
  
    
      The Pet Sitters: Ready For Anything Collection

      Books 1 - 4

    

    
      
        Ella Shine

      

      
        Illustrated by Lisa Flanagan

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Puddle Dog Press]
        

      

    

  


  
    Contents


    
    
      
        Barefoot Springs Map

      

      
        Author’s Note

      

      
        
          Gus Makes A Fuss

        

        
          
            1. Wishing For Pets

          

          
            2. Wanted: Pet Sitters

          

          
            3. Gus Arrives

          

          
            4. Pancakes And Problems

          

          
            5. A Pet Sitting Disaster

          

          
            6. A Talking Cat?!

          

          
            7. Gus Makes A Mess

          

          
            8. Bye Bye Gus

          

          
            9. A Pet Parade Surprise

          

          
            10. Pet Sitters Are Pet Winners

          

          
            Lina and Cassie’s Very Important And Useful Pet Sitting Tips

          

        

      

      
        
          Purple Panic

        

        
          
            1. Ready For Anything!

          

          
            2. Princess Gina Arrives

          

          
            3. Invisible Gina

          

          
            4. The Purple Paper Hunt

          

          
            5. A Single Page

          

          
            6. Gus Panics

          

          
            7. Gina Makes A Mess

          

          
            8. Mrs Almed Returns

          

          
            9. Gus And The Guinea Pig

          

          
            10. Purrrrfectly Purple

          

          
            Lina and Cassie’s Very Important and Useful Pet Sitting Tips

          

        

      

      
        
          Tony Takes Off

        

        
          
            1. Hello Tony!

          

          
            2. Timmy Goes For A Ride

          

          
            3. The Twins See Something

          

          
            4. Where Are Timmy and Tony?

          

          
            5. Gus Tells A Long Story

          

          
            6. Almost Chaos

          

          
            7. Chaos And Emergency!

          

          
            8. Apples In Action

          

          
            9. Gus Takes Off

          

          
            10. Back To Normal

          

          
            Lina and Cassie’s Very Important and Useful Pet Sitting Tips

          

        

      

      
        
          Glitter Jitters

        

        
          
            1. Too Much Glitter

          

          
            2. Introducing Bella

          

          
            3. Bella Makes A Mess

          

          
            4. Gus Forgets His Manners

          

          
            5. Glitter Trail

          

          
            6. Some Like It Hot

          

          
            7. Flushed Away?

          

          
            8. More Golden Glitter

          

          
            9. The Trail Goes Cold

          

          
            10. Found!

          

          
            Lina and Cassie’s Very Important and Useful Pet Sitting Tips

          

          
            Visit Our Website

          

          
            Also by Ella Shine

          

        

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          [image: Barefoot Springs Map]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Author’s Note

          

        

      

    

    
      This book is set in Australia and uses Australian words, phrases and spelling. For example, we say ‘Mum’ for ‘Mom’, and ‘in the bush’ means ‘in the forest’. Some things are a little different from what you might be used to. If you find yourself thinking, ‘that’s odd’, it might just be that it’s Aussie.
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            Wishing For Pets

          

        

      

    

    
      Cassie and Lina stood outside the Barefoot Springs Pet Shop feeling glum.

      The Barefoot Springs Pet Parade was happening on the weekend and everyone was excited.

      Everyone except for Cassie and Lina.

      ‘Oh, I wish I could have a pet,’ Cassie said. She put her nose to the glass. ‘Look how sweet that little mouse is!’

      Lina put her nose to the glass too. She could see the displays of animals in the pet shop window. There were mice and budgies and hermit crabs and goldfish.
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      ‘They are all adorable,’ she sighed. ‘If I had a pet it would come with me everywhere.’

      ‘Yes!’ agreed Cassie. She spun on the spot as she had an idea. ‘Just imagine! If we had pets, I could design us both outfits and jewellery that match with our pets. How cute that would be!’ The ribbons on her hair tie swished as she came to a stop.

      Lina giggled. Cassie loved dressing up, even when nothing special was happening. She had a huge collection of frilly skirts and t-shirts with sequins on them. Lina preferred play shorts and an animal T-shirt. Today she was wearing her hippo shirt. But, despite being so different, Cassie and Lina had been best friends for nine whole years—practically since they were babies.

      Cassie leaned against the pet shop window and let out a big sigh. ‘We can’t have any animals at our place because when my brother Hugo was little he didn’t look after them properly. Now Dad says, “No more pets!”’

      Lina nodded. ‘My Mum says our house is chaos already,’ she said. ‘There’s too much work with Timmy and the twin babies to have a pet.’

      The two friends sighed, then started walking home.

      ‘What sort of pet would you get if your dad would let you?’ asked Lina. ‘Would you have a dog?’

      Cassie grinned. ‘I could make little outfits for a dog, so yes.’

      ‘A cat?’

      Cassie considered it. ‘Furry and cute. Funny and soft. So, yes.’

      ‘Fish?’

      Cassie scrunched up her face. ‘You can’t really dress up a fish.’ Then her eyes brightened. ‘But I could decorate the tank. So it’s a yes.’

      ‘Yikes, you’d get all the pets!’ laughed Lina. She dug her hands in her pockets. ‘So would I. And then I’d take them to the Pet Parade and it’d be so much fun… except I can’t, and neither can you. Everyone’s going to have a pet to bring to the Pet Parade except us.’ She kicked a rock on the pavement.
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      Cassie patted her on the shoulder. ‘Imagine if we had a pet to share. Just us two.’

      Lina perked up. ‘Ooh. That would be so fun. It could live at my house some days, and then at yours.’

      ‘And we could take turns to feed it.’ Cassie did a twirl. ‘And brush it and bath it. And make it look pretty.’

      Lina smiled. ‘And if we were both the owners, we could take it to the Pet Parade together! Which would be awesome!’

      Cassie did a little dance. ‘Just imagine. Our very own pet.’
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            Wanted: Pet Sitters

          

        

      

    

    
      Cassie and Lina skipped over the bridge and down the road until they reached Lina’s house.

      ‘Hold a baby, please!’ said Lina’s dad before they made it in the front door. He passed one of the twins to Cassie and the other to Lina before running to scoop Timmy from the pantry. Timmy was covered in flour.

      ‘It really is chaos here!’ said Cassie to Lina.

      Lina laughed, but before she could reply there was a sharp knock on the door.

      ‘Lina! Get the door please,’ Dad called from the kitchen.

      Lina propped baby Zara on her hip and opened the door, with Cassie behind her. It was her next-door neighbour, Bernadette, who was also the owner of the Barefoot Springs Art Gallery.

      ‘Oh, I am so sorry to disturb you, but I need a terrible favour!’ Bernadette raised her thin eyebrows at the noise from the kitchen. ‘It’s my cat – Gus. His boarding kennel has shut down! He has nowhere to stay while Alex and I go to the city for a Gallery Event. It is an utter disaster!’
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      ‘Oh,’ said Lina. She could hear Timmy raging at Dad and then the sound of water running in the bathroom.

      ‘When does Gus the cat need looking after?’ Cassie asked slowly.

      ‘Tomorrow; just for two nights. It’s a complete emergency. None of the other neighbours will take him!’

      Cassie stared at Lina with wide, excited eyes. ‘We could do it,’ she said. ‘We could pet sit!’

      ‘But my house is chaos!’ Lina answered. She waved at the noise coming from inside.

      ‘Oh, please say you can care for Gus!’ pleaded Bernadette.

      ‘I’ll have to ask my dad,’ Lina said. She turned and yelled down the hall. ‘Daaad? Can we pet sit Bernadette’s cat? He’s called Gus.’

      Cassie held her breath. The babies squirmed. Bernadette shook her many bangles.

      There was a crash and a splash as if someone very large had landed in the bath. Then Timmy started laughing.

      ‘Daaad?’ Lina called again.

      ‘OKAY!’ Dad’s wet voice rang out from the bathroom. ‘Whatever it is, just say YES!’

      Lina turned back to Bernadette. ‘Dad says we can pet sit Gus,’ she said politely.

      Bernadette clasped her hands to her heart. ‘Oh, such darlings! I’ll bring him around tomorrow morning. You have saved the day!’ Then she was gone.

      Lina shut the door and grinned at Cassie. ‘We get to pet sit Gus!’

      ‘I know!’ Cassie squealed, her hair ribbons dancing. ‘And just think, if we look after him really well, we can show my dad how good I am with animals, and your mum will see pets and chaos can work together, and then we’ll be able to get our own pets and—’

      ‘Take them to the Pet Parade!’ Lina finished Cassie’s sentence and they jiggled the twins around the lounge room until Dad made his way into the room, dripping and soggy.

      He looked at Lina, then at Cassie and frowned. ‘So, what exactly did I say “Yes” to?’ he asked.
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            Gus Arrives

          

        

      

    

    
      Gus arrived before breakfast the next morning.

      ‘I’ve brought him a little early,’ Bernadette apologised when Lina answered the door in her pyjamas. ‘You don’t mind, do you?’ She strode past Lina and put the cat carry case on the dining room table, right next to the cornflakes.

      ‘Are there instructions?’ Lina said. ‘For how to look after him?’

      ‘Oh, silly me!’ Bernadette laughed. ‘Of course! He’s supposed to be an inside cat, so don’t let him out. And–oh dear!’ She put her hand to her head. ‘I forgot his food! He especially loves Fisky Fish Treats, and I haven’t brought any. I’m so sorry.’ She glanced up at Mum. ‘It was Gus’s fault. He was running around, and it took me ages to catch him.’

      ‘It’ll be fine, Bernadette,’ said Mum. ‘We’ll get him some food. You just have a good time in the city.’

      ‘Well,’ said Lina’s mum as Bernadette’s car screeched away. ‘He might be an inside cat, but he can’t stay in the house.’

      ‘Don’t worry, Mum. Cassie and I have a plan,’ said Lina. She picked up the cat carry case. ‘We’ll keep him in the den.’

      Lina’s den was in the barn outside the house. It had a big lockable door, straw bales on the floor, and an extra level up some stairs. Cassie had hung fairy lights on the stairs and the girls had claimed it as their special place, away from Timmy and the twins.

      Lina carried the carry case to the den, talking as she walked. ‘Cassie and I are going to take such good care of you,’ she said to Gus. ‘And maybe our parents will change their minds and let us have pets of our own. Then we’ll be able to go to the Pet Parade!’

      She reached the den and carried the case up the stairs. ‘I hope you’ll like it here, billi,’ said Lina as she put the carry case on the green fluffy rug. ‘Did you know billi means cat, in the Hindi language?’ she asked Gus. ‘My grandmother taught me that.’

      Gus just frowned at her. She opened the front door of the case. Gus shook his head and marched proudly out of the case with his tail high in the air.
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      ‘I see, you like to do things your own way,’ Lina said. She patted his ears gently. ‘That’s fine. Except for one thing: don’t go outside.’

      She folded up a blanket and placed it in a ray of sunshine just below one of the windows. ‘You can sleep here,’ Lina said. Gus walked across and sniffed the blanket. Then he circled, sat down heavily and purred.

      ‘Cassie’s going to love you!’ Lina said. ‘Now, don’t go anywhere. I’m going to go and get her!’

      Lina skipped down the stairs, pulled the door shut behind her and ran off singing: ‘Pet sitting is so much fun!’

      Gus waited only until the song had faded away. Then he stood up, shook his tail and leaped out of the window Lina had forgotten to close.
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