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About the Author

About the Publisher

This book has been a Labor of Love. Dawnzella (Little Dawnie), my daughter and firstborn, holds a special place in my heart. She is my Rock; she picks me up when I fall on my face and kicks me in the butt when it is needed. 

Dawnzella is the lonely little girl in this story. Most children have one imaginary playmate, but my daughter had three! She spent many hours playing and having imaginary adventures on our Sun Porch in Fairfield, Maine. 

She only remembered the names of her imaginary playmate. They were Ning, Dog, and Boss! After all, she was three years old.

When she mentioned she would like a story about them, my imagination created this version to fit the concept of what they might have been. When Dawnzella was little, we had a Siamese cat, and as an adult, she fostered an African Gray Parrot. There is always some truth in fiction. Her fellow adventurers could have been a Dog, a Cat, and a Parrot!

I thank her for allowing me to delve into her precious childhood memories and share them with you. 

My thanks and admiration go to my faithful husband, Shirl, portrayed as Ranger Shirl in this book. He also does my covers, edits, and proofreads. He never tries to bring me ‘down to earth’ with my crazy book ideas. The encouragement of the entire ‘family unit’ keeps me going.  

My other books 

Maye West Mysteries Book: 1 Murder on Lake Haverly 

Maye West Mysteries Book: 2 Options 

The Spirited One Book: 1 The protector 

The Spirited One Book: 2 James 

The End of the Road 

Immortal Enemies 

Young Adult and Children’s Books 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 1 Science Project 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 2 Dragon Flight 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 3 The Keep 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 4 The Others 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 5 Wormhole 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 6 Merpeople

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 7 Decisions 

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 8 Irus

Ruby & Nolan’s Great Adventures in Space Book: 9 Volcano

Sleep Travelers Book: 1 The Story of Ning, Dog, and Boss 

Sleep Travelers Book: 2 The Amusement Park 

Prologue:

A child’s imagination is a wonderful thing and must be encouraged. Children vividly imagine being the captains of their Pirate ship, the hero of their adventure, and handsome, beautiful, brilliant, and strong! 

They conquer the world and can do anything and everything! The lucky ones keep that childhood wonder as they grow up! It is so sad that many adults lose that childhood wonder on their long, bumpy road to adulthood. This is the beginning of the story of a young girl who will never lose that childhood wonder! 

Her adventure begins when she goes to sleep! Dog and Dawnzella (Little Dawnie) take their new friends, Ning and Boss, on an exciting adventure to the Zoo. Come along and meet Ning and Boss as they hopefully become friends with Dog and with our heroine, and learn what it is like for the animals who live in captivity.

This book is for you, whether you still have that childhood wonder or not. Haven’t you always wanted to talk with the animals?

As a parent, didn’t you have fun reading to your children and speaking the characters' dialogue?

In this book, you can make the dog, cat, and parrot come alive. Have fun being the voices of the zoo animals? Your children will enjoy it almost as much as you do.
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Chapter 1 The Meeting
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Ning strolled regally along the sidewalk, head and tail held high like the queen she imagined herself to be.  Her light brown face was highlighted by her luminous blue eyes, which moved from side to side, missing nothing.  Dark brown pointed ears stood at attention, hearing every sound.  The pride of her perfect Siamese coloring, trim body, and delicate beige feet was evident. Ning kept her ears, face, tail, and glorious silver fur spotless.  The only thing missing was a jewel-encrusted gold crown. 

Today, her well-tuned nose detected her favorite food: Salmon! Ning’s empty belly beckoned her to dispel her regal march; instead, she hastened toward her intended feast.  Nearing her heart’s desire, her ears shot forward, detecting the odorous scent of a dawg (that’s how she pronounced dog).  Ugh!  Ning had no desire to come in contact with a common dawg. Still, the anticipation of a delectable salmon feast spurred her onward to her goal.  

She rounded a corner, nearly bumping into the face of an enormous shaggy dawg that smelled like he had not been in contact with water for a long time. 

It had been several days since Ning had been lucky enough to find anything that suited her sophisticated taste buds, like this salmon! She would fight for her dinner if necessary, but that would be her second choice.

Her back arched high, her tail shot straight up, looking down her nose, she spat out, “Exactly, what are you doing?  This is my Salmon!”  She lifted her paw and flicked it, attempting to shoo this smelly dawg away.  “Dawgs have no taste and will eat anything! Find something to fill your stomach and leave this meal to someone who will appreciate its delicious flavor, and that would be me!” she said.  

“Whoa there, little kitty, wait just a minute!  Perhaps you didn’t notice, I got here first, and I am bigger than you.  Why don’t you run along and find something else to eat?  This filleted half a salmon will about fill my empty belly.”  The dog said, baring his large teeth in what looked like a big smile.  However, Ning was sure that he was not smiling.

“I can see that you have fallen on hard times by the look of your matted, filthy coat, but I require sustenance, and this salmon will do nicely.”  She hissed as she arched her back higher, baring her sharp teeth.  

“Look, you seem like a sweet little kitty!” I’ll tell you what. How about I share my dinner with you?”  With a sigh, he sat back on his haunches, showing her he didn’t want to fight.

“Share?”  Ning said cocking her head to one side. Thinking it over, she thought. “I could win in a battle with this huge beast, but it would surely ruin my beautiful coat, and I could be injured!  Ning detested getting dirty. And she knew that no matter how famished she was, her tiny belly could only hold a small amount of the large salmon fillet!  Maybe it would be better to agree to share with the dawg!

“Yeah, share!  You do know how to share, don’t you?”  He said, getting a little impatient, lowering his head, looking her straight in the eye.  

“Of course I do!  How about this?  I will start eating at this end; you start at the other.  But don’t gulp it all down so fast that I cannot get my small portion.”  

“Tell you what, my dear, why don’t you eat what you want first?  I will take my turn after you've finished. How does that sound?” 

“That is very generous of you, sir.  Thank you,” Ning said, her hackles now relaxing as she crouched down and proceeded to daintily eat from the tail until she was satisfied.  Moving back and sitting down, she began cleaning her paws and face. She watched Dawg eat his portion of the salmon, which was the rest of it.  Ning was a little surprised that he didn’t gulp it down like most dawgs would.  She had her face and paws spotless by the time he finished.

The dog sat back, licking his face and looking at this beautiful cat, pleased with himself for negotiating this arrangement. 

“Hello Kitty, by the way, my friends call me Dog.”  Bowing like a gentleman, he continued, “Whom do I have the pleasure of dining with?” 

“My friends call me Ning.”  She said, a little surprised
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