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​Introduction: In the Realm of "Kulluhu Sirr"
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Within the intellectual history of the Islamicate civilization, the boundaries delineating empirical science, systematic theology, and the occult sciences were never rigid; rather, they constituted a space of continuous intersection and epistemological cross-pollination. The study of the "unseen world" ('Ulum al-Ghayb) or what is known as the "strange sciences" ('Ulum al-Gharibah) is not merely a chronicling of superstitious rituals. It is an exploration of humanity's attempt to understand the hidden mechanics of the cosmos and to decode the interplay between the material world (the microcosm) and the spiritual, celestial realm (the macrocosm).

This book serves as a comprehensive and deconstructive guide to the system of the "Five Hidden Sciences," encapsulated in the iconic mnemonic "Kulluhu Sirr" (It is all a mystery). These are: Kimiya (Alchemy), Limiya (Talismanry/Spirit Subjugation), Himiya (Astral Magic), Simiya (Letter Magic), and Rimiya (Conjuring/Illusionism). Representing the zenith of natural philosophy and applied mysticism in the Islamic world, these sciences sought to formulate the interactions between human volition, celestial radiation, and primordial matter.

Throughout this work, we will delve into the depths of the "Science of Letters" ('Ilm al-Huruf). This science does not view the alphabet merely as a tool for communication, but rather as the structural "DNA" and ontological fabric of the universe itself. We will discover how letters such as "Kaf" (ك), "Ha" (هـ), and "Ra" (ر) became keys to the creation of existence and instruments for manifesting influence over matter and spirit.

By reviewing the monumental contributions of giants such as Jabir ibn Hayyan in alchemy, Ahmad al-Buni in talismanry, and Ibn al-'Arabi in the metaphysics of letters, all the way to the sociological analysis of Ibn Khaldun and the jurisprudential critiques of Ibn Taymiyyah, this book presents an intellectual panorama of the controversies these sciences provoked. It is a journey that transcends the physical chemical laboratory to reach the "alchemy of happiness" and the refinement of the soul, where the human being ultimately transforms into a "living talisman" reflecting the Creator's ingenuity.

This book is not merely a historical narrative. It is an attempt to reread Islamicate intellectual ambition in its most extreme manifestations; an ambition that profoundly believed humanity, through the mastery of letters, elements, and the architecture of the heavens, possessed the capacity to decode the syntax of creation and wield the mechanics of the cosmos to understand the Creator.
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Within the intellectual history of the Islamicate world, the boundaries delineating empirical science, systematic theology, and the occult have frequently been porous, characterized by extensive cross-pollination rather than rigid epistemological demarcation. The study of the unseen, traditionally categorized as the sciences of the hidden ('Ulum al-Ghayb) or the occult sciences ('Ulum al-Gharibah), encompasses a vast array of disciplines that seek to decode the hidden mechanics of the cosmos. These disciplines are predicated on a holistic, interconnected cosmological worldview in which the material universe—the terrestrial microcosm—is intimately and inextricably linked to the celestial and spiritual realms, constituting the macrocosm. Within this prevailing paradigm, the practice of magic is not merely an accumulation of superstitious rituals or irrational folklore, but a highly systematized, rationalized approach to natural philosophy, heavily influenced by Hellenistic, Hermetic, Neoplatonic, and indigenous Persian and Indian thought.

At the zenith of this esoteric taxonomy lies a specific, highly structured subset of disciplines known as the Five Hidden Sciences (Al-Ulum al-Khafiyya). These sciences represent the pinnacle of theoretical and applied occultism in the pre-modern Islamic world, embodying a systematic attempt to codify the interactions between human volition, celestial radiation, and elemental matter. They are traditionally memorialized through the mnemonic acronym Kulluhu Sirr (كُلُّهُ سِرّ, translating to "It is all a mystery"), derived from the initial Arabic letters of each respective discipline: Kimiya (Alchemy), Limiya (Talismanry/Subjugation), Himiya (Astral Magic/Spells), Simiya (Letter Magic/Illusion), and Rimiya (Conjuring/Sleight of hand).

The central focus of this exhaustive analysis is Himiya (الهيمياء), a sophisticated branch of the occult sciences that operates precisely at the intersection of astral magic, sympathetic resonance, and the subjugation of spiritual entities. Himiya is systematically defined as the science that elucidates how the powers of the higher spiritual world can be combined with the base elements of the terrestrial world to produce extraordinary, awe-inspiring effects. Unlike disciplines that rely purely on psychological manipulation, theatrical illusion, or the abstract contemplation of divine names, Himiya asserts a profound physical and metaphysical efficacy. It operates on the rigorous philosophical belief that celestial configurations can be mechanically anchored to material forms to guarantee specific, observable outcomes in the natural world.

The Taxonomy of the Five Hidden Sciences (Kulluhu Sirr)

To fully comprehend the structural placement, theoretical mechanics, and historical controversies surrounding Himiya, it is absolutely necessary to contextualize it within the broader framework of the 'Ulum al-Khafiyya. These five sciences demonstrate a comprehensive, holistic approach to manipulating reality, categorizing the diverse methodologies by which a practitioner interacts with both the seen and unseen worlds. The differentiation between these sciences is not merely semantic; it reflects fundamentally distinct philosophical theories regarding causality, matter, and the nature of the soul.

According to the classifications established by early modern encyclopedists such as Hajji Khalifah, and further illuminated by contemporary academic historians of Islamic esotericism such as Liana Saif, the Five Hidden Sciences map out a spectrum of occult engagement ranging from the purely material to the purely spiritual.

	Hidden Science (Transliteration)

	Arabic Term

	Primary Domain of Operation

	Conceptual Mechanism and Methodology


	Kimiya

	كيمياء

	Alchemy and Spagyrics

	The science of transmutation. It involves manipulating the physical and chemical properties of base metals to elevate them into noble metals (gold or silver) using the Elixir. Metaphysically, it represents the transformation of the human soul toward the Divine.


	Limiya

	ليمياء

	Subjugation of Spirits (Taskhir)

	The knowledge of subjugation. It teaches the practitioner how to establish a psychological, spiritual, and systemic connection with higher entities (such as the jinn, angels, or planetary spirits) to bring them under direct control without necessarily relying on material vessels.


	Himiya

	هيمياء

	Astral Magic and Talismans

	The science of spells and celestial engineering. It involves combining the powers of the higher spiritual world with the base elements of the earth. This relies on the theory that heavenly forms (astrological configurations) can be anchored to material forms to guarantee specific effects.



Himiya, therefore, occupies a unique, highly potent space between the purely spiritual invocations of Limiya and the material transmutations of Kimiya. It is the applied science of cosmic engineering. If Limiya represents the diplomatic or coercive negotiation with an astral entity, Himiya provides the architectural framework—the physical talismanic scaffolding—that forces the entity's power to manifest in a specific earthly context. This heavy reliance on the material anchoring of celestial powers makes Himiya arguably the most potent and historically contentious of the occult sciences, as it directly attempts to override the immediate natural order by invoking and weaponizing a higher, hidden natural law.

The Ontological Architecture of 'Ilm al-Huruf (The Science of Letters)

A critical, foundational component of all Islamicate occult sciences, particularly Himiya and Simiya, is the Science of Letters ('Ilm al-Huruf, also known as 'Ilm al-Jafr or Islamic lettrism). To understand the mechanics of Himiya, one must first grasp the linguistic ontology that underpins it. This discipline posits that the Arabic alphabet is not merely a conventional tool developed for human communication, but the very ontological fabric and structural DNA of the universe itself. According to this doctrine, God brought the cosmos into existence through divine speech—specifically the command "Kun" (Be). Consequently, the letters of the Arabic alphabet are the structural blueprints of reality, containing specific mathematical, elemental, and spiritual properties that can be decoded, isolated, and weaponized by the learned practitioner.

Within this system, the 28 letters of the Arabic alphabet are assigned specific numerical values in a system known as Hisab al-Jummal or the Abjad system. This numerological framework, which shares historical and structural similarities with Hebrew Gematria and Greek Isopsephy, allows words, names, and Qur'anic verses to be reduced to mathematical totals. These totals are then used to 

uncover hidden connections between seemingly disparate concepts, or to construct magic squares (Awfaq) that resonate with specific celestial frequencies.

The Abjad Numerological System

The Abjad system breaks the alphabet into sequential numerical values, grouping them by ones, tens, hundreds, and thousands.

Beyond mere mathematics, the masters of this discipline divide the letters into luminous letters (those used in the mysterious opening letters of Qur'anic chapters, the Muqatta'at) and dark letters. Furthermore, they are categorized by their temperaments—hot and dry, cold and wet, hot and wet, cold and dry—directly mapping them to the classical elements. Historically, two distinct schools of lettrism developed: the ahl al-asrar (the people of secrets), which refers to the system utilized by the Muslims of northwestern Africa, Andalusia, and the Bilad as-Sudan (often associated with Ahmad al-Buni); and the ahl al-anwar (the people of illumination), which refers to the system devised in the Islamic East.

The Esoteric Morphology and Elemental Nature of the Letter Ha (هـ)

To master Himiya, one must intimately understand the alphabetical components that form its very name. Within the Science of Letters, the letter Ha (هـ) holds profound, multifaceted esoteric significance. It is imperative to distinguish the "light" Ha (هـ), which begins the word Himiya, from the "heavy" or emphatic Ha (ح). The conflation of these two letters is a common error among novices, but in the highly precise mathematics of the occult, they represent entirely different cosmic forces.

The Heavy Ha (ح): Majesty and Praise

The heavy Ha (ح) is a voiceless pharyngeal fricative, pronounced deep in the throat. It is the eighth letter of the Abjad system, carrying a numerical value of 8. Esoterically, the heavy Ha represents praise, protection, and divine majesty. It is the foundational letter of the word Hamd (perfect praise) and initiates the most frequently spoken phrase in Islam: Alhamdulillah (All praise is due to Allah).

The number 8 carries profound significance across Islamic angelology and cosmology. It symbolizes the transition from earthly reality (represented by the number seven) to divine reality (represented by the number eight)—the number that exists beyond completion. Theologians and occultists note that while four angels currently bear the Throne of God, on the Day of Judgment, eight angels will bear the Throne, signifying the absolute manifestation of divine sovereignty. The heavy Ha (ح) combined with Mim (م) forms the Muqatta'at (opening letters) of seven continuous chapters in the Qur'an (from Ghafir through Al-Ahqaf), interpreted by some mystics as representing the divine attributes of Al-Hayy (The Ever-Living) and Al-Qayyum (The Sustainer).

The Light Ha (هـ): Breath, Ether, and the Divine Ipseity

In stark contrast, the light Ha (هـ)—the letter that initiates the word Himiya (هيمياء)—carries entirely different metaphysical baggage. It is the 26th letter in the standard Arabic alphabet but crucially occupies the 5th position in the Abjad numerical sequence, giving it a value of 5.

The numerical value of 5 assigned to the letter Ha (هـ) serves as a focal point for extensive mystical speculation, particularly in Sufi and occult hermeneutics. The number 5 represents the crystallization of divine order in the human and operational spheres. It corresponds mechanically to the five pillars of Islam, the five daily obligatory prayers (Salat), the five senses of human perception, and the five levels of the spiritual heart. Ultimately, it culminates in the concept of Huwiya—the Divine Ipseity, or the absolute, unknowable "He-ness" of God. The pronoun Huwa (He), used extensively in Sufi chanting, ends with this very letter, cementing its association with the ultimate essence of the Divine.

Furthermore, the letter Ha (هـ) is frequently associated with the concept of breath (Nafas) and the fundamental life force. The phonetic articulation of هـ is an unvoiced glottal fricative, originating deep within the chest and mimicking the literal act of exhalation. Occultists argue that this letter represents the "Breath of the Compassionate" (Nafas al-Rahman), a philosophical concept advanced by Ibn Arabi denoting the primordial exhalation that externalized the latent possibilities of the universe, bringing them from non-existence into actualized reality. Because Himiya requires the infusion of spiritual energy into inanimate material forms (such as talismans), the esoteric properties of the letter Ha (هـ)—symbolizing breath, life force, and divine ipseity—make it the central alphabetical locus for the animation and activation of magical artifacts.

Elemental Associations of the Alphabet

The physical mechanics of Himiya rely heavily on the classical theory of the four elements—fire, air, water, and earth—which was inherited from Greek philosophy, refined by Hellenistic Egyptians, and fully naturalized into Islamic cosmology. In 'Ilm al-Huruf, the 28 letters of the Arabic alphabet are evenly divided into four elemental categories, each containing exactly seven letters.

The exact elemental assignment of the letter Ha (هـ) varies slightly depending on whether one uses the Eastern or Western system, but the most authoritative tradition for talismanic construction, famously codified by Ahmad al-Buni in the Maghribi system, assigns the letter Ha (هـ) unequivocally to the element of Fire.

	Classical Element

	Temperament

	Associated Arabic Letters (Maghribi/Andalusian Order)


	Fire

	Hot

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	








	Astrological Timing: Time, in the occult sciences, is not a uniform progression but a constantly shifting landscape of qualitative energies. The practitioner must wait for the exact moment when the target planet or star is in a dominant and favorable astrological position. This means the planet must be in its domicile (ruling sign) or exaltation, and strictly unafflicted by malefic planets. This ensures that the celestial energy being tapped is at its peak potency and purity.

	Material Resonance: The terrestrial vessel cannot be chosen at random; it must be made of materials that possess a natural, inherent sympathetic resonance with the target celestial body. For example, a talisman intended to capture the aggressive, martial energy of Mars must be made of iron, whereas one intended for the harmonious, attractive energy of Venus must be crafted from copper. The practitioner utilizes specific incense suffumigations (also ruled by the planets) to "feed" the descending spirit and create a hospitable atmospheric environment.

	Symbolic Subjugation and Inscription: The practitioner carves or inscribes specific symbols, magic squares (Awfaq), verses from the Qur'an, and divine names onto the material. These inscriptions utilize the Science of Letters ('Ilm al-Huruf) to calculate the exact numerical resonance required to bind the spirit.



























	Prophets (Anbiya): The souls of prophets possess an innate, divinely bestowed capacity to bypass the normal chain of causality. Their miracles (Mu'jizat) are performed effortlessly, without the need for external tools, astrological timing, or spells. Furthermore, a prophet is inherently fitted for good actions and is structurally, morally incapable of utilizing their power for evil or selfish purposes.

	Saints (Awliya): The souls of saints are elevated through rigorous asceticism, piety, and devotion to God. Their marvels (Karamat) are gifts from God, achieved not through technical manipulation of nature, but through the profound purity of their spiritual state. Like prophets, their actions are completely aligned with the divine will.

	Sorcerers and Magicians (Sahara): Practitioners of magic, including those who utilize Himiya, possess souls that are capable of interacting with the unseen, but they are inherently weaker. They require technical aids—such as talismans, astrological alignments, incantations, and magic squares—to focus their power and bring it into actuality. Crucially, Ibn Khaldun asserts that the defining characteristic of the sorcerer's soul is its capacity for both good and evil, with a frequent, dangerous inclination toward selfish, destructive, or worldly desires.
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