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BEGINNING

Turkey is a country that has been subjected to coups, in various forms, almost every decade from the end of the Second World War to the present day. Every living generation in today’s Turkey has, in proportion to their age, experienced more than one such intervention.

One of these was the most recent: the events of 15 July 20161. Countless books, magazines, and articles have been written about 15 July; television programs were produced for years, and films were made. In each of them, the narrative was the same: “Certain actors attempted a coup, and this attempt was successfully thwarted.” For a long time, I too believed that what was being told was entirely true. However, as I delved deeper into the subject, I encountered certain issues that caused me to grow suspicious. Had the events of that night really unfolded as they had been presented to us?

The doubts I felt gradually led me to investigate the matter. I began my research using open sources. First, I questioned the accuracy of the reports appearing in these sources, and the inconsistencies between these reports and the actual events. Then, I evaluated—through simple logic—whether the reactions to the events, and the events themselves, could have occurred in such a short span of time, supposedly without any prior preparation. In addition to this, I reflected on how certain prominent figures insisted on calling the night’s events a “theater”2 from the very first day. This claim suggested something else entirely: that what had been served to us was the product of deception, distortion, and a deliberate perception operation—media manipulation performed professionally by the true perpetrators of the coup, in order to conceal themselves and their crimes. With this in mind, I encountered thousands of reports and incidents in open sources that I found both strange and inexplicable.

To share a few:


−  While both national and international media openly discussed that a coup was imminent—going so far as to mention the very day—and while this fact was widely known, the President nevertheless stated in his public remarks that he “learned about the coup attempt from his brother-in-law.3”

−  The President further declared that what was described as an uprising against the state was “a great blessing from God.”

−  In a joint broadcast on A Haber and ATV, the President said, “Three separate aircraft were waiting for me.”

−  During an interview on Anadolu Agency’s Editor’s Desk Special, the Prime Minister Binali Yıldırım was asked: “Was there any project that pushed you so hard that you wished you hadn’t gotten involved?” The Prime Minister responded, “... the project I didn’t like was 15 July ...,” referring to 15 July as a “project,” which was one of the statements I found particularly difficult to understand.


These and thousands of similar oddities not only deepened my curiosity but compelled me to expand my investigation.

I decided to broaden my research by making use of the ongoing coup trial files from that period, in addition to open sources. I spoke with several lawyers I knew who were involved in these trials. They told me they could support my efforts. Through them, I gained access to the full contents of the case files for the trials concerning the General Staff, Land Forces Command, Army Aviation Command, Gendarmerie General Command, Armored Units Command, and Akıncı Air Base4. For two years, I examined the camera footage submitted to the court, HTS call records5, autopsy reports, expert reports, police radio communications from that night, and the official correspondence sent by public institutions and agencies to the courts. I also reviewed the requests made by lawyers to the courts, as well as the concrete evidence they submitted. I additionally analyzed, in detail, the statements of complainants, defendants, and witnesses, as well as the defenses delivered by lawyers before the court. What I discovered went far beyond what appeared in open sources, and was far stranger.

Among these:


−  A 40-person delegation from the National Intelligence Organization (MIT)6 visited Akıncı Air Base—a first in Turkish history—one and a half months before 15 July, thoroughly inspecting the base that was later alleged to have been the command center of the coup.

−  Just before 15 July, 2,350 police officers from nearby provinces were summoned to Ankara, and after the attempt began, 1,500 Police Special Operations personnel were immediately brought from the eastern and southeastern regions to Ankara.

−  High-quality surveillance cameras covering eight separate locations within the General Staff Headquarters were activated for the first time on the morning of 15 July, and these camera recordings constituted the only evidence in the trial.

−  Upon receiving a coup warning, the MIT Undersecretary7:

*  Informed the Turkish Armed Forces—the very institution alleged to be preparing the coup—about the warning;

*  Went to the General Staff Headquarters without hesitation;

*  Was allowed to leave the headquarters even though he could easily have been detained there, and the coup attempt began immediately after his departure;

*  Returned to the MIT compound and did not change his dinner engagement that night with the President of Religious Affairs8 and a Syrian guest (!).

−  Although Hulusi Akar9 was said to have met with the MIT Undersecretary to evaluate the situation and take precautions, he did not order the Force Commanders—who were attending weddings that evening—to return to duty immediately and take decisive measures to prevent the coup before it even began; nor did he issue a single-line order commanding all Turkish Armed Forces personnel to return to their barracks⁴, which could have halted the attempt outright.

−  The Force Commanders:

*  Were at weddings, accompanied by unusually large entourages of generals—an arrangement inconsistent with the normal rhythm of life;

*  Displayed remarkable irresponsibility by failing to assume command, with some even going into hiding.

−  Despite their dereliction of duty—which played a direct role in enabling the coup attempt—the MIT Undersecretary, the Chief of the General Staff, the Chief of Staff of General Staff Headquarters, the Ankara Garrison Commander, and similar figures were not prosecuted or punished. Instead, all were elevated to even higher positions.

−  In the first hours of the coup attempt, messages were sent announcing new appointments to institutions such as Halkbank and VakıfBank—assignments irrelevant to a coup—while military officers were publicly denounced one by one, effectively publishing a list of individuals who would be arrested the next morning.

−  Examination of the police radio communications reveals that some individuals within the police were aware of the 15 July attempt beforehand, had made plans for that night, and mobilized the public when the time came.

−  Statements from complainants and witnesses in the coup trials show that, even before there was any public knowledge of a coup—or any awareness by anyone that an attempt was underway—starting from 21:30:

*  A large majority began moving to intervene in the supposed coup;

*  Municipal buses transported people continuously from surrounding districts to designated locations;

*  Police distributed firearms to civilians;

*  Police Special Operations units were deployed to every intersection and critical point in Ankara;

*  At 22:06, the imam10 of Hacı Bayram Veli Mosque11 declared after the night prayer that “Witr12 is obligatory, jihad13 is mandatory. Our President has instructed the people to take to the streets against those conducting the coup.” These incidents represent only a thousandth of what transpired that night and what appears in the court records.


All of these peculiar events clearly indicate that a staged operation was underway. Certain actors planned and organized the 15 July coup setup; others were drawn into the scheme in various ways. Soldiers were provoked and mobilized under the pretext of a supposed terror threat, while some organizations coordinated the public, working jointly with the police to gather crowds at critical locations, bringing them face-to-face with soldiers, who were then purged afterwards.

All these findings show that the actions—the triggering of events, the mobilization of crowds, and the confrontation between the people and the military—were managed from the same central point. From this perspective, the term “attempted coup” falls short; this was, in the full sense, a coup. And not just any coup, but one far more professional, far more insidious, and far more ruthless than any in the history of the Republic.

It appears that Russia and especially the United Kingdom provided substantial external support for this coup. The deep political, security, and financial rapprochement with these two countries immediately after 15 July; the behind-closed-doors meetings; the mutual cooperation; statements by high-level British and Russian officials regarding 15 July; and reciprocal high-level visits—all point to this reality. Turkish journalist Ferhat Ünlü from Sabah newspaper and attorney Celal Ülgen have expressed the same assessment on television.

Dear reader, the information I uncovered during my research disturbed me for days. As time passed, the discomfort grew. Remaining silent, I felt, would mean becoming complicit in the game being played—complicit even in injustice. For days, even weeks, I consulted with many people about what I should do. In the end, I decided to share my findings with everyone. In making this decision, I felt not just a sense of responsibility but a moral obligation.

Moreover, I know very well that I am not the only one who realized that the prevailing narrative about 15 July is untrue; there are thousands of others like me. I believe that, in the near future, the events of 15 July will be clarified in full and concrete detail.

With this work, I aimed to reach the truth by evaluating the concrete events of 15 July through the lens of logic. I also wanted to encourage qualified experts who wish to conduct more comprehensive research. I hope this effort proves useful in both respects.

I titled the book “July 15 Truths -1-” I prepared small narrative pieces designed to make the reader reflect on and evaluate the causes and consequences of the events. Yet the information I uncovered was so vast that it could not possibly be contained in a single book. For this reason, I planned to write it in sequence. In my first book, I discussed part of the events centered on the chain of the National Intelligence Organization – General Staff Headquarters – Armored Units Command, as well as a small portion of the unlawful practices observed throughout all coup trials. I hope my contribution helps illuminate the truth.

I extend my gratitude to my wife, who supported me at every stage of my life; and to the members of the legal community, law enforcement, the military, correctional officers, and all other public personnel who helped me examine the issues from every angle.

Abdullah Esad MİNİK




Footnotes :

¹ July 15, 2016 - Date of the alleged coup attempt in Turkey, which the government claims was orchestrated by the Gülen movement (FETÖ). The event resulted in over 250 deaths and led to massive purges in Turkish institutions.

² "Theater" - A term used by critics who believe the coup was staged or allowed to happen by the government for political gain.

³ Brother-in-law reference - President Erdoğan claimed he first learned about the coup from his brother-in-law while on vacation in Marmaris, despite widespread prior intelligence about coup preparations.

⁴ Akıncı Base - Military air base near Ankara, allegedly the headquarters of the coup attempt. It was later renamed Mürted after July 15.

5 HTS records — Historical call and location data provided by telecom operators in Turkey for criminal investigations.

6 MIT (Millî İstihbarat Teşkilatı) - Turkey's National Intelligence Organization, equivalent to the CIA.

7 Undersecretary — Senior administrative official heading a Turkish government institution.

8 President of Religious Affairs — Head of Turkey’s official state religious authority (Diyanet).

9 Hulusi Akar - Chief of General Staff during the coup attempt, later became Minister of Defense. His role during July 15 remains controversial.

10 Imam — Religious leader who conducts prayers in a mosque.

11 Hacı Bayram Veli Mosque — Prominent historic mosque in central Ankara.

12 Witr — A mandatory night prayer performed after the final prayer of the day in Islamic tradition.

13 Jihad — Here used as a religious call to resist an unlawful action.

I*

(Five months before 15 July)

* In this chapter, the experiences of a naval officer are documented.

The phone rang for a long time. Asım reached for it with great difficulty from his bed. At the same time, he was trying to see what time it was on the nightstand.

Asım: “Hello?”

The voice on the line: “Hello, Lieutenant Colonel Asım. I’m calling you from the reception desk. Colonel Özgür would like to speak with you. With your permission, I’m handing the phone to him.”

Özgür: “Hello. Good morning, Asım. I’ve been calling you for an hour. Where are you, brother?”

Asım straightened up in his bed. “Sir, I overslept. I’ll get ready and come immediately.” He picked up the clock. It was half past eight.

Özgür: “I’m waiting in the lobby. Hurry up a bit. Let’s not be late for the meeting.” Then he hung up.

Asım got out of bed, went to the bathroom, washed his face, and then quickly shaved with the equipment he had prepared the night before. Whenever he stayed in officers’ clubs¹, he sometimes had trouble waking up early. Usually, after setting his own alarm, he would call reception and ask them to register the time he wanted to be awakened. In the morning, at the specified hour, the floor attendant would come and knock on the door to wake him. This time, he had not called reception the previous night; he had only set his alarm, but in the morning he had not heard it ring. He quickly put on his military uniform. Grabbing his briefcase, he hurried out of the room. After taking the elevator down, he walked briskly to the reception area, where a crowded group was waiting. He handed his room key to the attendant and began looking around.

Özgür: “Asım, I’m over here.”

In a muffled voice, Asım said, “Good morning, sir. I’m a bit late. My apologies.”

Özgür: “It’s fine. If I had known you’d be late, I would have called you earlier. I grabbed a few pastries and tea while waiting for you. Come on, take these.”

Asım sat down. “Sir, some mornings I just don’t hear the alarm.” As he reached for the pastries on the plate and the tea beside them, he said, “Ohh sir, you even prepared breakfast while waiting for me. Much appreciated.”

Özgür: “Just be a bit quick. Let’s not be late for the meeting. Officers from foreign countries will be there too. It’s important that we’re in the hall on time.”

Asım: “Is the meeting in the same place again?”

Özgür: “As far as I know, there’s only one large conference hall in the Konak Officers’ Club. Since representatives from foreign countries participating in the exercise will also attend, the meeting will be held there.”

Asım: “The conference hall is across the road in front of the officers’ club. Sir, really, don’t stress. We’ll get there comfortably.”

Özgür: “Just hurry a bit anyway. Don’t get me in trouble with that man.”

Smiling, Asım asked: “And who exactly might you be getting in trouble with?”

Özgür: “Look at him asking. Who else? With Cihan. I ran into him in the restaurant this morning while looking for you. If you hadn’t been late, I wouldn’t have had to deal with that.”

Asım: “My apologies, sir. I don’t want you to have any trouble because of me.”

Özgür: “Because he’s my superior officer, I’m obliged to deal with him strictly in a work capacity. Beyond that, I don’t even want to run into him anywhere.”

Asım: “Sir, be patient. It’s March now—August is not far. Think of good things. Imagine what you’ll do when you retire. You’re already counting the days to retirement like soldiers count down their discharge date. The other day you said something like 159 days left.”

Özgür: “That’s on hold now. I may have to postpone retirement a bit, but I haven’t made a definite decision yet.”

Asım: “What do you mean? Are you serious? What about all the dreams you’ve been telling me about every day for the past six months?”

Özgür: “Don’t push me. I’m already irritated. I’ll explain when I find a good moment after the meeting. If you’re done, let’s go. Let’s take our seats before that man sees us.”

“You’re stressing again, sir,” Asım said as they stood up.

They stepped out of the Konak Officers’ Club and crossed the street at a brisk pace. After showing their IDs to the personnel on duty, they entered the other section of the club through the checkpoint. As they headed toward the conference hall, they saw their superior, Rear Admiral2 Cihan, conversing with another general from afar. Both men quickened their steps and slipped into the hall before Cihan could notice them.

The hall was full of foreign military officers. Preparations were underway for the upcoming meeting. After spotting where Admiral Cihan would sit, they looked for seats as far from him as possible. Shortly afterward, they found two seats together and sat down.

When the meeting began, the representative of the Aegean Army Command3—the host unit that would conduct the Efes Exercise4—gave the first briefing. Then the representatives of the other participating countries made their presentations in turn. Özgür and Asım had no presentations in today’s session. They spent the entire day listening to the briefings. A lunch break was given at noon. In the afternoon, the presentations continued, and the day’s session ended at 16:00.

After the meeting, as planned, Özgür and Asım moved quickly toward the officers’ club. As they entered through the checkpoint, Özgür’s phone began ringing. He looked at it, then put it back in his pocket without answering.

Asım: “Sir, why aren’t you answering?”

Özgür: “Admiral Cihan is calling. If I answer now, he’ll take over our entire evening and night.”

Asım: “So what will you do?”

Özgür: “I don’t know, but I need to come up with an excuse.”

The phone rang for a while longer, then stopped. When they reached the reception desk, it started ringing again. Özgür took the phone out of his pocket. Moving slowly away from Asım, he answered reluctantly, signaling him to wait. He spoke for a few minutes. Initially he looked troubled, but by the time he hung up, he was smiling.

Asım: “What’s going on, sir? You seem happier.”

Özgür: “He said he wanted to meet. I made up an excuse. I’ve bought us a few hours for now, but unfortunately we’ll have a small meeting with him at 22:00 in the lobby.”

Asım: “Sir, the man doesn’t leave us alone even here.”

Özgür: “Asım, don’t provoke me. Go change your clothes. Let’s get out of here as fast as possible. We’ll walk around a bit outside, then have dinner and talk.”

Asım: “Okay, sir. Let’s meet at the reception in half an hour.”

Half an hour later, they met at the reception and left the Konak Officers’ Club together. They walked along the Kordon5 waterfront. Then they went to a seaside restaurant where Özgür often spent time. They placed their dinner orders. The food arrived shortly after. While eating, they talked about the exercise meeting held earlier that day. Then, at one point, Asım said:

“Sir, you seem a bit troubled these days. Your cheer and energy are gone. Something must be upsetting you. What happened? Even this morning you said you might postpone your retirement...”

Özgür: “I told you I’m undecided.”

Asım: “What happened to all the dreams you had about retirement? You were going to start a tourism company—take tourists around, entertain them, make money. Until this morning, you never mentioned any delay. You were counting down the days every day. Sir, what made you change your mind so quickly?”

Özgür: “My plan for retirement hasn’t changed. I’ll achieve everything one by one. I just might need to push it back a little.”
Asım: “Sir, I don’t understand it. Someone who counts the days to retirement suddenly wakes up one morning and says he’ll postpone it?”
Özgür: “You’re right. Retirement is my dream, and I was eager to retire. I still am. Nothing can make me abandon that decision—only delay it a year or two, that’s all.”

Asım: “Sir, what happened then? What pushed you to make such a decision?”

Özgür: “There’s a commander I love very much. We served together for many years in the field. He played a major role in my development—I can say he raised me. He is truly brave, honorable, and resilient. He served three years and four months in prison due to the Ergenekon conspiracy6, and then he was forced to retire from the Turkish Armed Forces. We hadn’t spoken for a long time. The other day, he called me,” he said. Then he paused. He took another spoonful of his soup. He placed the spoon back into the bowl and leaned back. Looking at Asım thoughtfully, he added:

“Just keep what we discuss between us.”

Asım: “Of course, sir.”

Özgür: “We met and had dinner together. We reminisced about old days. I told him I was planning to retire. Before I could even begin telling him about my dreams, he stopped me. He strongly objected to my plans. He said this is not a time to retire, that soon a major transformation will occur in Turkey, that nearly all positions would change, that a new era would begin, and that in this new period they would need me—and people like me—very much...”



Footnotes :

¹ Officers’ club — Social and lodging facility reserved for military personnel in Turkey.

² Rear Admiral (Tuğamiral) - One-star admiral rank in the Turkish Navy, equivalent to Brigadier General in land forces.

³ Aegean Army Command - One of four field armies of the Turkish Land Forces, headquartered in İzmir, responsible for Turkey's western defense.

⁴ Efes Exercise - Annual multinational military exercise hosted by Turkey, one of NATO's largest training operations in the Eastern Mediterranean.

⁵ Kordon - İzmir's famous waterfront promenade along the Aegean Sea, a popular gathering place for locals.

⁶ Ergenekon conspiracy - A series of high-profile trials (2007-2016) in Turkey where hundreds of military officers, journalists, and academics were accused of plotting to overthrow the government. Many convictions were later overturned, with the cases widely considered to be politically motivated purges.

II*

(18 days before 15 July)

* This section was written based on the testimony given by an individual with the code name 'Abdullah,' who testified as a protected witness in the Army Aviation trial.

On Monday, 27 June 2016, Ersin checked the card in his pocket as he stepped out of his house with his briefcase. As he closed the door and walked toward the street, sunlight filtered through the tree leaves. He checked his watch. He had about seven minutes left. As he walked along the sidewalk, he noticed the people waiting at the bus stop: a middle-aged woman holding a stroller, and an elderly man sitting on the bench. There was no one else around.

When Ersin reached the stop, he discreetly glanced at the people there, then walked five or six meters ahead, took his newspaper out of his briefcase, and began reading while standing. He turned the pages with one hand while keeping an eye on the movements of the people at the stop.

A few minutes later, a black luxury minibus approached slowly from a distance, passed the stop, and halted in front of him. Ersin pulled out the olive-green card in his pocket with the number-16 printed on it in large font, and held it up toward the man seated in the front of the vehicle. After seeing the card, the man checked something in the file he was holding, and shortly afterward, the sliding rear door of the vehicle opened automatically. As soon as it opened, Ersin boarded the minibus, and the vehicle departed from the stop.

In the back of the vehicle, Ersin folded his newspaper and placed it inside his briefcase. He stared outside through the opaque glass. After driving for five or six minutes, the vehicle stopped in front of another bus stop—but there was no one there. The man seated in the front slid open the partition window and asked, “Wasn’t the other friend coming today?” Ersin insisted that the other friend absolutely needed to attend and requested that they wait for him at this stop. But the man in front said waiting would not be appropriate and restarted the vehicle.

After a moment, the partition slid open again, and from the front came a sharp voice: “We’ll pass by the place where we’re supposed to pick him up one last time in five minutes. If he’s at the stop, we’ll take him. If not, we have to proceed. We can’t wait for him any longer.” Without waiting for a reply, he slammed the partition shut. Ersin opened his briefcase to take his phone, but then remembered he hadn’t brought it. Muttering to himself, he closed the briefcase.

After wandering through side streets for a while, the vehicle approached the same stop again. Ersin saw someone running toward the otherwise empty stop. As the vehicle drew nearer, he felt relieved when he recognized Bora. When the minibus pulled up beside the stop, Bora took out his olive-green card with the number-17 printed on it. The man in front checked his file again, and the automatic door opened. Breathless, Bora climbed inside and sat across from Ersin.

Without being asked anything—and under Ersin’s stern look—Bora apologized and explained that his daughter had fallen ill the night before, that he and his wife had taken her to the emergency department of Dışkapı State Hospital, and that due to some tests, they had had to wait at the hospital until morning.

As the vehicle headed toward Beştepe¹, the two men in the back alternated between watching the view outside and discussing their preparations for the meeting. When the magnificent presidential complex came into view, Ersin felt a surge of excitement. Their conversation faded as he found himself unable to take his eyes off the most majestic and extravagant state building in the country.

As they approached the complex, radio chatter began sounding from the front. The vehicle veered off to the right, taking a special road that led directly beneath the building. Thanks to the sensors mounted on the vehicle, the barriers along the road opened one by one without stopping. In this manner, they reached the underground parking area two levels below ground. The vehicle parked near the elevators. The men in front exited first, checked the surroundings, and then opened the rear door.

As Ersin and Bora stepped out and headed toward the elevators, Ersin noticed that some of the cameras in the area had their lenses covered, while others had been turned in different directions.

They rode the elevator to the upper floors along with the man seated in front. On the second floor, a gentleman in a suit was waiting for them. He thanked the man accompanying them and said he would take over from here. Together with this man, Ersin and Bora walked down a corridor—this time arriving at a different section than the one used during their previous meeting.

As they walked, Ersin gazed around in fascination. The gold-leaf patterns on the ceiling, the carved marble walls, and the oil paintings hung along the corridor, and the perfectly aligned flower pots all created an exquisite harmony. Overwhelmed by the grandeur, he drifted into thought, recalling newspaper headlines from the building’s opening period—the famous architect describing it as a “1100-room palace of jaw-dropping opulence,” the newspapers criticizing waste with headlines like “gold-plated goblets, gold-plated toilets,” and, in contrast, the state leaders declaring, “There is no austerity in representation.”

Just as he was thinking that none of those criticisms seemed exaggerated, he realized they had reached the door bearing the sign “Olive Hall Meeting.” Their escort informed them that the meeting would be held in this hall and that after it concluded, he would accompany them back to the elevator. He instructed them not to leave the hall on their own, then opened the door and ushered them inside.

Every hall of this complex he had visited for meetings had an enchanting atmosphere of its own. This one was painted pistachio green, with floral motifs on the walls and oil paintings depicting the Conquest of Istanbul. Like the other halls, it was large, tall, and airy. A large projector had been placed in the center to support the meeting visually. Jammer devices were active in both corners of the room. Seventeen tables and chairs, arranged in three rows facing a podium, filled the main area. In another corner, three separate tables with two chairs each had been set up for face-to-face consultations with the chairman and his deputies.

Six individuals had arrived before them. Ersin did not know the real names of the people other than Bora. He had no information about them. Though addressing people by their numbers made him uncomfortable, he greeted each attendee and went to the table marked with his own number.

While waiting for the others, Ersin examined the neatly arranged materials on the table. Like the others, his table included an unopened Aselsan-brand mobile phone, a charger, and a blue-covered file. Opening the file, he found a table of contents:

“CONTENTS

	Main Subjects to be Followed by H-16

	Priority Subjects to be Followed by H-16



...


	Activity Timeline (Deadlines for Subjects)



...


	Units to be Coordinated by H-16



...


	Personnel and Units Reporting to H-16



...


	Coded Communication Table to Be Used in Telephone Conversations”


The document consisted of nineteen items, all concerning tasks assigned specifically to him. Now this is what I call detailed planning, he thought.

At that moment, he heard the voices of the Chairman and his Deputies outside the hall. As they entered, Ersin quietly closed the file.

Taking a quick glance around, he saw that everyone had arrived and was seated. The Chairman stepped up to the podium and began addressing the participants. In a speech lasting about thirty minutes, he summarized the following: that a long-term, extensive effort had been underway to eliminate the parallel structure embedded within the state; that their meticulous and dedicated work was now nearing its end; that they were about to undertake a historic and vital mission; that no one had the luxury of making mistakes; that any error or negligence by even a single member would negatively affect not only their hall but all other halls and units; that such a failure could disrupt the upcoming operation and endanger the nation’s security; that none of the assigned duties would be questioned; that tasks must be carried out fully and on time without hesitation; that no delays would be tolerated; that no excuse would be accepted; that no one would share information about the mission with anyone—not even indirectly; that personnel who made errors or caused the operation to be exposed prematurely would not be protected and that every possible security measure had been taken to prevent information leakage, and anyone who learned unauthorized details would be neutralized without hesitation, keeping in mind that “he who shows mercy will become the one deserving mercy.”

He further explained that from this stage forward, activities would be carried out not alone but in coordination with other units; that there would be face-to-face coordination meetings with each participant; that the communication device placed on the tables—manufactured exclusively for this purpose—would be used; and that under no circumstances would anyone use their personal phones or any other means of communication.

The Chairman repeated these points several times in a firm, commanding tone. Everyone in the hall listened almost breathlessly, as if spellbound.

After the speech, he stepped down and signaled his deputies to move to the consultation tables. Starting from H-1, they called each attendee one by one for face-to-face discussions. About two hours later, Ersin sat across from the deputy chairman and spent roughly twenty-five minutes reviewing the critical points written for him, the individuals he would coordinate with, and the activities he would carry out.

When he finished, Ersin stated that he had suspicions that Hulusi Akar might be linked to the parallel structure and requested a thorough investigation before the operation began. The deputy chairman noted his request.

He thanked Ersin and specifically instructed him to participate in the upcoming meetings within the parallel structure. In these meetings, he would—sometimes openly, sometimes subtly, sometimes emphatically—circulate the idea that “it is time to stand against the government, that a coup has become necessary, and that the parallel structure is already preparing for one,” and report the resulting reactions...



Footnotes :

¹ Beştepe — The presidential complex district in Ankara, home to the Turkish Presidency’s main palace.

III

When Bora returned home after the meeting, he ran into Nalan and Meltem at the front door. Meltem wrapped her arms around her father’s neck with all her affection, kissed him, and asked him to come along with them to the mall. Bora stroked his daughter’s hair and said he was very tired today, but promised that next time they would all go out together and have a wonderful day.

Seeing that her husband looked tired and somewhat distracted, Nalan didn’t ask him anything. Instead, she said she would take Meltem out for some fresh air since she had stayed home all day, that she had just placed the mosaic cake1 she had prepared into the refrigerator, and that it would be better to eat it after half an hour. She added that Alper was at Aunt Nergis’s and would be home a bit late, and that Bora had forgotten his phone in the morning; she had plugged it in, and it had probably finished charging by now. She asked whether he wanted her to bring anything from outside.

Bora shook his head to



















































































































	Determining where the public would gather and where they would be transported

	Allocating sufficient municipal buses

	Informing every bus driver of their assigned route

	Explaining these routes as “emergency disaster routes” to avoid suspicion and conducting practice drills

	Telling the drivers that the first drill could begin on the evening of July 15 and instructing them to keep their phones on

	...





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	In the information form dated 16 July 2016: Ankara Boulevard,

	In the death examination report, autopsy report dated 16 July 2016, and autopsy report dated 6 September 2016: Anadolu Boulevard,

	In the letter of the Ankara West Chief Public Prosecutor dated 12 August 2016: in front of the Presidential Complex,

	In the letter of the Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor dated 29 November 2016: in front of the AK Party headquarters,

	In the letter of the Ankara Chief Public Prosecutor dated 17 February 2017: on Atatürk Boulevard.
He stated that it was unclear which of these was correct.





	The death examination report drafted by the prosecutor,

	The statement provided to the Etimesgut Police Station,

	The property delivery record drafted by the police,

	The statements of witnesses alleged to have taken him to the hospital,

	The record kept at Etimesgut State Hospital,

	Various newspaper websites. It was unclear which was accurate.

	He also noted that the times provided by witnesses differed significantly from timestamps in the highway CCTV footage.






	Those who claimed to be eyewitnesses had never mentioned the death in their first statements, yet described such an event in court—a contradiction that made no sense. A matter as critical as a death could not have been omitted from initial statements; such a scenario was contrary to the natural course of life.

	He stated that the witness statements contradicted the autopsy report entirely.
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	When coming to hearings from the prison, bringing pens and blank paper into the courtroom was prohibited, so we had no ability to take notes during the trial.

	Our laws state that anyone accused must have sufficient time and facilities to prepare a defense; however, defendants were not provided the necessary opportunity to prepare adequately. The list of witnesses who would testify in court existed in the court file, but the court did not prepare a witness schedule nor inform defendants ahead of time, making preparation impossible.

	For defense preparation, both my lawyer and I repeatedly requested the camera footage from the prosecution and the court, but the footage was never provided. I had to make my defense without ever watching or examining any of the footage. From the documents in the file, I later learned that the footage was delivered to the prosecution a week after the incident—on 22 July 2016. That means the footage was intentionally withheld from me to cause me to make an incomplete defense.

	I repeatedly requested from the court that the file contents be sent to the prison, but they were not sent in time. Just like the camera footage, the file contents were delivered to me only after I had made my defense.

	According to the law, after a witness or complainant testifies in court, defendants have the right to make a “counter-statement.” This is fundamental. The court must evaluate whether what the witness says is true. But in our case, immediately after witnesses testified, defendants were not given the right to make counter-statements. From this, it is clear the court was not interested in reaching the truth.

	My meetings with my lawyer in the prison were audio-visually recorded by the correctional officers.

	In the courtroom, I should have sat next to my lawyer to receive legal assistance, but my lawyer was deliberately seated separately, preventing communication. There were also restrictions when I tried to speak with my lawyer in the courtroom.

	The fact that I am a defendant and not a witness does not mean that my statements lack evidentiary value. This is a general principle in the law. But even though I and other defendants repeatedly explained that events did not happen as described in the indictment or witness statements—and even provided concrete evidence—the presiding judge did not consider our statements credible. Sir, with your permission, I’ll skip the examples.

	The presiding judge verbally stated that the purpose of the trial was to reach the truth, but he did not allow the questions that would reveal that truth to be asked. He justified this contradiction by saying that the court would not go beyond what was written in the indictment. Meaning the prosecution had already determined the “criminals,” prepared an indictment, and the court would conduct the trial within the limits of that indictment. But what if the indictment contains mistakes? If the court does not allow questions aimed at uncovering the truth, this means the court is not seeking the truth but merely confirming the indictment. Despite pointing this out repeatedly, nothing changed during the trial.

	According to the law, witnesses must answer questions unless doing so could incriminate themselves. But in our trial, witnesses arbitrarily refused to answer some questions that would reveal the truth. Sir, the examples here are very long. With your permission, I’ll skip them so as not to tire you... Then I continue like this:
‘In such cases, the presiding judge should remind witnesses, “You must state what you saw, heard, and witnessed,” but instead he prevented answers. Also: 	The judge answered some questions himself before the witness could, thereby influencing the witness.

	In some instances, without waiting for the witness to answer, the judge stated what he claimed the witness had “already said” and prevented the witness from answering.2

	Some witnesses wanted to answer the questions directed to them, but it remains inexplicable why the judge prevented them from doing so and even warned them “not to answer unless the judge allows.”

	The law states: “If a question asked is objected to by parties present in court, the court panel decides whether the question will be asked or not.” This means that if there is no objection, the judge cannot stop the question. But in our case, the presiding judge prevented dozens of questions even though no one objected—not even consulting his own panel.’
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	In the first phase, within the first few weeks following July 15, we detained personnel from all sectors.

	In the second phase, in the following months, we detained or suspended additional personnel.

	In the third phase, in the following years, we would remove individuals from the system through legal-looking procedures within the framework of regulations. During this phase, we would also continue bureaucratic purges covertly through our bureaucratic intrigues.





	From the very first day of our coup, we have worked intensely and continuously through written, visual, and digital media to shape public perception—and we will continue to do so. In this context, our extensions within the media constantly created the perception that those detained, arrested, or dismissed were “terrorists who attacked the nation.” Whether those reports were true or not never mattered. What mattered was convincing the public of the purge, covering up the truth, preventing our planned activities from being exposed. In deception and manipulating public opinion, we already have unmatched experience spanning a century. We will continue using it without hesitation.

	For this purpose, we created an excellent network among our covert operatives within the judiciary, media, politics, and law enforcement. Our infiltrators coordinate with each other, exchanging fabricated or distorted reports that serve our goals. Since all these operations require tight coordination, we will establish a central command unit within the state’s official structures and direct coordination through that center.

	Throughout our perception-management campaign, we will absolutely ignore universal principles of law, fundamental rights and freedoms, or the presumption of innocence—all meaningless to us. We will push everything through swiftly, as a fait accompli. This is extremely important for the judicial process as well. We will protect our operatives who violate the law—particularly those in influential positions within the judiciary. If necessary, we will even create new legal clauses to safeguard them.






	First, we will create the perception that the number-one target of the coup was the President. This deserves a special place in the general coup narrative. Because both domestically and internationally, the claim of an assassination attempt on the President will have a much bigger impact than the coup itself...

	...

	Those who call all this a “theater” may appear. We will prevent such claims at every level...

	...

	...”
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