Guillaume Rondelet, where he learned to love natural history. Sometime after this he studied medicine at the University of Bologna, earning a medical degree in 1553. In the interim, he had a narrow escape from the Inquisition after he was accused of heresy. In 1556 he succeeded Rondelet. He established the botanical garden at that university in 1568. Aldrovandi collected botanical specimens from all over the world and initiated a collection of drawings of rare animals that grew to over 8000 planks. About 3000 of these still exist at the Biblioteca Universitaria di Bologna. He conductive research, however he published very little of it during his lifetime. He is best known for Monstrorum historia cum Paralipomenis historiae omnium animalium. Other works included Herbarium, the Ornithologiae hoc est de avibus, De animalibus insectis libri septem and the Natural History, the Ornithology (published from 1599 - 1603). His work has led many to call him the founder of modern Natural History.
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Ennigaldi-Nanna's Museum

Dating to about 530 BC, many think this museum is the world's oldest museum. The museum was in the ancient kingdom of Ur, now in the Dhi Qar Governorate of Iraq. British archeologist Sir Charles Leonard Woolley discovered and began excavating the site in 1925. While excavating a palace they discovered a collection of artifacts that appeared to be organized and labeled. These items originated in different geographic regions and historic times, but someone had organized them. The curator, believed to be the Princess Ennigaldi-Nanna, had written the labels in three languages, including Sumerian. many of the artifacts in the museum were already centuries old when she collected them. Historians believe that she used the museum to interpret the regions, and her dynasty's, history to others. 

Capitoline Museums

Pope Sixtus IV donated several bronze statues to the city of Rome in 1471, placing the collection on Capitoline Hill. The museum, still in existence and open to the public, claims the status of the oldest museum in the world. The collection of artifacts and art grew over the years to include ancient Roman statues, inscriptions, art, jewels and other historic artifacts. Pope Clement XII opened the museum to the public in 1734. The museum includes three main buildings linked by an underground gallery that passes under the piazza. Visitors will find a restaurant on the top level that provides a magnificent vista of Rome. 

Musei Capitolini

Piazza del Campidoglio 1 

Capitoline Hill

00186 Roma. 

Telephone +39 060608

http://www.museicapitolini.org/en/

Vatican Museums

The Vatican Museums originated with the discovery of the sculpture Laocoön and His Sons in a vineyard owned by Felice De Fredis near the near the basilica of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome on January 14, 1506. Pope Julius II acquired the sculpture, which depicts a Trojan priest and his sons under attack by giant serpents. The pope had the sculpture put on public display at the Vatican. Later popes added to the collection, which grew to include works of art, religious paraphernalia, carriages used by the popes as well as a wealth of other historical artifacts and document. 

The extensive museum complex includes:

Vatican Museums and Sistine Chapel

Vatican Gardens

Clementino Museum

Gregorian Egyptian

Museum

Gregorian Etruscan Museum

Pio Clementino Museum

Chiaramonti Museum

Lapidary Gallery

Gregoriano Profano Museum

Lapidario Profano ex Lateranense

Pius-Christian Museum

Christian Lapidarium

Jewish Lapidarium

Pinacoteca

Ethnological Museum Anima Mundi

Carriage Pavilion

Christian Museum

Profane Museum

Room of the Aldobrandini Wedding

Chapel of St. Peter Martyr

Collection of Contemporary Art

Sistine ChapelRaphael's Rooms

Borgia Apartment

Niccoline Chapel

Chapel of Urban VIII

Room of the Immaculate Conception

Room of the Chiaroscuri

http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en.html

+39 06 69884676

+39 06 69883145

info.mv@scv.va

Office of the Directorate

+39 06 69883332

musei@scv.va

Ambras Castle

The original castle on the site was built sometime during the Eleventh Century AD. Henry X, Duke of Bavaria, Henry the Proud, destroyed the original castle in 1133 during a devastating war with Count Frederick of Bogen as the two men struggled to determine who would be the Bishop of Regensburg. Ferdinand II, Archduke of Austria had the castle rebuilt, using portions of the ruins for the construction of the new castle during the years 1570–72. He used his new Renaissance style castle to showcase his vast collection of armor, weapons, portraits, natural objects, rarities, scientific and musical instruments, books and artifacts. He expanded this collection in 1589 to include another building in which he housed a collection of armor belonging to renowned heroes. After about 1606 the castle declined in status and was neglected. Emperor Leopold I had the books, art and many other artifacts moved to Vienna, where they are now kept in the National Library. Archduke Karl Ludwig (1833–96)had the castle remodeled in 1855. He used it as a summer residence. The Republic of Austria acquired the castle in 1919. The Kunsthistorisches Museum Vienna assumed administration of the castle in in 1950 and converted it into a museum in the 1970's. Today the museum houses a vast collection of armor, books, portraits and other art pieces and is one of Austria's most popular attractions. 

Ambras Castle

Schlossstraße 20

6020 Innsbruck Austria

T +43 1 525 24– 4802

info@schlossambras-innsbruck.at

https://www.schlossambras-innsbruck.at/en/

British Museum

English physician Sir Hans Sloane bequeathed his collection of over 70,000 artifacts to the British government on condition that they government would remit £20,000 to his heirs after his death. Parliament accepted the offer and adopted an act on June 7, 1753, that established the British Museum. Sloane's collection consisted of a diverse mixture of art, and botanic specimens, books, documents and various artifacts. King George II added the Old Royal Library to the collection in 1757. The museum opened on January 15, 1759 in the Montagu House at the museum’s current location. Admission was free. 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/

National Museum of China

The Preparatory Office of the National Museum of History, predecessor of the National Museum of China, formed on July 9, 1912 at the Imperial College (Guozijian) in Beijing. In 1918 the museum moved to the Duanmen and Wumen of the Forbidden City. On October 1, 1926 the museum was renamed the National Museum of History. The government of the People's Republic of China renamed it the Beijing Museum of History on October 1949. The Preparatory Office of the National Museum of Revolution formed in March 1950. The Communist Party's Central Committee decided to build two museums, the National Museum of Chinese History and the National Museum of Chinese Revolution in August 1958. Construction of these facilities completed on in August 1959. The museums merged in 1983, however they split again in 1983 only to merge again in 2003. The museum underwent a major renovation in 2011. 

16 East Chang’an Avenue

Dongcheng District

Beijing 100006, P. R. China

http://en.chnmuseum.cn/default.aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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