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			Preface

			When writing, I love the research even more than the writing. The Word of God is very precious to me, and since I have been a Christian I never seem to get my fill of studying the Bible. All the Scripture I’ve quoted is from the New King James Version of the Bible. 

			My prayer for the readers is that they will have a better understanding of what will happen after they take their last breath. It will be wonderful for the followers of Jesus, the Christ. They will be traveling to heaven and then back to earth to reign and rule with our Savior, who will be king over the whole world.

			I would like to see every reader of this book be in that number, so I have tried to help everyone by explaining how to make it so.
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			Acknowledgements 

			I did not know how much work my writing would create for others. My thanks go out to Judy, my wife, for her hard work on the computer. She typed it again and again without complaining. Thanks to Ruth Ann Suber for her advice and proofreading. Thanks to Brenda Terpstra for taking time from her Bible translation work to review my manuscript for me. A special thanks to Heather Beck, my editor for her excellent work and encouragement. Thanks a lot ladies. Here is a poem I wrote just you:

			“Praise God for Women”

			God created heaven and earth from nothing.

			He made all things, large and small

			He made man from something.

			He made woman last of all.

			His heaven and earth are tremendous.

			So are his things, large and small.

			The man he made is stupendous,

			But the woman is best of all.

			Thanks also to Pastor Jerry Waugh and Pastor Ben Ellis who encouraged me to evaluate my ideas by doctrine and revise the arrangement of some of my topics to put in better sequence. Collaboration is a wonderful thing! Thanks to all of you.
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			WHEN WE DIE

			What happens when we die? That depends on whether you have faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ. Let’s say you have not trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior. You have ignored God. You have lived a life as if there is no God, and now you die. In a moment, faster than you can say “Jesus,” you will be in a place called Hades. My studies say that being in Hades is a fiery punishment. In Luke 16:24, we get a glimpse of that location. A rich man present there is talking with Abraham and wants a drop of water for his tongue, for he is in torment in the flames. Not a comfortable place to be.

			Every day, people are dying and are sent to Hades because of unbelief in Jesus Christ. You can change your destination, however, by calling upon God to save you. Recognize that he is the great creator and has sent his Son into the world to die for our sins so that you can live with him forever. If you do not change your destination, you stay there until you are judged by Jesus Christ at the great white throne judgment.

			After the great white throne judgment, you are transferred to God’s lake of fire or hell, as some people say. It is a place with no way out. Unfortunate souls who arrive there are forever doomed, because those people did not prepare for the future. Their name was not found in the Lamb’s Book of Life. You will meet lots of people, worshippers of anti-Christ, false prophets, idol worshipers, the devil, and the devil’s angels. Forever separated from God, this is called the second death. It will be a place of darkness. It will be a place where a person cannot die. You will be in bad company. Please call upon God to save you!

			So what happens to the person who believes in Jesus Christ? When they die, they immediately will be in heaven. They will have a body of some kind - we are not told what, but the old body will be left behind on earth. The spirit will be reunited with the body when Jesus brings all the saints in heaven back to meet all living believers in the clouds. All saints will then return to heaven.

			God’s people will be judged by Christ at the Son’s judgment, not for sins they have committed, but for rewards they have earned. Remember that Jesus Christ paid for all the believers’ sins on the cross. The believer’s name is found in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

			After the judgment, we will be given a white robe as a sign of purity. Some say it is a robe of righteousness. We will be righteous because God gave it to us. We will never sin again. We will be with Jesus and all the saints forever.

			After the great tribulation on earth, Christ will bring all believers back to earth to rule and reign with him for a thousand years. After that period this earth will be replaced with a new one and heaven will come down to earth. The new heaven is also known as the New Jerusalem. Yes! Heaven on earth! You will have been to heaven and back! 
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			HOW TO BE SAVED

			Romans 3:23 says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” All people have sinned, so all people need to be saved. Acts 16:25-34 offers the story of redemption. This passage tells us that Paul and Silas were beaten, jailed, and put in stocks. While they were there, however, all was not lost. They were able to give their witness and express their hope in salvation. The jailer was convicted and wanted to know how to be redeemed, and they told him, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved . . .” (verse 31a).     

			Then in verse 32 Paul and Silas explained the word of the Lord to the jailer. That Paul and Silas used the Lord’s words and not their own shows that the Lord explained the message better than they could. I could only speculate what the conversation was about, but they convinced the jailer that he could believe Jesus Christ, Son of God, died on the cross outside of Jerusalem. Jesus’s death paid for the sins of the ones who would believe in him. The wrath of God was satisfied with the death of his Son. So, the man with whom Paul and Silas were speaking believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, and he was saved.

			Sin is a moral infraction with serious repercussions; we have broken God’s law. And in doing that, we should be put in God’s prison called hell. Sin is dirty and defiled. Only Jesus Christ, God’s Son, can cleanse a person of his or her sin. Since sin is also a debt, how can a person pay this debt to God? All the money in the world doesn’t pay for our sins. Besides, no one person has all the money in the world. Jesus, God’s Son, paid our sin debt when he died on the cross just outside Jerusalem. How do we enter into the bargain? We ask God to forgive us of all our sins because we believe in Jesus and the sacrifice he made. When you admit your sinful nature to yourself and to God, you will be so clean, just like you have never sinned at all.

			I would now like to call to your attention the book of Romans. The apostle Paul wrote this letter to the Christians living in Rome, Italy. Look at chapter 10, verses 8-9. Believe that “the word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart . . . that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” That is very plain and simple.

			Look at verse 10a now to see further explanation of how this works. “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness,” means that it is a righteous thing to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, that he died on the cross to pay for our sins, and that after three days he rose from the dead. The rest of verse 10b states, “and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Salvation simply means the result of being saved. But saved from what? Saved from the fires of hell, God’s jail where you will spend eternity if unsaved. Our salvation also means we inherit eternal life in heaven with God and have fellowship with him both now and forever. So why not ask God to forgive that sin debt? Simply tell him in your own words that you believe that Jesus is his Son, that Jesus died on a cross to pay for all your sins, and that he was raised from the dead. Confess it to God, and if the opportunity presents itself, tell someone else.

			Next consider verse 13. This pertains to calling on the name of the Lord when you make you confession. What does that entail? It means to pray, to talk directly to God. Make that your focus. Lots of people say we should apologize to God for all the things we have done wrong, and I think that is a good idea, but it is not the main requirement. If in your prayer you have followed these instructions, I outlined above, then you have become a Christian. You are a child of God. You have a Savior, Jesus Christ. You also have the indwelling Holy Spirit, meaning that a part of God’s essence will now reside in you. This is
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