

    
        
          Close to the Ridge

        

        
        
          Mountain Millionaire Series, Volume 1

        

        
        
          Lexy Timms

        

        
          Published by Dark Shadow Publishing, 2020.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      CLOSE TO THE RIDGE

    

    
      First edition. September 18, 2020.

      Copyright © 2020 Lexy Timms.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1393222231

    

    
    
      Written by Lexy Timms.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Lexy Timms

	    

      
	    
          
	      12 Days of Christmas

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 3

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 4

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 5

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 6

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 7

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 8

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 9

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 10

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 11

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Part 12

          
        
          
	          Snowflake Hollow - Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Bad Boy Bullied Romance

          
        
          
	          I Hate You

          
        
          
	          I Hate You A Little Bit

          
        
          
	          I Hate You A Little Bit More

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Bump in the Road Series

          
        
          
	          Expecting Love

          
        
          
	          Selfless Act

          
        
          
	          Doctor's Orders

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Burning Love Series

          
        
          
	          Spark of Passion

          
        
          
	          Flame of Desire

          
        
          
	          Blaze of Ecstasy

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Campus Romance Series

          
        
          
	          The Lecture

          
        
          
	          The Syllabus

          
        
          
	          The Thesis

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chance at Forever Series

          
        
          
	          Forever Perfect

          
        
          
	          Forever Desired

          
        
          
	          Forever Together

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dark Casino Romance Series

          
        
          
	          High Roller

          
        
          
	          Place Your Bet

          
        
          
	          All Or Nothing

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dark Mafia Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Taken By The Mob Boss

          
        
          
	          Truce With The Mob Boss

          
        
          
	          Taking Over the Mob Boss

          
        
          
	          Trouble For The Mob Boss

          
        
          
	          Tailored By The Mob Boss

          
        
          
	          Tricking the Mob Boss

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dating App Series

          
        
          
	          I've Been Matched

          
        
          
	          You've Been Matched

          
        
          
	          We've Been Matched

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Against the Rules Series

          
        
          
	          Comeback

          
        
          
	          Clutch

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A "Kind of" Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Taking a Risk

          
        
          
	          Safety in Numbers

          
        
          
	          Pretend You're Mine

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Mafia Romance Series

          
        
          
	          The Mafia's Girlfriend

          
        
          
	          The Mafia's Fiancee

          
        
          
	          The Mafia's Wife

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Maybe Series

          
        
          
	          Maybe I Should

          
        
          
	          Maybe I Shouldn't

          
        
          
	          Maybe I Did

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Royal Affair Series

          
        
          
	          Royally F*cked

          
        
          
	          Royally Screwed

          
        
          
	          Royally Obsessed

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Assisting the Boss Series

          
        
          
	          Billion Reasons

          
        
          
	          Duke of Delegation

          
        
          
	          Late Night Meetings

          
        
          
	          Delegating Love

          
        
          
	          Suitors and Admirers

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Street Fighter Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Next Battle

          
        
          
	          Never Forfeit

          
        
          
	          Near Control

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      BBW Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Capturing Her Beauty

          
        
          
	          Pursuing Her Dreams

          
        
          
	          Tracing Her Curves

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Beating the Biker Series

          
        
          
	          Making Her His

          
        
          
	          Making the Break

          
        
          
	          Making of Them

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Betrayal at the Bay Series

          
        
          
	          Devil's Bay

          
        
          
	          Devil's Deceit

          
        
          
	          Devil's Duplicity

          
        
          
	          Betrayal At The Bay Series Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Beyond Control Series

          
        
          
	          Inevitable Accident

          
        
          
	          Force Majeure

          
        
          
	          Unavoidable Casualty

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Big Dreams, Start Small Series

          
        
          
	          Never Settle

          
        
          
	          Embrace Change

          
        
          
	          Dream Boldly

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Billionaire Banker Series

          
        
          
	          Banking on Him

          
        
          
	          Price of Passion

          
        
          
	          Investing in Love

          
        
          
	          Knowing Your Worth

          
        
          
	          Treasured Forever

          
        
          
	          Banking on Christmas

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Banker Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Billionaire CEO Brothers

          
        
          
	          Tempting the Player

          
        
          
	          Late Night Boardroom

          
        
          
	          Reviewing the Perfomance

          
        
          
	          Result of Passion

          
        
          
	          Directing the Next Move

          
        
          
	          Touching the Assets

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Billionaire Hitman Series

          
        
          
	          The Hit

          
        
          
	          The Job

          
        
          
	          The Run

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Billionaire Holiday Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Driving Home for Christmas

          
        
          
	          The Valentine Getaway

          
        
          
	          Cruising Love

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Holiday Romance Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Billionaire in Disguise Series

          
        
          
	          Facade

          
        
          
	          Illusion

          
        
          
	          Charade

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Billionaire Secrets Series

          
        
          
	          The Secret

          
        
          
	          Freedom

          
        
          
	          Courage

          
        
          
	          Trust

          
        
          
	          Impulse

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Secrets Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Blind Sight Series

          
        
          
	          See Me

          
        
          
	          Fix Me

          
        
          
	          Eyes On Me

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Branded Series

          
        
          
	          Money or Nothing

          
        
          
	          What People Say

          
        
          
	          Give and Take

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Building Billions

          
        
          
	          Building Billions - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Building Billions - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Building Billions - Part 3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Butler & Heiress Series

          
        
          
	          To Serve

          
        
          
	          For Duty

          
        
          
	          No Chore

          
        
          
	          All Wrapped Up

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Change of Heart Series

          
        
          
	          The Heart Needs

          
        
          
	          The Heart Wants

          
        
          
	          The Heart Knows

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Club Confession Series

          
        
          
	          Envy

          
        
          
	          Crave

          
        
          
	          Decoy

          
        
          
	          Urge

          
        
          
	          Oath

          
        
          
	          Club Confession Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Cottage by the Sea Series

          
        
          
	          Surging Tide

          
        
          
	          Distant Shores

          
        
          
	          Twisting Ocean

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Counting the Billions

          
        
          
	          Counting the Days

          
        
          
	          Counting On You

          
        
          
	          Counting the Kisses

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Cry Wolf Reverse Harem Series

          
        
          
	          Beautiful & Wild

          
        
          
	          Misunderstood

          
        
          
	          Never Tamed

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dancing in the Cold Series

          
        
          
	          Cherry Picking

          
        
          
	          Light the Lamp

          
        
          
	          Shutdown Player

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Darkest Night Series

          
        
          
	          Savage

          
        
          
	          Vicious

          
        
          
	          Brutal

          
        
          
	          Sinful

          
        
          
	          Fierce

          
        
          
	          Darkest Night Box Set Books 1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dead of Night Series

          
        
          
	          Abduction

          
        
          
	          Bribery

          
        
          
	          Corruption

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Department of Defense Series

          
        
          
	          Dead Ahead

          
        
          
	          Blue Falcon

          
        
          
	          Joint Service

          
        
          
	          Indirect Attack

          
        
          
	          Department of Defense Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Detecting Love Series

          
        
          
	          Vigilant

          
        
          
	          Perceptive

          
        
          
	          Observant

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Devils MC Series

          
        
          
	          Pain

          
        
          
	          Ruin

          
        
          
	          Obey

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Diamond in the Rough Anthology

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Rock

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Rock - part 2

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dirty Little Taboo Series

          
        
          
	          Flirting Touch

          
        
          
	          Denying Pleasure

          
        
          
	          Forbidding Desire

          
        
          
	          Craving Passion

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dominating PA Series

          
        
          
	          Her Personal Assistant - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Her Personal Assistant - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Her Personal Assistant - Part 3

          
        
          
	          Her Personal Assistant Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Echoes of a Southern Song Series

          
        
          
	          Where the Music Grows

          
        
          
	          Echoes of a Southern Song

          
        
          
	          Beneath a Tennessee Sky

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Embers of the Heart Series

          
        
          
	          In Your Safe Embrace

          
        
          
	          Where Ashes Meet Hope

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Embers of the Heart Series

          
        
          
	          Through Smoke and Flame

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Emergency Love Series

          
        
          
	          Flatline

          
        
          
	          Backdraft

          
        
          
	          Overtime

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Enemies to Lovers Series

          
        
          
	          Respecting the Outcast

          
        
          
	          Concerning the Sinner

          
        
          
	          Relating to the Beast

          
        
          
	          Referring to the Devil

          
        
          
	          Touching the Rebel

          
        
          
	          Stunning the Traitor

          
        
          
	          Enemies to Lovers Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Escort Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Midnight Kisses

          
        
          
	          The Art of Falling

          
        
          
	          The Glint of Desire

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fake Billionaire Series

          
        
          
	          Faking It

          
        
          
	          Temporary CEO

          
        
          
	          Caught in the Act

          
        
          
	          Never Tell A Lie

          
        
          
	          Fake Christmas

          
        
          
	          Fake Billionaire Box Set #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Falling in Love Series

          
        
          
	          Small Town Charisma

          
        
          
	          Pleasing My Sweetheart

          
        
          
	          Switch My Future

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Firehouse Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Caught in Flames

          
        
          
	          Burning With Desire

          
        
          
	          Craving the Heat

          
        
          
	          Firehouse Romance Complete Collection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Forging Billions Series

          
        
          
	          Dirty Money

          
        
          
	          Petty Cash

          
        
          
	          Payment Required

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      For His Pleasure

          
        
          
	          Elizabeth

          
        
          
	          Georgia

          
        
          
	          Madison

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fortune Riders MC Series

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Biker

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Ransom

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Misery

          
        
          
	          Fortune Riders Box Set - Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Fragile Series

          
        
          
	          Fragile Touch

          
        
          
	          Fragile Kiss

          
        
          
	          Fragile Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Great Temptation Series

          
        
          
	          The Devil's Footsteps

          
        
          
	          Heaven's Command

          
        
          
	          Mortals Surrender

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hades' Spawn Motorcycle Club

          
        
          
	          One You Can't Forget

          
        
          
	          One That Got Away

          
        
          
	          One That Came Back

          
        
          
	          One You Never Leave

          
        
          
	          One Christmas Night

          
        
          
	          Hades' Spawn MC Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hard Rocked Series

          
        
          
	          Rhyme

          
        
          
	          Harmony

          
        
          
	          Lyrics

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Heart of Stone Series

          
        
          
	          The Protector

          
        
          
	          The Guardian

          
        
          
	          The Warrior

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Heart of the Battle Series

          
        
          
	          Celtic Viking

          
        
          
	          Celtic Rune

          
        
          
	          Celtic Mann

          
        
          
	          Heart of the Battle Series Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Heat of Night Series

          
        
          
	          Depravity

          
        
          
	          Scandal

          
        
          
	          Disgrace

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Heistdom Series

          
        
          
	          Master Thief

          
        
          
	          Goldmine

          
        
          
	          Diamond Heist

          
        
          
	          Smile For Me

          
        
          
	          Your Move

          
        
          
	          Green With Envy

          
        
          
	          Saving Money

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Her Lonely Mafia Boss Series

          
        
          
	          Painful Stride

          
        
          
	          Rough Terrain

          
        
          
	          Country Turf

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Highlander Wolf Series

          
        
          
	          Pack Run

          
        
          
	          Pack Land

          
        
          
	          Pack Rules

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hollyweird Fae Series

          
        
          
	          Inception of Gold

          
        
          
	          Disruption of Magic

          
        
          
	          Guardians of Twilight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Hometown Heartstrings Series

          
        
          
	          Hearts at War

          
        
          
	          Passion in Bloom

          
        
          
	          Love At Peace

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      How To Love A Spy

          
        
          
	          The Secret

          
        
          
	          The Secret Life

          
        
          
	          The Secret Wife

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      It's a Woman's World

          
        
          
	          Have a Voice

          
        
          
	          It's My Business

          
        
          
	          Never Say Sorry

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Just About Series

          
        
          
	          About Love

          
        
          
	          About Truth

          
        
          
	          About Forever

          
        
          
	          Just About Box Set  Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Justice Series

          
        
          
	          Seeking Justice

          
        
          
	          Finding Justice

          
        
          
	          Chasing Justice

          
        
          
	          Pursuing Justice

          
        
          
	          Justice - Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Karma Series

          
        
          
	          Walk Away

          
        
          
	          Make Him Pay

          
        
          
	          Perfect Revenge

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      King of Hades MC Series

          
        
          
	          Sinner

          
        
          
	          Tempting Sinner

          
        
          
	          Enticing Sinner

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kissed by Billions

          
        
          
	          Kissed by Passion

          
        
          
	          Kissed by Desire

          
        
          
	          Kissed by Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Leaning Towards Trouble

          
        
          
	          Trouble

          
        
          
	          Discord

          
        
          
	          Tenacity

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Lessons in Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Passing Notes

          
        
          
	          Textbook Kisses

          
        
          
	          Academic Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Like Cats & Dog Series

          
        
          
	          Barking Mad

          
        
          
	          Perfectly Flawed

          
        
          
	          Tails of Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Love on the Sea Series

          
        
          
	          Ships Ahoy

          
        
          
	          Rough Sea

          
        
          
	          High Tide

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Lovers in London Series

          
        
          
	          Risking Millions

          
        
          
	          Venture Capital

          
        
          
	          Worth the Expense

          
        
          
	          The Price of Luxury

          
        
          
	          Exclusive Passion

          
        
          
	          Sparkling Christmas

          
        
          
	          Lovers in London - 3 Book Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Love's Labyrinth Series

          
        
          
	          Love's Tangled Web

          
        
          
	          Love's Fiery Trial

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Love You Series

          
        
          
	          Love Life

          
        
          
	          Need Love

          
        
          
	          My Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Managing the Billionaire

          
        
          
	          Never Enough

          
        
          
	          Worth the Cost

          
        
          
	          Secret Admirers

          
        
          
	          Chasing Affection

          
        
          
	          Pressing Romance

          
        
          
	          Timeless Memories

          
        
          
	          Managing the Billionaire Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Managing the Bosses Series

          
        
          
	          The Boss

          
        
          
	          The Boss Too

          
        
          
	          Who's the Boss Now

          
        
          
	          Love the Boss

          
        
          
	          I Do the Boss

          
        
          
	          Wife to the Boss

          
        
          
	          Employed by the Boss

          
        
          
	          Brother to the Boss

          
        
          
	          Senior Advisor to the Boss

          
        
          
	          Forever the Boss

          
        
          
	          Christmas With the Boss

          
        
          
	          Billionaire in Control

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Makes Millions

          
        
          
	          Billionaire at Work

          
        
          
	          Precious Little Thing

          
        
          
	          Priceless Love

          
        
          
	          Valentine Love

          
        
          
	          The Cost of Freedom

          
        
          
	          Trick or Treat

          
        
          
	          The Night Before Christmas

          
        
          
	          Gift for the Boss - Novella 3.5

          
        
          
	          Managing the Bosses Box Set #1-3

          
        
          
	          Managing the Bosses Novellas

          
        
          
	          Managing the Bosses Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Mislead by the Bad Boy Series

          
        
          
	          Deceived

          
        
          
	          Provoked

          
        
          
	          Betrayed

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Model Mayhem Series

          
        
          
	          Shameless

          
        
          
	          Modesty

          
        
          
	          Imperfection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Moment in Time

          
        
          
	          Highlander's Bride

          
        
          
	          Victorian Bride

          
        
          
	          Modern Day Bride

          
        
          
	          A Royal Bride

          
        
          
	          Forever the Bride

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Mountain Millionaire Series

          
        
          
	          Close to the Ridge

          
        
          
	          Crossing the Bluff

          
        
          
	          Climbing the Mount

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      My Best Friend’s Sister

          
        
          
	          Hometown Calling

          
        
          
	          A Perfect Moment

          
        
          
	          Thrown in Together

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      My Brother's Roommate Series

          
        
          
	          Scoring Devotion

          
        
          
	          Passing Emotion

          
        
          
	          Offside Passion

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      My Darker Side Series

          
        
          
	          Darkest Hour

          
        
          
	          Time to Stop

          
        
          
	          Against the Light

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Neverending Dream Series

          
        
          
	          Neverending Dream - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Neverending Dream - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Neverending Dream - Part 3

          
        
          
	          Neverending Dream - Part 4

          
        
          
	          Neverending Dream - Part 5

          
        
          
	          Neverending Dream Box Set  Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Not Another Love Story Series

          
        
          
	          Not Another Love Story - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Not Another Love Story - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Not Another Love Story - Part 3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Outside the Octagon

          
        
          
	          Submit

          
        
          
	          Fight

          
        
          
	          Knockout

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Protecting Diana Series

          
        
          
	          Her Bodyguard

          
        
          
	          Her Defender

          
        
          
	          Her Champion

          
        
          
	          Her Protector

          
        
          
	          Her Forever

          
        
          
	          Protecting Diana Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Protecting Layla Series

          
        
          
	          His Mission

          
        
          
	          His Objective

          
        
          
	          His Devotion

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Racing Hearts Series

          
        
          
	          Rush

          
        
          
	          Pace

          
        
          
	          Fast

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Regency Romance Series

          
        
          
	          The Duchess Scandal - Part 1

          
        
          
	          The Duchess Scandal - Part 2

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Reverse Harem Series

          
        
          
	          Primals

          
        
          
	          Archaic

          
        
          
	          Unitary

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Roommate Wanted Series

          
        
          
	          The Roommate

          
        
          
	          The Bunkmate

          
        
          
	          The Flatmate

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      R&S Rich and Single Series

          
        
          
	          Alex Reid

          
        
          
	          Parker

          
        
          
	          Sebastian

          
        
          
	          Zane

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Saving Forever

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 3

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 4

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 5

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 6

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever Part 7

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever - Part 8

          
        
          
	          Saving Forever Boxset Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Secrets & Lies Series

          
        
          
	          Strange Secrets

          
        
          
	          Evading Secrets

          
        
          
	          Inspiring Secrets

          
        
          
	          Lies and Secrets

          
        
          
	          Mastering Secrets

          
        
          
	          Alluring Secrets

          
        
          
	          Secrets & Lies Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Shifting Desires Series

          
        
          
	          Jungle Heat

          
        
          
	          Jungle Fever

          
        
          
	          Jungle Blaze

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sin Series

          
        
          
	          Payment for Sin

          
        
          
	          Atonement Within

          
        
          
	          Declaration of Love

          
        
          
	          Sin Series Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sins of the Father Series

          
        
          
	          The Betrayer

          
        
          
	          The Player

          
        
          
	          The Skillful

          
        
          
	          His Limits

          
        
          
	          The Retreat

          
        
          
	          The Fallback

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sleeping With the Enemy

          
        
          
	          Sharp Lies

          
        
          
	          Clever Deceit

          
        
          
	          Honest Neglect

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Southern Romance Series

          
        
          
	          Little Love Affair

          
        
          
	          Siege of the Heart

          
        
          
	          Freedom Forever

          
        
          
	          Soldier's Fortune

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spanked Series

          
        
          
	          Passion

          
        
          
	          Playmate

          
        
          
	          Pleasure

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Spelling Love Series

          
        
          
	          The Author

          
        
          
	          The Book Boyfriend

          
        
          
	          The Words of Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Strength & Style

          
        
          
	          Suits You, Sir

          
        
          
	          Tailor Made

          
        
          
	          Perfect Gentleman

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Taboo Wedding Series

          
        
          
	          He Loves Me Not

          
        
          
	          With This Ring

          
        
          
	          Happily Ever After

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Tattooist Series

          
        
          
	          Confession of a Tattooist

          
        
          
	          Surrender of a Tattooist

          
        
          
	          Heart of a Tattooist

          
        
          
	          Hopes & Dreams of a Tattooist

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Tennessee Romance

          
        
          
	          Whisky Lullaby

          
        
          
	          Whisky Melody

          
        
          
	          Whisky Harmony

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Bad Boy Alpha Club

          
        
          
	          Battle Lines - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Battle Lines

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Beach Series

          
        
          
	          Good Vibes

          
        
          
	          Cocktail in Hand

          
        
          
	          Sunny Side Up

          
        
          
	          Paradise Found

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Beautiful Monster Series

          
        
          
	          The Deal

          
        
          
	          The Pact (Coming Soon)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Billionaire's Dynasty Series

          
        
          
	          Passion and Privilege

          
        
          
	          Tangled in Temptation

          
        
          
	          Hearts of Wealth

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Brush Of Love Series

          
        
          
	          Every Night

          
        
          
	          Every Day

          
        
          
	          Every Time

          
        
          
	          Every Way

          
        
          
	          Every Touch

          
        
          
	          The Brush of Love Series Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The City of Mayhem Series

          
        
          
	          True Mayhem

          
        
          
	          Relentless Chaos

          
        
          
	          Broken Disorder

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Coffee Shop Romance Series

          
        
          
	          A Rich Aftertaste

          
        
          
	          A Bitter Flavor

          
        
          
	          Baked to Perfection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Debt

          
        
          
	          The Debt: Part 1 - Damn Horse

          
        
          
	          The Debt: Complete Collection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Fire Inside Series

          
        
          
	          Dare Me

          
        
          
	          Defy Me

          
        
          
	          Burn Me

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Gentleman's Club Series

          
        
          
	          Gambler

          
        
          
	          Player

          
        
          
	          Wager

          
        
          
	          The Gentleman's Club Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Golden Game

          
        
          
	          On The Pitch

          
        
          
	          Respect the Game

          
        
          
	          All Game

          
        
          
	          Sweat and Tears

          
        
          
	          The Final Score

          
        
          
	          The Golden Game Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Golden Mail

          
        
          
	          Hot Off the Press

          
        
          
	          Extra! Extra!

          
        
          
	          Read All About It

          
        
          
	          Stop the Press

          
        
          
	          Breaking News

          
        
          
	          This Just In

          
        
          
	          The Golden Mail Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Long Con Series

          
        
          
	          The Misfit

          
        
          
	          The Hustle

          
        
          
	          The Cheat

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Lucky Billionaire Series

          
        
          
	          Lucky Break

          
        
          
	          Streak of Luck

          
        
          
	          Lucky in Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Millionaire's Pretty Woman Series

          
        
          
	          Perfect Stranger

          
        
          
	          Captive Devotion

          
        
          
	          Sweet Temptations

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Perfect Interior Design Series

          
        
          
	          The Focal Point

          
        
          
	          The Mood Board

          
        
          
	          The Color Scheme

          
        
          
	          Wreaths and Garland

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Rogue Agent Series

          
        
          
	          The Target

          
        
          
	          The Hijack

          
        
          
	          The Ghost

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Sound of Breaking Hearts Series

          
        
          
	          Disruption

          
        
          
	          Destroy

          
        
          
	          Devoted

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Takeover Series

          
        
          
	          The Takeover

          
        
          
	          Love Notes

          
        
          
	          Fine Print

          
        
          
	          Over Time

          
        
          
	          Rumor Mill

          
        
          
	          Jingle Balls

          
        
          
	          The Takeover Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The University of Gatica Series

          
        
          
	          The Recruiting Trip

          
        
          
	          Faster

          
        
          
	          Higher

          
        
          
	          Stronger

          
        
          
	          Dominate

          
        
          
	          No Rush

          
        
          
	          University of Gatica - The Complete Series

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Wrong Side of the Tracks

          
        
          
	          The Knockback

          
        
          
	          The Overshare

          
        
          
	          The Fightback

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Timing is Everything Series

          
        
          
	          Right Time

          
        
          
	          Right Place

          
        
          
	          Right Reasons

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      T.N.T. Series

          
        
          
	          Troubled Nate Thomas - Part 1

          
        
          
	          Troubled Nate Thomas - Part 2

          
        
          
	          Troubled Nate Thomas - Part 3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Toxic Touch Series

          
        
          
	          Noxious

          
        
          
	          Lethal

          
        
          
	          Willful

          
        
          
	          Tainted

          
        
          
	          Craved

          
        
          
	          Toxic Touch Box Set Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Undercover Boss Series

          
        
          
	          Marketing

          
        
          
	          Finance

          
        
          
	          Legal

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Undercover Series

          
        
          
	          Perfect For Me

          
        
          
	          Perfect For You

          
        
          
	          Perfect For Us

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Unknown Identity Series

          
        
          
	          Unknown

          
        
          
	          Unpublished

          
        
          
	          Unexposed

          
        
          
	          Unsure

          
        
          
	          Unwritten

          
        
          
	          Unknown Identity Box Set: Books #1-3

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Unlucky Series

          
        
          
	          Unlucky in Love

          
        
          
	          UnWanted

          
        
          
	          UnLoved Forever

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Unspoken Secrets Series

          
        
          
	          The Perfect Heart

          
        
          
	          A Heart's Journey

          
        
          
	          The Heart's Secret

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      War Torn Letters Series

          
        
          
	          My Sweetheart

          
        
          
	          My Darling

          
        
          
	          My Beloved

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Wet & Wild Series

          
        
          
	          Stormy Love

          
        
          
	          Savage Love

          
        
          
	          Secure Love

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Worth It Series

          
        
          
	          Worth Billions

          
        
          
	          Worth Every Cent

          
        
          
	          Worth More Than Money

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Worth of a Billionaire Series

          
        
          
	          Perfectly Imperfect

          
        
          
	          Entirely Improper

          
        
          
	          Stupidly Illogical

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      You & Me - A Bad Boy Romance

          
        
          
	          Just Me

          
        
          
	          Touch Me

          
        
          
	          Kiss Me

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Wash

          
        
          
	          Loving Charity

          
        
          
	          Summer Lovin'

          
        
          
	          Love & College

          
        
          
	          Billionaire Heart

          
        
          
	          First Love

          
        
          
	          Frisky and Fun Romance Box Collection

          
        
          
	          Beating Hades' Bikers

          
        
          
	          Everyone Loves a Bad Boy

          
        
          
	          Dead of Night

          
        
          
	          Christmas Countdown - The Advent Calendar

          
        
          
	          Merry Kiss-Mas

          
        
          
	          Pursuit of Honor

          
        
          
	          Heart With Strength

          
        
          
	          King's Daughter

          
        
          
	          Bar Rouge

          
        
          
	          Christmas By The Book

          
        
          
	          Tangled in Tinsel

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Lexy Timms’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


[image: image]

By LEXY TIMMS

Copyright 2020

[image: image]

[image: Lexy Timms Logo black aqua]

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form, or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise) without the prior written permission of both the copyright owner and the above publisher of this book.

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, brands, media, and incidents are either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to an actual person, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. The author acknowledges the trademarked status and trademark owners of various products referenced in this work of fiction, which have been used without permission. The publication/use of these trademarks is not authorized, associated with, or sponsored by the trademark owners.

––––––––
[image: ]


All rights reserved.

Close to the Ridge

Mountain Millionaire Series #1

Copyright 2020 by Lexy Timms

Cover by: Book Cover by Design

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​​​​Mountain Millionaire Series

[image: ]


[image: image]

Close to the Ridge

Crossing the Bluff

Climbing the Mount

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Find Lexy Timms:

[image: ]


[image: Lexy Timms Logo black aqua]

LEXY TIMMS NEWSLETTER:

http://eepurl.com/9i0vD

Lexy Timms Facebook Page:

https://www.facebook.com/SavingForever

Lexy Timms Website:

http://www.lexytimms.com

[image: image]

[image: The Boss Box Set BOOKBUB Small1]

Want to read more...

For FREE?

Sign up for Lexy Timms’ newsletter

And she’ll send you updates on new releases, ARC copies of books and a whole lotta fun!

Sign up for news and updates!
http://eepurl.com/9i0vD
	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Close to the Ridge

[image: ]


[image: image]

IN THE END, ALL I LEARNED was how to be strong. Alone.

Lincoln is a former Navy Seal, hiding away in the mountains in Oregon. He wants to live his life away from people. He’s happy on his own, preferring the peace and quiet. Yet, the demons from his past still haunt him...

One day out, he comes across Pearl—a young woman is on a solo hiking adventure—who injures herself badly and needs his help. Her injury and a snow storm force her to hole up with him in his tiny cabin. 

Things heat up between them, but he never reveals who he really is and why he lives on his own. 

Can Lincoln control his desire or will he allow the ghosts of the past to catch up with him?
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PULLING MY HIKING PACK from the back of my closet, I put it on the bed. The red pack was one of the more expensive brands and one of my favorite possessions. That and my Nikon. I unzipped the pack and shoved in my long underwear before adding a single pair of pants that were designed to be breathable, yet tough. Next, I added the freeze-dried meal packets. I was very conscientious of what I chose to pack because every pound counted. 

I loved hiking. I loved being alone with just the trees and the birds. I rarely splurged on high-end anything, but when it came to my cameras and my hiking gear, I did. My camera was my livelihood and depending on the situation, my hiking gear could mean my life, so it was a worthy investment. 

“Thanks, Dad,” I said, with a small smile as I tossed in the light sticks. 

My dad. Dear old dad. I missed him terribly. The small inheritance I got upon his death didn’t leave me a rich woman, but it did leave me with the ability to take a few days off now and then. And the luxury of splurging on the good stuff. I knew he would want me to buy top quality gear. He was an avid outdoorsman himself, and the one who inspired me to get outside as often as I could. 

He taught me everything I knew about camping and hiking. Like how to make a fire in various conditions, and never to drink water I hadn’t personally purified. “I miss you, Dad,” I whispered, feeling that familiar pang in my heart. 

It did me good to get out of the city once in a while. It helped clear my head and give me a chance to think straight. I loved being in nature and finding my center. Not everyone appreciated roughing it which was why I went alone. Even being alone in the woods was never being alone. Oregon had some of the most beautiful and well-traveled hiking trails in the country. Hikers were a different breed. They spoke a different language and they looked out for each other. I could go out on a solo trip and never feel truly alone. Someone would always be around. 

I tossed in a few more things before grabbing my camera, making sure I had an extra SD card and batteries. My job as a freelance photographer kept me busy, but this week I was wide open. I was taking my camera, because I always took my camera, and hoping to get some good shots I could sell to the local media or maybe a travel blogger. 

When I heard my phone ring I didn’t have to guess who it was. It would be Kristi calling to try and talk me out of my latest adventure. My best friend meant well. She was very anti-nature, preferring paved roads, coffee shops on every corner and plenty of lights and noise. 

“I’m going,” I answered. 

She groaned. “Pearl Thomas,” she scolded. “Do you know how dangerous it is?”

“Are you kidding? Driving on I-5 during rush hour is a hundred times more dangerous than me going for a walk in the woods.”

“You don’t have to worry about a bear eating you in rush hour.”

“No, but I have to worry about the dipshit on her phone crashing into me.”

“One time. One time someone crashed into you and you can’t let it go.”

I laughed at her reduction of the accident that totaled my car. “Silly me. I’ll be fine. I’ve got my bear spray and at this time of year, there are plenty of hikers on the trails. I won’t be alone.”

“Why can’t you stay in a hotel? Go up the mountain during the day and stay in a nice warm bed at night.”

“Because it isn’t the same, Kristi.”

She let out an exaggerated sigh. “It’s freezing up there. Literally freezing.”

“Which is why I have my thermal gear, plus I’ll have a fire,” I replied. “This isn’t my first rodeo.”

“But you’re not as young as you once were,” she said, trying another angle. 

“I’m twenty-two and not ready for a cane just yet, thanks. I’ll be fine. I do this a few times a year and you do this a few times a year and guess what happens?”

“You go anyway.”

“Exactly.”

“It’s still winter up there,” she said, trying another tactic. 

“It’s spring.”

“It’s cold at night.”

“And I’ll be fine.”

It was the same dance we did every time I was gearing up to go on one of my hikes. She loved to worry. 

“You have to tell us where you will be. Exactly where, not a general area kind of thing. No one is going to go traipsing all over the mountain to find you if you get lost. We need to know exact coordinates.”

“Why don’t we just put a GPS chip in my ass?” I said sarcastically. 

“That’s a great idea,” Kristi replied.

I rolled my eyes, cradling the phone against my ear as I zipped up my pack. “I’ll be fine. I’ll check in if I have service. If I don’t call, don’t panic. If you don’t hear from me in five days, that’s when you panic.”

“That doesn’t make me feel any better.”

“I’ve got to run. I need to get there and up the mountain before dark.”

“Don’t forget your bear spray,” she said. 

“Locked and loaded.”

Ending the call, I quickly grabbed all my stuff and headed for my little Rav4. I couldn’t wait to get into the mountains. I could practically smell the air already. The Mt. Thielsen area where I was going was a few hours from my apartment outside Portland. I wanted to live closer to the mountains and kept telling myself that one day I was going to do it. I wanted a little cabin in the woods with deer in my front yard. I wanted the smell of pine trees and that lovely smell of leaves and pine needles going through their breakdown. It stunk to some people, but I loved the earthy aroma of the forest going through one cycle after another. 

As I parked my car at the trailhead, excitement pumped through my veins. Immediately, I got out of the car and took that first breath. “So good,” I whispered.

Tucking my keys into the side pocket of my pack, I pulled on my beanie to fight off the chill in the air and maneuvered the pack onto my back. I snapped the buckle on the bottom strap before shimmying around to get it comfortably settled on my hips. 

I set off, looking up at the sky and judging the weather. It was a beautiful clear day, which did not bode well for my night. It was going to be cold. I was ready. I got on the trail that was soft and spongy with pine needles covering it and walked into the trees, the shade dropping the temperature at least ten degrees. 

Walking along the trail, I enjoyed greeting the day trippers coming back from their walk, sharing smiles and nods. Seeing them with their red cheeks and hearing their heavy breathing took me back to the days my dad took me on those same day hikes. 

My mom never liked to come along. She was a city girl through and through while my dad preferred camping, hiking or being out on the water. He lived for being outside and taught me everything I knew about surviving in the outdoors. I felt pretty damn capable and confident in my own abilities. Not that I was ready to go on one of those shows that dropped you in some desolate area and left you to survive with the gear on your back. Not that kind of capable, but still, I could hold my own in this environment. 

Stepping over a thick branch, I reminded myself to keep an eye on the path. The last thing I needed was a sprained ankle. Arriving at a small clearing, I stopped to get my water bottle and took a moment to look around, drinking in the beauty of the forest along with the water. The birds were singing overhead with squirrels and chipmunks chiming in with their chatter. The forest could be very loud when you stopped to listen. 

I noticed a deer about forty feet in front of me, quietly munching on a small patch of grass. There were millions of pictures of deer doing exactly that, so I didn’t deem the sight worthy of digging out my camera. It was gorgeous, but it was for my own consumption. I didn’t move a muscle, not wanting to alarm the deer. 

Once it noticed me, it quickly disappeared into the brush. I sighed as I slipped the water bottle back in the side pocket of my pack and began to walk again. I loved watching the deer and other wildlife and was grateful my father hadn’t been a hunter. 

Almost immediately, I found myself laughing out loud, all alone on the trail, reminded of the one-time my dad did go hunting with a couple of his buddies. They forbade him from ever going again. My father was in the blind with them when a good-sized buck came into view. It was supposed to be my father’s shot. He lined up, aimed and promptly sneezed, alerting the buck to their presence. It was a few months later when he finally confessed what really happened. 

He told me he faked the sneeze. He saw the animal and couldn’t shoot it. He didn’t mind hunting turkey and other small animals, but he thought deer, elk and even moose were too majestic. Just because he wouldn’t shoot them, didn’t mean he didn’t eat them, though. My dad was a carnivore through and through. 

I missed him. So much that sometimes I couldn’t breathe. It wasn’t fair that he was gone. He was far too young to die, and I was far too young not to have my daddy. Most girls worshipped their dads, but I truly admired mine. He was good. He was loving, and he taught me patience. He taught me how to deal with the side eyes we got when we were together. 

My father was black, and my mother was a pasty white. I came out a color somewhere in between, leaning more towards olive with brown, curly hair. When people saw us in the mountains or camping together, they assumed something ugly. I never understood why people looked at us funny until one day, he was forced to tell me after a woman got the idea in her head to save me from the man who abducted me. Again, my father showed so much grace and maintained his dignity without ever losing his temper. He actually thanked her for looking out for kids. Embarrassed, the woman quickly walked away, her face the shade of a ripe tomato.

I always felt like I got shorted because he died when I was fifteen. Too young for a girl to lose her dad. There was so much more to learn from him. I knew there were life lessons I was missing out on. And Lord knew my mother was certainly not capable of teaching me those lessons. She wilted completely away when my father died. It was like she died as well. She gave up. I found myself at fifteen and basically an orphan. 

So, I signed up for every outdoor school I could find. I joined the Girl Scouts just so I could be out in nature and away from my mother. The moment I was old enough, I joined a Facebook group that organized hiking events. Once I got comfortable in the great outdoors, I started taking my own solo trips. For years, I felt alone. But the first time I was actually alone in the woods, I felt his presence, and I never felt alone again. 

I slowed my pace as the trail began a steep incline. This was the hard part. My thighs burned, my calves strained, and my heart pumped hard and fast. The climb up was worth it. The further I got away from the trailhead and deeper into the forest, the more I could feel his presence. I couldn’t wait to set up camp and have a long conversation with my father. We had a lot to catch up on. My last trip into the forest was nearly five months ago. 

It had been too long. 
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