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Chapter One

Princess Ava and her best friend, Prince Finn, were in the garden of The Magic Pet Shop, surrounded by all kinds of amazing animals. They were splashing in a paddling pool full of water. It was a beautiful day in Twinkleton-under-Beanstalk. The sky was a brilliant blue, and the hot sun beamed down as a gentle breeze ruffled the leaves in the trees.
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There was a loud trumpeting sound as the elepops sucked up water from the pool with their trunks. Princess Ava shrieked as the elepops sprayed the water high up into the sky, and she and Finn ran through the cool water. 

The sun shone through the droplets, casting tiny rainbows in the air. It reminded Ava of her pet, Pugicorn, and his magical power. Pugicorn had a rainbow-coloured horn. He could move objects with its magic and send out beautiful rays of light from it too!

Pugicorn jumped up, trying to catch the droplets in his mouth. He shook the water off his fur, then barked at the elepops.

“I think Pugicorn wants you to do it again!” Ava giggled. 

The elepops trumpeted and sucked up another trunkful of water.

“This is the perfect way to cool down!” Ava said as she danced beneath the shower of water.

Prince Finn’s pet glitterbird, Goldie, squawked as she got caught in the spray. It made her golden feathers shine even brighter, but she ruffled them crossly, shaking off  the sparkling droplets.

“I don’t think Goldie agrees!” Finn smiled. “She doesn’t like her wings getting wet.”

Ava looked down at her dripping wet dress and laughed. “We should probably dry off in case any customers come into the shop.”

The elepops trumpeted again and aimed their trunks towards Finn and Ava. But this time they didn’t spray water at them. They blew a steady blast of warm air until Ava and Finn were perfectly dry.

They went inside the shop and found Mrs Paws sitting in her favourite comfy chair behind the counter. She was grooming a very fluffy La-La-Llama while sipping on a cold drink.

“We haven’t had many customers,” she told them. “It’s such a lovely day I think everybody is making the most of the sunshine!”

Ava loved helping at The Magic Pet Shop. Every time she visited, there were new magical pets for her to meet. She wandered over to check on their newest arrival – a baby rainbowroo. It had a pretty rainbow tail and when it saw Ava, it began hopping up and down excitedly.
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Ava held out a handful of hoppy treats, and the baby rainbowroo gobbled them down quickly.

“That tickles!” Ava laughed as it licked at her palm.

While Mrs Paws and Finn went to feed the elepops, Ava pulled out her notebook from her dress pocket and started a new entry. She wrote all about the rainbowroo and drew a picture of it. Every time she met a new magical animal, Ava made a note in her notebook. She would write the things that it liked to eat, its magical powers and anything else that might be important. One day she’d know as much about magical animals as Mrs Paws did!

Behind the counter, the phone rang. Ava hurried over to answer it.

[image: Princess Ava stands with a telephone held to her ear. The telephone is mounted on a wooden wall behind her.]
“Hello, The Magic Pet Shop,” Ava said.

“Ava, is that you?” the tinkling voice on the other end of the line asked.

“Millie?” Ava replied. “Are you OK?” She would know the sound of Millie the mermaid’s voice anywhere.

“Oh, Ava,” Millie cried. “I need your help! Poor Starwhal is feeling terribly sad. I’ve tried everything but I just can’t cheer her up. I was thinking a new toy to play with might make her feel better – do you have any horn hoops?”

“Let me check,” Ava said as she walked over to the toy section. The pet shop had a huge selection of toys for all kinds of magical pets. There were balls, twirly ribbons, wind-up toys and lots more. Ava found what she was looking for on the very highest shelf.

“Got them!” Ava told Millie.

“Thank goodness!” Millie sighed. “Could you deliver them?”

“Of course! We will come to Coral Cove right away,” Ava told her. There was no easy way for Millie to get to the shop. She was a mermaid after all! 

Ava said goodbye and quickly wrapped up the horn hoops to keep them together.

Mrs Paws and Finn came back in carrying a cooling drink for the rainbowroo.

“Who was that, Ava?” Mrs Paws asked.

“Millie the mermaid,” Ava told her. “I need to make an emergency delivery to Coral Cove.”

She explained what Millie had said about Starwhal feeling sad.

“We’ll come too, won’t we, Goldie?” Finn told Ava.

Goldie squawked.

“Thank you,” Mrs Paws replied. “Don’t forget to take some water and sun cream.”

Ava put everything into her backpack and zipped it up. 

“Ready?” she asked Finn.
He nodded. “Ready!”

“Then let’s go!” Ava cried. “It’s the perfect weather for a day trip to the beach!”
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Chapter Two

It was too hot to walk all the way to Coral Cove, so they took Princess Ava’s carriage. It was pulled by Buzzbert, a beautiful yellow and black striped honeyhorse. The honeyhorse’s little silvery wings buzzed happily as he trotted along.

Ava and Finn stopped by their palaces to get their swimming costumes. Ava picked her mint green swimming costume with flowers all over it and Finn found his purple swimming trunks and rash vest with a starfish pattern.

[image: Prince Finn, Princess Ava and Pugicorn sit inside a carriage with its windows open. The carriage is being pulled by a Honeyhorse, a horse with yellow and black stripes and bumblebee wings.]
They opened the carriage windows to let the cool breeze in, but it was still very hot. Pugicorn stuck his head out of the window, his tongue hanging from his mouth as he panted to stay cool. He spotted the blue of the ocean first as the carriage went down the hill to Coral Cove. He barked, jumping on to Ava’s lap to peer even further out of the window.

“Pugicorn is excited!” Ava laughed.

“I am too,” Finn said as he fanned himself with his hand. “I can’t wait to cool down in the water!”

The carriage finally came to a stop and they all piled out, saying a quick thank you and goodbye to Buzzbert. 

He parked the carriage in a shady spot and began munching on a nearby patch of green grass. It was still hot, so Ava made sure that the honeyhorse had a lovely big bucket of water to drink.

Pugicorn raced ahead as they made their way towards the beach.

“Be careful!” Ava called out. “Sometimes the sand can be very hot.” She didn’t want Pugicorn to burn his little paws.

Pugicorn stepped lightly on to the sand, testing it with one paw. He gave an excited bark and wagged his tail to let Ava know that it was fine, then bounded away, kicking up sprays of sand as he ran.

Goldie circled overhead, swooping low to skim the surface of the water, then flying back up into the air.

Ava sighed as she took in the lovely sight. “It’s so beautiful here.” 

Golden sand stretched for as far as the eye could see until it disappeared around some looming red cliffs. The sea was the bluest Ava had ever seen. It was so clear that Ava could spot some of the colourful fish swimming beneath its surface.

The beach was full of people enjoying the sunshine. Some swam and splashed in the water, others built sandcastles, decorated with pebbles. 
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Ava waved as she saw her friends, Princess Kiara and her pet sunleopard, Suvi, and her sister, Princess Luma, and her pet snow penguin, Flip. Kiara and Suvi wore matching sunglasses as they sunbathed. Princess Luma and Flip lay in the cool shade beneath a bright yellow umbrella. 

“Let’s find Millie,” Ava said.

It was usually easy to find Millie the mermaid and her magical pet Starwhal. They loved performing flips and twirls in the water. But today as they looked out into the waves, there was no sign of them.

Ava frowned. “I really hope that these hoops will cheer Starwhal up.”

“I wonder why she’s feeling so sad?” Finn said.

A little way ahead, Pugicorn barked. Ava peered out to sea and saw what he had spotted.

Millie the mermaid was sitting on a rock which rose a little way out of the water. Her beautiful tail was covered in pretty purple scales that shimmered in the sunlight.

She waved at Ava and Finn as she saw them coming and splashed into the water, swimming over to greet them.

[image: Milie the Mermaid sits on a rock, waving into the distance. She is wearing glasses, her hair is tied up in an updo, and she has a mermaid tail covered in scales.]
“I’m so glad you’re here!” Millie said. Her voice tinkled like chimes in the wind. “Thank you for coming so quickly.”

Ava showed Millie the horn hoops.

“They’re perfect!” Millie cried. “Hopefully they’re just what Starwhal needs to cheer her up.”

Pugicorn took the hoops in his mouth and waded out into the water to hand them to Millie. 

She took them and playfully splashed Pugicorn. He barked happily, trying to catch the droplets in his mouth. 

Ava laughed. “Pugicorn loves   the water!”

She paddled into the sea, kicking it over Pugicorn to cool him down. 

“Why does Starwhal need cheering up?” Ava asked. “She’s usually so happy.”

Millie looked sad. “I’m not sure,” she replied. 

“Maybe we could help?” Ava suggested. 

“That would be wonderful,” Millie said, smiling. “I’m running out of ideas.”

“If only we could go to Coral Cove,” Ava said. “But it’s so deep
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