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Introduction 

Traditional methods of studying the past have always given greater importance to nationalist, religious and moral interests, which subordinated the historical fact to the System point of view. 

That’s how we have been educated. 

The time has come to simplify and show respect for our ancestors, striving to know what really happened in the past, and not just what they want to inform us about. 

After so many years of studying History, I came to the conclusion that the best study system is through an impartial, objective Chronology that just put each event in its exact place in time, revealing History without manipulation. 

This Chronology contains not only purely political facts, such as the foundation of cities, the birth of kingdoms and empires, scientific and geographical discoveries, natural disasters and epidemics; it also includes information on the most different fields of human activity: chemistry, astronomy, geography, mathematics, and so on. In parallel, the chronology is complemented by data that do not belong to a specific date, but to an entire epoch, they are each society generalities, curiosities, customs, the religion of each civilization, inventions or discoveries that cannot be placed in an exact date, etc. 

The result of all this set is one of the most complete chronologies within its reach, periodically updated with the latest archaeological and scientific discoveries, and that transforms the reader into an eyewitness of the past, understanding the relation of geographically distant facts to each other, but closely connected in time and influencing unexpected consequences. This is something that traditional history has generally ignored when it was not usable. 

A work of this magnitude could not be published in a single book, so I have divided it into several collections, and the Spanish originals are being translated into French, English, Italian and Portuguese. 

The chronology goes from prehistory to the present day year by year, as far as possible. 

For those who prefer a deeper and more detailed study, I have prepared a second chronology, day by day, which for now covers from 1789 to 1946, divided into five collections. 


Friends, here is the History of Our Ancestors. 


Ruben Ygua 
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                                         A BRIEF CHILDHOOD 

November 2, 1755 - Maria Antonia Josepha Johanna of Habsburg-Lorraine (Marie Antoinette) was born in the imperial palace of Hofburg in Vienna. 

Antoinette was the 15th daughter of Franz I, Emperor of the Holy Empire, and of Empress Maria Theresa, Archduchess of Austria and Queen of Hungary. 

Antoinette spent her childhood in Vienna, between the palaces of Hofburg and Schönbrunn. 

May 1st, 1756- At the beginning of the Seven Years' War, the Treaty of Versailles is signed between France and Austria, with the aim of containing the expansion of Prussia and its ally England. It is established that Princess Marie Antoinette must be prepared for her future marriage to the grandson of Louis XV, the Dauphin Louis Augustus. 

1762- Versailles: Louis XV orders the construction of the Palace of Petit Trianon, which he intends to give away for his favourite, Madame de Pompadour. 

February 10, 1763- The Treaty of Paris is signed, ending the Seven Years' War, a victory for Great Britain and Prussia, and a defeat for France, which loses most of its possessions in America and Asia. 

However, in court it was not considered too serious a loss, as they kept their fishing rights in Newfoundland, the English gave them back Guadeloupe and Martinique. In addition, Haiti produces most of the sugar consumed in the world and French trade in Africa and the Antilles is growing. 

April 15, 1764- In Versailles: Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson, Madame de Pompadour, the main lover of Louis XV, dies. 

August 18, 1765- Innsbruck: death of Emperor Franz I of the Holy Empire, succeeded by his son Joseph II on the throne, the widowed queen Maria Theresa continued to rule Austria and Hungary. 

September 17, 1765 - Vienna: Maria Theresa appoints her son Joseph as coregent. 

1767- Vienna: Smallpox epidemic, Maria Theresa is infected, but survives. Of the Austrian imperial family, Archduchess Josepha of Bavaria was the only one who died during this epidemic. 

1768- At the age of 13, Marie Antoinette receives harpsichord lessons with composer Von Gluck, learns dance with Jean-Georges Noverre, a famous French dancer, has singing lessons and is prepared for the rules of the French court by the abbot of Vermond, an aficionado of Fine Arts. 

In Versailles: the works of the Palace of Petit Trianon, which Louis XV gives to his new favorite, the Countess of Barry, culminate. 

 June 13, 1769 - The Marquis of Durfort, ambassador of France in Vienna, formalizes the request for a hand in the name of the Dauphin and Maria Theresa I accept it. 

In France, sectors opposed to the alliance, begin to refer to the future dolphin with the derogatory nickname of "the Austrian", as it was already called Marie Antoinette by the daughters of Louis XVI. 
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VERSAILLES 


April 17, 1770 - Marie Antoinette officially renounces her rights to the Austrian throne. 

April 18, 1770 - Vienna: wedding by proxy in a church in Vienna. Antoinette is 14 years old, and her brother Maximilian represented the absent bridegroom. After the ceremony, a procession of 57 carriages set out for France. 

May 1770 - Marie Antoinette crosses the border, entering French territory; she would never return to her native country. The crossing of the border obeyed a rigid ceremony, two pavilions were erected on each side of the border line, and the young woman had to shed all her Austrian clothes and belongings, crossing the border completely naked, accompanied by her new bridesmaids who dressed her in French garments. 

May 15, 1770 - Marie Antoinette arrives in Compiègne, where she finally meets Louis Augustus. 

May 16, 1770- In Versailles there is a second wedding ceremony of Marie Antoinette with the Dolphin Louis Augustus. 

This afternoon, in Paris: 132 people died as a result of a fire caused by fireworks thrown during the wedding celebrations, people were trampled and a collective panic began, some people drowned in the Seine. 


The adaptation of Marie Antoinette to the rigid court ceremonies of Versailles was difficult, the debauchery of King Louis XV and his lover Madame du Barry shocked the young Austrian, who was enveloped by an atmosphere of intrigue, envy and badly disguised rejection of her foreign origin. To all this must be added the shy and withdrawn personality of her husband Luis, it has also been said that a phimosis affected Luis preventing him from having sexual relations, so the marriage was not consummated until seven years later. As a consequence, the pressure suffered by the young woman was intense, not only within the court, but from Austria, through the frequent letters sent by the Empress, or through the Count of Mercy-Argenteau, Austria's ambassador in Paris, who became the main advisor to Marie Antoinette. 

1772- Paris: the old Hotel-Dieu is semi-destroyed by a fire. Louis XVI will try to rebuild it, to improve the care of the sick, but the lack of money will make him abandon the project. 

1774- This is a year in which the prolonged winter ruins harvests and grains suffer a sharp rise in prices. In some regions of the country, hunger punishes the population. 


QUEEN OF FRANCE 

May 10, 1774- Death of King Louis XV in Versailles, after a long agony, sick with smallpox. Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette become the kings of France and Navarre. In Paris: popular demonstrations take place celebrating the death of Louis XV, the old king had become unpopular in his last years, and there is much expectation of the policy of the new monarch. 
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July 1774- Louis XVI appoints the Count of Maurepas as councilor and minister. Jacques Turgot is appointed Minister of Finance, and tries to reduce the government's exaggerated expenditures to reorganize the economy, but must face opposition from the nobility. An agrarian reform project will also fail under pressure from the nobility. 

August 1774- Louis XVI re-establishes the Paris Parliament. 

In Versailles, Marie Antoinette begins her friendship with Jeanne-Louise Genet, Madame Campan, who becomes her confidant and best friend. 

September 13, 1774- France: Turgot tries to establish the free trade of grains, facing strong opposition. 

December 14, 1774- Paris: on the banks of the Seine River, work begins on the School of Medicine. 

April 1775- Faced with the shortage of wheat and the rise in the price of bread, riots broke out in several regions of France. In the outskirts of Paris tumults became widespread, there were looting of warehouses and bakeries, and street fights. Frequent reports of speculation increase social tension, the 

"Flour War" begins. 

April 19, 1775- Jacques Necker publishes his Essay on legislation and grain trade, denouncing the freedom of grain trade, proposed by Morellet and Turgot. 

April 18, 1775 - In Dijon there are huge riots, with the looting of shops and street battles. 

April 20, 1775 - Versailles: Louis XVI appoints Malesherbes as minister at Turgot's suggestion. 

May 2, 1775- A popular horde concentrates near Versailles, demanding food, in Paris bakeries are looted, some are burned. 

May 3, 1775- Paris: some ships transporting wheat to the provinces are boarded, looted and sunk by the population. Louis XVI orders the army to repress the riots. 

May 6, 1775 - Versailles: the minister Malesherbes proposes to Louis XVI the convocation of the General States, the minister Turgot opposes. 

May 20, 1775- The order is restored in France, 162 persons are imprisoned, but only 2 are sentenced to death (at the last minute the king will commute the sentence for forced works). 

June 11, 1775- The consecration ceremony of Louis XVI is celebrated in the cathedral of Reims. 

September 18, 1775 - Versailles: Marie Antoinette appoints the Princess of Lamballe as superintendent of the queen's palace, the highest rank for a lady of company in Versailles. 
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1776- Vienna: Empress Maria Theresa forbids women accused of witchcraft from being executed at the stake, and limits the use of torture to obtain confessions. The death penalty is abolished, instituting forced labor instead. 


ANTOINETTE IN WONDERLAND 

Marie Antoinette transformed the French court, imposing a more luxurious protocol and ordered numerous reforms in Versailles. The queen dictated fashion, had fun in carriage rides, organized horse races, was a frequent visitor of masked dances and spent fortunes on jewellery. Marie Antoinette surrounded herself with a small court of favorites (the princess of Lamballe, the baron of Besenval, the duke of Coigny, the countess of Polignac); the ladies of the court received a high salary, arousing the envy of other courtiers, she multiplied her wardrobe and luxurious parties were frequent; Antoinette and Louis organized card games in which millionaire bets were made. 

Their extravagant habits caused deep indignation among the population, which endured the serious economic crisis arising from the Seven Years' War and the intervention in the American War of Independence. Since the summer of 1777, songs hostile to the queen have been circulating among the French people, such as "Little queen of twenty". 

January 1776 - Versailles: Minister Turgot presents Louis XVI with his famous Six Decrees, with the aim of abolishing privileges, but faces firm opposition from the Clergy and Nobility. 

February 1776- Versailles: the Duchess of Polignac becomes the new favorite of Marie Antoinette, gradually displacing the influence of the Princess of Lamballe. 

March 12, 1776 - Versailles: the decrees of Turgot are approved. Queen Marie Antoinette declares herself against the minister's measures because she limits the queen's favors to her favorites. Turgot gradually loses the king's support. 

June 1776 - Versailles: Marie Antoinette orders the construction of the English garden in the palace of Petit Trianon. It would take four years to complete the work. 

July 1776- Versailles: Louis XVI sues ministers Turgot and Malesherbes. 


October 22, 1776- Versailles: Jacques Necker is appointed Finance Councilor and Director General of the Royal Treasury: he immediately devotes himself to an extensive program of administrative reforms. 

1777- Finally, Marie Antoinette and Louis Augustus began a normal sexual life. 

February 8, 1778 - The signing of an alliance between France and the rebels of North America is announced. 

June 10, 1778- Versailles: Marie Antoinette inaugurates the temple of Love, on an island in the lake of the Petit Trianon. 

July 27, 1778- Naval battle of Ouessant, French victory. 
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August 1778- The Bavarian War of Succession begins, pitting Prussia against Austria. Marie Antoinette presses Louis XVI to intervene to help her brother Joseph II, but the monarch offers himself only as a mediator. 

December 19, 1778 - Versailles: Maria Theresa Charlotte of France, the firstborn of Marie Antoinette and Louis Augustus is born. 

1779 - The French re-conquer Senegal, but suffer a series of naval defeats against the English. 

May 13, 1779 - With the mediation of Louis XVI, the Teschen Peace was signed between Joseph II and Prussia, the Bavarian War of Succession came to an end. 

1780- Versailles: Louis XVI decrees the abolition of torture. 

February 13, 1780- Versailles: Necker withdraws from the Councilors the power to increase taxes and institutes the Provincial Assemblies. Numerous nobles, including the king's brothers, organized opposition to Necker. 


June 1st, 1780 - Versailles: Marie Antoinette inaugurates the theatre of the Palais de Petit Trianon, and the Belvedere or Music Hall, annexed to the palace. 

July 1780- Versailles: Inauguration of the English Garden in the Petit Trianon; the work includes a small artificial mountain, large gardens around the lake. 

November 29, 1780- Empress Maria Theresa, mother of Marie Antoinette, dies in Vienna. The successor to the Austrian throne is Joseph II of Habsburg, the brother of Antoinette. 


                         CRISIS AND SCANDALS IN VERSAILLES 

In Paris and other French cities, pamphlets circulate accusing Marie Antoinette of having lovers, such as the Count of Artois, her brother-in-law or the Swedish Count Hans Axel of Fersen, and it is even said
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