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This book is a research-based analytical work that engages with highly sensitive realities in history, politics, and society. It seeks to approach these issues with an intellectual lens—one that aims for understanding rather than condemnation, and for freeing public discourse from fear rather than provoking it.

The views expressed herein represent the author's personal analysis and perspective. They do not reflect the position of any institution, organization, or state.

Events, names, and contexts are mentioned within a general academic framework, without any intention to issue judgments against individuals, demonize groups, or incite hostility toward any religious, political, or sectarian party.

This work addresses deep structural challenges within Lebanese society, where sects, ideologies, arms, and state institutions intersect. Its purpose is to shed light on systemic dysfunction, not to assign collective blame to any component, nor to undermine the dignity of any individual, community, or belief.

Any resemblance between the content of this book and real persons or events is coincidental within an intellectual and analytical reading, and does not constitute accusation, defamation, or moral judgment.

The author and publisher bear no responsibility for any misuse or misleading interpretation of the content outside its intended research context.
No part of this work may be reproduced, transmitted, or quoted—whether in whole or in part—without prior written permission, in accordance with applicable international intellectual property laws.
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To the Lebanese consciousness— to the awareness that was never defeated, even when everything around it was.

To that hidden spark
that continues to glow in the hearts of the Lebanese,
despite the ashes,
despite the long night,
despite all that the world believed was the end of this country.
To those who still see in Lebanon
more than a geography,
more than a sect,
more than a balance of power.
To those who know that the state is an idea—
and that ideas do not die.
To the awareness whose echo lives on in every home that lost its safety,
every mother who lost her children,
every young person is still trying to rise despite the collapse.
To the consciousness that did not allow Lebanon to fall, even when everything else did.

To it, I dedicate this book—in the hope that it may serve as a mirror, in which the Lebanese can see their truth and their wounds, what must remain and what must change, so that a homeland may be born that resembles them, not the fear that once bound them.
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About This Work
Part II of the Series
This book is the second installment in the series
Lebanon: A Tale of an Unfinished Nation.
The first volume exposed the Lebanese crisis through a political and human narrative.
This volume goes further.
It confronts the core of the problem directly:
the structure of the state,
the rise of parallel power,
the role of arms in shaping national identity,
and the ongoing struggle between a country trying to reclaim its institutions
and an ideological project that extends far beyond Lebanon's borders.
This is not a continuation of the story for its own sake.
It is an attempt to name the real conflict as it is:
a battle between a state seeking sovereignty
and a system built on weapons, legitimacy claims,
and regional calculations that Lebanon cannot control.
Before governments fall, states weaken.
Before institutions collapse, meanings collapse.
And when meanings collapse, the nation becomes vulnerable to any force
capable of offering certainty—even if that certainty undermines the state itself.
This volume asks the questions that political discourse in Lebanon
has long avoided or buried:
What model of Lebanon is still viable?
What model has reached its end?
And how long can a state survive with a stronger power operating inside it?
This book does not seek to provoke.
It seeks to clarify.
To strip the crisis down to its essentials.
To expose the layer that lies beneath the symptoms—
the layer that defines whether Lebanon will continue as a state,
or merely as a geography shaped by competing projects.
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Roy Joseph Nasrallah

The authors' project spans three intellectual, spiritual, and political series—each seeking the human being in his fragility, consciousness in its transformations, and the homeland in its struggle with itself and with others.

I — The Spiritual and Philosophical Consciousness Series

A journey into the first question:
Who are we? And from where comes this light that never goes out?
The Light Beyond Death — A Journey of Consciousness and Return

The Road to Heaven — A Journey of Love and Faith

The Divine Court — The Monks' Last Testament

The Sixth Birth — When Light Knew Itself as Human

The Rebel Prophecy — When Intelligence Spoke

Day of Judgment

Several of these works have also been published in other languages as part of the author's translingual and transcultural literary project.

II — The Emotional Consciousness and Relationships Series

An inquiry into the form of a relationship when it becomes
a mirror of consciousness, not a battleground of wounds.
Me, As I Had Never Known Myself Before
A text on reconciliation with the self
as the foundation of every mature relationship.
The Rules of Mature Love — How to Build a Relationship That Endures Without Losing Yourself
A work in the architecture of human attachment,
where heart and mind find balance.
The Choices of Hearts — How We Move From Wounded Attachment to Mature Bonding
A journey into healing choice
and freeing the heart from cycles of harm.
III — The Lebanese Political Series

The project of state, identity, and destiny.
A radical reading of the struggle between state and ideology,
the intertwining of arms and authority,
and the Lebanese wound stretched between fear, memory,
and the search for a homeland.
Lebanon: A Tale of an Unfinished Nation — Part I

Lebanon Between the State and the Guardianship of the Jurist — Part II
(This current work explores the structure of arms, ideology, and the future of the state.)
This series continues to trace the fate of the Lebanese state,
the transformations of society,
and the possible choices for the future.
Closing Note

These works—those published and those yet to come—remain an attempt to understand the human being,
consciousness,
and the homeland:
a search for a path that does not get lost,
a light that does not fade,
and a state that may finally resemble the dreams of its own people.
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Foundational Premise and Methodological Framework of the Study

This book is grounded in a central analytical premise rooted in modern state theory, political sociology, and the study of armed non-state actors:
no viable Lebanese state can emerge, nor can any institutional reform be sustained, as long as a parallel armed authority maintains independent ideological legitimacy, autonomous coercive power, and the practical capacity to override sovereign institutions.
Lebanon's crisis is not merely a crisis of governance, bureaucracy, economy, or constitutional design.
It is fundamentally a crisis of sovereignty—a structural condition produced by the coexistence of a limited-capacity formal state and an armed ideological actor capable of exercising sovereign prerogatives traditionally reserved for the state, including decisions of war and peace, border control, internal security, and external alignment.
For decades, political life in Lebanon has been shaped by temporary arrangements attempting to manage rather than resolve this contradiction:
national unity governments, consociational adjustments, attempts to integrate the armed actor into state institutions, and short-lived political accommodations between the nominal state and the factual authority.
Global research on hybrid governance demonstrates that such arrangements do not weaken parallel armed structures. Instead, they:

normalize dual sovereignty,

deepen sectarian patronage economies,

institutionalize the presence of an actor above the state,

and transform exceptional conditions into permanent architecture.

Thus, Lebanon's collapse is not an anomaly but the predictable outcome of a system where the state does not monopolize legitimate force.

Structural Dimension: The Weapon and Sectarianism — An Inseparable Relationship

From the perspective of political sociology, the armed structure cannot be analytically separated from Lebanon's sectarian political system.
A non-state actor possessing independent coercive power and cross-border ideological alignment transforms the sectarian system from a political arrangement into a collective defense mechanism for all sectarian elites.
In this dynamic:

The weapon becomes a guarantee for the sectarian leader's survival,

communal fear becomes the justification for perpetual power-sharing,

and the state becomes dependent on informal consent from armed actors to exercise authority.

Therefore, the dismantling of the armed parallel structure is not merely a security measure,
but the foundational step toward dismantling the sectarian political order itself, because:
A civil state requires a unified state.
A unified state requires unified sovereignty.
Unified sovereignty requires a single monopoly over arms.
Maintaining the weapon—or seeking coexistence formulas that accommodate it—
inevitably entrenches political sectarianism,
extends the lifespan of sectarian elites,
and reproduces the patronage order in new forms.
It creates not solutions, but delays—
and every delay carries a higher cost.
Thus, from a structural perspective, any alternative to dismantling the armed parallel system is merely a continuation of the sectarian system, and therefore a continuation of the collapse.

Unified Foundational Premise

A sovereign, civil, and sustainable Lebanese state cannot emerge without dismantling the armed parallel structure in its three intertwined dimensions:
(1) its ideological legitimacy,
(2) its political–economic networks,
(3) and its functions as a system of parallel governance.
This dismantling is also the necessary gateway to dismantling Lebanon's sectarian order itself and to laying the foundations of a civil state.
Any alternative is not a solution but a reformulation of sectarianism and a deferred crisis
Research Methodology

Scope, Structure, and Analytical Approach

The study employs a multi-layered, interdisciplinary methodology that includes:

1. Historical–Genealogical Analysis

Tracing the doctrinal and jurisprudential roots of the political–religious system, from Jabal Amil through the Safavid era, the Najaf–Qom divergence, and the crystallization of Wilayat al-Faqih in the Iranian Revolution.

2. Political–Sociological Analysis of Armed Authority

Examining how armed legitimacy is formed, how identity and memory shape support bases, and how fear and marginalization produce the social environment sustaining the weapon.

3. Political Economy of the Parallel System

Analyzing patronage networks, financial flows, welfare mechanisms, border economies, and the ways these infrastructures compete with and undermine the formal state.

4. Governance and Institutional Analysis

Mapping the mechanisms through which the armed actor operates as a system of parallel governance—veto power, institutional influence, security autonomy, and selective integration into the state.

5. Comparative Case Studies

Drawing cautiously from cases such as the IRA, FARC, the Basque ETA, and post-conflict hybrid authorities in Africa and Asia, while recognizing the uniqueness of the Lebanese context.

6. Scenario Building and Strategic Roadmaps

Developing realistic pathways for structural transformation—distinguishing between unrealistic maximalist visions, destructive confrontational models, and viable long-term internal transformation rooted in shifts within the supporting environment.

Purpose of the Study

This book does not seek to demonize or sanctify any actor.
Its purpose is analytical, structural, and grounded in academic rigor.
It aims to answer a single, essential question:
What are the necessary conditions for the emergence of a sovereign, civil Lebanese state?
and why is dismantling the armed parallel structure, and with it the sectarian order it sustains,
The Indispensable First Step?
All subsequent chapters are constructed upon this premise and anchored within this methodological framework.
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This book is not a manifesto,
nor a political argument,
nor an attempt to persuade you of a single viewpoint.
It is an analytical journey—
one that moves through history,
society,
identity,
and regional geopolitics.
To read it well:

1. Read with distance, not with allegiance
Set aside political preferences,
fears,
and inherited narratives.
This is not a book for or against.
It is a book about understanding.
2. Read as someone seeking clarity
The subject is complex,
the events intertwined,
And the actors are numerous.
Approach each chapter as a puzzle piece
that gains meaning only when added to the whole.
3. Read with awareness of Lebanon's fragility
No analysis of Hezbollah is complete
without understanding the structural weaknesses
that shaped the Lebanese state
and allowed parallel powers to grow.
4. Read beyond the event
Do not stop at the immediate.
Every moment—from the 1980s to the post–October 7 period—belongs to a much larger arc of transformation.
5. Read with patience
This book unfolds in layers:
origins,
development,
regional roles,
internal dynamics,
and paths toward potential endings.
Each layer reveals something the previous one conceals.
6. Read with the understanding that the end is not an end.
In this book, the end does not mean disappearance,
But the end of a phase
and the beginning of another.
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Origins — The Birth of an Idea Before the Birth of a Force. 

Every political movement begins long before its name appears,
long before its first fighter rises,
and long before its structure takes shape.
It begins in a sentiment,
a fear,
a loss,
or a historical wound left open for generations.
Hezbollah did not emerge in 1982 alone.
Its earliest roots reach back to the religious schools of Jabal Amel,
to the social marginalization of a community,
to the fractures of the Lebanese state,
and to the geopolitical tremors that reshaped the Middle East
from the Iranian Revolution onward.
This section explores the pre-birth of Hezbollah—
the intellectual soil,
the social conditions,
and the regional shocks that made the rise of such a force not only possible, but, to many, almost inevitable.
We begin not with weapons,
but with ideas.
Not with battles, but with the identity crisis of a country
that has long searched for stability
beneath layers of conflict and contradiction.
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Prelude To Chapter One: The Idea Before the Weapon — Political-Religious Doctrine and Wilayat al-Faqih
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Before the rifles appeared,
before the banners were raised,
before the armed movements that reshaped the modern Middle East took form,
there was an idea.
And ideas—when planted in soil marked by deprivation,
shaped by fear,
and open to boundless interpretation—
rarely remain ideas.
They become doctrines.
Doctrines become projects.
Projects become forces.
Forces become systems.
And systems soon acquire the power
to impose themselves on states,
on societies,
and on the very flow of history.
Part One of this book does not examine a party, a militia, or a battlefield.
It turns to the original leverage point
that made all these realities possible:
the idea before the weapon.
For no weapon exists without a narrative,
no authority without a claim to legitimacy,
no resistance without a juridical foundation,
and no expansion without a political philosophy
capable of crossing borders
and reshaping the meaning of sovereignty itself.
This is where the story begins:
at the moment where religion meets politics,
where faith encounters power,
and where belief crosses the frontier of the state.
Why is this part essential?

Because any discussion of an armed political force
That it does not begin with its intellectual roots is a discussion missing its foundation.
The weapon is not the root.
it is the final fruit—
the result of a long intellectual tree
planted in seminaries,
in jurisprudential debates,
and in centuries-old quests for legitimacy
long before it descended into the street.
Understanding Hezbollah—
or any ideological actor with political and military reach—
requires tracing the genealogy of the idea:
Where did it originate?

How did it solidify into doctrine?

How did doctrine evolve into a state project?

And how did that project grow into a system?
capable of governing, replacing,
or surpassing existing states?
Part One explores the birth of this idea,
its evolution,
and its journey:
from the quiet hills of Jabal Amil,
to Safavid Iran searching for legitimacy,
to Qom, where the doctrine deepened,
and ultimately to Khomeini,
who forged it into a comprehensive system?
in which the jurist stands above the state,
above borders,
and above the concept of equal citizenship.
What will we examine in this part?

We will observe how the political-religious doctrine did not appear suddenly
nor descend fully formed.
It developed in layers:
the layer of traditional faith

followed by the layer of jurisprudence

Then the search for legitimacy in governance

The linking of religion to political sovereignty

The elevation of the jurist into a political leader

The adoption of arms as the practical extension of doctrine

Then the construction of a system
that operates above and beyond the state
We will see how the concept of Guardianship—Wilayat al-Faqih—

emerged from Jabal Amil

found political expression under the Safavids

deepened in Qom

and reached its full architecture under Khomeini,
forming a system in which the jurist becomes
the ultimate reference point above citizens,
constitutions,
and national boundaries.
We will also examine why faith can outweigh the state within the human being,
and why a doctrine—if not understood—
cannot be defeated
by bullets,
sanctions,
or wars.
Reform does not begin by confronting the doctrine with force, but by understanding it,
and by disentangling its political effects
from its spiritual foundations.
This is not a theological journey

but a political-philosophical exploration.

We are not questioning belief,
nor interpreting sacred texts,
nor entering sectarian disputes.
We are tracing how a text became authoritative,
how interpretation became
a political boundary,
a military boundary,
and ultimately,
a national boundary.
It is the central question:

How does religion become a state?
How does the state become a doctrine?
And when does a doctrine become a force?
with no territorial limits?
By the end of Part One

The reader will understand that the weapon
was not born in the southern suburbs,
nor in the Bekaa,
nor in the camps of the Revolutionary Guard.
It was born in jurisprudential debates
centuries earlier.
And that understanding of Lebanon today
does not begin with politics,
nor with security,
nor with the economy,
but with the first idea that entered this region—
and slowly grew into a project
that now stands above
the traditional architecture of states.
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Chapter One — The Political-Religious Creed:
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The Origin of a Power That Does Not Die

There exists, deep within the human being,
something no law can measure
and no border can contain—
something that slips past the body,
the language,
and the map.
It hides between fear and hope,
between injustice and salvation,
between the longing for strength
and the search for meaning
that can never be held in the hand.
That thing is the creed.

A creed is not a book,
nor a ritual,
nor a slogan.
It is the secret born in the moment
a human being confronts his own fragility
and seeks a force that lifts him out of weakness—
until he finds himself drawn to an idea
larger than his life,
one that grants him identity,
symbol,
protection,
and the sense that he belongs to something
beyond the limits of his individual existence.
In this sense, a creed is not religion.
Religion is faith, worship, and spiritual experience.
A creed is what emerges
when religion steps outside the realm of spirit
and enters the realm of politics—
when it stops being a path to God
and becomes a path to power.
And here,
the demon of history is born.
When Creed Becomes Political, It Becomes Stronger Than the State

Stronger than the army.
Stronger than the constitution.
Stronger than bread, electricity, budgets, and elections.
The state lives in institutions.
But a creed lives in hearts—
and hearts, no matter how tightly governments attempt to control them,
remain more rebellious than any geography.
Faith liberates the individual.
Political creed enslaves the state.
Religion protects the soul.
Political creed protects a project
that uses the soul as its instrument.
That is why states die,
but creeds do not.
Regimes fall,
but ideas endure.
Armies collapse,
but the message survives.
Thus, when a state confronts an armed political creed,
it is not fighting a force bound by time;
it is facing something timeless.
The state is a daughter of the moment.
The creed is a daughter of memory.
And memory does not negotiate.
A Creed Is Not an idea — It Is an Answer to Fear

Every political creed—regardless of its color—
is born from an ancient, collective fear:
Fear of annihilation.
Fear of the Other.
Fear of the past.
Fear of the future.
Fear of emptiness.
Fear that the previous catastrophe
will return.
In communities shaped by persecution,
the creed becomes the unconscious shield—
and shields are neither surrendered,
nor debated,
nor traded.
Here, the gun becomes an extension of the creed,
not merely a tool.
The weapon ceases to be metal.
it becomes a symbol
compensating for a wounded history.
And when the symbol becomes part of a collective identity,
no election,
no law,
no speech
can remove it.
Thus, it becomes futile to say:
Lay down your arms so we can build a state.
For a creed,
the state is not a shelter—
it is a potential threat.
When Political Religion Is Born:

How the Sacred Turns into Power

History teaches that any religion can become a political creed
when three conditions converge:
A community wounded in its memory

A ruling power-seeking sacred legitimacy

A jurist able to turn faith into authority

This happened in the 16th century,
when the Safavid state sought legitimacy
against the Ottomans.
It summoned the scholars of Jabal Amil
and transformed Shiism
from a spiritual school
into a state project.
And it happened again in the 20th century,
When the Iranian Revolution
sought to turn Islam
from ethics into governance.
Thus, Wilayat al-Faqih was reborn—
this time as an authority above the constitution,
above the people,
above borders.
In such a moment,
the jurist becomes a state
even if he never sits in a presidential palace.
The weapon becomes a religious text
even if it is not written in scripture.
Armed Creed:

When the Text Marries the Gun

An idea, as an idea, may fade.
A doctrine, as a doctrine, may erode.
But once a creed marries the gun,
it becomes a parallel state—
a system operating in the shadows,
drawing its legitimacy from:
The weakness of the formal state

the fear embedded in society

regional upheavals

sacred legitimacy granted not to nations but to communities

At that point,
the weapon becomes an obligation,
obedience becomes worship,
and the leader becomes
the shadow of a higher meaning.
The question is no longer:
Is the weapon useful?
but:
Is the weapon part of who we are?
And when a weapon becomes identity,
it cannot be dismantled by law,
defeated in elections,
or disarmed by speeches.
State vs. Creed:

A Fundamentally Unequal Battle

The state requires:

budgets

institutions

judiciary

army

stability

borders

international legitimacy

The creed requires:

fear

memory

symbol

leader

language

a founding event

That founding event—
whether war, martyrdom, or injustice—
operates as a constitution.
Memory becomes the court.
The leader becomes the state.
Thus, when a state stands against a creed,
it stands alone.
The state lacks deep sources of legitimacy.
It cannot match the narrative power
of a message.
The state says:
Give me some of your freedom
so I can protect you.
The creed says:
Give me your life,
and I will give you salvation.
Which voice wins
in a time of fear?
Why Creeds Do Not Die When Defeated

Because defeat becomes their new myth.

Armies lose when tanks leave the field.
Creeds lose when they enter memory—
and memory transforms:
defeat into sanctity

the leader into a martyr

The battle into a new origin story

A creed grows through wounds,
strengthens through deprivation,
hardens through siege.
Even when suppressed,
suppression does not kill it—
it reshapes it.
A Creed Cannot Be Killed —

But Its Political Power Can Be Dismantled

This is the core of the book.

We are not here to fight creeds.
Creeds are part of the human experience.
The real question is:

How do we prevent a creed from devouring the state?
And how do we protect the state?
from turning into a creed?
A creed belongs to conscience.
A state belongs to the constitution.
When this distinction collapses,
the chaos we live in is born.
Conclusion:

Lebanon Is Not Facing a Party — It Is Facing an idea

An idea with:

a history

a geography

a weapon

a community

a memory

a regional sponsor

a political theory
that emerged from religion
and became a parallel state
This is why the book begins here:
with the creed before the weapon,
human nature before political strategy,
fear before rhetoric.
Because a state that does not understand fear
cannot produce security.
A state that does not understand creed
cannot negotiate with those who carry it.
A state that does not understand
The history of the gun
cannot return the gun
to where it belongs.
Here,
the story begins—
The Story of Lebanon
caught between creed and state.
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Appendix — A State Without a Voice, and a Weapon Without Limits
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The shadow that confronted Lebanon in the first chapter was only the beginning of the story.
Occupations do not appear suddenly in the night,
nor do they descend like a mysterious storm.
A true occupation begins from within—
when the state loses its voice,
and another voice grows in its darkness.
There was a time when the Lebanese state stood in the center of the square,
trying to say something,
to scream,
to declare that it existed.
But its voice was lost between the walls of sectarianism,
between the shouting of leaders,
between the interests of foreign powers.
The sects approached it one after another,
as though they were heirs dividing a living corpse.
The first sect said:
– Protect me, and I will protect you.
The second said:
– Give me my share, and I'll give you loyalty.
The third said:
– The palace is yours; the street is mine.
But no one asked:
Where is the nation?
Where is the state?
At that moment, the void was born.
And void is the ideal incubator for occupations.
The Entry of Weapons into the Equation

The weapon, at first, was nothing more than a rifle raised by a wounded sect searching for lost safety.
But the rifle grew.
It became an army.
Then a creed.
Then a cross-border project surpassing the state.
And when the weapon becomes larger than the nation,
the nation withers,
and the rifle becomes the one that breathes.
Lebanon asked the state:
– Why did you fall silent?
The state replied:
– Because they took the hearing away from me.
Because the parliament meant to protect me became a square in their deals.
Because governments are tailored to the size of the strongest weapon, not the size of the constitution.
Then Iran entered the scene as a guest who arrived to stay.
Not as an army,
but as a project.
Not a traditional occupation,
but a network of influence stretching from decision-making to consciousness.
Iran said, with the logic of soft power:
– I am here because you allowed me.
I am here because the vacuum in your sovereignty needed someone to fill it.
I am here because your leaders opened the doors—seeking protection or profit.
The People Between Two Fires

The people stood in the middle of the road, torn between two fears:
A fear of an undeclared occupation,
and a fear of a weak state that protects no one.
The people asked the state:
– Can you save us?
The state said:
– I can only if you all return to me.
For the sect humiliates me,
the leader betrays me,
and the weapon confiscates my right.
The people approached Lebanon and asked:
– Can we begin again?
Lebanon said:
– Yes, but beginnings have a price.
And the price is not a revolution alone,
but awareness that precedes revolution.
The Truth About the Occupation That Must Be Said

The Iranian occupation of Lebanon is not a slogan,
not a conspiracy,
not an exaggeration.
It is a political fact,
a security fact,
a constitutional fact,
a social fact,
and a psychological fact living inside the daily fear of the Lebanese.
It is an occupation without flags,
without tanks,
without soldiers—
yet an occupation that holds the decision,
holds the power,
and will hold the future unless it is taken back.
At the end of Chapter Two, Lebanon said:
– There is no nation without a state.
No state without sovereignty.
And no sovereignty under a weapon stronger than the Constitution,
stronger than the people,
stronger than life itself.
This is a battle of existence—not a contest of influence.
A battle for us to decide, not for outsiders to decide on our behalf.
And from here, the book begins

From the moment the mask falls
and the truth appears as it is:
That Lebanon is no longer an independent state,
but a stage upon which a religious-military guardianship—called Wilayat al-Faqih—is operating.
From the crack that split the republic,
from the day decisions were made in Qom and executed in Beirut.
From the moment a state descended within the state,
and sovereignty was declared a corpse to be carried, not a nation to be protected.
Thus, the book begins—
not with polite analysis,
nor diplomatic language,
but with the voice of someone who knows
that a homeland is kidnapped,
not debated.
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Chapter Two — From Jabal Amil to the Safavid State:
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The Birth of a Theory Shaped by Fear, Memory, and the Quest for Legitimacy

There are moments in history when something emerges
greater than those who conceived it—
moments not crafted by careful design,
but born from disorder,
from a state's need for legitimacy,
a scholar's need for influence,
and a community's need for survival
in a world reshaped by conquest and collapse.
Wilayat al-Faqih, long before it became a political doctrine,
was first a wound,
a fear,
and a desperate search for protection.
And its beginning was not in Qom,
nor in Tehran,
but in Jabal Amil—
that small mountain whose scholars would one day influence
empires far larger than the land that carried them.
Jabal Amil — Where the Scholar Was Greater Than Geography

For centuries, Jabal Amil stood like an isolated intellectual island,
surrounded by hostile powers:
the Mamluks

the Ottomans

warring emirates

roaming tribes

fluctuating sectarian hierarchies

At that time, Shiite communities possessed:

no political authority

no army

no institutional protection

no state

Thus, the scholar became the state.

He served as judge, teacher, protector,
and the final refuge for a frightened population.
From this harsh margin emerged a religious consciousness
that who believe justice cannot be expected from rulers
but it must be produced from within the community itself.
This spirit of self-reliance generated a tradition
in which the scholar held more authority over people
than any governing power.
It was the soil in which the early seeds of guardianship were planted.
The Great Migration — When the Safavid State Needed Legitimacy

In the 16th century,
the Safavid state rose as a formidable military force—
but without coherent religious legitimacy.
Its early authority rested on:

Sufi charisma

dynastic heritage

tribal alliances

armed power

What it lacked was:

a jurisprudence

a unifying doctrine

a political theology

a mechanism to bind its subjects

and a differentiation from the Ottoman Sunnis surrounding it

So, the Safavids looked toward Jabal Amil.

They were not merely seeking scholars;
they were seeking a theory—
a concept capable of reorganizing power
and anchoring their empire in sacred legitimacy.
Thus began the Great Migration
of Jabal Amils scholars to Iran—
a migration that changed the region
more profoundly than shifting borders ever could.
Al-Muhaqqiq al-Karaki — The First Father of the Theory

At the center of this transformation stood al-Muhaqqiq al-Karaki,
the jurist who saw in Safavid Iran
an opportunity to move jurisprudence
from the world of texts
into the world of governance.
He did not articulate modern Wilayat al-Faqih,
but he planted its first seed:
that the jurist holds authority over public affairs
During the Imam's occultation
that the state requires the jurist's legitimacy
as much as the jurist requires its protection
Thus began the first marriage
between religious authority and political power—
unequal,
but necessary.
For the first time, the jurist moved
from the margins of society
to the center of the state.
From Text to Power —

How Jurisprudence Became a Tool of Rule

In Jabal Amil, jurisprudence guided the community.
In Safavid Iran, it began to guide the state.
Legal rulings expanded:

from books → to courts
from courts → to administration
from administration → to the military
from military → to political hierarchy
from hierarchy → to identity
A dangerous shift was underway:

The law no longer came from the state.
The state now came from the jurist.
Why Najaf Rejected Absolute Guardianship

Here, the intellectual divide emerged.

Najaf upheld a tradition in which:

The scholar guides, but does not rule; religion protects society, but does not govern the state. Jurisprudence shapes morality, not politics. Civil governance is a safeguard, not a betrayal of faith

Najaf rejected turning the jurist into a ruler.
It rejected replacing political caliphates
with religious ones.
This refusal defined the centuries to come.

What Qom embraced,
Najaf rejected.
What Tehran institutionalized,
Najaf warned against.
Humanity now lives within the consequences
of these two opposing visions:
Religion that guides society,

or religion that governs the state.

From Safavids to Revolution —

When Wilayat al-Faqih Became a constitution

Centuries later, Khomeini revisited this Safavid experiment
and stretched it to its ultimate limits.
In exile, he articulated absolute guardianship:

The jurist is:

the political guardian of the nation

the supreme authority above the constitution

the head of the armed forces

the arbiter of legislation

the overseer of the state's moral direction

With the revolution's victory, the doctrine moved:

from book → to constitution
from lesson → to battlefield
from seminary → to the Revolutionary Guard
The idea became a state.
The state became an axis.
The axis became a regional project.
The Birth of Political Shiism —

When Loyalty Crossed Borders

Shiite communities were no longer simply citizens.
They acquired a new political identity—
one tied to a transnational religious center in Iran.
It resembled the medieval Church,
but with one crucial difference:
Rome had no ideological armies.
Modern Iran did.
Thus emerged a model in which:

A religious community inside a state
anchors its political loyalty
in a reference outside the state.
This was more dangerous than anything that preceded it.

And it was the soil from which Hezbollah emerged— not as a local Lebanese phenomenon, but as an extension of a centuries-old theory stronger than Lebanon's borders.

From al-Karaki to al-Naraqi to Khomeini: A Journey Across Three Centuries

Al-Karaki laid the groundwork.
Al-Naraqi named the doctrine.
Khomeini turned it into a state.
Al-Karaki placed the jurist near the throne.
Al-Naraqi placed the throne in the jurist's hands.
Khomeini placed the state beneath the jurist.
From this lineage,
Hezbollah was born—
not from Lebanon's political needs,
but from a theory older than Lebanon itself.
Conclusion

A Theory Too Large for a Small State

The idea was born in Jabal Amil
was never Lebanese in purpose,
but its roots were closer to Lebanon
than to Iran.
Wilayat al-Faqih was not a theological breakthrough.
It was a historical transformation
that redefined:
religion and state

jurist and authority

community and protection

identity and power

Understanding this chapter is essential for understanding everything that follows:

weapons,
statehood,
loyalty,
war,
peace,
the regional axis,
and finally:
Can a small state contain a theory
that was designed to contain states?
Thus, ends Chapter Two
and the path opens toward Chapter Three:
Hezbollah — When the Theory Crosses Borders
and becomes the Power in Lebanon.
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Symbolic Dialogue Appendix: Al-Karaki, al-Naraqi, and Khomeini — A Conversation Across Three Centuries
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The hall had no time,
as if it were a library suspended between earth and sky—
a place where only the breathing of books could be heard.
Suddenly, three men appeared, each carrying the features of his own age:

al-Karaki, dressed as a scholar from the era of sultans and provincial rulers,

al-Naraqi, with the calm gravity of a jurist who lived in a world without a state,

and Khomeini, bearing the sternness of a man who forged a state from an idea.

They sat around a table made of light.

Al-Muhaqqiq al-Karaki spoke first, for he was the eldest:

I was the first to say that the jurist holds authority during the occultation— an authority that substitutes the Imam in matters of judgment, endowments, and legal limits.
But never did I claim that this authority extends over the entire state.
It was a guardianship meant to preserve the law,
not to rule people by doctrine.
Ahmad al-Naraqi smiled gently:

Master, you opened the door,
and I widened the path.
In my time, there was no just ruler,
no stable state,
and people needed someone to care for them.
So I wrote:
Whatever authority the Prophet and the Imams possessed is held by the jurist in their absence.
I sought balance in a world that had lost its center.
I did not intend to build an empire— only to give society a reference that could protect it from injustice.
Khomeini intervened, his voice carrying the echo of a revolution:

And I took your thought one step further.

The Sharia dies without a state.
A jurist without power becomes a preacher on the margins.
I said: Guardianship is not a legal concept—
it is a project of governance.
If we seek justice,
authority must lie in the hands of the one who understands the divine law.
A qualified jurist is the most rightful to rule.
My revolution was not only against the Shah—
it was against the jurisprudence that remained trapped in books, while the nation was left orphaned.
Al-Karaki raised his eyebrows, startled by the magnitude of the claim:

I spoke of guardianship within narrow limits,
and you transformed it into an absolute authority encompassing all powers.
Who guarantees that power in the name of religion?
does not turn into tyranny?
Khomeini replied with certainty:

Tyranny arises when power is left to the unjust,
not when it is held by the righteous.
If the guardian-jurist is just, learned, ascetic,
the nation is safe.
And if the jurist becomes corrupt,
his rule falls away by law.
Al-Naraqi reflected, his voice carrying the weight of caution:

But Imam, jurists are human.
Power tempts,
the state seduces,
and giving one man all authority risks the fall of an entire nation if he falls.
And who guarantees that every age will bring forth a righteous man?

Al-Karaki added, his tone like a warning from another century:

In my jurisprudence, the jurist served the law—
he did not rule the world.
I fear that if guardianship expands too far,
it becomes a sword over people's necks.
When religion enters the realm of power,
either power becomes pure,
or religion becomes worldly.
Khomeini paused, then spoke with firm conviction but without harshness:

The issue is not in the idea—
it is in how it is practiced.
Guardianship may be misused,
but it remains the only path to prevent injustice.
Leave power to politicians,
and religion is lost—
and the nation with it.
Al-Naraqi laughed softly, a laugh filled with wisdom:

And if we give power to jurists, will politics not be lost instead?

Will religion not turn into administration?
wearing a worldly face?
I wrote of guardianship to heal a deficiency,
not to build a state were power changes hands only with death.
Al-Karaki leaned closer to Khomeini and asked plainly:

Is the guardian-jurist above the nation,
or in its service?
Khomeini answered immediately:

In its service.

But service requires authority.

Al-Naraqi raised his hand, as if trying to unite two different eras:

Perhaps guardianship is a living idea,
expanding or shrinking according to the needs of each age.
You, Master, made it a guardianship of preservation.

I made it a guardianship of administration.

The Imam here made it a guardianship of the state.

But the real question is this:
Do people accept an authority they did not choose?
Al-Karaki then spoke as if addressing the present more than the past:

A guardianship imposed by force is no guardianship.

And a religion tied to weapons loses its spiritual face.

The danger is not in the idea—
but in the moment, it becomes a power that surpasses the society it claims to protect.
Khomeini replied, with unusual calm:

Perhaps every age has its own questions.

I acted according to what I saw as justice in a time when justice was absent.

And every nation has the right to review what comes after me.

Guardianship is not a closed text—
it is an ongoing interpretation.
The three looked at one another,
as if aware that the future would judge them all.
Then al-Naraqi concluded the dialogue:

From al-Karaki, to al-Naraqi, to Khomeini—
guardianship was an attempt to answer a single question:
Who protects the community when the Imam is absent?
But the greater question remains unresolved:
Who protects the community?
when the jurists themselves disagree
on the limits of guardianship?
And silence fell—
a silence like a moment in which history waits
for someone to write the next chapter.
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