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EDITOR’S NOTE

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh once scoffed at the ‘widely held and quite erroneous belief that cricket is just another game’. This eclectic compendium, for its part, aptly disproves such misconceptions, showing how the gentleman’s game has inspired both profound insights and some outrageously funny off-the-cuff humour.

The delightful mix of run-out rebuttals, wicket wisecracks and ‘howzat’ humiliations in this side-splitting book will ensure you will never be stumped for a witty retort again.



A HEAVENLY GAME

Cricket – it’s more than a game. It’s an institution.

THOMAS HUGHES

[image: ]

Watching cricket has given me more happiness than any other activity in which I have engaged.

A. A. MILNE

 

 

 

 

 


I AM CONFIDENT THEY PLAY CRICKET IN HEAVEN. WOULDN’T BE HEAVEN OTHERWISE, WOULD IT?

Patrick Moore
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In my opinion cricket is too great a game to think about statistically.

E. H. HENDREN
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Cricket is indescribable. How do you describe an orgasm?

GREG MATTHEWS

 

 

 

 

 


YESTERDAY AT THE OVAL HAD TO BE THE MOST THRILLING MOMENT OF MY LIFE… PERHAPS AFTER THE BIRTH OF MY CHILDREN. 

Gladstone Small



 

 

 

 

 


CAPITAL GAIN – SMART SPORT – FINE EXERCISE – VERY.

Charles Dickens on cricket



 

 

 

 

 

The love of cricket nowadays seems to be confined to those who watch it or read about it.

ARTHUR MAILEY
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If I knew I was going to die today, I’d still want to hear the cricket scores.

J. H. HARDY




GOING BATTY

David Gower makes batting look as easy as drinking tea.

LEONARD HUTTON

[image: ]

It’s hard work making batting look effortless.

DAVID GOWER

 

 

 

 

 


I COULDN’T BAT FOR THE LENGTH OF TIME REQUIRED TO SCORE 500. I’D GET BORED AND FALL OVER.

Denis Compton
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It’s like Manchester United getting a penalty and Bryan Robson taking it with his head.

DAVID LLOYD ON THE REVERSE SWEEP

[image: ]

My immediate objective was to hit the ball to each of the four corners of the field. After that, I tried not to be repetitive!

LEARIE CONSTANTINE

 

 

 

 

 


TEST CRICKET IS BLOODY HARD WORK, ESPECIALLY WHEN YOU’VE GOT SACHIN BATTING WITH WHAT LOOKS LIKE A THREE-METRE-WIDE BAT.

Michael Hussey



 

 

 

 

 


THEY CAME TO SEE ME BAT, NOT TO SEE YOU BOWL.

W. G. Grace on refusing to leave the crease having been bowled out by the first ball



 

 

 

 

 

[image: ]



BOWLED OVER

His bowling is like shooting down F-16s with sling shots. Even if they hit, no damage would be done.

COLIN CROFT ON ANGUS FRASER IN THE GUYANA TEST

[image: ]

Spin bowling is like a software. If you don’t try to upgrade it, you will fall by the wayside.

RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN

 

 

 

 

 


I DON’T WANT TO DO THE BATSMAN ANY PERMANENT INJURY, JUST TO CAUSE HIM CONCERN – TO HURT HIM A BIT.

Dennis Lillee
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There’s nothing wrong with being aggressive – the bloke down the other end has a bat, some pads and a helmet.

SIMON JONES
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To be a great fast bowler, you need a big heart and a big bottom.

FRED TRUEMAN

 

 

 

 

 


THOUGH ESSENTIALLY GOOD-NATURED, HE HAD THAT VITAL WEAPON IN THE FAST BOWLER’S ARMOURY: GRUMPINESS.

Simon Hughes on Angus Fraser



 

 

 

 

 


ENGLAND WILL WIN IF CAMILLA PARKER BOWLS.

Australian fans’ banner
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COACHES AND CAPTAINS

Have nothing to do with coaches. In fact, if you should see one coming, go and hide behind the pavilion.

BILL O’REILLY

[image: ]

A man trying to get your legs close together when other men had spent a lifetime trying to get them wider apart.

RACHAEL HEYHOE FLINT ON THE ROLE OF THE PROFESSIONAL CRICKET COACH

 

 

 

 

 


PRAY, GOD, NO PROFESSIONAL MAY EVER CAPTAIN ENGLAND.

Martin Hawke
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If I had my way, I would take him to Traitor’s Gate and personally hang, draw and quarter him.

IAN BOTHAM ON RAY ILLINGWORTH

[image: ]

Captaincy is 90 per cent luck and 10 per cent skill. But don’t try it without that 10 per cent.

RICHIE BENAUD

 

 

 

 

 


PLAYING AGAINST A TEAM WITH IAN CHAPPELL AS CAPTAIN TURNS A CRICKET MATCH INTO GANG WARFARE.

Mike Brearley



 

 

 

 

 


I WAS NEVER COACHED. I WAS NEVER TOLD HOW TO HOLD A BAT.

Donald Bradman
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Amateurs have always made, and always will make, the best captains, and this is only natural.

ALLAN GIBSON STEEL
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You’ll have the most miserable time of your life.

BRIAN CLOSE TO IAN BOTHAM ON CAPTAINCY





COME AGAIN?

The Queen’s Park Oval, exactly as the name suggests, absolutely round.

TONY COZIER

[image: ]

It’s been a very slow and dull day, but it hasn’t been boring. It’s been a good, entertaining day’s cricket.

TONY BENNEWORTH

[image: ]

Welcome to Worcester where we have just seen Barry Richards hit one of Basil D’Oliveira’s balls clean out of the ground.

BRIAN JOHNSTON

[image: ]

Fred Titmus has two short legs, one of them square.

BRIAN JOHNSTON

 

 

 

 

 


ON THE FIRST DAY, LOGIE DECIDED TO CHANCE HIS ARM AND IT CAME OFF.

Trevor Bailey on batter Gus Logie
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England have nothing to lose here, apart from this Test match.

DAVID LLOYD
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Yorkshire all out 232, Hutton ill – I’m sorry, Hutton 111.

JOHN SNAGGE
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Turner looks a bit shaky and unsteady, but I think he’s going to bat on – one ball left.

BRIAN JOHNSTON
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We didn’t have any metaphors in my day. We didn’t beat about the bush.

FRED TRUEMAN

 

 

 

 

 


A VERY SMALL CROWD HERE TODAY. I CAN COUNT THE PEOPLE ON ONE HAND. CAN’T BE MORE THAN 30.

Michael Abrahamson
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It is extremely cold here. The England fielders are keeping their hands in pockets between balls.

CHRISTOPHER MARTIN-JENKINS
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His throw went absolutely nowhere near where it was going.

RICHIE BENAUD
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Matthew Fleming used to be in the Green Jackets, but the way he’s batting suggests he’d be better suited in the Light Brigade.

CHARLES COLVILE
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Strangely, in slow-motion replay, the ball seemed to hang in the air for even longer.

DAVID ACFIELD





OFF THE RECORD

If there is a game that attracts the half-baked theorists more than cricket, I have yet to hear of it.

FRED TRUEMAN

[image: ]

They smile and then they stab.

GEOFF BOYCOTT ON CRICKET THEORISTS

[image: ]

Generally, the people out on the pitch are the ones who know how to play the game, not the ones who are writing about it.

MARCUS TRESCOTHICK
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I will never be accepted by the snob press.

RAY ILLINGWORTH

[image: ]

Mark Waugh’s a great friend of mine and he’s got to make a few quid somehow, even by joining you blokes.

SHANE WARNE SPEAKING TO THE PRESS
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The media make mountains from molehills to satisfy producers and editors alike.

MARK NICHOLAS

 

 

 

 

 


NEWSPAPERS ARE ONLY GOOD ENOUGH FOR WRAPPING UP FISH AND CHIPS.

Martin Crowe
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Cricket is full of theorists who can ruin your game in no time.

IAN BOTHAM

[image: ]

You have to try to reply to criticism with your intellect, not your ego.

MIKE BREARLEY ON HANDLING THE MEDIA
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