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​Introduction
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Jesus told the disciples that He would give us the keys to the Kingdom. We know that He spoke of authority and access. The Kingdom Citizens series is designed to help believers live daily as followers of Christ. 

Kingdom Citizens gives brief and vital information teaching Christians how to live under God’s rule in a world that is opposed to Christ. It is our prayer that you will be blessed by the materials presented. Jesus said that it is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the Kingdom.

In this Issue:

God has a standard of living that we, as believers, must live by. However, we must remember that our good works and acts must be a product of Christ’s character being formed in us. In this publication, we will examine the proper conduct for the Christian.
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​-Section 1-

The Spirit’s Involvement
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All nations, provinces, countries, towns, cities, and territories have laws that govern them. They set laws as standards of conduct. They are in place to prohibit citizens from engaging in unlawful acts. The same is true in the Kingdom of God. 

God’s Standard

God has a standard of living that we, as believers, must live by. However, we must remember that our good works and acts must be a product of Christ’s character being formed in us. 

Because of their bad character traits, Christ condemned the Pharisees’ good works. Our good works will also be nothing, if the nature of Christ is not in us. 

After the nature of Christ is in us, we must live according to His standards. We must live by the Spirit and not by the flesh. 

Paul informs the believers at Galatia that if they would live by the Spirit, they would be able to control the flesh. 

Live by the Spirit

This same rule applies to us today. To have Kingdom Conduct, we also have to live by the Spirit. It must be adhered to if we want to have the proper conduct. 

How can we live by and obey the Spirit of God? How can we walk  in the Spirit? We are instructed through the Word and by ministers to walk in the Spirit. It sounds good, but many are unsure of how to do it 

First, we must acknowledge and recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in us. Then, we must respond to His leading and allow Him to control and guide our everyday actions. 

But I say, “Walk and live habitually in the (Holy) Spirit – responsive  to and controlled by the Spirit; hen you will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh – of human nature without God.” (Galatians 5:16 Amplified)

When we live by the Spirit, we will find ourselves not falling into the same snares of our flesh and of the enemy. In order to have conduct fitting for the Kingdom, we must overcome the flesh. 

Some do not know how to overcome the flesh. Others believe that all evil thoughts and actions are from demonic spirits. 

The Necessity of Discernment

Because of certain teachings, we blame our fleshly desires on demonic activity rather than face them. In my book, The World, The Flesh, and The Devil, I discussed how to recognize the difference. Here is an excerpt:

“With the discovery of the existence of demons and the reality of spiritual warfare, believers today continue to place the blame for their desire to sin on the devil. 

Believers have become so “spirit conscience” that they fail to realize that what they are calling a spirit is actually a characteristic of the flesh. 

Because of this, believers fail to crucify the flesh and mortify its deeds. If someone is upset, it is said, “He has a spirit of anger.” If someone is full of pride, it is said, “He has a spirit of pride.” In addition, if someone operates in lust, it is said, “He has a spirit of lust.” Yet, the scriptures call all of these characterize deeds of the flesh. 

Therefore, when sinful desires manifest in the flesh, the believer does not deal with his flesh, but rather places the blame on a “spirit.” The believer is deceived. He will inevitably lead a defeated life because he will feel something beyond his control causes his sinful desires. He is, in actuality, fighting with an imaginary enemy. Paul tells us: 

I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air. (I Corinthians 9:26)

When the believer cannot discern between what is flesh and what is a demonic spirit, he is running uncertainly and fighting as one beating the air. It is important to note that before one can deal with the flesh, he must first be able to discern what is flesh and what is a spirit. 

Distinguishing between flesh and spirit is simpler than what believers have been traditionally taught. Believers have been exposed to numerous teachings concerning the spiritual realm and demons. Many have taught that Christians cannot have demons, while others believe that it is possible. They have been taught that demons are not real and that they are real. The list goes on and on. 

In spite of all of these teachings, believers continue to struggle in their flesh on a daily basis. To simplify the subject of what is flesh and what is spirit, one must only look to the Word. Jesus also addressed the subject by saying: 

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest; and finding none, he saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out. And when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits more wicked than himself; and they enter in, and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first. (Luke 11:24-26)

Jesus says that once an unclean spirit leaves out of a man, it looks for a place to rest. If it cannot find a new home, it will return to the man it came out of. Once back, it finds the man (house) empty and clean. We must be wise. If we do not fill our “house” with Christ and the Word after we are delivered from bondage, the enemy  may be able to put us back into bondage. 

The enemy has no more control over a believer than what the believer gives him. When an individual is converted, the power and control of sin is broken in his life. Still, many new converts are neither strong nor knowledgeable enough to maintain freedom in every area of their lives. 

Does this mean that spirits will be in them? Of course not! The principle set forth in this scripture is that a spirit may be present when there is an area of weakness in the flesh, which is not submitted to Christ. 

Therefore, to be able to distinguish between what is flesh and spirit is simple. Again, wherever there is a weakness, the potential for a spirit to operate there is present. We must realize also that once the weak area is overcome, the door to the enemy is closed. 

We must learn to close every door to the enemy. If we deal with our sinful desires, the concern with spirits will decrease and we can focus wholly on our personal walk with God. The goal is not to necessarily fight the enemy or temptation, but to draw closer to God.” (Excerpt from The World, The Flesh, and The Devil, pgs. 23-25) 

Galatians 5:19-20 gives us a list of some of the attributes of the flesh. They are as follows: sexual immorality, impurity, and debauchery, idolatry and witchcraft, hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension, factions and envy, drunkenness, and orgies (NIV). 

We must understand that if we are exhibiting any of these traits in our lifestyle, our conduct will not be suitable for Kingdom living. We must not be afraid to say these things are in our flesh. 

We must be careful not to refer to these “workings of the flesh” as spirits, when  they  are  not.  The  works  of  the flesh must be crucified. 

In our publication, “Let This Mind Be In You,” we discussed character. It is understood that our conduct is a direct reflection of our character. Therefore, if you develop character, the right conduct is soon to follow. Conversely, the reverse of this may not work in the same manner. We have numerous examples in the Bible of individuals who had the right conduct, but character was nonexistent. 
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