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#Short Words 2015

Talked about abolishing the death penalty on the radio today in Houston. -Jan. 8

"All to Jesus I surrender..." The words that drew me as a child continue to draw me and my family now. - Jan. 11

Quinley Mandela started walking today. -Feb. 11

Proud to stand with Hope for Peace & Justice tonight and talk about an issue that I care about in addition to same-sex marriage as a member of the Queer Community...the Abolishment of the Death Penalty. -Feb. 20

Standing on the side of love. -Feb. 20

It's a Winter Wonderland Here in Texas Y'all! -Feb. 27

We are all excited about the release of my friend Sandhya Jha's epic new book, Pre-Post-Racial America on March 17. -March 4

Babywatch 2015. ‪#‎twins‬‬‬ ‪#‎stillstanding‬‬‬ -March 6

"NOT ONE MORE EXECUTION!" words from Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty Faith Leader Advocacy Day -March 9

Madeleine and I / The Dance -March 9

Interview I did with Al Jazeera America's "America Tonight" in June 2014 / Though the video quality is poor, this is a really good introduction to the issue of the death penalty in Texas. -March 20

"What is Theology?" - clip from "The Courage to Be Queer: An Exploration in Theology" / Keynote Address at Sam Houston State University's LGBTQ Religious Experience Summit on 3/21/15 -March 21

I am excited to announce the release of my seventh book, "LAST WORDS FROM TEXAS: MEDITATIONS FROM THE EXECUTION CHAMBER." Based on my Lenten Reflections from the Executed blog series, this longer volume contains 84 meditations based on the last words of 84 persons executed in Texas and their respective pictures. The book is dedicated to Helen Prejean, Kathy Cox and Kim Jackson, three women who are working tirelessly to abolish the death penalty. I would also like to thank my wife Emily for designing the stunning cover. -March 29

3pm (Hour1of24): The Vigil has Begun / Prayers for the Abolition of the Death Penalty in Huntsville, Texas -April 2

4pm (Hour2of24): Contemplating those who were preparing to arrest Jesus and those who prepare the materials for executions in Texas. // with Rev. Tony Lorenzen of Thoreau Woods Unitarian Universalist Church in Huntsville, Texas -April 2

7pm (Hour5of 24): Contemplating Jesus eating his final meal and the prisoners who have eaten their final meal before their execution // with Aric El in Huntsville, Texas -April 2

9pm (Hour7of24): Contemplating Jesus' washing of the disciples and our executions that make sure the feet of the executed never move again. -April 2

11pm (Hour9of24): Contemplating the betrayal of Jesus and thinking about how executions force us to betray our values // in Huntsville, Texas. -April 2

12am (Hour10of24): Contemplating Jesus' admonition that those who live by the sword will die by the sword in conjunction with our practice of the death penalty // in Huntsville, Texas ‪#‎GoodFriday‬‬‬ -April 3

8am (Hour18of24): Contemplating the chants of crucify him and our chants of execute him // with Rev. LyAnna Johnson from Servants of Christ UMC in Houston, Texas -April 3

9am (Hour19of24): “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.”
(Luke 23:34) // Who will forgive us our executions? -April 3

12pm (Hour22of24): “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”
(Mark 15:34) // Why do we abandon those on death row? -April 3

"This is the body and blood of Jesus...shed so that we might learn how to love each other. This is also the body and blood of Tommy Sells, Lisa Coleman, Carlos De Luna and a whole host of others we have executed in this state...shed so that me might see that love and killing don't mix." // Communion thoughts at the conclusion of a 24-hour Vigil to Abolish the Death Penalty ‪#‎ReclaimHolyWeek‬‬‬ -April 3

"My children remain my greatest teachers." -April 11

"The time is NOW for BAPTISTS to get up off their ASSES and ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY" - Speaking to the Alliance of Baptists Annual Gathering -April 17

This morning, I will testify before the Texas House of Representatives on a bill to abolish the death penalty and I covet your prayers. I asked my son Phillip (age 3), "Why do we oppose the death penalty?" His reply: "We're not supposed to kill people." -April 29

"Unite! Rebel! Send those Killer Cops to Jail the Whole Damn System is Guilty as Hell!" / The Hoods were Present Along with Hundreds of Others in Dallas. ‪#‎BlackLivesMatter‬‬‬ ‪#‎BlackSpring‬‬‬ -May 1

"Tell Somebody!" - During the Closing Remarks at the Dallas Pilgrimage/March to the Sites of Police Murders - May 8

"It is the DUTY of ALL who LOVE JESUS to STOP the POLICE from KILLING more PEOPLE!" - During the Dallas Pilgrimage/March to the Sites of Police Murders -May 8

This is a photograph of Derrick Charles being transferred to Huntsville, Texas for his scheduled execution. Join me in prayer that we will stop killing people. -May 12

"Shouldn't liberation be the goal of any social justice movement? Are you interested in enough liberation for everyone or is that too much?" - The Courage to Be Queer -May 14

I hung out with my favorite Former Burglar, Prison Reformer, Abolitionist and LGBT Activist today...the infamous Queen of Houston Ray Hill -May 15

"Our safe spaces are keeping us from doing the work of a God who demands that we love dangerously." -May 15

"I am here representing a rainbow people. When Grapevine Police Officer Robert Clark murdered Ruben Garcia, we were reminded that police brutality can strike anyone at anytime. We must unite the rainbow of humanity to push back and get these killer cops off our streets." ‪#‎LatinoLivesMatter‬‬‬ -May 18

"I am here representing a rainbow people. When Grapevine Police Officer Robert Clark murdered Ruben Garcia, we were reminded that police brutality can strike anyone at anytime. We must unite the rainbow of humanity to push back and get these killer cops off our streets." ‪#‎LatinoLivesMatter‬‬‬ -May 21

"I just tried to be a Christian." -Legend of the Civil Rights Movement Rev. Ed King -May 30

Lunch with Rev. Mike Piazza, catalyst for growth and activism at Cathedral of Hope United Church of Christ -June 1

"For identity theories & politics in this nation...the thrill is gone. We will either learn to live together or suffocate in our categories." -June 1

Lester Bower is dead and Christians are to blame. Our atonement theologies have made us desperate for scapegoats. The blood of Lester Bower will not atone for our sin. -June 3

"We will either find freedom in our queerness or enslavement in identity." -The Courage to Be Queer in New York -June 12

Singing Lessons in Tennessee. -June 16

"There is knowledge available far beyond our words." / Pleasant Hill UCC -June 17

We made it to California!  -June 24

"Jesus invited Judas to the table even when he knew the betrayal was coming...our call is to go and do likewise" -with Rev. Danny Cortez & the good people of New Heart Community Church -June 25

We spent the day handing out food on Skid Row. When I was overheard remarking that I was sad about not being in Texas to perform weddings, a prophetic woman snapped back, "Gay marriage? Baby, I'm hungry." I immediately knew we were exactly where we needed to be. -June 27

"Colonialists tried to starve us out, so we decided to embody our Native American forgiveness by doing everything we can to make sure no one goes hungry again." - Allan Espinoza, Native American Food Bank, S. El Monte, CA -June 27 

Proud of the intersectional work of my friend Seek ThePoet. We must stand at the borders of identity and prophesy justice for all of God's children. Contact Seek to get your pic and join the revolution. ‪#‎DualJustice‬‬‬ -July 3

Love over Terrorism. -July 7

Quinley and I worshipping at the BeLoved Community. -July 12

"I Woke Up This Morning..." with the BeLoved Community -July 12

This is one of 3 Confederate Battle Flags in the National Cathedral (Episcopal). Dean Gary Hall has asked that they be removed. I stand with him. -July 14

"When Jesus stands at the door and knocks...he is knocking on the door of your closet." -July 14

Proud that Fox News contributor Erick Erickson has labeled me a heretic. -July 17

"Black is gay and gay is black. We will either march together or die separately." - Olinka Green -July 30

One week after the 10am August 1 incident, I prayed for justice at the exact time and in the exact spot of the jail where ‪#‎JosephHutcheson‬‬‬ was murdered by the Dallas County Sheriff's Department. -August 13

"The only path to freedom is to be the queer that God created you to be in the first place." -August 17

"Liberation should lead to further liberation not further oppression." -during interview for YES! Magazine -August 20

Emily. -August 29

Home. -August 31

"Difference is the only tool we have to make a difference." -Sept. 6

We have to do better. ‪#‎LaborDay‬‬‬ -Sept. 7

"These victims of brutality could have said, 'To hell with all y'all...' but instead they dug in deeper to work harder and that is why we call them Ambassadors of Justice." - Hope for Peace and Justice Sunday -Sept. 13

Proud to have lead a rally against Islamophobia with Mohamed ElHassan Mohamed : Ahmed Mohamed's Dad ‪#‎IStandWithAhmed‬‬‬ -Sept. 17

"In a world of normative paradigms, God will never fit in and nor should we." I invite you to explore the queerness of my first major theological work.  -Sept. 23

"Killing is evil. There is no way to sanitize or medicalize it. Killing is evil." ‪#‎StopExecutionsOH‬‬‬ -Oct. 3

Walking this morning with Derrick Jamison...who was exonerated from Ohio's Death Row after spending 20 years in prison for a crime he didn't commit. ‪#‎StopExecutionsOH‬‬‬ ‪#‎deathrow‬‬‬ -Oct. 5

"Let us remember that we never walk alone." Mile79of83 ‪#‎StopExecutionsOH‬‬‬ -Oct. 9

Joined by many friends to finish up the walk this morning. Mile82of83 ‪#‎StopExecutionsOH‬‬‬ -Oct. 10

As of today, I am a Southern Baptist minister with standing in the United Church of Christ. -Oct. 17

Frank Schaefer is now the proud owner of The Courage to Be Queer. -Oct. 21

The Queer was a truly beautiful experience. This panel y'all... -Oct. 24

The Hoods were in the studio with David Person talking "The Courage to Be Queer" on 103.1 WEUP "Tennessee Valley's #1 for The Most Hip Hop and R&B" -Oct. 27

My rendition of Fred Phelps in The Laramie Project. -Oct. 29

Phillip and I walking the last steps of Joseph Hutcheson with his family on the three month anniversary of his murder at the hands of the Dallas County Sheriff's Department. -Oct. 31

"May God damn any business, church or organization that steps over the bodies of marginalized and oppressed people here in Oak Lawn to conduct their affairs as if nothing is going on." -at the March to Light Up Oak Lawn after numerous gay bashings and the murder of Shade Schuler (a Trans Woman of Color) -Nov. 1

"God we pray that you will send fire down into our hearts to bolster us in a powerful way...then can you please send a little bit of fire down beneath our asses to keep us marching for justice" ‪#‎lightupOakLawn‬‬‬ -Nov. 2

Join me in praying for the passage of Houston's Equal Rights Ordinance today! ‪#‎HERO‬‬‬ -Nov. 3

There is nothing more evil than killing the mentally disabled and call it justice. Stand down Missouri! ‪#‎deathpenalty‬‬‬ ‪#‎ErnestJohnson‬‬‬ -Nov. 3

May God show you the Way, the Truth and the Light. Amen. -Nov. 4

"Imagine for a second that God treated you like you treat everyone else..." - from a talk on relationships -Nov. 5

"Diversity is a failed construct...We don’t need wider diversity...we need wider authenticity." ‪#‎diversity‬‬‬ -Nov. 5

"Claiming an identity or category doesn't make you queer...Queerness and oppression don't go together...Over the last few months, I have watched the campaign for the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance..." -Nov. 5

"Never let your wander lose that wonder" / Madeleine -Nov. 6

"I will not stop marching until these hate crimes stop!" ‪#‎LightsCameraAction‬‬‬ ‪#‎LightUpOakLawn‬‬‬ -Nov. 6

Spent the evening with Ghandi's grandson Arun and my dear friend FOR ED Rev. Kristin Stoneking at FOR's Centennial...but Madeleine still commanded most of my attention. -Nov. 7

One of the great moments of my life was to deliver the opening prayer (while holding Madeleine) at the Fellowship of Reconciliation's Centennial Gala -Nov. 7

"I stumbled on my copy of Culture Shift. I found little I agreed with until I came across this line, 'There is simply no right to not be offended, and we should be offended by the very notion that such a right could exist.'" ‪#‎SBTS‬‬‬ -Nov. 8

"So...God we ask that you take the fire that is in all of our hearts tonight and manuever it underneath our backsides so that we will race into the next 100 years." -Nov. 8

Tonight, Dallas County District Attorney Susan Hawk agreed to a meeting with the family of Joseph Hutcheson and I. The time for indictments in this case was yesterday. -Nov. 9

My latest for Baptist News Global: "I invite you to stop going to church and learn to follow. Jesus will always be out there on the margins living dangerously beyond our budgets, bulletins, buildings, baptisteries, branding and ...." -Nov. 10

"Will you commit to an impartial study that looks at the functioning of the death penalty in Dallas County?" - during a public Q&A I had with Dallas County District Attorney Susan Hawk -Nov. 10

"I don’t believe in celebrating veterans. I believe we shouldn’t be warring in the first place. I believe in celebrating the love of God found in people." ‪#‎VeteransDay‬‬‬ -Nov. 10

"Since those days, Love just keeps coming back. The reincarnation of Jesus Christ cannot be stopped for Love is all encompassing and eternal. Love will always win." - Nov. 12

"Would Jesus Eat Meat?" -Nov. 12

"If we want to follow Jesus, we are commanded to become what we want to save...In the coming days, our cry of love for our enemies must be, 'I am a terrorist.'" ‪#‎Paris‬‬‬ ‪#‎Beirut‬‬‬ ‪#‎Baghdad ‬‬‬-Nov. 14

"God...spare the life of Raphael Holiday. Let this be the moment that death row becomes obsolete. Let us be the people of abolition." Pilgrimage Mile 0/43 -Nov. 17

"Let Raphael Holiday know our grace." Pilgrimage Mile 2/43 -Nov. 17

"Do not let this road carry that van of death ever again. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 3/43 -Nov. 17

"Let the rain wash away our sins of attempting to kill Raphael Holiday and save us from the evil of the death penalty." Pilgrimage Mile 4/43 

-Nov. 17

"Let Raphael Holiday know the shelter of your mercy." Pilgrimage Mile 5/43 -Nov. 17

"Excise the death penalty addiction out of Texas Christians/Southern Baptists. Jesus stands with those trying to love/save their neighbor...Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 6/43 -Nov. 17

"Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 7/43 

-Nov. 17

"When the death van reaches this corner, may it turn back. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 8/43 -Nov. 17

"May we plant our feet on the pavement to stop the execution of Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 9/43 -Nov. 17

"How can a God who died so that others might live be used to justify killing Raphael Holiday?" Pilgrimage Mile 10/43 -Nov. 17

"Raphael Holiday is a child of God and that's how I know God walks with me." Pilgrimage Mile 11/43 -Nov. 17

"Give us the strength to not stop praying for Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 12/43 -Nov. 17

"Let Raphael Holiday know the engulfing fire of love." Pilgrimage Mile 13/43 -Nov. 17

"Raphael Holiday is not perfect and nor are we. Help us to put down our stones." Pilgrimage Mile 14/43 -Nov. 17

"Jesus died so that Raphael Holiday might live." Pilgrimage Mile 15/43 -Nov. 17

"Killing and love don't mix. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 16/43 -Nov. 17

"Though we pass through difficult hours...let us not give up hope. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 17/43 -Nov. 17

"Killing kills our souls. Let's save Raphael Holiday and learn to love again." Pilgrimage Mile 18/43 -Nov. 17

"Nothing is impossible with you God. Save Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 19/43 -Nov. 17

"We never walk alone. We know that you are with Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 20/43 -Nov. 17

"You are the ever present help in times of trouble. Be there tonight with Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 21/43 -Nov. 17

"Open our eyes to the injustice of the death penalty. Empower us to stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 22/43 -Nov. 17

"We pray life for Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 23/43 -Nov. 17

"How long must we wait God? Save Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 24/43 -Nov. 17

"Though I must stop for the night, I pray that the strength of our utterances for abolition will spare Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 25/43 -Nov. 17

"Do not let Raphael Holiday be executed today." Pilgrimage Mile 26/43 -Nov.18

"May we yearn for mercy at this hour. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 27/43 -Nov.18

"Do not let this road carry that van of death. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 28/43 -Nov.18

"May Walker County rise up to lead the way to abolition. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 29/43 -Nov.18

"Hold us up! Give us the strength to stop the execution of Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 30/43 -Nov.18

"Stop the killing! Save Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 31/43  -Nov.18

"Let someone in the execution chamber be a real follower of Jesus and save Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 32/43 -Nov.18

"Let Raphael Holiday know our prayers and our love as he travels this road." Pilgrimage Mile 33/43 -Nov.18

"Help our Governor to follow Jesus and stop the execution of Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 34/43 -Nov.18

"Honored to break from my pilgrimage to teach about the death penalty and queer theology at Sam Houston State University in Huntsville. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 34.5/43 -Nov.18

"Let our shadows not be still. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 35/43 -Nov.18

"Help us to keep going. Let us not grow weary. Stop the execution of Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 36/43 -Nov.18

"I pray for Raphael Holiday to know your peace. Let us not stop pushing to save his life." Pilgrimage Mile 37/43 -Nov.18

"Help United Methodists to get out of their pews and into the streets to stop executions. Save Raphael Holiday!" Pilgrimage Mile 38/43 -Nov.18

"Raphael Holiday is still alive. I'm still walking. Will you keep praying?" Pilgrimage Mile 39/43 -Nov.18

Just received word that THE EXECUTION OF RAPHAEL HOLIDAY HAS BEEN CALLED OFF!!! Prayer can change a multitude of things. Pilgrimage Mile 40/43 -Nov.18

"Praise God!" Pilgrimage Mile 41/43 -Nov.18

"Still walking. Thankful Raphael Holiday is alive. Let's pray this holds permanently." Pilgrimage Mile 42/43 -Nov.18

"It is finished! Still praying for Raphael Holiday." Pilgrimage Mile 43/43 -Nov.18

Keeping vigil as the State of Texas is still trying to execute Raphael Holiday. -Nov.18

My last prayer of the day was with the family and friends of Raphael Holiday right before he was executed. -Nov.18 

Despite my best effort, the State of Texas executed Raphael Holiday tonight at 830pm. I will continue to pray. I will continue to walk. -Nov.18

If you don't welcome the stranger/refugee then you don't welcome Jesus. Matt. 25:35 -Nov. 20

Remembering Shade Schuler on this Transgender Day of Remembrance. -Nov. 20

"In our Islamophobic society, I have no question that Jesus is so intimately incarnated with and connected to our Muslim friends that he has become one. If we want to walk with Jesus in this moment of extreme oppression and marginalization, we will too." -Nov. 20

"Since most of our local pastors and churches are chickenshit and refuse to stand up for your lives in the Battle for Oak Lawn, I say to hell with all of them...you yourselves are the church and pastors this community so desperately needs." - at the Oak Lawn to DPD, Rally for Change -Nov. 22

I spent the afternoon in Nashville advising Tennessee Death Row inmate Andrew Thomas. -Nov. 23

Praying hard this morning for my fellow freedom fighters. ‪#‎4thPrecinctShutDown‬‬‬ -Nov. 24

"I brought this Bible out here to help Dr. Robert Jeffress and the people of First Baptist understand that you cannot love your neighbor and turn your back on them in their greatest time of need. Jesus was a refugee." -Nov. 24

This is an execution. The uniformed man firing the 16 deadly shots is Jason Van Dyke and he is a terrorist. The body lying on the ground is Laquan McDonald and he should not be dead. These are simple facts and I don't see how anyone can follow Jesus and deny them. -Nov. 24

Proud to put the Bible to good use yesterday and stand against the xenophobic/racist rhetoric of Dr. Robert Jeffress at First Baptist Dallas. -Nov. 25

"Walking through the house, I blurted out, 'It feels like God is pissing on us.' 'Maybe we deserve it,' replied my wife. When I walked outside, looked to the heavens and let the rain hit my face, I wondered." -Nov. 27

Terrorism is not restricted to a specific identity...and thankfully neither is love. ‪#‎PlannedParenthood‬‬‬ -Nov. 28

"That's not very good!" -Little Jeff's response to the armed protests of Islamic Center of Irving -Nov. 29

I can think of few more exclusive/violent acts that a church can inflict on persons of color than to put a white Jesus at the front of the sanctuary. -Nov. 30

"We are here tonight to bang on these doors for justice!!!" -Nov. 30

Will Speer and I spent the morning talking and singing Christmas carols on Texas' Death Row. After deep discussion, I was shaken to my core when Will strained in prayerfully singing, "O come, O come, Emmanuel." I too groan in prayer for the God who is with us to come and save Will. Amen. -Dec. 2

"Never stop giving them hell my friend." Tonight, I was so blessed by the loving words of my friend, prophetic agitator and queer Houston icon Ray Hill. -Dec. 2

Welcome to the United States! We are a nation filled with dumbasses who believe that the only answer to our pandemic of mass shootings is to give more people more guns. ‪#‎SanBernadino‬‬‬ -Dec. 3

I spent time tonight with recent refugees from Syria. I was humbled when they thanked me for acting like a Christian. I pray that we will all learn to treat refugees with love. -Dec. 3

Merry Christmas from the Hoods. -Dec. 4

This is a video of the execution of ‪#‎MarioWoods‬‬‬ by the San Francisco Police Department. I pray for all of these murderous enemies of God to be fired and prosecuted. -Dec. 4

1 Year Ago in Dallas: "Jesus wouldn't be at home tonight. He'd rather got to jail than live quietly in this police brutality hell." I still believe this. ‪#‎BlackLivesMatter‬‬‬ -Dec. 6

"Our suggestion is to turn back to where the conversation started and try again...With all of our baggage, how can we expect to learn to be different without a turn?"-Dec. 7

"Oh God, we pray you'll move the administration and board to do right by South Oak Cliff High School and if they don't listen...then please get them the hell out of the way." -speaking at a student walkout to protest the horrible conditions at their school -Dec. 7

Earlier today, I was asked the following in a media interview, "What advice would you give denominational leaders concerning Donald Trump?" I replied, "All of these statements they've put out remind me of that old country song, 'How about a little less talk and a lot more action?'" -Dec. 8

"The gospel compels radical opposition to Trump’s radically anti-gospel movement." -from an interview I gave to Baptist News Global -Dec. 9

"From the guns that are slaughtering our children...O Lord, deliver us." - The 2015 National Vigil to ‪#‎EndGunViolence‬‬‬ -Dec. 9

"The animals in Bethlehem were amongst the first to see the incarnation of God. Think about that the next time you assume they don't matter." -Dec. 9

You will never avoid what you have to push through. -Dec. 10

Tonight, I was named the Next Generation Action Network's "Person of the Year" for "relentless prophetic activism and sacrifice in the struggle against police brutality" -Dec. 11

"In the name of Jesus, put down those damn guns!" -Dec. 12

"Love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you." -Dec. 13

"I have no doubt in this contextual moment that Donald Trump is the chief opposite of Jesus...Donald Trump is the Antichrist." -Dec. 16 

"Why do we keep on killing people who kill people to show that killing people is wrong? Logic like this is more twisted than a runaway tornado." -Dec. 17

"The innkeepers don't get to meet Jesus." -Dec. 20

"May this Christmas be the shittiest Christmas you have ever had!" -Dec. 20

"Do you believe that black lives matter? To answer this question, one has to look no further than this stained glass window towering over us at this very moment." ‪#‎BlackLivesMatter‬‬‬ -Dec. 28

"We are an evil people. Our hands are covered in blood. I don’t see how anyone can follow Jesus and see this situation differently." ‪#‎TamirRice‬‬‬ -Dec. 29

"We don't need all white groups...Hate is diverse and so too must we be if we're going to see Justice." ‪#‎HappyNewYear‬‬‬ ‪#‎whitepeople‬‬‬ ‪#‎whitefolk‬‬‬ ‪#‎blacklivesmatter‬‬‬ -Jan. 1

January 4, 2015

"time" and "belief" / 2 poems

"time"
depression nibbles
the dogs ran away

i am haunted by the attack

blood was all they wanted

the problem was it was mine

what do you do

the only way to be in relationship is to bleed

how do you survive

how do you know

when will things go back up

i guess you learn not to die

"belief"

God is Chaos

Endless Incarnations

Endless Manifestations

God is Not Chaos

Ordered Incarnations

Ordered Manifestations

God is Chaos

Endless Truth

Endless Pain

God is Not Chaos

Ordered Truth

Ordered Pain

Chaos is the Foundation

Theology is the Experience

Thine is the Order and the Chaos Now and Forever

Amen
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January 4, 2015

The Queerness of Disability: The Julian Way  

––––––––
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The room held little light.  Everyone sat in a circle waiting on something to be revealed.  There were expectant thoughts buzzing inside the crania of the gathered.  Squeaking along in his motorized wheelchair, Rev. Justin Hancock rolled into the center of our circle and commanded our attention.  In a room full of people with diverse sexual orientations and gender identities, Rev. Hancock talked about having cerebral palsy and what it looks like to celebrate the self no matter what.  In those beautiful moments of intersectionality, we learned more deeply what it looks like to live into exactly who and what God created us to be.  In our world of crippling normativity, Rev. Hancock helped us to understand that the queerest way of being is to celebrate the self no matter what.  Through Rev. Hancock's refusal to see his body as a problem, we heard a word from God illustrated in the flesh that night.  We all walked out of the room a little bit queerer than we came in.

Regardless of the normative circumstances of death and destruction going on all around her in the 14th Century, Julian of Norwich believed in the power of God to partner with us in liberating the self through love.  In discovering the love that God showed us in creating us exactly as we are, we can believe that we are perfectly made in God's image and can begin to live into such perfection.  For many years, Rev. Hancock and his wife Lisa have partnered together to dream about what it would look like to make space for disabled families to see their families as made in God's image and together learn to live into that perfection.  Tired of the pressure to pass their family off as normal and desiring to offer hospitality within the fragmented and isolated experience of the disabled community, Rev. Hancock and Lisa started to plan for the creation of a community with an identity based on the celebration of disability.  In their estimation, disability should be treated as a natural part of God's creation and never as a stigmatizing label.  Believing that the time is right for a radical expression of love and community, the Hancocks recently announced their intention to found an intentional Christian community and missional worship epicenter for disabled families called the Julian Way.  Much like the love of God, the authenticity and beauty of the experiment is overwhelming.  

Rev. Justin Hancock made a lasting impression on many of the people he spoke to on that special night.  One person asked her partner to marry her.  One person came out as transgender.  One person made a career change.  One person made peace with their mental illness.  One person kissed his boyfriend for the first time.  Inspired by the message of being who you are no matter what, person after person made the decision to be the queer that God created them to be in the first place.  Rev. Justin and Lisa Hancock are queer pioneers of self-exploration, compassion, mercy and grace.  I pray that you will join them at http://thejulianway.org 

Amen.

January 5, 2015

Dangerous Theology in Houston: Excerptible Words from Speaking Tour on the Death Penalty

- Excerpt from address to Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty Houston Chapter on Speaking Tour of Houston: 

Christians have blood on their hands. Here in Texas, our historical theology has made a way for the death penalty. We taught over and over that the wrath of God was not to be satisfied without the blood of Jesus. Unfortunately, a theology based on blood teaches humans that blood is required when blood is spilt. Vengeance becomes the basis of faith. We created this theology and we can fix it. How?

We begin to deconstruct a theology of death by repenting of our sins and engaging the lunacy of the death penalty head on. People are not going to pay attention to a theological argument. How many of you feel like you are most effective in this work when you are arguing with someone? I didn't think so. We cannot expect people to take big steps unless we are willing to take big steps. Many of you have asked me about the 200 miles I walked back in June against the death penalty. Why did I do it? I guess I felt like I needed to take a few big steps to show others the way.

The reason we still have the death penalty here in Texas is because we are afraid to take the big steps. Most people don't know how to take the big steps. Most people need people like you to show them. You must be the guides for them. We must be willing to travel to dark places if we are going to share the light. Do not be afraid. You are the light of the world. You are the reason that we will win.

Amen.

January 7, 2015

Dangerous Theology in Houston: Who or what gives you the right to kill?

People often begin their arguments for the death penalty with one simple phrase, "That person committed a crime so heinous they deserve to die."  We must begin our reply with one simple question, "Who or what gives you the right to kill?"  In order to kill someone, one must other or dehumanize the person to the extent that the person is comfortable pulling the switch or the trigger.  Gov. Perry has consistently called people on death row, "Monsters."  The person who committed the heinous crime is something other than human.  Those who are something other than human deserve to die.  This line of reasoning creates a world where the proponent of execution becomes judge, jury and executioner or God.  The self-deification leads to a place where no one is more deserving of both life and vengeance than the proponent of execution is.  When God says that we should have no other Gods but God, I believe that God was also warning us against creating a God out of our self too.  The time is past due to quit thinking that we know enough to know who to kill or who not to kill.  God commands us to, "Love our neighbor as our self."  Can't nobody love their neighbor as their self and kill them.

Amen.
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January 10, 2015

Prayer at the Dallas 5th Circuit Hearing on Marriage Equality Rally 

––––––––
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Good evening.  I want to introduce you to someone.  I brought my son Phillip with me tonight.  Phillip is two years old.  I want Phillip to grow up and be able to grow up and marry whomever the hell he wants to marry.  I want Phillip to grow up and be able to love whoever the hell he wants to love without fear of any legal limitations or repercussions.  Most of all though...I brought Phillip here tonight to see what love looks like in the flesh.  I believe that God is love and I believe that we incarnate the presence of God when we share love with each other.  I believe that God is present at this rally tonight.

In the spirit of a God who is present and speaking, I ask that you pray with me.  God of love...God of hope...God of light...join us here at this most holy hour of demonstration and yearning.  Give us the strength to stand firm in the face of injustice.  Help us to love those who hate us.  Help us to love those refuse to do nothing for this cause.  Help us to love.  In this moment of prayer, I ask that you give to each other words that you would want for the people in this space to take with them tonight...

Love.  Hope.  Shalom.  Heartbreak.  Joy.  Peace.  Courage.  Perseverance.  Tenacity.  Fortitude.

The words are countless and varied.  God, I ask that you gather all of the words that we have heard and those that were left unsaid...may they come to fruition in our lives and make us whole.  We need some help down here to love each other.  Make all the actions, emotions and future desires that these words represent come to fruition.  We believe that you are love.  Give us the strength to go and make some love tonight.

Amen. 

January 11, 2015

Freedom of Speech is Divine: Westboro Baptist, the Gay Christian Network and Paris

––––––––
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In the beginning, God created freedom of speech.  If you follow the Genesis account, God placed humans in the Garden of Eden and gave them the right to agree or disagree.  One of the primary ways that we express agreement or disagreement is through speech.  I believe the most divine thing that we do on any given day is express who we are and what we believe.  When societies suppress free speech, we suppress the divine.  We take away the opportunity for people to express and live into all that God created them to be.  The uncensored word is what makes us human and is also one of our closest connections to emulating God.  God could have controlled speech from the very beginning.  God did not.  God made us in God's image to speak how we felt led to speak...even if it is too our detriment.  

The Gay Christian Network is currently meeting in Portland, Oregon.  The folks from Westboro Baptist Church showed up with their typical hateful signs and posters.  The posts on social media championed those who stood in front of them and shouted them down.  Confrontations with Westboro have consistently produced videos and images that are very powerful.  While I hate what they speak about, I am so glad that they can and do say it.  I am convinced that the people of Westboro Baptist Church are responsible for the dramatic advances in marriage equality and gay rights over the last decade.  Over and over again in my work, I have been able to sit down with Christians and ask them, "Do you want to be like the folks at Westboro?"  The answer is always a resounding, "No."  With the ability to see what hate looks like in the flesh, I am convinced that Westboro has helped many Christians change their mind on human sexuality and gender orientation.  On some level, I am thankful that God can use the lunatics among us to bring about God's will.  If the people at Westboro were silenced in the past, I doubt the Gay Christian Network would be holding a conference in as favorable of a national climate as they are right now. 

The events in Paris over recent days remind us that freedom of speech is under attack.  I spent part of this afternoon looking at the cartoons of the Prophet Muhammad that were published in Charlie Hebdo.  While I found some of the drawings and captions to be disrespectful and distasteful, I don't believe that anyone should die over what was drawn or said.  People should be able to express their thoughts even if it is to their own detriment.  The uncensored word is the only way that we are going to have honest interaction.  True progress is not possible when people are not free to express their thoughts.  God knew this at the moment of creation and so should we.  

In the midst of thinking about free speech, the image of French Muslim police officer Ahmed Marabet being shot point blank on a Parisian street is etched into my mind.  Why was Marabet killed?  The short answer is that people were enraged over speech and desired to silence it.  I believe we must stand with Ahmed Marabet, the cartoonists and writers at Charlie Hebdo, Westboro Baptist Church, the Gay Christian Network and all other groups of people that desire to express their thoughts.  Followers of Jesus know "...out of the heart the mouth speaks" (Luke 6:45).  When you don't know the hearts of people, you don't know who needs to be saved.  Furthermore, to be silent in the face of terror is to extinguish pieces of the divine in the self.  People of faith must stand for free speech.  God is with us in this effort.

Amen.

January 12, 2015

IF THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH...: The Case of Andrew Brannan

The weather was cold.  Winters in Georgia are always a strange kind of cold.  The stated temperature never reflects the discomfort most people feel.  In 1998, Andrew Brannan murdered Laurens County Deputy Sheriff Kyle Dinkheller during a traffic stop.  I was in eighth grade.  Most of the people I was around believed the killer should die for the crime.  Two years later, the weather was similar in Georgia when a jury found Andrew Brannan guilty of killing Dinkheller and sentenced him to death.  I grew up and lost track of the case.  When I heard Brannan was scheduled to be executed on January 13, I realized that the sin of vengeance in Georgia does not have an expiration date.

The wages of sin is death.  Many people in Georgia believe this verse and desire to practice it.  Believing that Andrew Brannan is guilty of a horrendous sin, many Georgians want to execute him.  The problem with such an approach is that the wages of all sin is death.  We all deserve to die.  Who deserves to live?  Well, no one actually.  We are all responsible for tremendous evil.  If the wages of sin is death, who deserves to be the last one standing to inject the last needle?  An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth will leave us all blind and toothless.

The United State of America sent Andrew Brannan into a combat zone called Vietnam that forever scared his mind and psyche.  We trained him to be a killer and he killed.  What do we expect?  When you teach someone to kill and cause them to lose their mind, you cannot expect them to be able to discern who to kill and who not to kill.  Minds are a terrible thing to waste and we waste them all the time on violence.  We created Andrew Brannan and we are responsible for his crimes.  

Barring a miracle, Andrew Brannan will be pronounced dead in Georgia on the night of January 13.  The collective conscious of a state and nation should be pronounced dead too.  We have lost all sense of morality and justified our killing spree.  By God's grace, I don't believe in death without resurrection.  If the wages of sin is death, Andrew Brannan will be standing at the gates of heaven to forgive all of us for what we are about to do.

Amen.
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January 15, 2015

The Other Rev. King
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Make no mistake, there truly are ghosts in Mississippi. Most often, they inhabit long forgotten places and toil with hopes that their mortal lives have not been lived in vain. A few years ago, I first traveled to a forgotten place to meet a forgotten man. "For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them rubbish, in order that I might gain Christ and be found in him..." Though I had heard the words of Philippians 3:8 many times before, I had never heard them like this. We all know that the setting and the speaker often increase the magnitude of words. I knew the man speaking to me was someone that had sacrificed his life to be on the side of justice. A veteran of the Civil Rights Movement and many other struggles, Rev. Ed King is a complicated man. Long forgotten by everyone except the most meticulous of historians, Rev. King truly has suffered the loss of all things in order to authentically gain and be found in God. While I went down to Jackson to collect and tell his story, Rev. King ended up changing mine.

We have very little cultural space for alternative heroes of the Civil Rights Movement. In an age of certainty, we have constructed clear lines of what we think an authentic hero is supposed to look like. Rev. King believed that the only line that should have consequence on the way that we engage the world is the one between justice and injustice. Desiring to stand on the side of justice, Rev. King was mentored early on by Medgar Evers. Serving as chaplain of historically black Tougaloo College, Rev. King helped to strategize, organize and lead the Civil Rights Movement in Mississippi. There are few other figures as close to almost every major event in the Mississippi Movement. From talking to Evers before he was assassinated to being a part of the demonstration at Woolworth's Lunch Counter to being heavily engaged in Freedom Summer to being an early participant in and candidate for the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, Rev. King was consistently there and paid the price. Why do so few people know who he is?

From experiencing numerous acts of violence (including the crash that left his jaw mangled) to enduring constant threats and psychological torment, Rev. King is forever scared by the Civil Rights Movement. In the fifty years since, Rev. King has divorced, sometimes been broke and struggled to find his place in the emerging historical consciousness of the Movement. There were four people in the service when I met Rev. King. When I left, I felt sad that so many people were missing out on a chance to interact with such a historical figure. Sometimes, I still feel sad when I talk to him. I guess I shouldn't. Rev. King has chosen to suffer the loss of all things and count them as rubbish so that he might be found in God. Through Rev. King I have learned that true discipleship is costly, especially in a society that has such strict interpretations of what authenticity is supposed to look like. During this time of celebration of the life of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., let us not forget that there were other Kings and that life is about engaging in our own authentic pursuits of justice no matter what the cost.

Amen.

January 15, 2015

The Rape and Death of a Baby:  The Grace of a Mom
––––––––
[image: ]


Adrianna Waller was a beautiful baby.  On August 22, 1997, Charles Warner was supposed to be watching her.  Instead of protecting and caring for her, Warner proceeded to rape and murder little Adrianna.  During the trial, Warner's own son testified against him.  A jury convicted Warner and sentenced him to death.  Tonight, January 15, 2015, the people of Oklahoma put Charles Warner to death.  Despite the heinous nature of the crime, there was one person who stood adamantly opposed to the execution...the mother of little Adrianna.

Not long ago, Shonda Waller asked the people of Oklahoma to spare the life of Charles Warner in video testimony before the Board of Pardon and Parole.  Unsurprisingly, the Board did not listen and proceeded with the execution.  Over the last few days, I have watched interviews of Christians anticipating and reacting to multiple executions throughout our nation and declaring, "An eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth..."  In her recorded remarks, Shonda Waller said that her faith in Jesus would not allow her to support the execution of Charles Warner and declared, "I don't hate him.  I have forgiven him."  I wish that we had a few more Christians like her.

Amen. 
+http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/lethal-injection/oklahoma-execution-babys-mom-says-killer-charles-warner-should-live-n285436

January 16, 2015

Save the Date: Jesus is Getting Married

––––––––
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"What you have done to the least of these you have done to me..."  The words of Jesus from Matthew 25 remind us that Jesus endures every oppression and marginalization.  For most of the modern era, many queer people have been oppressed and marginalized for their sexuality and identity.  This afternoon the Supreme Court agreed to hear the case that I believe will finally allow same-sex couples to be in legalized marriages in the United States.  Throughout the oppression and marginalization, Jesus stood and continues to stand with queer people.  Jesus is always on the side of love.  Since Jesus stood with queer people thus far, I have no doubt that Jesus will also be standing with everyone who gets married after the Supreme Court rules.  I encourage you to save the date.  Jesus is getting married!

––––––––
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January 18, 2015

A Prophetic Convergence: The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, Jr. & The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
––––––––
[image: ]

On April 19, 1961, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered a stirring sermon in a most unlikely place.  Though not his most famous address, Dr. King's words to the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary or simply Southern Seminary pushed the audience to do more to accomplish racial justice.  Delivered to the flagship theological institution of the flagship denomination of Southern Culture, Dr. King would never again give another address like this.  

The Southern Baptist Convention originated from a desire amongst Southern Baptists to keep their slaves and Jesus too.  For many of the early years, Southern Seminary reflected the staunch racist and segregationist attitudes of Southern Baptists.  After many years of secret and segregated courses, Garland Offutt became the first African-American graduate of Southern Seminary in 1943.  By 1947, Southern Seminary was fully integrated.  To put this in perspective, Duke Divinity School did not integrate until 1961 and Candler School of Theology at Emory University did not integrate until 1965.  Who would have thought that the flagship seminary of Southern Baptists led the way amongst major theological institutions in the South on race?  

In December of 1960, Dr. Henlee Barnett secured an invitation for Dr. King to deliver the Julian Brown Gay Lecture from the Guest Lectureship Committee.  Knowing that the invitation would be controversial, Southern Seminary President Duke McCall told the committee, "Boys, it is your call, but you do realize you are going to cost us hundreds of thousands dollars if you proceed."  Dr. Barnette replied, "If so, it will be money well spent."  Dr. King accepted the invitation and responded with a title, "The Church on the Frontier of Racial Tensions."  By the time April arrived, there were security concerns and controversy brewing throughout the Southern Baptist Convention.  

Arriving with a full police escort, Dr. King was greeted by professors Henlee Barnett, Nolan P. Howington, Willis Bennett, Wayne Ward and James Leo Garrett.  Dr. Ward remembered Dr. King being deeply reflective.  The group stopped to take a picture that still hangs on the wall of my office.  When Dr. King climbed into the pulpit, an overflow crowd of 1500 people greeted him.  Former student Rev. Charles Worthy remembered, "The mood was absolutely electrifying." 

The Dr. King that is heard at the beginning of his address to Southern Seminary is not the same Dr. King that was later remembered as one of the greatest orators ever.  Stumbling over his words, Dr. King is clearly nervous.  However, once he got in the flow, Dr. King never turned back.  Speaking about the role of the church, Dr. King pushed the gathered to "...develop a world perspective."  Speaking about race relations, Dr. King declared that racial injustice is "...diametrically opposed to the underlying philosophy of Christianity."  Speaking about economic injustice, Dr. King declared that people must, "...learn to live like Jesus."  Pushing the congregation out the door, Dr. King declared, the gathered must be "...maladjusted to the evils of this age."  The only African-American seminary student in attendance at the time, Dr. Emmanuel McCall remembered, "It was powerful...I felt like the direction of many lives were altered that day."  Though controversy did cause Southern Seminary to lose money, I have to agree with Dr. Barnette that it was money well spent.

In 2008, close to fifty years after Dr. King's sermon, I was a student struggling at a radically different Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  Following denominational conflict, Southern Seminary became one of the most fundamentalist theological institutions in the nation.  Due to some radical changes I experienced, I dramatically changed my perspective on a number of issues of social justice.  When I was searching for direction and didn't have many places to go, I discovered the story of Dr. King's sermon.  Realizing that there was a way to follow Jesus beyond the narrowness and bigotry I had known, I started following the advice contained in Dr. King's sermon and began working to develop a world perspective that equipped me to fight against injustice and be maladjusted to the evils of this age.  Presently, I work as the Minister of Social Justice for the social justice ministry of the Cathedral of Hope United Church of Christ, the largest LGBT church in the world.  Without the courage of the early professors from the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and the witness of Dr. King, I doubt I would be here.  I pray that maladjustment to injustice continues to spread.

Amen.  

January 18, 2015

Why weren't they at your church?

––––––––
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Thanks to a group called The Official Street Preachers, "Homo Sex is Sin" was the message that congregants at the Cathedral of Hope United Church of Christ were greeted with this morning.  Unfortunately, our family was not at church this morning.  Our son Phillip has the flu and the rest of the kids are considered carriers until the Tamiflu runs out.  I would have loved the opportunity to show my children how foolish people look when hate takes over.  Regardless, I felt like I got much of the experience from the numerous videos and pictures people shared.  Ever the preacher, I started to wonder what the message of the moment was?  Then, I saw all the posts from people at other churches expressing their disgust.  Thinking about the protestors and naysayers that followed Jesus around, I knew what the sermon of the day was.  Why weren't they at your church?

Amen.

––––––––
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January 19, 2015

Poetics for a King

––––––––
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The Pledge

––––––––
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Please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance
What for?
What does it mean?
What will my standing say?
I only pledge allegiance to God alone
I don't have allegiance to any nation
How can a follower of Jesus pledge allegiance to a nation?
I especially find it hard to have allegiance to this nation
So full of...
Inequality
Oppression 
Marginalization
BUT
This is my home
I guess freedom is what I believe in enough to pledge allegiance to
I stand for freedom
Which is why
I refuse to stand
Amen

––––––––
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The Playground

––––––––
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Daddy look at the plane
I'm scared
Why?
Planes drop bombs
How do you know that?
You are only 2
I'm scared

––––––––
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To the white clergy of Birmingham:

––––––––
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King asked you to move
What are you doing now?
Why is it still the same?
What have you been doing all these years?
Do you notice the lingering inequality?
Do you notice the segregation?
If you won't move after hearing word after word from God...
Who will you move for?

––––––––
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January 21, 2014

No More Murders! : Stop the Supreme Court and the People of Georgia with Prayer

––––––––
[image: ]


There is an old story about Jesus.  During one of his marathon sessions, the entire house he was teaching in filled up and everyone wanted to share a moment with Jesus.  Hearing that he had the power to heal people, a group across town picked up their disabled neighbor and carried him on a mat to the house where Jesus was.  After being unable to find an entrance or a way to get into the place of healing, the group carried their neighbor to the top of the house and worked to make a hole in the roof big enough to lower their friend to Jesus.  I wonder what people thought when dirt started to fall on their heads?  After some work, the hole was finally big enough to lower the neighbor through.  What if the story took a terrible turn at this moment?  What if the group decided they were tired of their heavy neighbor and just dropped him?  Instead of the beautiful story of healing, the story becomes about a group of people who abused a vulnerable person and dropped him to his death.  Rather than heroes for carrying their neighbor to a place of healing, we would rightfully call the group murderers.  

Warren Hill is a murderer.  Warren Hill has been convicted of killing two people.  The names of Myra Wright and Joseph Handspike must never be forgotten in this conversation.  As a person of deep religious faith, I believe that murder is evil.  I pray for the redemption of all think about committing or who commit murder.  Right now I am praying for the people of my home state, Georgians are preparing the execution chamber to be the scene of an atrocity...the murder of an intellectually disabled man named Warren Hill.

With an IQ of 70, Warren Hill is every bit the same as the disabled neighbor in the aforementioned story.  In order to function, Hill needs the help of people around him.  Doctor after doctor after doctor has consistently testified that Hill is intellectually disabled.  In the coming days, the United States Supreme Court will have another opportunity to weigh in on this case.  The Court is standing above a place of healing and has the opportunity to lower Hill or drop him to his death.  When the life of someone so vulnerable is at stake, there is nothing to call someone who would allow Hill's death to take place except for a murderer.  I pray for the redemption of the Supreme Court, the people of Georgia and every other player that could save the life of Warren Hill.  Join me.  We do not need any more murderers walking around.

Amen.

January 22, 2015

Prayer at the Inauguration of Jeff Hood as Chief of the Hall County Fire Department

––––––––
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Good evening.  I am the Rev. Dr. Jeff Hood from Denton, Texas.  I have come a long way to pray with you.  Will you please oblige me by bowing your heads?  God we come to you from many different religions, nationalities, races, classes, orientations, genders, abilities and various other categories and identifications...some ascribed by our self and some ascribed to our self.  Regardless of where we come from, we come together tonight knowing that the only way that we will see justice and righteousness played out in this world is through coming together.  Tonight is an occasion of both celebration and expectation.  We celebrate the accomplishment of Chief Hood...but we also stand firmly in expectation of the mighty movements of justice and righteousness that are coming to fruition through this administration.  God thank you for this moment.  Let us all depart from this place with the confidence of knowing that our new Chief has been your child for a long time.  Let the children of God say Amen...say Amen
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